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hasnowbecomeanimportantspiritualandculturalforceintheRussiansociety．Inthepast３０years,theRussian
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TheRussianOrthodoxChurchwentthroughextremeturbulenceinthe２０thcentury:afterthe
OctoberRevolutionof１９１７,theOrthodoxChurchlostitsstatusasastatereligion;duringtheSoviet
period,theOrthodoxChurchstruggled;in１９８５,afterGorbachev(М．С．Горбачёв)cametopower,

whilepursuingeconomicandpoliticalreforms,apolicyofreligioustoleranceandopennesscametobe
implemented,whichlaidthefoundationfortherevivaloftheOrthodoxChurch．In１９８８,onthe
occasionofthethousandＧyearanniversaryofthebaptismofRus,theRussianOrthodoxChurchheld
aseriesofcelebrations,andgotthegovernment􀆳sapprovalandsupport,andsotherevivalofthe
OrthodoxChurchwasinitiated．Thirtyyearson,theOrthodoxChurchhasnowbecomeanimportant
spiritualandculturalforceinRussiansociety．Thispaperintendstostudytheworkcarriedoutby
theRussian Orthodox ChurchsincetheenthronementofPatriarch Kirill (Кирилл,１９４６Ｇ)on
February１,２００９,toanalyzethecontinuationofthework,whichtheRussianOrthodoxChurchhas
doneinthepasttenyears,thetrendoftransformationonthebasisofthecontinuation,andproblems
andchallengesfacedintheprocessofitsdevelopmentandtransformation．

Beforethediscussionoftheseissues,theauthorintendssetthestageforthedevelopmentofthe
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RussianOrthodoxChurchinthepast３０years．Forthisproblem,scholarshavedefineditfrom
differentangles,suchasthereligioussociologistrepresentedbyCinelina(Ю．Ю．Синелина,１９７２－
２０１３),fromtheperspectiveofRussiannationalreligiousbelief,dividesthedevelopmentofthe
RussianOrthodoxyin１９８９－２０１２intofourphases．〔１〕Thisarticlefocusesonthedevelopmentof
theOrthodoxChurch,anddividesthedevelopmentprocessoftheRussianOrthodoxChurchinto
threestages:

Thefirststage,theOrthodoxChurchtookholdinRussia(１９８８－１９９７)．Afterthethousandth
anniversarycommemorationofthebaptism ofRus,theOrthodoxChurchdevelopedrapidly:the
numberofbelieversincreaseddramatically,churcheswererepairedandbuilt,andthepriesthoodwas
restored．FortheOrthodoxChurch,whatismoresignificantisthatitslegalrightshavebeenlegally
confirmed．In１９９３,the Russian FederationadoptedthecurrentConstitution．TheConstitution
stipulatesthattheRussianFederationisasecularstate,nostateorobligatoryreligion maybe
established,andreligiousassociationsshallbeequalbeforethelaw．〔２〕“Everyoneshallbeguaranteed
thefreedom ofconscience,thefreedom ofreligion,includingtherighttoprofessindividuallyor
togetherwithothersanyreligionortoprofessnoreligionatall,tofreelychoose,possessand
disseminatereligiousand otherviewsand actaccordingtothem．”〔３〕In １９９７,the Russian
Federation􀆳sreligious law On Freedom of Conscience and on Religious Associations was
promulgated．Thislawreaffirmedthebasicprinciplesofthefreedomofbeliefinthe１９９０lawOn
FreedomofConscienceandReligiousOrganizationsissuedbytheSovietUnionandthelawOn
FreedomofBelief oftheRussianSovietFederativeSocialistRepublicsignedbyYeltsin (Б．Н．
Ельцин,１９３１－２００７)in１９９０,whilefurtheraffirmingthespecialroleoftheOrthodoxChurchin
history,theformationanddevelopmentofRussianspiritualculture,andleftacertainspaceforthe
furtherdevelopmentofreligionandtheinteraction ofreligion withtheseculardomain．The
ConstitutionoftheRussianFederationandthereligiouslawOnFreedomofConscienceandon
ReligiousAssociationsprovideapracticalguaranteefortheOrthodoxChurch􀆳sfootholdandfurther
developmentinRussiansociety．

Thesecondstage,theperiodofcomprehensivedevelopment(theBishop􀆳sCouncilinNovemberＧ
Decemberof１９９７totheendof２００８)．Inthesetenyears,thedirectionandpoliciesoftheRussian
OrthodoxChurchinvariousfieldswerelaidout,suchastherelationshipbetweentheChurchandthe
state,educationintheologicalschools,religiouseducationinsecularschools,missionarywork,social
service,massmediaandpublication,andrelationshipswithotherChristiandenominationsandother
religions．

Thethirdstage,theperiodofreformandtransformation(Februaryof２００９totheendofJanuary
of２０１９)．ThisisthefirstdecadeinwhichKirillledtheworkoftheRussianOrthodoxChurch．After
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See:Синелина Ю．Ю．Религиозностьвсовременной России// Отечественныезаписки．２０１３．№．１．(Sinelina Y．Y．,
“ReligiosityinModernRussia”,DomesticNotes,２０１３,No．１．)Inthefirstphase(from１９８９tothemidＧ１９９０s),thenumberofbelievers
increaseddramatically．Inthesecondphase(fromthemidＧ１９９０sto２００４),thegrowthofbelieversslowed．Inthethirdstage,２００４－
２００５,thenumberofreligiousbelieversbasicallystoppedgrowing．Inthefourthstage(２００６to２０１２),thenumberofreligiousbelievers
furtherincreased．

TheConstitutionoftheRussianFederation．Chapter１,article１４．
TheConstitutionoftheRussianFederation．Chapter２,article２８．
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KirillbecamePatriarchoftheRussianOrthodoxChurch,hecontinuedthepolicyofPatriarchAlexy
Ⅱ (АлексийⅡ,１９２９－２００８;PatriarchfromJune１０,１９９０toDecember５,２００８),strovetoreform
theRussian OrthodoxChurch,graduallyshiftedthedevelopmentoftheOrthodoxChurchfrom
“quantity”growthto“quality”growth,andsoughtthevoiceoftheRussianOrthodoxChurchinthe
Orthodoxworld．ThisarticleisdevotedtothedevelopmentandchangesoftheRussianOrthodox
Churchduringthisperiod．

Ⅰ　DevelopmentoftheInheritance

DuringthetenureofPatriarchAlexyⅡ,hebasicallysetthedirectionandtoneoftheinternal
developmentoftheRussianOrthodoxChurch,interactionwithsecularsociety,andrelationshipswith
otherChristiandenominationsandotherreligions．AftertheenthronementofPatriarch Kirill,he
continuedtheformerguidelinesandpoliciesinmanyaspects,butatthesametimehealsomademany
newachievements．

１．１　InheritanceanddevelopmentwithintheOrthodoxChurch
First,thenumberofdioceses,parishes,monasteriesandclericshassteadilyincreased．Compared

withtherapiddevelopmentoftheChurchfrom１９８８to２００８,thefirstdecadeofKirill􀆳stenurewasa
periodofthesteadygrowthoftheChurch．Theincreaseofchurcheshasbenefitedtosomeextent
fromtheintroductionofnewlaws．InDecember２０１０,thelawAboutTransferringtheProperty
withthe Religious Appointment whichis StateＧowned or Municipal Propertyto Religious
Organizationscameintoeffect,whichpromotedthereturnoftheproperty withthereligious
appointmenttotheOrthodoxChurch．Thedramaticincreaseofdiocesesiscloselyrelatedtothe
institutionaladjustmentoftheChurchproposedbyKirill．Inthisregard,amoredetaileddiscussion
willbegiveninthesecondpartofthearticle“TransformationintheDevelopment”．Thefollowing
tableisasetofbasicdatafrom the Russian Orthodox Church,whichallowsa morevisual
observationofitsdevelopmentoverthepast３０years．
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Table１　BasicdataofRussianOrthodoxChurch〔４〕

Year archdiocese diocese parish monastery bishop priest deacon

１９８８ ６７/７６〔５〕 ６８００ ２１/２２〔６〕 ７４ ６６７４ ７２３

１９９２ １４３

１９９４ １１４ １５９８５ ２８１ １３６ １２８４１ １４０２

１９９７ １２４ １８０００ ３９０ １４６

２０００ １３０ １９４１７ ５４５ １５３

２００４ ２６５９０ ６５２ １７３

２００８ １５７ ２９２６３ ８０４ ２０３ ２７２１６ ３４５４

２０１１ １６４ ３０６７５ ８０５ ２１７ ２９３２４ ３８５０

２０１３ ３３ ２４７ ３３４８９〔７〕 ２９０ ３０４３０ ３７６５

２０１６ ５７ ２９３ ３４７６４ ３５４ ３５１７１ ４８１６

２０１７ ６０ ３０３ ３６８７８ ９４４ ３７７ ３４７７４ ４６４０

２０１８ ３０４ ３８１

８８１

〔４〕

〔５〕

〔６〕

〔７〕

Sourcesofdata:ReportsmadebytheRussianOrthodoxPatriarchsatpreviousBishops􀆳CouncilsandthereportofPatriarch
KirillattheMoscowDiocesanCouncilin２００８．

１)АлексийⅡ (Ридигер)ЦерковьидуховноевозрождениеРоссии．Т．１．Слова,речи,послания,обращения,１９９０－１９９８．М．,１９９９．
[Alexy Ⅱ (Ridiger)TheChurchandtheSpiritualRevivalofRussia．Vol．１．Words,Speeches,Missives,appeals,１９９０－１９９８．
M．,１９９９．]

２)ДокладСвятейшегоПатриархаАлексияⅡнаАрхиерейскомСоборе１９９７года．[ReportofHisHolinessPatriarchAlexyⅡ at
theBishops􀆳Councilin１９９７．]http://www．patriarchia．ru/db/text/４２１７１８．html．

３)ДокладСвятейшегоПатриарха МосковскогоивсеяРусиАлексия Ⅱ наАрхиерейскомСоборе２０００года．[ReportofHis
HolinessPatriarchAlexyⅡofMoscowandAllRus‘attheBishops’Councilin２０００．]http://www．patriarchia．ru/db/text/４２１８６３．
html．

４)ДокладПатриархаМосковскогоивсеяРусиАлексияⅡнаАрхиерейскомСобореРусскойПравославнойЦеркви３октября２００４
года．[ReportofPatriarchAlexyⅡofMoscowandAllRus‘attheBishops’CouncilonOct．３,２００４．]http://www．patriarchia．ru/

db/text/４２０１３０．html．
５)ДокладМестоблюстителяПатриаршегоПрестоламитрополитаСмоленскогоиКалининградскогоКирилланаПоместномСоборе

РусскойПравославнойЦеркви(Москва,２７Ｇ２９января２００９года)．[ReportofthePatriarchalLocum Tenens,MetropolitanKirillof
SmolenskandKaliningradattheLocalCounciloftheRussian OrthodoxChurch (Moscow,January２７Ｇ２９,２００９)]http://www．
patriarchia．ru/db/text/５４１７２４．html

６)ДокладПатриархаМосковскогоивсеяРусиКирилланаАрхиерейскомСобореРусскойПравославнойЦеркви(２февраля２０１１
года)．[ReportofPatriarchKirillofMoscowandAllRus‘attheBishops’CounciloftheRussianOrthodoxChurch (February２,

２０１１)]http://www．patriarchia．ru/db/text/１４０２８８９．html
７)ДокладСвятейшегоПатриархаКирилланаАрхиерейскомСобореРусской Православной Церкви (２февраля２０１３года)．

[ReportofHisHolinessPatriarchKirillofMoscowandAllRus‘attheBishops’CounciloftheRussianOrthodoxChurch(February２,

２０１３)]http://www．patriarchia．ru/db/text/２７７０９２３．html
８)ДокладСвятейшегоПатриархаКирилланаАрхиерейскомСобореРусской Православной Церкви (２февраля２０１６года)．

[ReportofHisHolinessPatriarchKirillofMoscowandAllRus‘attheBishops’CounciloftheRussianOrthodoxChurch(February
２,２０１６)]http://www．patriarchia．ru/db/text/４３６６０６３．html

９)ДокладСвятейшегоПатриархаКирилланаАрхиерейскомСобореРусскойПравославнойЦеркви (２９ноябряＧ２декабря２０１７
года)．[ReportofHisHolinessPatriarchKirillofMoscowandAllRus‘attheBishops’CounciloftheRussianOrthodoxChurch
(November２９ＧDecember２,２０１７)]http://www．patriarchia．ru/db/text/５０７２９９４．html

１０)ДокладСвятейшегоПатриархаКирилланаЕпархиальномсобранииг．Москвы(２１декабря２０１８года)．[ReportofHisHoliness
PatriarchKirillattheDiocesanMeetingofMoscow (December２１,２０１８)]http://www．patriarchia．ru/db/text/５３２７２２８．html．

Thenumberis６７attheBishops􀆳Councilin１９９４,thenumberis７６attheLocalCounciloftheRussianOrthodoxChurchin２００９．
Thenumberis２１attheBishops􀆳Councilin２０００,thenumberis２２attheLocalCounciloftheRussianOrthodoxChurchin２００９．
Thestatisticalmethodsofthisyearandthereafterhavechanged,andthechurcheswhereLiturgyiscelebratedarecounted．
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　　Inaddition,theRussianOrthodoxChurchhasacceleratedthepaceofdevelopmentinfarＧabroad
countries〔８〕,onthe one hand,activelyreviveditsinfluencein Europe;onthe other hand,

strengtheneditsspreadinAsiaandtheArabregion．InEurope,theSt．NicholasCathedralinNice,

France,wasreturnedtotheRussian OrthodoxChurch,HolyTrinityCathedralandtheRussian
OrthodoxSpiritualandCulturalCenterwerebuiltinParis;thePatriarchalMetochion(подворье)〔９〕

inItalywasreturnedtotheRussianOrthodoxChurch;theViennadioceseoftheRussianOrthodox
ChurchwasrecognizedbytheAustriangovernment;thechurchoftheNativityofChristbelongingto
theRussianOrthodoxChurchwasbuiltinMadrid,Spain．InAsiaandtheArabregion,newchurches
andmonasteriescontinuedtobebuiltinThailand,andnewparisheswereopenedin Malaysiaand
Cambodia;inSharjah,theUnited ArabEmirates,thefirstRussian Orthodoxchurch,St．Philip􀆳s
church,whichbeganconstructionduringthetenureofPatriarchAlexyⅡ,wascompleted,andwas
openedforbelieversin２０１２．Andin２０１３PatriarchKirillofMoscowandallRus􀆳paidhisfirstvisit
toChina,andcelebratedDevineLiturgyatthechurchesofShanghaiandHarbin．Thisvisitinthe
contextofthegoodneighborlyrelationsandpartnershipbetween RussiaandChinalooksvery
promisingfortheOrthodoxChurchinChina．〔１０〕ThustheRussianOrthodoxChurchledbyKirillis
nolongersatisfiedwiththetraditionalmissionaryareasandbeginstopenetrateCatholic,Buddhist
andIslamicmajorityareas．

Second,the Russian Orthodox Churchregulatedtheveneration ofthe New Martyrsand
Confessors〔１１〕．AnimportantcontributionduringthetenureofAlexyⅡ wastheglorificationofNew
Martyrsand Confessors．From １９８８to２００８,morethan２,７００saints werecanonized．〔１２〕The
canonizationoftheNew MartyrsandConfessorsisasignificanteventinthehistoryoftheRussian
OrthodoxChurch．“Itisoneofthemostimportantreligiousinitiativestochangethelifeofmodern
RussianChurch．”〔１３〕ThismovenotonlyledtotheunificationoftheRussianOrthodoxChurch
OutsideRussia(ROCOR)andtheMotherChurch,butalsotosomeextentmadepeoplehaveamore
comprehensiveunderstanding ofthe Russian history ofthe２０thcentury．AfteralargeＧscale
canonizationattheturnofthecentury,Kirillturnedhisfocustoworkfollowingthecanonization,

furtherregulatingthevenerationofNew MartyrsandConfessors,suchastheestablishmentof
liturgicalrituals,writingbiographiesandhymns,inordertoavoidthevenerationofmartyrsand
confessorswhohavenotbeencanonized．Atthesametime,theRussian OrthodoxChurchalso
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〔１０〕

〔１１〕

〔１２〕

〔１３〕

FarＧabroadcountries(дальнеезарубежье),thisconceptoriginatedafterthecollapseoftheSovietUnion,andwasgenerally
usedtorefertocountriesthatdidnotbelongtotheCommonwealthofIndependentStates．

Metochionisgenerallyaffiliatedwithamonastery．Metochioninthecityisusedtohelpthemonasterycollectdonationsand
receivepilgrims．

See:Paulos Huangand NikolaySamoylov,“Orthodoxyin China:History,CurrentStateandProspectsforStudies”,

InternationalJournalofSinoＧWesternStudies,№１４,(２０１８),７．
RussianNew MartyrsandConfessorsrefertotheRussianOrthodoxclericsandlaypeoplewhosufferedduringthe２０th

centuryduetofactorssuchaspoliticsandthewar．

ДокладМестоблюстителя ПатриаршегоПрестоламитрополитаСмоленскогоиКалининградскогоКирилланаПоместном
СобореРусскойПравославнойЦеркви．Москва,２７Ｇ２９января２００９года．[ReportofthePatriarchalLocumTenens,MetropolitanKirill
ofSmolenskandKaliningradattheLocalCounciloftheRussianOrthodoxChurch (Moscow,January２７Ｇ２９,２００９)]http://www．
patriarchia．ru/db/text/５４１７２４．html

ГеоргийМитрофанов (протоиерей)ИсторияРусской Православной Церкви:１９００－１９２７．СПб．,２００２．С．３．[Georgy
Mitrofanov(Archpriest),HistoryoftheRussianOrthodoxChurch:１９００－１９２７．St．Petersburg,２００２,p．３．]
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activelypropagatedtheachievementsofthe New Martyrsand Confessorstosociety,organized
relatedliterarycompetitions,andpublishedvariousbooks．Thisisnotonlythepopularizationofthe
venerationoftheNewMartyrsandConfessors,butalsoreflectstheattitudeoftheRussianOrthodox
Churchtothehistoryofthepast２０thcentury．

Finally,theRussianOrthodoxChurchconsolidatedthecauseoftheunificationoftheChurch．In
areportmadebyPatriarch KirillintheLocalCouncilin２００９,hepointedoutthatthegreat
achievementofPatriarchAlexy Ⅱ wastostrengthentheunityoftheChurch．Inhistenure,the
RussianOrthodoxChurchOutsideRussiareturnedtotheMotherChurchin２００７．〔１４〕Maintaining
theunityoftheOrthodoxChurchisalsoanimportanttaskforKirill．Kirillstressedthatitis
necessarytostrengthentherelationofOrthodoxChurchesintheterritoryoftheformerSoviet
Union,suchastherelationshipbetweenOrthodoxChurchesofthefivecountriesinCentralAsia,the
BalticStatesandtheRussian MotherChurch,andcontinuetosolveissuesrelatedtoEstonian,

MoldovanandUkrainianOrthodoxChurches．OntheissueoftheOrthodoxChurchinEstonia〔１５〕,

KirillcontinuedtoengageindialoguewiththeEstoniangovernmenttodefendtherightsofthe
RussianOrthodoxChurchinEstonianterritory,andtocommunicatewiththeOrthodoxChurchof
Constantinople．Theefforthasnotyetreachedtheidealresult,butthedevelopmentoftheRussian
OrthodoxChurchin Estoniahasbasicallystabilized．Ontheissueofthe Orthodox Churchin
Moldova〔１６〕,thedivisionofChurchduetotheestablishmentofthe “DioceseofBessarabia”has

０９１

〔１４〕

〔１５〕

〔１６〕

TheRussianOrthodoxChurchOutsideRussia(Русскаяправославнаяцерковьзаграницей,РПЦЗ),wasestablishedinthe
１９２０s．Itconsistedmainlyofemigrantswhowereexiledbytherevolutionof１９１７andthecivilwar．In１９２７,thebishopSergius(Сергий,

１８６７－１９４３)issuedthe“Declaration”(Декларация)callingontheOrthodoxChurchtoreconcilewiththeSovietregime．TheRussian
OrthodoxChurchOutsideRussiaexpresseddisapprovalofthis,andsplitwiththeMotherChurch．Fromtheendofthe２０thcenturyto
thebeginningofthe２１stcentury,theRussianOrthodoxChurchmadeaseriesofeffortsfortheunificationofChurch．OnMay１７,２００７,

aliturgywasheldattheCathedralofChristtheSaviourinMoscow,anddocumentsweresignedtoconfirmthattheRussianOrthodox
ChurchOutsideRussiaisansemiＧautonomouspart(самоуправляемаячасть)oftheRussianOrthodoxChurch．

TheRussianOrthodoxChurchregardsEstoniaasitscanonicalterritory．In１９２０,theEstonianOrthodoxChurchofthe
MoscowPatriarchatewasestablished．In１９２３,theOrthodoxChurchofConstantinopleestablisheditsownEstonian Autonomous
ChurchinEstonia;in１９７８,theOrthodoxChurchofConstantinopledeclaredtheestablishmentoftheEstonianAutonomousChurchin
１９２３invalid;inFebruary１９９６,theOrthodoxChurchofConstantinopleannouncedtherestorationofthedocumentof１９２３andthe
establishmentofanautonomousOrthodoxChurchofConstantinopleinEstonia．ThisactappearedtotheRussianOrthodoxChurchasa
violationofitsrightsinthecanonicalterritory．ThebelieversoftheEstonianOrthodoxChurch(MoscowPatriarchate)are８Ｇ１０times
morenumerousthanthebelieversoftheEstonian AutonomousChurch (thePatriarchateofConstantinople)(See:thereportof
PatriarchKirillattheBishop􀆳sCouncilin２０１１),buttheEstonianAutonomousChurch(thePatriarchateofConstantinople)andthe
LutheranChurchreceivedgreatersupportfromthegovernment,whichledtorestrictionsonthedevelopmentofparishesoftheEstonian
OrthodoxChurchoftheMoscowPatriarchate．

Canonicalterritory(каноническаятерритория)isaconceptintroducedtotheRussian OrthodoxChurchinthe１９９０sbythe
relationshipwithotherChristiandenominations．ItreferstothespecificareainwhichtheLocalOrthodoxChurchactsaccordingtothe
ChurchCanon．ThereisnosuchconceptintheChurchCanon．Inordertoestablishtheauthorityandlegitimacyofthisconcept,the
RussianOrthodoxChurchtracesthisconceptbacktotheapostoliceraandpointsouttheprinciplesofChurchactivitiescontainedinthis
concept．TheRussianOrthodoxChurchconsidersitscanonicalterritorytoincludethebelieversinRussia,Ukraine,Belarus,Moldova,

Kazakhstan,Uzbekistan,Turkmenistan,Kyrgyzstan,Tajikistan,Estonia,Latviaand Lithuania．See:Иларион (Алфеев)．Принцип
«каноническойтерритории»вправославнойтрадиции．https://azbyka．ru/kanonicheskayaＧterritoriya

TheMoldovanOrthodoxChurchisanautonomousChurchoftheMoscowPatriarchate,whosecanonicalterritorycoversthe
RepublicofMoldovaandDniesterRiver．AttheendofOctober２００７,theRomanianOrthodoxChurchdecidedtoestablishsevennew
dioceses,includingtherestorationofthreediocesesinthearchdioceseofBessarabia．TheRomanianOrthodoxChurchstatedthatthree
dioceseswereincludedinthearchdioceseofBessarabiabefore１９４４．TheRussian Orthodox Churchconsidersthisactionofthe
RomanianOrthodoxChurchintheterritoryofMoldovatobeillegalandthatitunderminesthesovereigntyofMoldova．
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deepenedthecontroversybetweenthe Russian Orthodox Churchandthe Romanian Orthodox
Church．InthefaceofthedivisionoftheChurchandthedissatisfactionofMoldovanstateleaders
withthestatusoftheMoldovanOrthodoxChurch〔１７〕,theRussianOrthodoxChurchactivelyrepaired
andstrengthenedtherelationshipbetweentheOrthodoxChurchandthegovernment．Afterthenew
governmentofMoldovawasformedin２０１０,therelationshipbetweentheOrthodoxChurchandthe
Moldovangovernmenthasbeenimproved,andprogresshasbeenmadeinteachingreligiouscourses
insecularschoolsandintegratingpriestsintothearmychaplaincy．Ukrainehasalwaysbeenafocus
oftheRussianOrthodoxChurch．PatriarchKirillhasalsodonealotofworktounitetheUkrainian
OrthodoxChurch,suchasstrengtheningtheUkrainianOrthodoxChurch􀆳svoiceintheHolySynod,

andactivelydiscussingwiththeRomanCatholicChurchtoresolvetheproblemsofUniatism．
Inaddition,inthefieldofmassmediaandpublishing,theRussianOrthodoxChurchhasmade

greatprogressinthepastdecade．Thenumberofpublicationshasrapidlyincreased;contenthas
becomemoreandmoreabundanttoattractwiderreadership．TheChurchnetworkhasdeveloped
rapidly;diocesesandlargerchurcheshavetheirownwebsites．TheRussianOrthodoxChurchhas
alsocreatedaccountsonFacebookandВКонтактеinordertointeractwithseculargroupsinafaster
andmoreconvenientway．TheRussianOrthodoxChurchalsoactivelystrengtheneditscooperation
andtieswithsecularmediatopropagatetheChurch．

１．２　InteractionbetweentheOrthodoxChurchandtheseculardomain
DuringthetenureofPatriarchAlexyⅡ,heactivelypromotedcooperationbetweentheOrthodox

Churchandtheregime,introduced Orthodoxculturalcoursestosecularschools,strengthened
missionarywork,socialservicesandculturalexchanges,andlaidagoodfoundationfortheinteraction
betweentheOrthodoxChurchandtheseculardomain．AftertheenthronementofKirill,hecontinued
theworkdonebyPatriarchAlexyⅡ,andfurtherdeepenedandpromotedcooperationbetweenthe
OrthodoxChurchandtheseculardomain,andstrovetoembedtheOrthodoxspiritdeeperinto
secularlife．

１．２．１　TherelationshipbetweenthestateandtheOrthodoxChurch
TheRussianOrthodoxChurchcontinuedtoclaimtoholdtothenonＧpoliticalnatureofChurch,

strengthenedgoodrelationsandcooperationwithgovernmentdepartmentsatalllevels,andactively
participatedintherevisionofsomefederallawstoseek morespaceforthedevelopmentofthe
OrthodoxChurch．Forexample,inNovember２０１５,thefederallawOnamendmentstotheFederal
law “Onfreedomofconscienceandonreligiousassociations”andotherlegislativeactsofthe
RussianFederation (№ ３４１ＧФЗ)waspassed,whichchangedsupervisionproceduresofthejudicial
systemforreligiousorganizations􀆳activities,sothatreligiousorganizationsarenolongersubjecttoa
seriesofprovisionsofthefederallawOnnonＧcommercialorganizations,andhavegreaterfreedomto
engageincommercialactivities．Inaddition,theOrthodoxChurchhasadeepconnectionwiththe
militaryandprisons．Asearlyas１９９４,PatriarchAlexyⅡbegantosendtheclergytoservesoldiers
inthearmy,andencouragedtheclergytogotoprisonstoserveinmates．PatriarchKirillcontinued

１９１

〔１７〕 InSeptember２０１０,ActingPresidentMihaiGhimpupointedoutthattheMoldovanOrthodoxChurchisnotanindependent
Church,buta“branchoftheRussianOrthodoxChurch”．See:ДокладПатриархаМосковскогоивсеяРусиКирилланаАрхиерейском
СобореРусскойПравославнойЦеркви．２февраля２０１１года．[ReportofPatriarchKirillofMoscowandAllRus‘attheBishops’Council
oftheRussianOrthodoxChurch(February２,２０１１)]http://www．patriarchia．ru/db/text/１４０２８８９．html．
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thisworkandmadeitsystematic．OnJuly２１,２００９,thePresidentoftheRussianFederationpasseda
resolutiontorestorethechaplaincyservingintheRussianarmedforces．Sincethen,theRussian
OrthodoxChurchhasbeguntoestablishandimprovethissystem．OnJune１,２０１７,atotalof２６６
positionsofassistantcommandersweresetupinthearmedforcesoftheRussianFederationto
handlethe work of soldiersＧbelievers,among them ２５９ representatives from the Orthodox
Church．〔１８〕In２０１１,theBishop􀆳sCounciladoptedtheconceptofestablishingachaplaincyservingin
prisons．Sincethen,the Russian Orthodox Church hasreachedanagreement withthesecular
governmenttosetupthepositionofassistantheadinlocalprisonadministrationsofeachfederal
subjectoftheRussianFederationtoassistinhandlingprisonersＧbelievers．Theimplementationof
chaplainciesinthearmedforcesandinprisonsontheonehandshowsthegoodinteractionbetween
thegovernmentandtheOrthodoxChurch,andontheotherhanddemonstratesthegrowingsocial
influenceoftheRussianOrthodoxChurch．

１．２．２　Interventioninseculareducation
AgreatachievementofPatriarchKirillisshowninthefieldofseculareducation,mainlyinthe

followingaspects．
First,thesubject“TheBasicsofOrthodoxCulture”wasincludedinprimaryandsecondary

schools．〔１９〕ThedesireoftheRussianOrthodoxChurchtointroducerelevantsubjectsofOrthodox
culturetoprimaryandsecondaryschoolshasalonghistory．DuringthetenureofAlexy Ⅱ,the
OrthodoxChurchrepeatedlyrequestedthatthenationallegislaturesgranttheOrthodoxChurchthe
righttoteachreligioussubjectsinsecularschools．In１９９７,thepromulgationofthefederallawOn
FreedomofConscienceandonReligiousAssociationsprovidedalegalbasisfortheinclusionof
religiouseducationinseculareducation．Thelawstipulates:“Upontherequestoftheirparentsor
guardians,withtheagreementofchildrenstudyinginstateormunicipaleducationalinstitutions,the
administrationoftheseinstitutionsbyagreementwiththeappropriateorganoflocalgovernmentis
toofferreligiousorganizationstheopportunitytoteachreligiontochildrenoutsidetheframeworkof
theeducationalprogram．”〔２０〕Therefore,since１９９７,theOrthodoxChurchhascooperatedwithsome
regions (suchasSmolenskregion)tointroduce Orthodoxculturalsubjectsintoprimaryand
secondaryschoolsaselectives．SinceSeptember１,２００６,inBelgorod,Kaluga,BryanskandSmolensk
regions,〔２１〕Accordingtostatistics,between２００６and２００７,therewere５００,０００to６００,０００students

２９１

〔１８〕

〔１９〕

〔２０〕

〔２１〕

ДокладСвятейшегоПатриархаКирилланаАрхиерейскомСобореРусскойПравославнойЦеркви．２９ноябряＧ２декабря２０１７
года．[ReportofHisHolinessPatriarchKirillofMoscowandAllRus‘attheBishops’CounciloftheRussianOrthodoxChurch
(November２９ＧDecember２,２０１７)]http://www．patriarchia．ru/db/text/５０７２９９４．html．

TheLawofGod(Законбожий)wasacompulsorycourseinprimaryandsecondaryschoolsduringtheperiodoftheRussian
Empire．DuringtheSovietperiod,“Theteachingofreligioninstateandpublicschools,aswellasinprivateschoolswheregeneral
subjectsaretaught,isforbidden．”See:DecreeontheSeparationofChurchandStateandSchoolfromChurch(Декретоботделении
церквиотгосударстваишколыотцеркви)(January２３,１９１８)Article９．

OnFreedomofConscienceandonReligiousAssociations．Chapter１,article５．４．
TheBasicsofOrthodox“Culture”hasbeenincludedinthecompulsorycoursesofsecularprimaryandsecondaryschools．
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studyingOrthodoxcultureinsecularnationalandmunicipalschoolsinRussia．〔２２〕Butatthistime,
“TheBasicsofOrthodoxCulture”isstillonlytaughtinprimaryandsecondaryschoolsinsome
Russianregions．

DuringthetenureofPatriarch Kirill,thestatusof “TheBasicsofOrthodoxCulture”has
undergonefundamentalchanges．OnOctober６,２００９,theRussianMinistryofEducationandScience
issuedtheFederalNationalStandardofElementary Education．Thesubject “Fundamentalsof
SpiritualandMoralCultureofthePeoplesofRussia”〔２３〕wasincludedintheteachingprogramasa
compulsorycourse．From April１,２０１０insecularprimaryandsecondaryschoolsof１９federal
subjects“FundamentalsofSpiritualandMoralCultureofthePeoplesofRussia”begantobetaught
asacompulsorycourse,andonemoduleofthecourseis “TheBasicsofOrthodoxCulture”．On
January２８,２０１２,theRussiangovernmentpromulgatedthe“OrderoftheGovernmentoftheRussian
Federationontheplanfortheintroductionofacomprehensivetrainingcourseforgeneraleducation
institutions‘FundamentalsofReligiousCulturesandSecularEthics’inallsubjectsoftheRussian
Federationfrom ２０１２/１３academicyear”(January２８th,２０１２)〔２４〕．Accordingtothisplan,from
September１,２０１２,“FundamentalsofReligiousCulturesandSecularEthics”wasfullylaunchedasa
compulsorycourseinallgeneraleducationinstitutionsinallsubjectsofRussia．Thecourseconsists
ofsixmodules:“TheBasicsofSecularEthics”,“TheBasicsofWorldReligiousCulture”,“TheBasics
ofOrthodoxCulture”,“TheBasicsofIslamicCulture”,“TheBasicsofBuddhistCulture”,and“The
BasicsofJewishCulture”．Studentsvoluntarilychooseoneofthemtostudy．Accordingtoasurvey
bytheRussian OrthodoxChurch,thenumberofstudentswhochose “TheBasicsofOrthodox
Culture”increasedinmostdiocesesfromthe２０１２/２０１３academicyeartothe２０１６/２０１７academic
year．Inaddition,inordertoimprovetheteachingqualityof“TheBasicsofOrthodoxCulture”,the
Russian Orthodox Church hasestablished cooperativerelationships with secularschoolsand
institutionstoholdvariousthemedlectures,trainingcourses,seminars,etc．Inordertoimprovethe
electiverate,theclergyoftheOrthodoxChurchactivelyjoinedtheparentassociationsandorganized
thepublicculturalprojecttopopularize“TheBasicsofOrthodoxCulture”．

Second,theology has become a nationally recognized “scientific” specialty (научная
специальность)．Inthe１９９０s,theologyasadirection(направление)orspecialty(специальность)has
beenlistedintheclassificationofundergraduateandmaster􀆳sdegreesinsecularhighereducational

３９１

〔２２〕

〔２３〕

〔２４〕

Комиссияповопросамтолерантностиисвободысовести Общественнойпалаты Российской Федерации．Предварительные

результатымониторингасоблюденияпринциповсвободысовестиивероисповеданияприизученииучебныхкурсовпоисторииикультуре

религийвгосударственныхимуниципальныхобщеобразовательныхучрежденияхврегионахРоссийскойФедерации．[Commissionon
toleranceandfreedomofconscienceofthePublicChamberoftheRussianFederation．Preliminaryresultsofmonitoringaboutthe
compliancewiththeprinciplesoffreedomofconscienceandreligioninthestudyoftrainingcoursesonthehistoryandcultureof
religionsinstateandmunicipaleducationalinstitutionsintheregionsoftheRussianFederation．]http://www．oprf．ru/structure/

comissions２００６/１１/materials/１８９６．
OnDecember１８,２０１２,thesubject“FundamentalsofSpiritualandMoralCultureofthePeoplesofRussia＂wasrenamed

“FundamentalsofReligiousCulturesandSecularEthics＂．
РаспоряжениеПравительстваРФоПланемероприятийповведениюс２０１２/１３учебногогодавовсехсубъектахРоссийской

Федерациикомплексногоучебногокурсадляобщеобразовательныхучреждений“Основырелигиозныхкультурисветскойэтики”от２８
января２０１２г．[OrderofthegovernmentoftheRussianFederationonthePlanabouttheintroductionofcomprehensivetrainingcourse
“FundamentalsofReligiousCulturesandSecularEthics”forgeneraleducationinstitutionsfromthe２０１２/１３academicyearinall
subjectsoftheRussianFederation(January２８,２０１２)]http://www．pravo．gov．ru/laws/acts/８/５６５２４５１０８８．html
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institutions．Forexample,attheendof１９９２,underthewaveofthedemocraticreform,theMinistry
ofEducationoftheRussianFederationincludedthedirectionoftheologyinthenationalclassification
ofeducation,andsetthecorrespondingstandards．Since１９９４,theRussianOrthodoxChurchhas
proposedaddingthespecialty“theology”tothenationalclassificationofeducation,anddeveloping
correspondingnationalstandardsfromthestandpointofreligiousworldview．OnFebruary１,１９９９,

theMinistryofEducationincludedthedirection“theology”intheclassificationofamaster􀆳sdegree,

andonMarch２ofthesameyear,thespecialty“Theology”wasaddedtotheclassification．In２００１
and２００２,theMinistryofEducationapprovedthetrainingstandardsforthedirection “theology”
(undergraduatesand masters)andthespecialty “theology”．However,theologyhasnotbeen
recognizedasascientificspecialtybytheseculareducationalinstitutions．Whetherornottheologyis
ascience,whetherornotitcanbecomeascientificspecialty,suchdisputesdidnotcometoanend
until２０１５．In２０１５,theHigherAttestationCommission (ВАК)oftheMinistryofEducationand
ScienceofRussiaapprovedthetheologytobeanewscientificspecialtywiththecode２６．００．０１．In
２０１６,thecandidate􀆳s(кандидатнаук)anddoctoralthesisdefensecommitteeforthetheologywas
established．In２０１７,thefirstcandidatespassedtheirthesisdefense．Atthispoint,theologyasa
sciencehasbeenrecognizedbytheseculareducationsystem．

Third,RussianOrthodoxChurchimprovedSundayschools．AttheBishop􀆳sCouncilin２０００,

PatriarchAlexyⅡproposedperfectingtheSundayschoolsystem,andcalleditthekeytotherevival
ofparishes．After Kirillbecame Patriarch,hecontinuedthis work．In ２０１２,thestandard of
educationalactivitiesimplementedinSundayschoolswasintroducedandrevisedin２０１７．Themain
purposeofthisstandardistosystemizetheteachingactivitiesofSundayschoolsandimprovethe
qualityofeducation．The “Standards”classifySundayschoolintotypes:Sundaygroup (less１０
students)andSundayschool(morethan１０students)．The“Standard”of２０１２dividesstudentsinto
threelevels:preschoolchildren(５－６yearsold),primarystage(７－１１yearsold),andmajorstages
(１２－１６yearsold)．Newlyrevised,the“Standard”of２０１７dividesstudentsintofourphases,thefirst
phase(５－７yearsold),thesecondphase(８－１０yearsold),thethirdphase(１１－１３yearsold),and
thefourthphase (１４－１７yearsold),andthelearningcontentinthethreepreviousstagesis
compressedinthethreenewphasesfrom５to１３yearsold．Aclearplanofthereligiouseducationfor
students１４－１７yearsoldinthenew “Standard”hasnotbeengiven．TheRussianOrthodoxChurch
statedthatitwillbeseparatelyissued,whichshowsthatthe Orthodox Churchisseriousand
cautiousabouttheeducationoftheseteenagers．Two“Standards”,especiallythe“Standard”revised
in２０１７,prescribeindetailthecontent,durationofalesson,teachingmethodsandpurposesofeach
phaseandgivesomeexamples．Accordingthenew “Standard”,Sundayschoolgetsridofthe
traditionalteachingmethods,adoptsasuitableteachingwayforchildrenofdifferentagesinorderto
attractchildrentounderstandandparticipateinChurchlife．Thesystematizationandstandardization
ofSundayschoolshavemadeupforthe“regret”thattheOrthodoxChurchcannotintroducethe
subject“TheLawofGod”intothenationalandmunicipalsecularschools,andbecomeasupplement
to“TheBasicsofOrthodoxCulture”inthenationalandmunicipalsecularschools．

Orthodoxyisstronglyinvolvedinthefieldofseculareducation,andits moralandethical
ideologycontributestotheconstructionofthenationalspiritualand moralsystem．Thisisits
positiveside．However,thetextbooksaboutOrthodoxyusedinthenationalandmunicipalsecular

４９１
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schoolsinevitablyhaveacertainbelieforientation,whichtosomeextentunderminestheprincipleof
separationofreligionfromeducation,andalsocausesdissatisfactionforsomepeople．

１．２．３　Missionarywork
ItisalwaysamajorjobfortheRussianOrthodoxChurchtoattractmorepeopletounderstand

OrthodoxChristianityandbelieveintheOrthodoxfaith．Inthepast３０years,theOrthodoxChurch
hasachievedremarkableresultsinthisfield．Inthe１９９０s,PatriarchAlexyⅡpaidcloseattentionto
themissionaryworkinSiberia,theFarEastandtheethnicareas．TheBishop􀆳sCouncilin２００４
reaffirmedtheimportanceofthemissionintheseareas．SincetheenthronementofKirill,hehas
continuedthispolicyandproposedsomedeepeningprograms,suchasattractingthosewhohavebeen
baptized,butrarelyenterthechurchtoparticipateinChurchlife;workingoutaneffectivereward
mechanismtoencouragetheclergytothefrontiersinhabitedbynationalminorities;underliningthe
missionaryworkamongCossacks．Thelatteroneisamajordevelopmentinthemissionarywork
duringthetenureofPatriarchKirill．Althoughasearlyasthe１９９０s,theRussianOrthodoxChurch
hadcooperated withthe Committee on Cossack affairs underthe President,Patriarch Kirill
highlightedtheimportanceofthemissionaryworkamongCossacksandproposedthatthegoalof
thisworkistorevivethetrueCossackswhoareloyaltotheChurchandservethemotherland．
Historically,Cossacks wereabravegroupandstrongguardiansfortheRussianstateandthe
OrthodoxChurch,butthisgroupwaslessinvolvedinChurchlife．Attheendofthe２０thcentury,the
Cossackrevival movementemerged,andasthe Cossackrevival movementgrew,itssenseof
independenceexpanded．TheRussianOrthodoxChurchemphasizestheimportanceofthemissionary
workamongCossacks．Ontheonehand,itadaptstotrendsinthedevelopmentandrevivalof
Cossacks;ontheotherhand,itconformstotheneedsofthecountrywiththehelpoffaithtomitigate
Cossacks􀆳tendencytowardseparation．

Further,intermsofsocialservicesandculture,theRussianOrthodoxChurchhasalsoachieved
greatresultsinthefirstdecadeofthetenureofKirill．TheOrthodoxChurchcontinuedtodevelopits
philanthropicefforts,suchastheestablishmentoforphanages,nursinghomes,centersforalcoholic
rehabilitation,centersforaddictiontreatment,nursingcenters,charitycanteens,cooperation with
disabledgroups,fightingunemployment,givingcounselingandmaterialassistancetopeoplesuffering
fromnaturaldisastersand war,and more．Inthefieldofculture,in２０１０,aspecialPatriarchal
CommitteeonCulturewasestablished;nationalandlocalOrthodoxculturalactivitiescontinuedtobe
carriedout,suchastheannualChristmasreading(Рождественскоечтение)whichopenedin１９９２;

variousliteraryawardsandliterarycompetitions,suchasLiteratureAwardnamedafterStsCyriland
Methodius,Internationalchildren􀆳sandyouthliterarycontestnamedafterIvanShmelev “Leto
Gospodne”;thecelebrationofOrthodoxBookDay;organizingvariousexhibitions,moreinfluential
suchasseriesexhibition “OrthodoxRus．MyStory”of２０１３－２０１６;cooperationwithmuseumsto
improvetheprotectionandrestorationofculturalrelics,andmore．

１．３　RelationshipwithotherChristiandenominations
AfterKirillbecamePatriarch,hecontinuedthepolicyofAlexyⅡinforeignexchanges．Withthe

purposeofdialogueandcooperationandexchanges,theRussian OrthodoxChurchcontinuedto
maintainfriendlycommunicationwithEasternChurches,suchastheArmenianApostolicChurchand
theEthiopianChurch,activelydevelopedrelationshipswithotherOrthodoxChurches,andhadgood

５９１
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interactionswiththemajorityofOrthodoxChurches．
TheRussianOrthodoxChurchstrengtheneditsdialoguewiththeRomanCatholicChurch,and

therelationshipbetweenthemgraduallyeased．Inthe１９８０sand１９９０s,andatthebeginningofthe
２１stcentury,therelationshipbetweentheRussianOrthodoxChurchandtheRomanCatholicChurch
wasrelativelytenseduetothemissionaryworkofCatholicChurchinthecanonicalterritoryofthe
RussianOrthodoxChurch〔２５〕．Atthesametime,thetwosidesalsoengagedinaconstructivedialogue
ontheprotectionoftraditionalChristianvaluesandtheroleofreligioninsociallife．Sincethe２０１０s,

thetwosideshaveexpandedtherangeofdialogue,especiallythedeteriorationofthesituationof
ChristiansintheMiddleEast,aswellasterrorismandotherissues,haveenhancedthepossibilityof
cooperationbetweenthetwosidesandeasedthecontradictionbetweenthem．In２０１２,theRussian
OrthodoxChurchandtheheadofthePolishCatholicBishops􀆳ConferencesignedasignificantJoint
MissivetothepeopleoftheRussiaandPoland〔２６〕,callingonthepeopleofthetwocountriesto
strengthendialogue,striveforthereconciliation,looktothefutureandfacenewchallengestogether．
OnFebruary１２,２０１６,PatriarchKirilloftheRussianOrthodoxChurchandPopeFrancis(１９３６Ｇ,the
Popefrom March１９,２０１３)heldahistoric meetingin Havana (Cuba)．Itcaused widespread
repercussionsinthe whole world．ThetwosidessignedaJointDeclaration〔２７〕callingonthe
internationalcommunityto worktogethertoendtheviolenceinthe MiddleEastas muchas
possible,andpointedoutthatUniatismisnotthewaytoachieveChurchunity．In２０１７,partofthe
holyrelicsofSaint Nicholas (Николай Чудотворец,c．２７０Ｇc．３４５),whoishighlyreveredby
Russians,wasdeliveredfromBariofItalytoMoscowandSt．Petersburg．Thisisthefirsttimethat
SaintNicholasleftBariin９３０years．In Mayand October２０１８,Hilarion Alfeyev (Иларион,

Алфеев),thechairmanoftheDepartmentofExternalRelationsoftheRussianOrthodoxChurch,met
withPopeFrancistwice．OntheissueoftheautocephalyoftheUkrainianOrthodoxChurch,Francis
repeatedlystressedthattheRomanCatholicChurchwouldnotinterveneintheinternalaffairsofthe
OrthodoxChurch．PopeFrancishadafurtherdiscussionaboutculturalcooperationbetweenthetwo
sides．Thusitcanbeseenthatdialogue,cooperationandfacingcommonchallengesarethemain
policiesimplementedbytheRussianOrthodoxChurchandtheRomanCatholicChurchinthepast
decade．

OntheissueofProtestantism,afterKirilltookoffice,theRussianOrthodoxChurchhasbeen
maintainingagoodrelationship withthe EvangelicalChurchof Germanyandthe Evangelical

６９１

〔２５〕

〔２６〕

〔２７〕

In２００２,theRomanCatholicChurchupgradedthefourApostolicAdministrationsinRussiatodioceses,andappointedanew
archbishop,establishedtwodiocesesinKazakhstan,andbuilttwocathedralchurchesintheterritoryofUkraine,whichistraditionally
underthejustificationoftheRussianOrthodoxChurch．TheRussianOrthodoxChurchbelievesthattheRomanCatholicChurch􀆳smove
underminedtheChurchcanons;theRomanCatholicChurchinfactestablishedaparallelLocalChurchinthecanonicalterritoryofthe
RussianOrthodoxChurch．TheRomanCatholicChurchdeniedtheRussianOrthodoxChurch􀆳sallegations,andconsidersthatitisjusta
proceduralissuetoformfourApostolicAdministrationsintodioceses．

СовместноепосланиенародамРоссиииПольшиПредстоятеляРусскойПравославнойЦерквиПатриархаМосковскогоивсея
РусиКириллаиПредседателяЕпископскойКонференцииПольшиАрхиепископа Юзефа Михалика,митрополитаПеремышльского．
[JointMissivetothePeoplesofRussiaandPolandbyPatriarchKirillofMoscowandAllRus􀆳,ChairmanoftheRussianOrthodox
Church,andArchbishopofPrzemyslJozefMihalik,ChairmanoftheEpiscopalConferenceofPoland]http://www．patriarchia．ru/db/

text/２４１１４９８．html
СовместноезаявлениеПапыРимскогоФранцискаиСвятейшегоПатриархаКирилла．[JointDeclarationbyPopeFrancisand

hisHolinessPatriarchKirill]http://www．patriarchia．ru/db/text/４３７２０７４
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LutheranChurchofFinland．ConflictwithotherProtestantdenominationshasmainlyfocusedon
theirmissionaryworkinthe“canonicalterritory”oftheRussianOrthodoxChurch,andtheattitude
tosometraditionalvalues．The Russian Orthodox Church upholds moretraditionalvalues,is
dissatisfiedwiththepracticeofsomeProtestantgroups,suchastheblessingofsameＧsexmarriages,

theordinationofhomosexuals,andthustemporarilysuspendedcontactwiththeEpiscopalChurch
(UnitedStates),theChurchofSweden,andtheChurchofNorway．Thisalsoreflectstheconsistency
oftheRussianOrthodoxChurchintheprotectionoftraditionalChristianvalues．

Ⅱ　TransformationintheDevelopment

Sincetherevivalofthe Orthodox Churchin Russiafrom １９８８to２００８,after２０yearsof
development,theRussianOrthodoxChurchhasmadegreatadvances,andtheincreaseofbelievers
andclergyisveryimpressive．AlthoughtheRussianOrthodoxconstantlyemphasizedtheimportance
of“quality”,“quantity”growthwasstillthemaintaskofthisperiod．AfterKirillwasappointedas
Patriarch,onthebasisoftheprevious “quantitativechange”,thedevelopmentofthe Russian
OrthodoxChurchturnedto“quality”growth,whichisthepriorityofthedevelopmentoftheRussian
OrthodoxChurchinthenewstage．“Quality”growthismainlyreflectedinthefollowingaspects．

２．１　InstitutionalreformoftheOrthodoxChurch:improvementofmanagementquality
ThroughoutthereportsofPatriarchAlexyⅡinseveralBishop􀆳sCouncils,itcanbeseenthat

thecommunicationbetweendiocesesandtheHolySynod,whichmeansbetweenthelocalinstitutions
andthecentralinstitutions,wasnotsmooth．Ontheonehand,theordersoftheHolySynodwerenot
effectivelycarriedoutinsomedioceses．Ontheotherhand,HolySynoddidnothaveaccesstoreal
andeffectiveinformationfromsomediocesesinordertoformulatemorereasonablepolicies．Since
KirillbecamePatriarch,animportanttaskhasbeentodeepentheinstitutionalreform ofthe
OrthodoxChurch,reformoftheChurchdistrictsandpersonnelreform．

Atthecentrallevel,newinstitutionsaresetup,thevariousdepartmentsoftheHolySynodare
adjusted,and regulations for departments are made in order to standardize departmental
management．ThemostimportantofthenewlyestablishedinstitutionsaretheInterＧCouncilPresence
(Межсоборноеприсутствие)andtheSupremeChurchCouncil(Высший ЦерковныйСовет)．The
InterＧCouncilPresencewasformallyestablishedin２０１０andisaconsultativebodyoftheMoscow
Patriarchate．ItismainlyresponsibleforstudyingtheissuestobediscussedatLocalCouncilsand
Bishop􀆳sCouncilsandpreparingthedraftdecisionsontheseissues．ThechairmanoftheInterＧ
CouncilPresenceisPatriarch,andthemembersareelectedbytheHolySynodfrombishops,clergy
andlaypeopleforafourＧyear􀆳sterm．TheSupremeChurchCouncilisnotanewinstitution．Itwas
firstestablishedin１９１７〔２８〕,andon May９,１９２２,PatriarchTikhon (Тихон,１８６５－１９２５,Patriarch
fromDecember４,１９１７toApril７,１９２５)wasarrested,andafterthattheSupremeChurchCouncil
suspended．In２０１１,itwasreＧestablished．TheSupremeChurchCouncilisanexecutivebodyofthe
RussianOrthodoxChurch,andaimsatcoordinatingworkbetweenvariousbranchesoftheHoly

７９１

〔２８〕 TheSupremeChurchCouncilestablishedintheearly２０thcenturyconsistedofthePatriarch,３bishopsoftheHolySynod,

１monk,５secularpriestsand６laypeople．
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SynodandgeneralChurchinstitutions．Withthesetwoinstitutions,theestablishmentoftheformer
providesaguaranteeforeffectivelyfunctioningoftheBishop􀆳sCouncilandshorteningtheinterval
betweentwoBishop􀆳sCouncils;andtherestorationofthelatternotonlyensuresthe mutual
cooperationbetweenvariousbranchesoftheHolySynod,butalsotoacertainextentdecentralizes
thepowerofthe HolySynod (９permanentrepresentatives,５temporaryrepresentatives)．The
departmentaladjustmentismainlyaimedatthefunctionaldepartmentsoftheHolySynod．First,new
departmentsareestablishedaccordingtotheneedsoftheworkoftheOrthodoxChurch,suchasthe
CommitteeonInteractionwiththeCossacks,thePatriarchalCouncilforCulture,therestorationof
theFinancialandEconomicAdministration,etc．Second,somedepartmentsarereorganized,suchas
thattheDepartmentforPrisonMinistryisseparatedfromtheDepartmentforCooperationwiththe
ArmedForcesandLawEnforcementAgencies;theDepartmentforChurchＧSocietyRelationsandthe
InformationDepartmentestablishedin２００９werereorganizedintotheDepartmentfortheChurch􀆳s
RelationswithSocietyand MassMedia;theDepartmentforMonasterieswasreorganizedintothe
Departmentfor Monasteries and Monasticism．The reorganization takes into account the
specialization and relevance of various departments,so that departments can operate more
effectively．Finally,regulations and rules areformulatedforsome departmentsto normalize
development,forexample,theAdministrationoftheMoscowPatriarchate,theEducationCommittee,

theDepartmentforEducationandCatechization,theDepartmentforMission,theDepartmentfor
YouthAffairs,the DepartmentfortheChurch􀆳s Relations withSocietyand Mass Mediahave
successivelyadoptedtheirregulationsorrules．３

Fromtheperspectiveoflocalmanagement,theRussian OrthodoxChurchhasestablisheda
threeＧlevelmanagementmodel:thepatriarchateＧarchdioceseＧdiocese．Forthisreason,newarchdioceses
havebeenestablished,anddioceseshavebeenrevised．In２０１１,the HolySynodoftheRussian
OrthodoxChurchapprovedtheRegulationsonthearchdiocesesoftheRussianOrthodoxChurch〔２９〕．
ThisdecisionwasbothaheritageoftheChristiantraditionandthecontinuationofthedocumentOn
ChurchDistricts(Оцерковныхокругах),whichwasadoptedintheLocalCouncilof１９１７－１９１８,but
notcarriedout．Russiaisavastcountrywithdifferentethnicities,culturesandcustoms．Facedwith
manydioceseswithdifferentneeds,thecentraladministrationoftheOrthodoxChurchisdifficult,

anditisalmostimpossibletodirectly managethedioceses．Byintegratingdiocesesinafederal
subjectintoasarchdiocese,ontheonehand,thearchdioceseandfederalsubjecthavethesame
administrativearea,whichfacilitatescooperationandcommunicationbetweentheOrthodoxChurch
andthelocalgovernment;ontheotherhand,acentralＧtoＧlocalpyramidalmanagementsystemis
formed,whichhelpsthecentralChurchadministrationtoexertitsinfluenceondioceses．Atthelevel
oftheDiocese,somelargedioceseshavebeenscaleddownanddividedintoseveraldioceses;inthe
dioceseofbigcities,deputydioceseswereestablishedbecauseonlyonedioceseisallowedinacity．

８９１

〔２９〕 ПоложениеоМитрополияхРусскойПравославнойЦеркви(от５－６октября２０１１года)．[RegulationonArchdiocesesofthe
RussianOrthodoxChurch(October５－６,２０１１)]http://www．patriarchia．ru/db/text/１６３９８７１．htmlFromthismoment,theconcept
ofthearchdiocese(митрополия)andthemetropolitandistrict(митрополичийокруг)hasmadeadifference．Themetropolitandistrict
hasgreaterautonomy,andthehighestadministrativeinstitutionistheSynodsupervisedbytheheadofthemetropolitandistrict;the
administrativeinstitutionofarchdiocesesistheBishopsCommittee．Atpresent,theRussianOrthodoxChurchhastwometropolitan
districts:themetropolitandistrictofKazakhstanandthemetropolitandistrictofCentralAsia．
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Diocesanreform hasincreased managementpositions,facilitatedthearrangementandtrainingof
youngerclergy,andpreventedsomeproblems,suchasdiocesesbecomingtoopowerfultoobeythe
centralleadership．

Interms of personnel arrangements,the position of the assistant of the rural dean
(благочинный)andrectorisintroduced．Theseassistantsareresponsibleforassistingintheworkof
religiouseducation,catechization,youthandsocialservices．Theynotonlysharetheworkoftherural
deanandrector,butalsowork moreefficiently,becausetheyusuallyreceivespecificprofessional
training．

TheinstitutionalreformcarriedoutbyPatriarchKirillischaracterizedbyspecializationandhas
strengthenedthemanagementofdioceses．Thisisitsadvantage．Atthesametime,thisreformhas
alsocausedinstitutionalbloatingandenlargedtheleadershipoftheRussianOrthodoxChurch,with
anaccompanyinghiddendangerofbureaucratization．

２．２　Reformoftheologicalschools:aligningwithseculareducationandimprovingteachingquality
DuringthetenureofAlexyⅡ,thePatriarchrealizedtheimportanceofclergyqualitytoChurch

development．Hereorganizedthetheologicalseminary(духовнаясеминария)intoafiveＧyearhigher
educationalinstitutiontoupgradethelevelofresearch．AftertheenthronementofKirill,intheface
ofthenewsituation,hepointedout:“Theurgencyofimprovingthelevelofteachingandtrainingis
themainmotivationforpromotingthereformoftheeducationalsystemintheologicalschools．The
educationalsystemoftheologicalschoolsshouldbeasystem worthyofrespectandaprestigious
systemtothesecularschoolinRussiaandforeigntheologicalschools．”〔３０〕Forthispurpose,the
RussianOrthodoxChurchhasundergoneasignificantreformoftheologicalschools,thatis,tojoin
theBolognaProcess(Болонскийпроцесс)〔３１〕．Theaimofthereformistointegratethesystemofthe
theologicalschoolwiththeRussiansystemofsecularhighereducationalinstitutionsandEuropean
educationalinstitutions．

First,athreeＧleveleducationalsystem parallelingseculareducation．Since２０１０,theological
schoolsoftheRussianOrthodoxChurchhavebeguntoimplementathreeＧleveltrainingsystemfor
undergraduate,mastersanddoctoralstudies．Afour (orfive)Ｇyearundergraduateprogram helps
studentstoacquireadvancedtheologicaleducation．Onlygraduateswhohavereceivedundergraduate
educationandspecializedtrainingmaybecomeapriest．TheaimoftwoＧyearmaster􀆳sprogramisto
cultivateresearchers,teachers,andstaffwhoworkinadministrativeinstitutionsoftheChurch．
Postgraduatesmainlyengageinresearchwork．InRussiapostgraduatedegreesconsistoftwolevels:

candidateanddoctoraldegrees．ThecandidatedegreeisequivalenttoaPh．D．,andadoctor􀆳sdegree
isequivalenttoDoctorofScience,correspondingtoadoctorateintheRussianseculareducational
system．Currently,thetheologicaldoctoraldegreecanbeawardedinStsCyrilandMethodiusChurch
PostＧGraduateandDoctoralSchool．Atthesametime,theRussianOrthodoxChurchgotridofthe
institutionoftheologicalcollege (духовноеучилище)．In２０１３,the HolySynodinstructedthat

９９１

〔３０〕

〔３１〕

ДокладПатриархаМосковскогоивсеяРусиКирилланаАрхиерейскомсовещании２февраля２０１０года．[ReportofPatriarch
KirillofMoscowandAllRus‘attheBishops’MeetingonFebruary２,２０１０]http://pda．patriarchia．ru/db/text/１０６１４０３．html

In１９９９,２９EuropeancountriesproposedtheEuropean HigherEducationReform PlaninBologna,Italy,whichaimsto
integrateEuropeaneducationalresources,breakthenationalrestrictionsofeducation,andbuildaEuropeanhighereducationzone．In
２００３,RussiajoinedtheBolognaprocess．
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theologicalcolleges would bereorganizedintotheologicalseminaries orcentersfortraining
professionalsinthefieldofmissionary,youthandsocialworkwithinthreeyears．Attheendof
November２０１７,theologicalcollegeswerenomore．

Second,unificationofthesyllabus．Inordertostandardizeandimprovetheteachingqualityin
theologicalschools,sinceSeptember２０１５,aunifiedsyllabushasbeengraduallyimplementedin
theologicalschoolsoftheRussian Orthodox Church．Inthe２０１７－２０１８academicyear,４,１７６
studentsstudiedaccordingtothenew syllabus,accountingfor７４％ ofthetotalnumberof
undergraduatestudentsintheologicalschools．〔３２〕Thistransformationwillbecompletedin２０１８－
２０１９．Afterthis workiscompleted,aunifiedtwoＧyear master􀆳seducationalprogram willbe
developed．Inaddition,theRussian OrthodoxChurchisalsoconsideringtheestablishmentofa
unifiededucationalsystem fortheologicalschoolsinthe “canonicalterritory”ofthe Russian
OrthodoxChurch．

Finally,thediplomaofatheologicalschoolisrecognizedbythestate,whichisanimportant
symboloftheintegration oftheologicalschools withthe Russiansecularhighereducational
institution．InFebruary２００８,RussiapassedamendmentstotheFederalLawonEducation,On
Higherand Postgraduate Professional Education and Law on Freedom of Conscienceand
ReligiousOrganizations．〔３３〕Articlesabouttheapprovalandrecognitionofprofessionalreligious
educationalinstitutionsareintroduced,whichprovidesalegalbasisfortheintegrationoftheological
schoolswithsecularschools．Takingadvantageofthishistoricopportunity,theRussianOrthodox
Churchsetouttodeepenthereformoftheologicalschools,sothatitgraduallymovedclosertothe
standardsofnationalhighereducationalschoolsintermsofeducationalstructure,syllabus,teaching
methods,andfaculty,andreachedthepointthattheologicalschoolscanawardstateＧrecognized
diplomas(withouttheRussianNationalEmblem)totheirgraduates．Atpresent,thereare４３various
theologicalschoolsanduniversitiesinRussia〔３４〕,ofwhich６arerecognizedbythestate〔３５〕．Full
nationalrecognitionoftheologicalschoolsisstillaverylongwayaway．

TheRussian Orthodox Church􀆳scompliance withtheBologna Process,ontheonehand,

stimulatesandenhancestheeducationalqualityofthetheologicalschoolbyreferencetothesecular
educationalsystem．Ontheotherhand,italsohelpsOrthodoxtheologicalschoolstoestablishcloser

００２

〔３２〕

〔３３〕

〔３４〕

〔３５〕

ДокладСвятейшегоПатриархаКирилланаАрхиерейскомСобореРусскойПравославнойЦеркви(２９ноябряＧ２декабря２０１７
года)．[ReportofHisHolinessPatriarchKirillofMoscowandAllRus‘attheBishops’CounciloftheRussianOrthodoxChurch
(November２９ＧDecember２,２０１７)]http://www．patriarchia．ru/db/text/５０７２９９４．html

Федеральныйзаконот２８февраля２００８г．N１４ＧФЗ＂ОвнесенииизмененийвотдельныезаконодательныеактыРоссийской
Федерации в части лицензирования и аккредитации учреждений профессионального религиозного образования (духовных
образовательныхучреждений)．[TheFederalLawofFebruary２８,２００８．N１４－FL“OntheModificationofSeparateLegislativeActsof
theRussian Federation Regarding Licensingand AccreditationofInstitutionsofProfessionalReligious Education (Theological
EducationalInstitutions)]https://legalacts．ru/doc/federalnyiＧzakonＧotＧ２８０２２００８ＧnＧ１４ＧfzＧo/

УчебныйкомитетРПЦ．УчебныезаведенияРПЦ:обновленныйсписок．[TheEducationCommitteeoftheROC．Educational
InstitutionsoftheROC:anUpdatedList]http://www．uchkom．info/uchebnyyＧkomitet/uchebnyeＧzavedeniya/

MoscowTheologicalAcademy(SergievPosad,Moscowregion),SaintPetersburgTheologicalAcademy(St．Petersburg),

St．Tikhon􀆳sOrthodox University (Moscow),OrenburgTheologicalSeminary (Orenburg),PenzaTheologicalSeminary (Penza),

SretenskyTheologicalSeminary (Moscow)．Sourcesofdata:Реестрорганизаций,осуществляющихобразовательнуюдеятельностьпо
имеющимгосударственнуюаккредитациюобразовательнымпрограммам．[ListofOrganizationsEngagedinEducationalActivitieswith
StateＧAccreditedEducationalPrograms．]http://isga．obrnadzor．gov．ru/accredreestr/



WANGShuai:AResearchontheDevelopmentoftheRussianOrthodoxChurchintheFirstDecadeaftertheEnthronementofPatriarchKirillＧInheritance,TransformationandChallenge

relationshipswithsecularschools．Inaddition,theintegrationofOrthodoxtheologicaleducationwith
secularinstitutionshasfurtherenhancedthecompetitivenessofOrthodoxtheologicalschoolsinthe
fieldofeducation,becausenotallgraduatesoftheologicalschoolswillchoosetojointheclergy,anda
highereducationaldiplomarecognizedbythestatecanhelpthemgainemploymentinawiderfield．

２．３　ThechangeofindicatorsmeasuringthedevelopmentoftheOrthodoxChurch:from “quantity”to
“quality”

AstheRussianOrthodoxChurchsetthegoalof“quality”development,somemarkersmeasuring
thedevelopmentoftheOrthodoxChurchalsochanged．

Judgingfromthestatisticalstandardsofparishes,thequalitystandardisstrengthenedwhile
payingattentiontothequantitygrowth．IntheBishop􀆳sCouncilof２０１１iswasproposedthatatleast
onechurch,chapelorprayerroomshouldbeopenedforeverysettlementinthe“canonicalterritory”

oftheRussianOrthodoxChurch,inwhichOrthodoxbelieverslive．Atthesametime,since２０１２,a
newstatisticalstandardofparisheshasbeenadoptedＧwhethertheLiturgyisheldinthechurchor
prayerroom．Therefore,accordingtothenewstandardthestatisticaldataofparishesattheendof
２０１２areasfollows:Thereare１１,７３１churcheswheretheLiturgyisheldmorethanonceaweek,１２,

６４４churcheswheretheLiturgyisheldonceaweek,９１１４churcheswheretheLiturgyisheldless
thanonceaweekbutnotlessthanonceamonth,intotalthereare３３,４８９churcheswherethe
Liturgyisheldatleastonceamonth．〔３６〕ItisbecausetheRussianOrthodoxChurchattachesgreat
importancetotheLiturgy,soitinfluencesthearchitecturalrequirementsforachurch．TheRussian
OrthodoxChurchnolongeroveremphasizestheexternalshapeandscaleofthebuilding,andsuggests
buildingaprimitiveandsmallchapelinareaswithrestrictiveconditions．

Fromthepointofviewofnumericalgrowth,thefocusonthegrowthof“Orthodoxbelievers”
(православные)hasshiftedtotheconcernof“churchingbelievers”(воцерковнные)．In１９８９,dataof
theRussianPublicOpinionResearchCenter(ВЦИОМ)showedthatRussianOrthodoxbelievers
accountedfor２０％ ofthetotalnumberofnationals〔３７〕;in２００８,dataofthe Public Opinion
Foundation(ФОМ)andtheInstituteofSocialandPoliticalStudiesoftheRussianAcademyof
Sciences(ИСПИ РАН)were６３％〔３８〕and６５－６９％〔３９〕;in２０１２,thedataoftheLevadaＧCenter
(ЛевадаＧцентр),thePublicOpinionFoundationandtheInstituteofSocialandPoliticalStudiesofthe

１０２

〔３６〕

〔３７〕

〔３８〕

〔３９〕

Thechurchherereferstothevarioustypesofplaces whereliturgicalceremoniesareheld．Sourcesofdata:Доклад
СвятейшегоПатриархаКирилланаАрхиерейскомСобореРусскойПравославнойЦеркви．２февраля２０１３года．[ReportofHisHoliness
PatriarchKirillofMoscowandAllRus‘attheBishops’CounciloftheRussianOrthodoxChurch(February２,２０１３)]http://www．
patriarchia．ru/db/text/２７７０９２３．html

ЧесноковаВ．Ф．Теснымпутем:процессвоцерковлениянаселенияРоссиивконцеXXвека．М．:Академический Проект,

２００５．С．８．[ChesnokovaV．F．,ByaNarrowPath:theProcessofChurchingofthePopulationofRussiainthelateXXcentury,M．:

AcademicProject,２００５,p．８．]

Воцерковленностьправославных．Индексвоцерковленностиправославных:мониторинг．０３Июля２０１４．[“TheChurchingof
theOrthodoxBelievers．IndexoftheChurchingoftheOrthodoxBelievers:Monitoring”．July３,２０１４]http://fom．ru/TSennosti/１１５８７

СинелинаЮ．Ю．ДинамикарелигиозностиРоссиян(１９８９－２０１２)．[SinelinaY．Y．,“DynamicsofReligiosityofRussians
(１９８９－２０１２)”]http://religious．life/２０１４/０９/sinelinaＧdinamikaＧreligioznostiＧrossiyanＧ１９８９Ｇ２０１２/
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RussianAcademyofScienceswere７４％〔４０〕,６４－７２％〔４１〕and８２％〔４２〕respectively．Itcanbeseenthat
theproportionofOrthodoxbelieversisgenerallyontherise,buttheproportionof “churching
believers”hasnotchangedsignificantly．“Churching”(воцерковление)wasaspecialceremonyinthe
ancientChurch,whichwasheldonthe４０thdayofthebaby􀆳sbirth．RussiansociologistChesnokova
(В．Ф．Чеснокова,１９３４－２０１０)borrowedthisconceptto measurethedevoutnessofbelievers,

referringtoapersonvoluntarilyadmittingtheinfluenceoftheChurchbyacceptingtheinherent
lifestyleand wayofthinkingoftheChurch．〔４３〕Inorderto measurethedegreeofaperson􀆳s
churching,Chesnokovaproposedfiveindicators:visitingthechurch,confessionandtaking Holy
Communion,readingthegospel,praying,andobservingthefasts．ThePublicOpinionFoundation
(２０００－２０１４)andtheInstituteofSocialandPoliticalStudiesoftheRussianAcademyofSciences
(２００４,２００６,２０１１)havecontinuedtopayattentiontothesefiveindicatorsinrecentyears．According
totheresultsofthesurvey,aftermorethan２０yearsofdevelopment,theproportionof“churching
believers”,whichmeansvisitingthechurchatleastonceamonth,takingHolyCommunion１－２
timesayear,readingChurchprayers,readingthegospelregularly,observingsomebigfasts,hasnot
increasedsignificantly,andhasremainedat１１－１３％．Thatistosay,althoughthenumberofpeople
whoclaimtobeOrthodoxbelieversisgrowing,thenumberofpeoplewhoregularlyattendthe
liturgyandparticipateinChurchlifehasnotincreasedsignificantly．

Inviewofthefactthatthenumberofbelievershasbasicallyreachedsaturation,andthenumber
of“churchingbelievers”hasnotmadesubstantialprogress,theRussianOrthodoxChurchhasshifted
thefocustohowtoincreasetheproportionof “churchingbelievers”．Tothisend,aseriesof
measureshavebeentaken,suchascontinuouslyimprovingthequalityofclericsandthelevelof
missionarywork,strengtheningthedisseminationofthecourse“TheBasicsofOrthodoxCulture”in
seculareducationalinstitutions,changingtheteachingmethodsofSundayschools,andorganizing
varioustypesofOrthodoxculturalactivities．Oneofthekeypointsofthesemeasuresistheworkfor
youth．DuringthetenureofPatriarchAlexyⅡ,hepaidgreatattentiontoworkwiththeyouth．By
the２０１０s,theRussianOrthodoxChurchclearlyproposedthatanimportantdirectionoftheworkof
Churchistodrawtheyounggenerationtoenterthechurch,andputforwardnewtasks:cultivating
talents,especiallyyoungleaders;exploring waystocarryouttheworkforyouth．TheRussian
OrthodoxChurchfullyrecognizesthatyouthisnotonlythefutureofacountry,butalsothefuture
supportoftheChurch．Thegrowthoftheproportionof“churchingbelievers”amongtheyouth
meansbuildinguptheloyaltyofthefuturestatetotheOrthodoxChurchandassuresthefuture
existenceanddevelopmentoftheOrthodoxChurch．

２０２

〔４０〕

〔４１〕

〔４２〕

〔４３〕

ВРоссии７４％православныхи７％мусульман．１７．１２．２０１２．[“InRussia７４％ OrthodoxBelieversand７％ Muslims”．１７．１２．
２０１２．]http://www．levada．ru/２０１２/１２/１７/vＧrossiiＧ７４ＧpravoslavnyhＧiＧ７Ｇmusulman/
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Ⅲ　ChallengesintheProcessofTransformation

After３０yearsofrevivalanddevelopment,theRussianOrthodoxChurchhasachievedcertain
resultsinthegrowthof“quantity”andtheimprovementof“quality”．Atthesametime,itshouldbe
notedthatthe Russian Orthodox Churchfacessomeseverechallengesintheprocessofits
developmentandtransformation．Thesechallengesareeitherduetotensionwithsecularsociety
causedbythedevelopmentoftheRussianOrthodoxChurch,orcloselyrelatedtocomplexethnicand
internationalpoliticalsituations,orcomefromhiddendangersarisingfromtherapidgrowthand
expansionoftheRussianOrthodoxChurch．

３．１　Thetensionbetweendesecularizationandsecularization
Thefamous sociologist Peter Berger (１９２９ － ２０１７)proposed the theory of religious

secularizationinthebookTheSacredCanopy:ElementsofaSociologicalTheoryofReligionin
１９６７．Bergerdefinessecularizationas “theprocessby whichsectorsofsocietyandcultureare
removedfromthedominationofreligiousinstitutionsandsymbols”．〔４４〕Insocialandinstitutional
aspects,itmeansthattheChurchretreatsfromareasinwhichitwasoncedominant;inthecultural
aspect,itmeansthedeclineofreligiouscontent;intheaspectofconsciousness,itmeansthegrowing
ofthenonＧreligiousconsciousness．However,asthesituationofthe worldchanged,BergerreＧ
examinedhistheoryof“secularization”andpublishedthearticle“Thedesecularizationoftheworld:

aglobaloverview＂in１９９７．Inthisarticlehecriticizedthefallacyoftheoryof“secularization”and
turnedtothepositionof“desecularization”,andhealsopointedoutthatarepresentativeofthe

phenomenonof“desecularization”inmodernsocietyistherevivaloftheOrthodoxyinRussia．The
authordoesnotwanttoanalyzethetheoriesofBerger􀆳ssecularizationanddesecularization,but
wantstousethetwoconceptsthatheproposedtoexplorethetensionof“desecularization”and
“secularization”facedbytheRussianOrthodoxChurchtoday．

AsBergersaid,attheendofthe２０thcentury,therewasatrendofreligious“desecularization”

inRussia:therevivalandquickandvigorousdevelopmentoftheOrthodoxChurch,asharpincrease
inthenumberofbelievers,themassiveconstructionofchurches,theinfiltrationandexpansionof
Orthodoxyintoseculareducationalandculturalfields,andmore．Thereisindeeda “prosperous”

sceneofthe“desecularization”inRussia．However,thetendencyof“secularization”ishiddenbehind
thispicture．

Firstly,wewilldiscussthe“desecularization”ofthedevelopmentofRussianOrthodoxChurch
fromtheperspectiveoftheunderstandingofthefaithofbelievers．AlthoughmostRussiansclaimto
beOrthodoxbelievers,thisbeliefisnottoacertainextentareligiousidentity,butmoreanational
culturalidentity．TheheadoftheLevadaＧCenter,thesociologistLevGudkov (ЛевГудков)once
assertedthatOrthodoxyismorelikeanethnicreligioussymbolthanareligiousidentity．〔４５〕The
Russianreligiousscholars Ovsienko (Ф．Г．Овсиенко,１９３９－２００７)and Trofimchuk (Н．А．

３０２

〔４４〕

〔４５〕

Berger,PeterL．,TheSacredCanopy:ElementsofaSociologicalTheoryofReligion．NewYork:AnchorBooks,１９６９,p．
１０７．

Символверыправославногоатеиста．１６．１１．２０１７．[“TheCreedofanOrthodox Atheist”．１６．１１．２０１７．]https://www．
levada．ru/２０１７/１１/１６/simvolＧveryＧpravoslavnogoＧateista/
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Трофимчук,１９４２－２００２)alsowrotethatOrthodoxycannotbetheideologyofthewholepeople．The
reasonisthatthe majorityofRussianswhoidentifythemselvesasOrthodoxbelieversarenot
profoundlyreligious．〔４６〕AccordingtoasurveyoftheLevadaＧCenter (２０１７),among Orthodox
believers,only５８％believeintheexistenceofGod,１３％eitherdon􀆳tbelieveinGodatall,ordon􀆳t
knowifGodexists,１６％donotbelieveinlifeafterdeath,１７％donotbelieveintheexistenceofhell
andthedevil,butoneＧthirdof“atheists”believeinheaven．〔４７〕Thissetofdatashowsthatthereisno
certainconnectionbetweenfaithidentityandOrthodoxdoctrineandworldview．Asmentionedabove,

thenumberof“churchingbelievers”hasnotincreasedsignificantlyinthepastfewdecades．Thus,the
revivaloftheRussianOrthodoxChurchinthegrowthofbelieverstoacertainextentreflectsthe
tendencyof“secularization”,whichcanbemainlyexplainedfromthefollowingaspects．

Thestate􀆳sguidancetotheOrthodoxideology．SinceGorbachevcametopowerin１９８５,the
subsequentcollapseoftheSovietUnionandRussia􀆳sindependence,thestatehasbeenworkingto
improverelationswiththeOrthodoxChurch．ThestatehasgivensomeOrthodoxfeastdaysthe
statusofnationalholidayandhasheldsomereligiousactivitiesatthestatelevel．Thestate􀆳ssupport
fortheOrthodoxChurchdoesnotmeanthatthestateintendstorestoreitsstatusasstatereligion,

butemphasizesOrthodoxyasaspiritualvalueandmoralpower,asthesoulofthenation,asabond
tounitemostRussiansthatcanbeusedtofillthevacuumoffaithafterthecollapseoftheSoviet
UnionandreforgeRussia􀆳sdreamofholdinggreatpower．

ThecharacteristicsofOrthodoxy．TheOrthodoxyisknownasa“ceremonial”religion．Itslong
andcomplicatedrituals,numerousfeastdaysandstrictfastingtosomeextentrestrictbelieversto
understandingOrthodoxyandparticipatingin Churchlife,whichleadssomepeopletoadhere
nominallytoOrthodoxy,notpractically．

Thechangeofreligiousconcepts．Thefirsthalfofthe１９９０swasaperiodofrapidgrowthof
OrthodoxbelieversinRussia．Atthistime,asAlexyFirsov(АлексейФирсов),generaldirectorofthe
RussianPublicOpinionResearchCentersaid,itwasatrendandafashiontobelieveinreligion,

especiallyOrthodoxy,anditwascloselyrelatedtothrowingoffpoliticalshackles．〔４８〕 Withthe
revivalanddevelopmentofOrthodoxy,thetwoconceptsofOrthodoxyandChurcharegradually
separated．FortheChurch,theOrthodoxyisitsgreatcause,theChurchisitsembodiment;forthe
country,Orthodoxyisthespiritofthenation,thesoftpowerofthecountry;fortheindividual,

Orthodoxyisonlythechoiceandcomfortofpersonalspirituallife．Firsovpointedoutthatreligion
haslostitsinstitutionalizedpositionandhasbecomeanindividualprivatematter．〔４９〕Thisisanexact
manifestationofthesecularizationofreligion,“privatizedreligionisamatterofthe ‘choice’or

４０２

〔４６〕

〔４７〕

〔４８〕
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‘preference’oftheindividualorthenuclearfamily,ipsofactolackinginacommon,binding
quality．”〔５０〕

Secondly,wewillanalyzethe “desecularization”ofRussianorthodoxdevelopmentfromthe
perspectiveoftherelationshipbetweentheChurchandthestate．IntheBishop􀆳sCouncilof２０００the
BasisoftheSocialConceptoftheRussianOrthodoxChurchwasapproved,inwhichtherelationship
betweentheRussianOrthodoxChurchandthestateisdescribedasastate“betweentheseparation
andnationalChurchideology”〔５１〕．Althoughcurrently,therelationshipseemstobestable,itisalso
increasinglycriticizedbythepeople．AccordingtoasurveyconductedbytheRussianPublicOpinion
ResearchCenterin２０１５,from２００７to２０１５,theproportionofthepeoplewhorequesttodefendthe
provisionsofsecularstateintheConstitutionincreasedsignificantlyfrom５４％ to６４％．４７％ of
RussiansbelievethattheChurchshouldinfluencethespirituallifeofsociety,butnotinterferewith
politics．〔５２〕Accordingtoasurveyconductedbythe LevadaＧCenterin２０１７,although３９％ of
Russiansaresatisfiedwiththecurrentinteractionbetweenthestateandthereligion,thisproportion
wasreducedby１７％over２０１６．〔５３〕Itcanbeseenthatundertheinfluenceofthe“secularization”of
religioninthefieldofideology,atthesocialandinstitutionallevel,thecallforreligioussecularization
willalsorise,andthe“honeymoonperiod”betweentheRussianOrthodoxChurchandthestatemay
end．

Finally,we willstudythe “desecularization”ofRussian Orthodox developmentfrom the
perspectiveofexpansionofOrthodoxeducationtothesecularfieldandtheintegrationoftheological
schoolswithsecularschools．TheRussianOrthodoxChurchsuccessfullyintroduced“TheBasicsof
OrthodoxCulture”intothesyllabusofprimaryandsecondaryschools,whichcanberegardedasa
kindofsuccessof“desecularization”．However,inthefaceoftherelevantnationaleducationallaws
andregulations,inordertoattractmorestudentstochoose“TheBasicsofOrthodoxCulture”,the
OrthodoxChurchhastomakecertainconcessionsto “secularization”,suchastheadjustmentof
methodsofpropagatingthefaith,therevisionofthetextbooksthatwerepreviouslytooreligious．
JoiningtheBolognaProcessfortheRussianOrthodoxChurchisnotonlyareformoftheological
schoolsinordertoimprovethem,butalsoanactionoftheintendedintegration withsecular
education．Thenationalrecognitionofthetheologicalschool􀆳sdiplomaisboundtointroducecertain
seculareducationalcoursesandstandardsintotheologicalschools．Althoughthisreformisbeneficial
totheOrthodoxChurch,thetheologicalschooleducationwillalsobecontrolledtoacertainextentby
thestate．Thiscannotbesaidtobeanythingbutaprocessofsecularization．

Therefore,althoughonthefactofit,Russiaisexperiencingtheprocessof“dsecularization”of
religion(Orthodoxy),itisboundtofacetheproblemof“secularization”intheprocessofrealizing
thisprocess．FortheRussian OrthodoxChurchandthestate,howtofindthebalancebetween
“desecularization”and“secularization”isthecommontaskandchallengefacedbybothsides．The

５０２
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RussianOrthodoxChurchreliestoomuchonthestatetoachieveits“desecularization”,whichwill
maketheChurchfacethepossibilityoflosingitsidentity．

３．２　UnityoftheChurch
TheunityoftheChurchhasalwaysbeenanarduoustaskfortheRussianOrthodoxChurch．In

the１７thcentury,theNikonianreformsledtothedivisionoftheRussianOrthodoxChurchandthe
formationoftheOldRitualist(OldBelievers)sects．Inthe１９２０s,aseriesofevents,includingthe
revolution,theestablishmentofthenewregime,ledtothedivisionoftheRussianOrthodoxChurch
OutsideRussiafromthe MotherChurch．AfterthecollapseoftheSovietUnion,theseparatist
tendencyofsomeOrthodoxChurchesintheterritoryoftheformerSovietUnionbecameahuge
challengeforthe Russian Orthodox Church．On December１５,２０１８,theestablishmentofthe
schismaticUkrainian OrthodoxChurchsubjectedtheunityoftheRussian OrthodoxChurchto
greaterthreat．〔５４〕

Historically,theRussian OrthodoxChurchandtheUkrainian OrthodoxChurchhaveseveral
timesbeendividedandunited:thesplitofthe１５thcentury,andtheunificationof１７thcenturydueto
theintegrationofUkraineintoRussianterritory,andtheredivisionofthe２１stcentury．Thesplitof
theUkrainianOrthodoxChurchrangalarm bellsfortheRussianOrthodoxChurch􀆳strifectaof
“ChurchＧstateＧnation”．IntheearlyChristianChurch,theboundariesofdioceses,archdioceses,and
Patriarchatesbasicallycoincidedwiththeboundariesofcitiesandcountries．Withthedevelopmentof
history,nationalterritorieschanged,andtheboundariesoftheChurchandthestatewerenolonger
consistent．Especiallyinthe２０thcentury,duetotheestablishmentoftheSovietUnion,thetwo
worldwars,thedisintegrationoftheOttomanEmpire,andsoon,theboundariesoftheChurchand
thestatemajorlydiffered．AlthoughtheboundariesoftheChurchandstatearenotnecessarily
consistent,thereisstillatendencyobservedintheworldtodaythattheChurch􀆳sboundaryconforms
toboundaryofthestateandthenation．TheUkrainianOrthodoxChurchisatypicalexample．A
directconsequenceoftheestablishmentofthenewautocephalousUkrainianOrthodoxChurchisthe
situationoftheUkrainianOrthodoxChurchunderthejurisdictionoftheMoscowPatriarchate．As
Ukrainiannationalismcontinuestorise,thenewlyestablishedUkrainianOrthodoxChurchhasbeen
fosteredbythestate,anditislikelytoleadtothegrowthoftheseparatisttendenciesamong
Ukrainian Orthodoxbelieversandunstablefactorsinthediocesesaroundtheworldunderthe
jurisdictionoftheMoscowPatriarchate．

TheschismoftheUkrainianOrthodoxChurchmayalsogivesomestimulationtotheBelarusian
OrthodoxChurch．Atpresent,thereisagoodrelationshipbetweentheBelarusianOrthodoxChurch
andtheRussianOrthodoxChurch,butwiththe“example”oftheUkrainianOrthodoxChurch,ithas
toconsiderapotentialpushfortheindependenceoftheBelarusian Orthodox Church．Firstly,

OrthodoxChristianityisthedominantreligioninBelarus．ThesurveyconductedbytheBelarusian
SociologicalCenter“MirrorＧInformation”(ЗЕРКАЛОＧИНФО)inMarchＧAprilof２０１３showsthat

６０２

〔５４〕 OnDecember１５,２０１８,aunifyingcouncilwasheldinKiev,wherethearchbishopEpiphanyDumenko(Епифаний,Думенко)

waselectedastheheadofthenew UkrainianOrthodoxChurch．TheUkrainianOrthodoxChurch(KievPatriarchate)(１９９２－２０１８)

andtheUkrainianAutocephalousOrthodoxChurch (１９２０－２０１８)announcedtheirdissolutions．OnJanuary５,２０１９,Bartholomew
(Варфоломей),PatriarchoftheOrthodoxChurchofConstantinople,signedtheTomos(Tомос)ＧadocumentthatgavetheUkrainian
OrthodoxChurchitsautocephaly,andonJanuary６,２０１９,theTomoswasgiventoArchbishopEpiphany．
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Orthodoxbelieversaccountforabout６８％ ofthetotalpopulation．〔５５〕Secondly,the Orthodox
believersofBelarusaremainlyBelarusians．Lastly,theBelarusianOrthodoxChurchalreadyhada
relativelycompleteadministrativeandclericalsystem．In１９８９,theRussianOrthodoxChurchgranted
theBelarusian OrthodoxChurchthestatusofExarchate (экзархат)．Itwasestablishedonthe
principlesofthereligionandnation．TheBelarusianexarchatehasahighlevelofautonomy,the
highestlegislative,law enforcementandjudicialpowers belongtothe Synod headed bythe
archbishopoftheBelarusianOrthodoxChurch,butthejournaloftheSynodoftheExarchateistobe
submittedtotheHolySynodoftheRussianOrthodoxChurch,andapprovedbythePatriarchof
MoscowandallRus􀆳．ThearchbishopoftheExarchateiselectedbytheHolySynodofMoscow
PatriarchateandappointedbythePatriarch．AftertheCrimeanreferendum onjoining Russia,

Belarusiannationalismrose,suchasemphasizingtheimportanceoftheBelarusianlanguage,the
discussionoftheChinesetranslationofthecountryname(白俄罗斯Baieluosi& 白罗斯Bailuosi)．In
addition,theselfＧproclaimed “Belarusian AutocephalousOrthodoxChurch”hasbeenactivesince
WorldWarⅡ,andregardstheformerUkrainianAutocephalousOrthodoxChurchasitsMother
Church．Althoughitspowerandinfluencearerelatively weak,itissupportedbyagroupof
Belarusianemigrants．Therefore,thedevelopmenttrendoftheUkrainianOrthodoxChurch,relations
betweenBelarusandRussia,andtheinvolvementofinternationalforceswillaffectthedevelopment
ofseparatisttendenciesoftheBelarusianOrthodoxChurchinthefuture．

TheschismoftheUkrainianOrthodoxChurchisalsoanalarmtotheRussianOrthodoxChurch
inhandlingrelationswiththefivecountriesinCentralAsia．Atpresent,theOrthodoxChurchof
thesecountiesundertheMoscowPatriarchatehasrelativelyweakseparatisttendencies．Themain
reasonsareasfollows:Ononeside,theOrthodoxyinthesecountriesisanonＧdominantreligion,toa
certainextentithasagreaterneedtobeattachedtothemorepowerfulMotherChurch．Ontheother
side,therelationshipbetweenRussiaandthefivecountriesinCentralAsiaisrelativelygood,andthe
localOrthodoxChurchactivelycommunicatesanddialogueswiththegovernment．However,under
thewaveofglobalnationalism,asthenationalismofthefivecountriesinCentralAsiaisincreasingly
awakened,thewillingnesstogetridoftheinfluenceofRussiaisgrowing,especiallyinrelatively
powerfulKazakhstan,itisespeciallynecessarytohaveapleasantrelationshipbetweentheOrthodox
Churchandthelocalgovernment,the mainethnicgroup,andthedominantbeliefs．Oncethe
relationshipbetweenthestates,nations,OrthodoxyandIslamdeteriorates,theOrthodoxChurchin
thesecountriesastheminoritywillsuffer,andthisislikelytocontributetoseparatisttendencies:

eithertoconverttootherreligions,ortojoinotherOrthodoxChurches．Inaddition,althoughthe
powerofeachOrthodoxChurchinthesefivecountriesisrelativelyweak,itdoesnotruleoutthe
consciousnessandpossibilityofthecreationofanindependent,unitedOrthodoxChurchunderthe
unifiedCentralAsianIslamicspace．

Insummary,theunityoftheRussian Orthodox Churchisnotasimpleinternalaffairof
theChurch,itiscloselyrelatedtointernationalrelations,ethnicrelationsandreligiousrelations．The
ConstitutionoftheRussianFederationstipulatesthatRussiaisasecularstate,sotheOrthodox

７０２
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Churchmustnotinterferetoomuchwithstateaffairsinordertomaintainunity,andmustnotbe
excessivelyinvolvedinthesecularfield．Otherwise,itwillleadtothesecularizationofthereligionon
theonehandmentionedinthefirstpointabove,andontheotherhandwillbreakthefragilebalance
ofrelationsbetweenthestateandtheChurchandfrustratetheRussianOrthodoxChurchathome．

３．３　HiddendangersarisingfromtherapidgrowthandexpansionoftheRussianOrthodoxChurch
Afterdecadesofrevival,theRussianOrthodoxChurchisnowthemostpopulousChurchinthe

Orthodox world．Patriarch Kirillclaimsthatthe Russian Orthodox Church has１８０ million
followers．〔５６〕TheboomoftheOrthodoxChurchinRussia,steadydevelopmentintheterritoryofthe
formerSovietUnion,therevivalamongthediaspora,posescertainchallengestotheotherOrthodox
Churchesandthecultureofothercountriesinthe world,firstandforemost,the Ecumenical
PatriarchateofConstantinople．Inrecentyears,therearemanydisagreementsamongtheOrthodox
ChurchesofRussiaandConstantinople,andthedisputeshaveescalated．

TheemergenceofthecontradictionbetweentheRussianOrthodoxChurchandtheOrthodox
ChurchofConstantinoplecannotbeseparatedfromtheirrespectivehistorical,realisticandcultural
factors．FromtheRussianside,astheRussianOrthodoxChurchcontinuestogrowandflourish,it
beginstoseek greatervoiceinthe Orthodox world．A moreprominent manifestationisthe
preparationandconveningofthe Holyand GreatCouncilofthe Orthodox Church (Святойи
ВеликийСоборПравославной Церкви)．In１９４８,ontheoccasionofthe５００thanniversaryofthe
RussianOrthodoxChurch􀆳sautocephaly,theRussianOrthodoxChurchbegantoactivelyparticipate
intheinitiativeandpreparationsoftheHolyandGreatCouncilofOrthodoxChurch．In１９９６,the
OrthodoxChurchofConstantinopletriedtoreceivetheEstonianAutonomousOrthodoxChurch
(PatriarchateofConstantinople)asafullmemberofthepreＧCounciloftheHolyandGreatCouncil
oftheOrthodoxChurchinordertoenhancethestatusoftheEstonian AutonomousOrthodox
Church．The Russian Orthodox Churchfirmlyopposedthisact,and wassupported by other
OrthodoxChurches．InJune２０１６,theHolyandGreatCouncilofOrthodoxChurch washeldin
Crete,butontheeveoftheCouncil,theRussianOrthodoxChurchrefusedtoattendtheCouncil．One
ofthereasonswasthattheCouncildidnotfullytakeintoaccounttheviewsoftheRussianOrthodox
ChurchandignoredthesuggestionsoftheRussianOrthodoxChurchtothedocument“Relationsof
theOrthodoxChurchwiththeRestoftheChristianWorld”．Wecanseethestrongsenseofmission
oftheRussianOrthodoxChurchfromtheseactions,suchastheactiveinitiativeandpreparationof
theHolyandGreatCouncilofOrthodoxChurch,andthereasonsforrefusingtoattendtheCouncil．
Thissenseofmissionhasalonghistoricaltraditionandideologicalfoundation．Asearlyasthe１６th
century,orevenearlier,Filofei(ФилофейПсковский,１４６５－１５４２),elderofthePskovSpasoＧEleazar
monasterywrotealettertotheprinceVasilyⅢ (ВасилийⅢ Иоаннович,１５０５－１５３３),inwhichhe
proposedtheideaof“MoscowＧthethirdRome”．ConstantinopleisthesecondRome,alsotheNew
Jerusalem,afteritsfall,RussiareplacedByzantium andbecamethethird Rome,thenew New
Jerusalem,andthereaftertherewillbenofourthRome．TheRussianOrthodoxChurchofaThird
RomewouldnaturallyreplacetheleadershipoftheOrthodoxChurchofConstantinopleoftheSecond

８０２

〔５６〕 ПатриархКирилл:прихожанамиРПЦявляютсяоколо１８０млнчеловек．２８окт．２０１７．[“PatriarchKirill:about１８０Million
PeopleareMembersoftheROC”．Oct．２８,２０１７．]https://tass．ru/obschestvo/４６８４８８５
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Rome．ThissenseofthemissionoftheRussianOrthodoxChurch,combinedwithitscurrentpower,

willimpelittoseekgreatervoiceintheOrthodoxworldandeventheChristianworld,andthusthe
controversywiththeOrthodoxChurchofConstantinopleisinevitable．

FromtheperspectiveoftheOrthodoxChurchofConstantinople,itsstatusofprimusinterpares
amongOrthodoxChurcheswasestablishedattheFourthEcumenicalCouncil;in１４５３,Byzantium
fell,thepoweroftheOrthodoxChurchofConstantinoplewassharplyreduced;inthe１９thcentury,

theGreekChurch wasseparatedfromtheChurchofConstantinople;inthe１９２０s,theOttoman
Empirebrokeup,andthePatriarchateofConstantinoplelostmostofitsbelievers,retainingonly５．
２５５millionfollowers〔５７〕．Whetherfromtheperspectiveofthenumberofbelievers,theChurch􀆳s
financialresources,orfromtheperspectiveofitsinfluence,thevoiceoftheChurchofConstantinople
intheOrthodoxworldisincreasinglyweak．Inordertopreserveitshistoricalstatusandretain
believers,inthe１９２０s,theOrthodoxChurchofConstantinopledeclaredthatalldiasporaisunderits
justification,whichcausedconflictwiththeRussianOrthodoxChurch,whichpossessesalargeglobal
diaspora．Inaddition,theOrthodoxChurchofConstantinoplehasrestoredorestablisheddioceses
underthejustificationofthePatriarchateofConstantinopleinsomeareas,suchastheAmerican
Archdiocese〔５８〕 and the Estonian Autonomous Orthodox Church (the Patriarchate of
Constantinople);in２００８,theOrthodoxChurchofConstantinoplearbitrarilyincludedtheChinese
mainland,TaiwanofChina,andSoutheastAsiancountriesinthearchdioceseofHongKongand
SoutheastAsia．〔５９〕OnJanuary６,２０１９,thePatriarchofConstantinoplegrantedthe Ukrainian
OrthodoxChurchTomosＧthedocumentoftherecognitionoftheautocephaly,whichgaveaheavy
blowtotheunificationoftheRussian OrthodoxChurch．TheseriesofactionsoftheOrthodox
ChurchofConstantinoplearenotonlydrivenbypoliticalandeconomicinterests,butalsostemfrom
thesenseofcrisisofitsstatusofprimusinterparesamongtheOrthodoxworld,andthiscrisis
mainlycomesfromtheRussianOrthodoxChurch,whichusedtobeitssubsidiaryChurch．

Thefightfor“bigbrother”statusbetweentheRussianOrthodoxChurchandtheOrthodox
ChurchofConstantinopleisdifficulttoassess,whichwillbethewinnerintheshortterm．Orthodox
Christianityisarelativelyconservativereligionwhichvaluestradition．Itisdifficulttounderminethe
history,especiallythetraditionandfactsrecognizedbythesevenecumenicalcouncils．Andthestrong
senseofthemissionoftheRussianOrthodoxChurchwilldriveittoactasthesavioroftheOrthodox
world．Therefore,thecontroversybetweenthem maycontinueforalongtime．Inaddition,the
absolutepriority and specialtreatment ofthe Orthodox Churchin Russia has also caused
dissatisfactionfrom othertraditionalreligions,especiallyIslamicgroups．Thereare manyhidden
dangersduringtheexpansion ofthe Russian Orthodox Churchinregionsofthe world not
traditionally Orthodox,such asdevelopmentandspreadin Europeand Latin America where
Catholicismisdominant,intheSoutheastAsianwhereBuddhismisdominant,inChinaandNorth

９０２

〔５７〕

〔５８〕

〔５９〕

“EcumenicalPatriarchate”,https://www．oikoumene．org/en/memberＧchurches/ecumenicalＧpatriarchate．
TheOrthodoxChurchofConstantinopledoesnotrecognizetheautocephalousstatusofOrthodoxChurchinAmerica,which

gottheTomosfromtheRussianOrthodoxChurchin１９７０．
TheRussianOrthodoxChurchstatedthedecisionofthePatriarchateofConstantinoplewasillegal,andwastheinterference

intheinternalaffairsofChineseChurch．See:DmitryI．Petrovsky“ModernStateandPerspectivesoftheOrthodoxChurchinChina”,

InternationalJournalofSinoＧWesternStudies,№１４,(２０１８),８０．
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Koreawhereatheismisdominant,hostilityfromthelocaldominantethnicgroupsanddominant
beliefs,fusion withthelocaldominantculture,andchangestoadapttothelocalculturewhich
challengeOrthodoxtradition．

ThefirstdecadeofKirill􀆳stenurewasaninnovativedecadeinthedevelopmentoftheRussian
OrthodoxChurch．Inthepasttenyears,theOrthodoxChurchhasnotonlyinheritedanddeveloped
thetraditionalmodel,butalsocarriedoutthenecessaryreforminordertocopewiththeneedsof
reality．Asthe Orthodox Church became moreand morepowerful,challengesfrom political,

religious,social,andculturalanglesinRussiaandabroadareincreasing．Understandingthepresent
conditionandtrendsofthedevelopmentofRussianOrthodoxChurch,analyzingthehiddenproblems
anddangers,willhelpustomorefullyunderstandthespirituallife,relationsbetweenthestateand
religionanddiplomaticcharacteristicsofcontemporaryRussia,andalsohelpustoestablishmore
healthyandeffectiverelationsbetweenChinaandRussia．
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中文题目:
基里尔任牧首十年来俄罗斯东正教会的发展研究———传承、转型与挑战

王帅

北京大学外国语学院,助理教授;地址:北京市海淀区颐和园路５号外文楼１１０室;电子邮件:wsnajia＠１６３．com

提要:１９８８年,罗斯受洗千年之际,俄罗斯东正教复兴的序幕徐徐拉开.历经３０余年的发展,东正教如今已成为俄罗
斯社会一股重要的精神文化力量.３０年间,俄罗斯东正教会历经三位牧首———皮缅、阿列克西二世和基里尔.本文拟
以基里尔２００９年就任牧首以来俄罗斯东正教会所开展的工作为考察对象,理清俄罗斯东正教会在教会内部建设、与世
俗领域互动和与基督宗教其他派别的对话等方面工作的传承,解读俄罗斯东正教会从“量”的增长到“质”的提升式发展
模式的转型,剖析俄罗斯东正教会所面临的“非世俗化”与“世俗化”的张力、教会统一的威胁、教会快速增长扩张所带来
的挑战.

关键词:俄罗斯东正教会;牧首基里尔;俄罗斯东正教会转型
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