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Abstract:Archaeologistshaverecentlyannouncedthediscoveryofa７－９thCenturychurchsiteinTangchaoDun,１１５km

northofTurpan,Xinjiang,China．Fromthetwositephotosreleased,itisevidentthatthechurchwasarareandperfect

bemachurchbelongingtoanepiscopalorarchiepiscopalseeoftheChurchoftheEastintheregion．
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１．Introduction

OnOctober１０,２０２１,inwhatwassupposedtobearoutineexpertpanelmeetingontheonＧgoing
archaeologicalexcavationof唐朝墩 TangchaoDun (Fig．１),anancientcityruininXinjiang,the
archaeologists(任冠RenGuanandWeiJian魏坚 oftheRenminUniversityofChina)announceda
majordiscovery:acompleteJingjiao(TangChristianity)churchsitehadbeenfoundinthecentral
partofthecity,togetherwithalargenumberofmuralsbearingJingjiaocrossimagesaswellas
Yelikewen(YuanChristianity)notationswrittenin Uighur．Renand Weidatedthesitetothe
GaochangＧUighurperiodofthearea (commencing８６６CE．),butdidnotruleoutearlierdates,

includingtheTangruleinthearea(commencing６４０CE．)〔１〕

Thecityitself,however,isdatedtothe６thCentury．〔２〕ItliedonthenorthernrouteoftheSilk
Road,atwheretheShuimoRiverrandownthehillofTianShannorthward．Beiting,thecapitalcity
fortheregionatthetime,was３０kmtothewest,andLuntai(today􀆳sUrumqi)was１７０kmstill
further．Intheotherdirection,Dunhuang,thecheckpointforenteringandleavingtheMainland,was
８２０km downtheRoad．AcrosstheTianShantothesouth wasthecityofGaochang (today􀆳s
Turpan),servicingthesouthernrouteoftheSilkRoadasTangchaoDundoingthenorthern(Fig．

７０２

〔１〕

〔２〕

“新疆考古重大发现,唐朝墩古城发现景教和罗马式浴场遗址”(“SignificantarchaeologicaldiscoveriesinXinjiang,ruinsof
JingjiaochurchandRomanbathhousewerediscoveredintheancientcityofTangchaoDun”)．搜狐网ShouhuWang,October２１,２０２１．
https://m．sohu．com/a/４９６３８６３８８_１１５４７９? _trans_＝０１０００４_pcwzy．(ViewedonOctober３１,２０２１)．

任冠 RenGuan,于柏川 YuBaichuan．２０２０．新疆奇台县唐朝墩城址２０１８－２０１９年发掘简报．(“TheExcavationReportof
theTangchaoDunSiteinQitaiCounty,Xinjiangfrom２０１８to２０１９”),Kaoguvol．５,３８Ｇ６４．４４．
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１)．ThemajorityofcityruinofTangchaoDun,about１６０,０００squaremeters(Fig．２),hasbeenput
underheritageprotectionfordecades,andarchaeologicalexcavationworkbeganin２０１８underthe
leadershipoftheRenmin UniversityofChina (中国人民大学)andtheXinjiangArchaeological
ResearchInstitute(新疆文物考古研究所)．Themajorfindssofar,besidestheJingjiaochurchsite,

areaRomanpublicbathhouseatthenortheasterncornerofthecity,andaBuddhisttemplealsoin
thecentralarea,tothesouthofthechurchsite．

Littleisknownaboutthechurchsitesofar,asneitheranarchaeologicalreport(suchastheone
publishedforthebathhousesite〔３〕)norphotosforthemuralfragmentsshowingcrossimageshave
beenreleased．Itistherefore,atthismoment,notclearhowthesitehasbeendeterminedbythe
archaeologicalteamtobeofJingjiao(ChurchoftheEast,orEastSyriac)tradition．Thetwoaerial
photosreleased,onefortheentiresite(Fig．３a)andoneasacloseＧuponalargerectangularmountin
themiddleofthesite (Fig．３b),however,arestunningandoffer muchinformationforsome
preliminarydiscussionson,e．g．,thenatureoftheoriginalbuilding,itsaffiliation,historical
significance,etc．

２．ThePhotosandtheOptions

Thephotos(Fig．３a,b)showarectangularbuildingsiteinaneastＧwestdisposition,withawall
runningdownitslongitudinalmiddleseparatingthebuildingintotwonearlyequalsides,one
northernandonesouthern．Thetwosidesarequitesymmetricalinlayout,withanelevatedstageat
theeastendandalonghallbelowit．SetＧbackedonthestageandfacingthehallarethreechambers,

serviced(apparently)withacorridorattheback．Thetwosidesofthebuildingareinternally
connectedwithopeningsontheseparationwall,onebetweentheadjacentchambersonthestageand
twobetweenthetwohalls．The mainentrancestothebuildingappearto belocatedatthe
northwesternquarter,oneopenedtothenorthandonetothewest．Thenorthernsideisslightly
widerandbigger,hasalargermiddlechamberonstageandmostconspicuously,possessesthelarge
mountinthemiddleofthehall．Itthereforeappearstobetheprimarysideofthebuilding．

Thelargemountishighlyunusualforabuilding,anditthereforecouldserveasafocusforour
examination．Itslargesize,obviously,limitsspaceandcirculation,makingthebuilding highly
unlikelytobeapublichallforcourtsorotherofficialfunctions,likeabasilicainaRomancity．(This
pointisworthmakingasnottoofarfromthissite,inthenortheasterndirection,isaRomanＧstyle
publicbathofrespectablesizeandlayout．)Forthesamereason,thepossibilityofanindoor
performancetheatreorbanquethallcanberuledout．Theseleavenotmanyotherpossibilitiesexcept
thatof,say,areligious building．Itturnsout,inthreereligions,Judaism,Manichaeism and
Christianity(Syriac),therewasatraditionofplacingalargeplatforminthemiddleoftheirworship
hall,facinganapsidalorrectangularstage．

InaJewishsynagogue,itiscommonfromtheancienttimetohaveaplatformerectedinthehall
facingtheTorah Ark (orAron Kodesh)inanapseonthewallinthedirectionof (ideally)

８０２

〔３〕 任冠 RenGuan,魏坚 WeiJian．２０２０．唐朝墩古城浴场遗址的发现与初步研究．(“TheDiscoveryandPreliminaryStudyof
theRuinsoftheAncientBathhouseinTangchaoDun．”)XiyuYanjiu,vol．２．５８Ｇ６８．
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Jerusalem．Thisplatformiscalleda “bimah”,meaning “anelevatedplace”．ThissynagogueＧtype
worshipprobablyhasabeginningattheBabylonianexilein５８６BCE,butitdidnotbecomefully
institutionalizedafterthedestructionofJerusalemandtheTemplein７０CE．〔４〕Twoelementsinthe
TangchaoDunphotos,however,makethesynagogueoptiondoubtful．Thefirstisthatitsrectangular
mountfacesalargestagewiththreechambers,notawallstructurethatcouldhaveanapsehousing
theTorah Ark．Evenforagrandsynagogue withalargeapsidalstageliketheDiplostoonof
Alexandria,thatstageisusuallyunitary,withoutpartitionsorchambers(Fig．４a)．〔５〕Second,the
TangchaoDunphotosappeartoshowthatonthesideofthemountfacingthestage,thereisa
staircasecarvedintothemountforaccessingthetopofthemount(Fig．３a,b)．Forasynagogue,

however,thatsideofthebimahisoccupiedbyalectern,sometimeslargeandhighlyelaborate,forthe
cantorandothercoＧcelebrantslaydowntheTorahafteritsretrievalfromtheapse,openitandread
(sing)italoud,facingtheTorahArkandJerusalemthewholetime(Figs．４b,c,d)．〔６〕Astaircase,

therefore,cannotbeplacedonthissideofthebimah．Assuch,theTangchaoDunsitewasunlikely
forasynagogue．

TheManichaeanscalledtheplatformsetupintheworshiphall“gah”(MiddlePersian),or
“caidan”(Turkish),〔７〕butAugustineofHippo,whowasonceaManichaean,calledita“bema”,

whichmeant “platform,”“stage,”or “judge􀆳sseat．”〔８〕The Manichaeanscelebratedabema
festivaleveryyearincommemorationofthedeathofMani,andthatwastheirholiestdayoftheyear．
Informationaboutthisfestivalorthebemaitselfisscant,comprisingonlyafew Manicheanbema
hymns,afragmentarySogdiandescriptionofabemaformulary,andabookillustrationfromTurpan
thatprobablydepictsabemaceremony．〔９〕Augustinehadwrittenbrieflyaboutthefestival,andin
termsofthebemahesaid,“􀆺 greathonorispaidtoyour(feastofthe)bema,thatis,thedayon
whichManichaeuswasmartyred,whenyouerectaplatform withfivesteps,coveredwithprecious
cloth,placedconspicuouslysoastofacethe worshippers．” 〔１０〕 Thisgivesasensethatthe
Manichaeanbemawasnotapermanentstructure,butatemporaryoneerectedeveryyearforthe
festival．GardnerandLieuseemtohavethissameunderstandingwhentheywrite,“􀆺 themost
importantfestivalremainedthecommemorationofMani􀆳smartyrdomwhenajudgementseat(bema)

wasraisedinthemiddleoftheworshippingcongregation．UponthiswasplacedaportraitofManito
celebratehiscontinuingpresenceinthecommunityoftheelect;andtosymbolizehispositionas
proxyforJesusuntilhisreturnasjudge．”〔１１〕TherectangularmountattheTangchaoDunsitelooks

９０２

〔４〕

〔５〕

〔６〕

〔７〕

〔８〕

〔９〕

〔１０〕

〔１１〕

Hickley,D．１９６６．TheAmboinEarlyLiturgicalPlanningＧaStudywithSpecialReferencetotheSyrianBema．Heythrop
Journal,７(４),４０７Ｇ４２７,４１７．

Ibid．,４１６．
“􀆺theh􀅰azzanhasaseparatereadingstandimmediatelyinfrontofandfacingthearkfromwhichheconductstheservice．”

(“Bimah”,EncyclopaediaJudaica,ed．MichaelBerenbaumandFredSkolnik,２nded．,vol．３,MacmillanReferenceUSA,２００７,pp．７０１Ｇ
７０２．GaleeBooks,available onlineatlink．gale．com/apps/doc/CX２５８７５０２９８２/GVRL? u＝ utoronto_ main&sid＝ bookmarkＧ
GVRL&xid＝１９bc４３９４．(Viewedon３１Oct．２０２１)．

WernerSundermann,“BĒMA,”EncyclopædiaIranica,Vol．IV,Fasc．２,pp．１３６Ｇ１３７;available online at https://

iranicaonline．org/articles/bemaＧfestivalＧmanicheans(Viewedon２６October２０２１)．
Ibid．
Ibid．
Trans．inGardner,I．,& Lieu,S．N．C．２００４．ManichaeantextsfromtheRomanEmpire．CambridgeUniversityPress．２３７．
Ibid．２５．
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likeapermanentstructure,andthereforewasunlikelyoneforaManichaeansite．
ThisleavesuswiththeChristianoptions,asthereisahistoryofbemauseinboththeEast

SyriacandtheWestSyriacChurches．Fortheformer,therearesubstantialdocumentationsofsuch
useinchurchdesignandliturgy,butveryfewextantsitesshowingsignsofabema．Thethree
survivingsitesarethetwo(SitesVandXI)inAlＧHirainSouthernIraq,andtheoneinBazian,

SulaymaniyahofNorthernIraq(Fig．５),allofthe６th Cent．〔１２〕FortheWestSyriac,thereisvery
littledocumentationbutquiteafewsites(aclusteroffortyＧfive)inanareaknownasLimestone
MassifinnorthwesternSyria (Fig．５)．Fordifferentiationofthe WestandEastSyriacchurches,

perhapstheshapeofthebema(particularlythatofitswesternedge)andtheformofthesanctuary．
FortheWest,abemaisalwaysinhorseshoeshape(i．e．,itswesternedgeisalwayscurved),andits
sanctuaryiseitherapsidalorflat．AchurchwitharectangularbemaandaflatＧwallsanctuary,like
theoneinTangchaoDun,doesnotappearinthe WestSyriaccluster．Furthermore,thepathway
shqaqonalinkingthebemaandthesanctuaryisalsoabsentforallthesitesinthe WestSyrian
cluster．〔１３〕Forthesereasons,aswellasthefactthatthereisaclearhistoryofEastSyriac(Jingjiao)

presenceintheregion(Turpan,e．g．)andintheMainland,butlittleifanywithrespecttotheWest
Syriac,itcanbeconcludedthattheTangchaoDunsitebelongstoJingjiao．

３．AgreeingwiththeIdealizedPlanandtheActualBuiltＧForm ofAlＧ
HiraSites

Asmentioned,thereiscleardocumentationofbemauseintheEast,forliturgyandchurch
design．TheseincludethegistoftheSynodofSeleuciaＧCtesiphon(４１０CE．)asrecordedinSyndicon
Orientale,thecommentariesbyGabrielQatraya(７thCent)andAbrahambarLipeh(７thCent．),and
theprescriptionsinAnonymiAuctorisExpositio (９th Cent．)．TheExpositio,reflectingevenolder
documentsandincorporatingteachingsfromtheCatholicosIsho􀆳yahbⅢ (７thCent．)andTimothyI
(９thCent．),wasthelastcommentarytospeakofthebemawhenthebemawasstillinuse．〔１４〕

BasedontheExpositio,J．M．Fieyworksoutanidealizedlayoutforabemachurch,〔１５〕andthis
plan,asillustratedbyBaumer,isshowninFig．６．〔１６〕Therearetwosidesinthelayout,northand
south,separatedbyawallwithdoorsinbetween．Onthenorthside,thereisathreeＧchamberstageat
theeastend,facingahall(nave)withabemainthemiddle．ThesouthernsideisaforecourtＧcumＧ

cemeterywitha“houseofprayer”(bethSlutho; ),likelyservingasanopenＧairchapel

０１２

〔１２〕

〔１３〕

〔１４〕

〔１５〕

〔１６〕

“Theseweremound１,moundv,andmoundXI．Thetwolatterturnedouttohidetheremainsofchurches,bothofwhich
probablydatefromthe６thcentury,thoughtheyhadundergonerepairsmorethanonceatsubsequentdates．”(Rice,D．T．１９３２．“The
OxfordExcavationsatHira”．Antiquity,６,２７６Ｇ２９１),２７９．“FurtherevidenceofabemaatthesiteofSulaimaniyainnorthwestIraq,

datingfromthesixthcentury,wasincludedwhenTaft􀆳sarticlewasrepublished．”(Cassis,２０１０．“TheBemaintheEastSyriacChurch
inLightofNewArchaeologicalEvidence”．Hugoye５(１),１９５Ｇ２１２．２０１Ｇ２．

Loosley,E．２０１２．ThearchitectureandliturgyofthebemainfourthＧtoＧsixthＧcenturySyrianchurches．Leiden:Brill．１０．
Taft,R．F．１９６８．“SomenotesontheBemaintheEastandWestSyrianTraditions”,OrientaliaChristianaPeriodica,３４,３２６Ｇ

３５９．３３７．
AsshowninCassis,２０１０,２０２．
Baumer,Christoph．２０１６．TheChurchoftheEast:AnIllustratedHistoryofAssyrianChristianity．NY:I．B．Tauris．１２４．
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wherepeoplecancomeandgodoingtheirdailyprayers,〔１７〕andifweatherpermits,wherethe
“summerchurch”(liturgyofthecatechumen)canbeheld．Thenorthernsideisthereforethe
worshiphallonthisidealizedplan,andthesouthernsidecomplimentarytoit．

InmoredetailedtermsandfollowingBaumer􀆳sillustration,theworshiphallislaidoutalongan
eastＧwestaxisandisaccessedthroughtwosoutherndoors,oneformen(７)andoneforwomen(８)．
AttheeastendarethreechamberswiththesanctuaryhostingtheEucharistaltar(１４)atthecenter,

thesacristy(１６)onthenorthsideandthebaptistry (５)onthesouth．Beforethesanctuaryisa
platform (qestroma)(２０)extendedoutintothelowernave,andfromthecenterofqestromaa

narrowpathway (shqaqona; )(２１)extendedfurtherintothenavetoalmostreachthe

staircaseforaccessingthetopofthebema(２２)．Ontopofthebemaareanaltar(Golgotha)(２３)

hostingthegospelandcrossandtwolecternsthatTaftcharacterizesaselevatedpulpits(２４SEand
２４NE)ofequalheightforthereadingsoftheOldandNewTestament．

IfweplaceFiey􀆳splanfortheworshiphallsidebysidewiththatoftheTangchaoDunchurch
site(Fig．７),wewillfindthemastonishinglysimilar．Thegeneraldispositionandlayout,thethreeＧ
Chambereastend,thelocationofthebema,thetwosouthernentrances,etc．,areallinagreement
betweentheidealizedplanandtheactuallayoutofTangchaoDun．Astotheshqaqonapathway(２１),

whichisadefiningfeatureofEastSyriacbemachurches,itdoesnotseemtobevisibleonthesite
photo．Itshouldbenoted,however,thatwhatweseeatthesiteislargelyahardenedbasestructure
supportingasuperＧstructure,whichwasprobablymadeofwood．Theshqaqona,alowandshort
walkwayconnectingtothecarvedＧoutstaircaseofthebemaanda(likely)woodenstaircaseatthe
sanctuaryＧqestroma,wouldhavebeenmadeofwoodanddidnotsurvivetheyears．

IfwelineupallthefourEastSyriacbemachurchsitesagainsttheplan(Fig．１１),wecanseethe
TangchaoDunsiteadheringnotonlywiththeidealizedplanbutalsothebuiltＧformsoftheAlＧHira
sitesattheEastSyriacheartland．(TheSulaymaniyahＧBazianchurch(Fig．１０)wasnotthattypicalas
itwaswithinofalargemonasterycomplex,andithadalongerbemaＧaltaraxisextendedtotheeast
toconnecttoamartyriumbehindthesanctuary．Also,thebemaisofhorseshoeshape,probablya
signofinfluencefromtheWestSyriacbemachurches(Fig．５))．

４．APerfectChurchonEarth

Abemachurch,asprescribedintheExpositio,hasthenaverepresentingtheWorldandthebema
signifyingJerusalem．OntopofthebemaarethealtaroftheGospel(Golgotha)andthetwopulpits
proclaimingtheWordofGod．ThesanctuaryＧqestromasymbolizestheParadiseandHeaven(Figs．６,

７),andthesacristy(betＧdiakon; )standsforNazareth．Thecelebrationoftheliturgyin

thissettingremindsoneofwhatGodandChristhaveaccomplishedformankind．Inthewordofthe
authoroftheExpositio:〔１８〕

１１２

〔１７〕

〔１８〕
Baumer,２０１６,１２４．
Connolly,R．H．ed．１９１１－１９１５．“Expositioofficiorumecclesiae,GeorgioArbelensivulgoadscripta&AbrahaeBarLipheh

interpretatioofficiorum”,CorpusScriptorumChristianorumOrientaliumScriptores．Syri１５０．
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Andknow this,brother,thatthisisthetrueguidanceofthechurch,thedivine
dispensationofourLord,in which weobserve [therites]in Heaven,Earth,Paradise,

JerusalemandNazareth,[reflectingon]whathasbeenachievedandfulfilledthereinthe
providenceofChrist．

WhattheExpositiohasconveyedishow,inbroadterms,theliturgyoftheWordandtheliturgy
oftheEucharistshouldproceed,onthebemaandsanctuaryrespectively．Forspecificity,wecould
attempttoapplytheframework ofthe Holy Qurbana．Theliturgy wouldthen beginatthe
sanctuary,fortheDoxology,theLord􀆳sPrayer,AnthemoftheChancelandLakhumara,duringwhich
thesanctuaryandaltararecelebratedandcensored．ItwouldlikelybeduringoraftertheTrisagion
thattheclergywouldfileupandproceedtothebema,overtheshqaqona．Onthebema,oneofthe
deacons,withblessingfromthepriest(bishop),standsuptothesoutheasternlectern(Fig．７,２４SE)

toreadtheOld Testament,andafteraSurayaresponsefromthecongregation,anotherdeacon
ascendsthenortheasternlectern (２４NE)toreadtheEpistles．ThepartforreadingtheGospel
commences,withthepriestfirstprayingearnestlyattheGolgotha(２３),censoringit,openingthe
Gospel,andreadingit．TheKarozuthaandlitanythenensue,andtheclergyareblessed,andthe
catechumenaredismissed．Thus,allthe“earthly”mattersaredealtwith,andtheclergystepsdown
fromthebema,movingacrosstheshqaqonaagainandreturningtotheqestromaandsanctuaryfor
the“heavenly”partoftheliturgy,whicharetheAnaphoraandthecommunion．Atcommunion,the
choirmountsthebematochantthecommunionantiphon“AnthemoftheBema”．

Theformatoftheworshipwasmeanttobeperfect,becauseGodandChristwere“perfectinall
holiness”( )〔１９〕,andassuch,thechurchcelebratingthemwasmeanttoperfect
aswellinitslayout．Notwithstanding,ofcourse,while“thisworldiscorrupt,butinthecomingworldthis
imperfectstatewillbetakenawayandgivenperfect”( )〔２０〕．
TheTangchaoDunchurch,initscloseadherencewiththeearliestteachingsoftheChurchofEast(Gabriel
Qatraya,AbrahambarLipehandtheExpositio),wastrulyaperfectchurchonearth．

５．TheSouthSide

ThesouthernsideofFiey􀆳slayouthasaforecourtＧcumＧcemeteryandabethslutho (houseof
prayer),withthemaingateopentotheeast(Fig．６)．Anexampleofsuchanarrangementcanstillbe
seentodayattheancientMorKuryakosChurchintheTurAbdinRegionofsoutheasternTurkey

２１２

〔１９〕

〔２０〕
Ibid．,Syri９９．
Ibid．,Syri２３９．
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(Fig．１２)．〔２１〕

Thisis,however,notthewaythesouthsideoftheTangchaoDunsitelookslike,asitdoesnot
seemtobeanopenＧairspacebutanenclosedone,withonlyinternaldoorsconnectingtothenorthern
hall(Fig．３a)．Itcould,asthepictureshows,serveanarthexorantechamberfacilitatingthewaiting
andentryofmenandwomenintothemainhallthroughtheirrespectivedoor,andaccommodatingthe
catechumenwhenweredismissedatthestartoftheEucharist．Also,giventhelimitedspaceinthe
mainhallbecauseofthebema,itisconceivablethatthetwosideswereusedjointlyonregularor
feastdays．Inthissense,thechurchcanbethoughtofasadoubleＧnavechurch,liketheoneinSufyon
(southofSamarqand)discoveredin２００４Ｇ７(Fig．１３)．

Itshouldalsobenotedthatthisauxiliaryside,likethemainhall,hasathreeＧchamberstageas
well,althoughthecentralchamberismuchsmaller,thusnotbeingasanctuary．Thiseastendcould
thereforeserveasabethSluthoforperformingnonＧEucharistliturgiessuchasthedailyoffices,

sacramentsofmatrimony,oilofunction,etc．,andforeducatingcatechumenandrecruitingnew
converts．

６．ConcludingRemarks

ArchaeologicalworksareonＧgoinginTangchaoDun,andgiventheimmensesizeoftheground,

itwillnotbesoonbeforeafullpictureofthecityanditspeople,aswellasthatofthechurchandits
community,toberevealed．Wewould,however,notethatthearchaeologistshavedatedthecitytothe
６thCentury,andthechurchsitetotheTangperiod (commencing６４０CE．)orGaochangＧUighur
period(commencing８６６CE．)．Thecurrentrangeofestimateisbroadandwillnodoubtberefinedas
thearchaeologicalworkscontinue．Wecould,ifweindulge,speculateonwhatanearlyandalatedate
couldmeanforthehistoryofChristianityinChina(orChristianityingeneral,ifonesoviewsit)．

Shoulditbeofalaterdate,couldtheChristiansleavingtheMainlandafter８４５CEbecauseofan
imperialdecreebanningmonasticismhavesomethingtodowiththebuildingofthischurch?Itseems
unlikely,astheseChristians,aftertwocenturiesofworshippinginChineseＧstyled 大秦寺 DaqinShi
[Jingjiaotemple],wouldunlikelywanttoorknowhowtobuildachurchofthiskind．Thatmeans
thatthischurchwasbuiltbyaChristiancommunityalreadyinexistenceintheregion．Ifso,this
seemstomeanthattherewasanEastSyriacpresenceintheWesternRegionatthesametimewhen
JingjiaowasbeingpropagatedintheMainlandundertheauspiceofthe６３８CE．Decree．

Inthescenarioofanearlierdate (say,early７th Century),itwould meanthatEastSyriac
Christiansarrivedintheregioninthelate６thCenturyifnotearlier,asitwouldtaketimeforthemto
establishthemselvesinsocietyto,forexample,obtaintheprivilegeofbuildingachurchinthecentral
partofthecity．Inatypicalancientwalledcity,suchalocationimpliesendorsement(andperhaps
membership)oftheupperandrulingclass．〔２２〕AlopenjourneyedintotheMainlandin６３５CE．We

３１２

〔２１〕

〔２２〕

UfukElygit,TahsinKorkut,“BethSlutho(SummerChurch/PrayerHouse)TraditioninTurAbdinRegion．”TheJournal
ofSocialSciencesInstitute．２０２０,４９,１７５Ｇ２０６．http://www．yyusbedergisi．com/dergiayrinti/turＧabdinＧbolgesindeＧbethＧsluthoＧyazlikＧ
kiliseＧduaＧeviＧgelenegi_１２２５(ViewedonNov．１,２０２１)

Mumford,L．(１９８９)．Thecityinhistory:itsorigins,itstransformations,anditsprospects．HarcourtBraceJovanovich．３５,

６３．
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couldask,didhetravelpastthem (stayingperhapsbrieflyasaguest),ordidhecomefrom within
them?Inanycase,thisscenarioalsopresumesanEastSyriacpresenceinthe WesternRegionin
parallelwithJingjiaointheMainland．〔２３〕

Lastly,itisworthnotingfromFig．５thatthethreeEastSyriacbemachurchsitespriortothis
newdiscoveryareallinthewesternendofthevastChurchoftheEastdomain,whereasthenew
discoveryisattheeasternend．Inbetween,nobemachurcheshavebeendiscoveredorareknownto
haveexisted．Furthermore,thethreesiteswerehighＧprofiledchurchesintheEastSyriacheartland,

withAlＧHiraSiteV(Fig．８)andSiteXI(Fig．９)belongingtotheEastSyriacPatriarchalProvinceof
SeleuciaＧCtesiphon,andtheSulaimanyaＧBaziansitelyingonly１５０kmfromErbil,thebirthplaceof
theChurchoftheEast．TheTangchaoDunchurch,therefore,resonateswiththesethree most
historicalandimportantchurchesoftheChurchoftheEast．HisHolinessMarAwaIII,thecurrent
CatholicosＧPatriarchoftheChurch,inlearningaboutthediscoverynewsandseeingthephotos,

advisedthisauthorinaudiencethat “itis mostlikelyherein Tangchao Dunanepiscopalor
archiepiscopalsee．”

Gratitude:IwouldliketothankProf．ZhuDonghua,Prof．PaulosHuang,Mr．DanielYeung,Dr．
LiuBoyunandtheJingjiaoWeChatGroupfortheiradviceandsupport．

４１２

〔２３〕 Thisauthor,inaseparatepaper,hasarguedthattheJingjiaomanuscriptYishenLun (OnOneＧGod)isoriginatedinthe
WesternRegion(suchasGaochang),andassuch,ithintsattheexistenceofaChristiancommunityinthatregionbeforeandinparallel
withAlopen􀆳smissionintoMainlandChina．See谭大卫 DavidTam．“古代文书«一神论»的写作地点”(“ThePlaceofAuthorshipfor
theAncientChristianDocumentYishenLun(OnOneＧGod)”)．道风基督教文化评论 Logos&Pneuma,５５２０２１,１７２Ｇ１７３．
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