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A Dialogue on the Overall Situation of Religious Studies in Contemporary China
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from Univ. of Tokyo ,Chief editor for International Journal of Sino-Western Studies (www. SinoWesternStudies. com) and Brill
Yearbook of Chinese Theology (www. brill. com/yct). Email : Paulos. z. huang(@ gmail. com.

Xinping ZHUO. Fellow of CASS, Researcher at Institute of World Religious Studies. Standing Committee Member of
China’s National People’s Congress,Chairman of the Chinese Religious Society, previous director of the Institute of World
Religions. Ph. D. Munich University, expert on religious studies, Christianity and Marxist religious theory. He has
published or edited over thirty books,and has over 200 academical articles. Previously chief editor of Studies in Chinese
Religions and of many academic series. Email : zhuoxp@cass. org. cn

Abstract : This dialogue was conducted on December 18,2017 at the Institute of World Religions at the Chinese Academy
of Social Sciences (CASS) in Beijing. There were three main parts.

1. The key events and elements that influenced Zhuo to choose an academic career are mainly his family background
and his education experience in the English language. When religious studies were still sensitive, Zhuo had the opportunity
to get familiar with the subject and started his studies in a master degree program at CASS. Finally, he went to Munich
University to pursue his Ph. D. (1983-1988) and received a strong education in the perspectives and methodologies of
religious studies.

2.7Zhuo’s career in religious studies as a scholar and leading academic organizer. 2. 1 Zhuo has studied and published
diligently,and worked as vice director and director of the Institute of World Religions (CASS) ,and was also chairman of
Chinese Religious Society for 25 years. 2. 2 Three steps in his research career:2. 2. 1 The history and current situation of
religious studies in the West, with published works such as China und ihre Bezugnahme zu Religionstheorie des Westens
(Peter Lang Verlag,1988),Religions and Cultures, On the Origin of Religions, An Introduction to Research in Western
Religious Studies. 2. 2. 2 Christianity in China:the history of Christianity,the system of thought and the history of Chinese
Christianity, with published works such as Biblical Appreciation, On Christianity, Contemporary Protestant Christian
Theology, Contemporary Catholic Theology, and Record on Christianity and Judaism. 2. 2. 3 The strategy of studies on
religion in China,and the relationship between globalized religions and the development of China with works such as An
Exploration on Marxist Opinions on Religion. 2. 3. The leading academic organizer working to construct a religious
research platform as chairman of the Chinese Religious Society,organizing conferences and publishing, both domestically
and internationally. A critical reflection on the system of doctoral student training in China.

3. A reflection on the current situation and future of religious studies in China. It is primarily necessary to get rid of
considering religious studies to be a sensitive discipline for the development of China,it is necessary to Sinicize Christianity
in China. Scholars should not only focus on pure academic research,but should also pay attention to and address the policy
needs of the Chinese government so as to find opportunities for the development of religious studies. Thus,realistic social

research is important,otherwise,it is difficult to continue with studies on religion in China.

Key Words: religious studies, sensitive, Christianity, research platform, realistic social research
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This number is a special volume to Patristic Studies in China.

In the column of Humanities, Theology, and Chinese National Studies we have published
Yuehua CHEN'’s ( Zhejiang University ) “ When did Philosophy converts to Religion? Early
Augustine’s Confession before His Confessions” and Longfei XU’s (Peking University) “On the
Horizon (Origin, Beginning) of the Right: About the Christianization of Tus Romanum and his
Meaning for the Contemporaneous Jurisprudence”.

In the column of Practical Theology and Sino-Western Views on Church and Society, we have
published Qiujuan ZHANG’s (Beijing University of Language and Culture) “John Hick’s Religious
Pluralism in a Perspective of Cultural Heterogeneity” and Teng HE’s (University of Bonn)
“Augustine on Will and Sin”.

In the column of Chinese and Western Classics and the Bible, we have published Lu JIANG
(Zhongshan University) “The Treatment on Logical Reasoning in Mingli tan and Qiongli xue” and
Shufeng TIAN’s (Zhongshan University) “The First treatise on Aristotelian Ethics in China and its
Origin”.

In the column of Church History in the West and in China, we have published Colten YAM
(Chinese University of Hong Kong) “Marius Victorinus’ influence on Augustine’s Trinitarian
theology” and Zhenyu ZHU'’s (Zhejiang University) “Dante’s Hell as Civitas Diaboli”.

In the column ofComparative Religious and Cultural Studies, we have published Yingying
ZHANG (China Academy of Social Sciences) “Henry of Ghent and the Doomed Failure of Divine
Illumination” and Shuai SUN’s (Renmin University of China) “Calvin’s Doctrine of Trinity and
Patristic Tradition”.

In the column of Reviews and Academic Reports, we have published Jia JIANG’s (Zhongshan
University) “The Movement of Neo-Thomism and the Ensuing Transformation of Discourse of
Power in Roman Catholic Church”, Yanghua TAQO’s (Zhejiang Industry University) “ The
Divergence of Love and The Genesis of Historical Reality: An Inquire into Augustine’s Thesis of
Two Cities”, and Mingyu MA’s (Catholic University of Leuven) “The similarities and differences
between the Aristotelian relations and the duality relations; From the traditional square of
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oppositions to the Buridanian octagons.’

30



