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English Title:
Unchangeable and Changeable: Chen Chonggui’s Biblical Interpretation and Chinese Society

ZHAO Pan
Post-doctor, School of Philosophy. Hongshan District, Yujiahu Rd. Post-Doctoral Dormitory, Wuhan University. 430000
Wuhan City, Hubei Province, P. R. China. Tel. +8615071263218. Email: zhaopan813@ gmail. com

Abstract: CHEN Chonggui (Marcus Cheng, 1884-1963), a famous Chinese Church leader in the Republican era of
China, has written a lot of biblical interpretative articles. As a Fundamentalist,Chen insisted on the authority of the Bible
and applied biblical teachings to not only the individual’s life but also to social and political issues. In the 1930s,he wrote
devotional interpretative articles on the whole Bible, expressing his social reform thought by associating Israelite history
with China’s social and political situation. In the Anti-Japanese War, being concerned with the fate of China, Chen
proposed a new biblical reading approach that substituted “China "for “Israel” in the promises found in the Prophets. In
the 1950s, Chen researched the book of Philemon to support the Three-self Patriotic Movement. Chen applied the
unchangeable Scriptures to the changeable social and political context of China, attempting to meet social and political

needs.

Key Words: Chen Chonggui;Biblical Interpretation; Chinese Society; Republican era of China;Christianity
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