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PartThree
TheNamesofGodintheHebrewBibleand

theAbsenceofNamesofGodintheArmenianBible〔１０６〕
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Abstract:ThenamesofGodarealwaysspecificnames,whichsignifythesymbolofGodanddonotdescribeGodorHis
essence．ThisessayisgoingtodiscussthenamesofGod———inHebrewBiblemainly———andexplainwhyitisfairlyrare
tofindanynamesofGodintheArmeniantranslation〔１０７〕oftheHolyBible．Thus,thisessaytrytoprove,thatGodorthe
DivineEssencecannotbedescribed,becauseGodsEssenceexistsbeyondalldescription,whichiscircumscribedand
limited．
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INTRODUCTION

Themostferventreligiousdesireofhumanityistogiveanametothedivinebeing,tofinda
logicaldefinitiontoitandtrytodemonstrateitsexistence．Although,itisimpossibletofindallthe
exactnamesgiventotheCreatorineverytranslationoftheHolyBible．“Thefirstpointisthatthe
HebrewtermswhichcanbefoundintheOldTestamentaretranslatedbyGod,orDeus,orTheos,
thesetermsareactuallypropernamesgiveninaccordancetothewishesoftheTalmud．Thenameof
GodisalwayssaidtobeapropernameintheScriptures．ThewordGodwouldbeabsentfromthe
Hebrewlanguage!〔１０８〕”TheBibleoftentalksaboutGodwithauniqueface,suchasintheExodus２０:
７,Psalms８:１．Inalltheseoccurrences,theHolyBibledoesnotmeananyparticularsignsofGod,the
commonnameofGodcontainsmanyuniquenamesbecauseGodappearedtohumanitythrough
varioustitles．ThesenamesdonotpertaintohumancreaturesbutareofDivineorigin(althoughthey
arepartsofhumanspeechitself)．However,wewilllimitourselveswiththediscussionofGods
uniquenamesusedinHebrewBible〔１０９〕．

YHWH

ThemostcommonnameforGodinasingularformintheHebrewBibleisYHWH ( )

８９１

〔１０６〕

〔１０７〕

〔１０８〕

〔１０９〕

Thisessayistheinitialresultsof“StudiesonFeminineTraditionofHebrewBible”supportedbytheNationalSocialScience
FoundationofChina(GrantNo．１４BZJ０２６)

HereIhaveusedtheArmenianBibleinArmenian,EasternArmeniannewtranslation,TheArmenianApostolicChurch,

CatholicosateofAllArmeniansandTheBibleSocietyofArmenia,MotherSeeofHolyEtchmiadzin,１９９４．
EmmanuelLEVINAS,“ThePhilosophicalMeaningoftheNamesofGod”,RevueInternationaledePhilosophie,mars２００６,

p．１１９．
WeilinFANG,“GenealogicalStudiesonHebrewNamesofGodintheHebrewBible”,StudiesinWorldReligions,No．４

(July２０１３),pp．８６Ｇ９７．
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whichisknownasTetragrammatonfromGreek“fourＧletter(word)”translation．ButwhyYHWH?
Whatdoesitmeanandwheredoesitcomefrom? YHWHisroughlythenameofGod,themost
commonnameintheOldTestament,whichisusednearly７０００times(６８２８times,tobeaccurate)．
ThiswordhasbeentranslatedintoGreekasLord,“Kurios”．Thisisdifferentfromtheword
“Adonai”(Lord),buttheseareequivalentwordsinGreek,asbotharetranslated“Kurios”(Phil２:
１１)．

TheGodofthetribeofJudahwascalledYahweh(Jehovah)．TheOldTestamentsscripture
havebeeninterpretedas“YaHWeH”(Yahweh)inthescientificsphere,whichisalsousedina
distortedversionofYeHoWaH (Jehovah)．ThethirdverseoftheTenCommandmentsisknownto
all:“YoushallnotcallthenameofyourGodinvain”(Exodus２０:７)．Thisseemstobeaworthless
linebehindthewordofJehovah．ThefirstpartoftheBible,theOldTestament,waswrittenin
ancientHebrew,which,likeSemitic,doesnotusevowelsin writing．Consequently,thereader
mentallyinterpretsandrestoresthevowelsbyhimself．Thereisacrucialconnectionbetween
“YHWH”and“ADONAI”/“ELOHIM”(anotherpropernamegiventoGodwhichwillbediscussed
later)．WritersdidnotusevowelsinHebrew,thushowcanwebesurethattheTetragrammaton
shouldbepronounced“YeHoWah”andnot“YaHoWah”or“JeHoWah”? Hereistheconnection
betweenthesethreenames．Theconnectionbetweenthesethreewordswasexplainedbyresearchers;
thevowelsfrom“Adonai”and“Elohim”weresmoothlytransferredintoTetragrammaton“YHWH”
duetowhichwehavethismysticname“YeHoWah”,“YahWeh”,“YaHoWah”,“JeHoWah”〔１１０〕．

TheJewsfollowedthecommandofGodtonotpronouncethenameofGod,sotheywerenot
allowedtopronounceTetragrammaton,butinsteadusedanotherword,Adonai,whichistranslatedas
“master,”“ruler．”TheoriginalYHWHwordcorrectlywasonlyknownbythehighrankedpriestof
thetempleinJerusalem,butafterthedestructionofthetempleinJerusalem (７０AD),thecorrect
readingoftheTetragrammatonandthepuzzlingbecameamystery．Overtime,whentheneedarose
toanalyseandstudytheOldTestamentsscripture,theTetragrammatoninthescientificworldwas
readas“YaHWeH”(Yahweh)orYeHoWaH (Jehovah)〔１１１〕．

TheHebrew word“YHWH〔１１２〕”literallymeansdifferentlyandjudging,moreprecisely,the
differenceinwhichitisrevealed(Ex．３:１２Ｇ１４,６:２Ｇ８),itmeansthe“presence”ofGodiswiththe
Israelites,HeisclosetoHispeople,theChorus,andalsobytheword“PromisedＧEmmanuel”(with
God)(Iam７:１４,Matthew１:２３)．“Yahwehispresent”,Heisavailableandclosetoallthosewhoare
callingHim(Psalm１４５:１８)forSalvation(１０７:１３),Forgiveness(Pr２:２５)andTeaching．Itisalso
relatedtothecovenant,forexample(Exodus６:６Ｇ８)“IwillbeyourGodandyoumypeople．”In
short,thisword,apartfromtheuseofordinaryletters,isusedasapresent,salvation,aliberator,a
blessing,aswellasacovenant,obedienceandfaithfulness．

Bythisname,Godappearedtohispeople,showingHismercyandpointedout“IamwhatIam”
(Exodus３:１４)andlater,selfＧdisclosure;”IamtheLord”(Exodus６:２Ｇ８)．Themainmeaningofthis
wordis“Being”,“tobepresent”,andlater,assomewouldaccepttohavereceivedthefollowing
meaning;”Iam(andnotsomeoneelse)”．Also,thetranslationoftheGreekphrase“EgoEmy”has
thesamemeaningfromtheGreekSeptuagint．AndMosesgivestheideathatthereisaGod,buthe
needstounderstandit．AndJesushimselfmadethisstatement“Iam”(EgoEmy)(Matthew１４:２７),
(John８:２４Ｇ２８Ｇ５８)．Thus,thesamewordsattributedtotheGodofIsraelas“God,”“Iwas,amand
willbe”havebeenusedbyJesusChristhimself．

YHWHemphasisesGodsabsolutebeing．Heisthesourceofallbeing,ofallrealityandall
existence．HeexistsinHimself．Everythingelsederivesitsexistencefrom Him．YHWHexpresses
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HovhannesYordanyan,WhoisGod? WhoistheholyTrinity,Yerevan,２００１．
http://www．sarkavagagirq．net/２０１２/０２/blog－post_０８．html
IHWHinotherresearch:FrancisB．Denio,“OntheUseoftheWordJehovahinTranslatingtheOldTestament”,Journalof

BiblicalLiterature,Vol．４６,No．１/２(１９２７),pp．１４６－１４９
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theabsolutetranscendenceofGod．HeisaboveallHiscreation．Heiswithoutbeginningandwithout
endbecauseHealwaysis．

ThisisaspecialmemorablenamethatGodrevealedtoMosesattheburningbush．“Godsaidto
Moses,”IamwhoIam,”andhesaid:“ThussaytothesonsofIsrael:JehovahsentmetoyouThis
isMynameforever,andtheremembranceofMefromgenerationtogeneration”(Exodus３:１４Ｇ１５)．
AlthoughthenameYHWHappearsalreadyinGenesis２,GoddidnotrevealHimselfasYHWH
untilExodus３inconnectionwiththecreationofIsrael．

However,intheArmenianHolyBible〔１１３〕,weread“andGodspoketoMoses,saying;“Iamthe
Lord．AndIappearedtoAbraham,toIsaac,andtoJacob．IamtheirGod,mynameisLord,butIdid
nottellthem”(Exodus６:２Ｇ３),butintheHebrewversionitswritten,“Ididnttellthemthatmy
nameisYHWH (Yahweh)”．Thus,inthemostimportantselfＧdescriptivesentenceoftheHoly
Bible,wewontfindtheexactnameforGodintheArmeniantranslation,butHecallshimselfLord．
Hereisthequestion;whatisthenameofGodintheArmenianHolyBible? DoesHehaveanyname?
WhydoesntHehavenames?

ArmeniabecamethefirstChristiancountryintheworldacceptingitin３０１A．D〔１１４〕．The
Armenianalphabetwascreatedin４０５A．D〔１１５〕bySt．MesropMashtots．Hereisthequestion;what
wasthelanguageofliturgyinchurchesduringonehundredyears? Howcouldtheuneducatedpeople
learntheHolyBiblewithoutwritingsandpossibilitytolearnforeignlanguages(forthattime
Greek)．AccordingtoArmeniansources,thewordoftheliturgywaseithergreekororallytranslated
versionoftheHolyBibleintoOldArmenian〔１１６〕．

The“canonical”beingoftheHolyBiblehasplayedacrucialroleinkeepingtheoriginaltextof
thebook．ThisisthereasonwhyduringtheMiddleAges,theArmenianwritershavebeencarefully
imitatedbythesacredcautionandcarefulness．ThatisthereasonwhyhundredsofBibletranslations
oftheBibledonotdifferfromeachotherandcoincidewiththeoriginalGreektextoftheBible〔１１７〕．In
３８７A．D．ArmeniawasdividedbetweentheByzantineandSassanidEmpiresandaccordingtomany
Armenianwritersafterthedivision,underthePersianforce,onlyAssyrianlanguagewasusedin
EasternArmenia．AccordingtoKhorenatsi〔１１８〕,beforethedivisionofArmenia,therituallanguageof
theArmenianChurchwasGreekandthenAssyrian．However,itisnotruledoutthattheAssyrian
languageisequaltoGreek,asthesouthernregionsofArmeniahavebeenintheAssyrianinfluence
foraquitelongtime．However,thesefactsarecomingtoexplainwhytheArmeniantranslationofthe
HolyBibleinitsrouthastheGreekversionratherthantheHebrewBible,thussimilarlywiththe
GreekHolyBiblewewontfindothernamesforGodbutLordandothersmentionedasfollows．
IntheArmeniantranslationoftheHolyBookGodhasmanytitles:Godis (ararichＧ

Creator),hes——— (TerＧLord)ofall, (TagavorＧKing), (DatavorＧJudge)and
(IshkhanＧPrince)．Heis (AmenakalＧOmnipotent), (AmenakarokhＧ

Almighty), (BardzryalＧMost Highly), (BrutＧPotter), (BavakanＧ

００２
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〔１１７〕
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ThefirstBiblewaspublishedbyVoskanYerevanciin１６６６inAmsterdam．Theprintingwasstartedin１６６６,March１１and
finishedin１６６８,October１３th．ThisBiblewasfirstusedin１２９５．ThistextwaseditedbyVoskhanYerevantsiintheLatintranslationof
Vulgata．HehastranslatedandaddedseveralbooksoftheOldTestament,whicharemissingintheArmenianBible．http://armchurch．
info．

ThehistoryoftheArmenianPeople,H．G．Zhamkochyan,A．G．Abrahamyan,S．T．MeliqＧBashkhyan,S．P．Poxosyan,

Yerevan１９７５．
Ibid．
AbexyanM．１９６８pp１３６Ｇ１４５,５４５Ｇ５４８,６３０Ｇ６４１,MesropMashtots(articles)Yerevan１９６２,MesropMashtots(articles)

Yerevan１９６３,AkinyanH．N．,St．MashtotsvardapetVienna１９４９．
ParandzemMeytikhanyan,“ThenamesandthetitlesgiventoGodintheHolyBook(TheFather)”,Yerevan２００６．
MovsesKhorenatsiwasaprominentArmenianhistorianfromtheperiodofLateAntiquityandtheauthoroftheHistoryof

Armenia．
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Enough), (ErknavorＧHeavenly), (HzorＧMighty), (KenararＧLifeＧ
giving〔１１９〕)．Weanalyzesomeofthesenameswithreferencetotranslation,semantic,linguisticand
stylisticaspects．ExodushasaverysignificantanduniqueroleintheonomasticsystemoftheBible,
asin３．１３－１４ofthisbook,God,whohasdifferentnames,revealstheinterpretationofthenames:“I
amtheEssence”．ThecomparisonoftheArmenianpropernamesandtitlesandtheirequivalents
existinginotherlanguages(Greek,Assyrian,Latin,German,Russian)showsthatthetextsin
ancientandEasternArmenianhavealotofsimilaritieswiththeGreekSeptuagint,yettheyarequite
differentfromtheAssyrianone．TheProperNamesinEasternArmenianandRussianversionsofthe
Biblewithreferencetotranslationarenearlyidentical．Besides,thetranslatorsoftheHolyBiblewere
educatedinByzantium,thustheywerethebestspecialistsintheGreeklanguage(LatinandGreek
werebeingusedinByzantium〔１２０〕)．

Actually,oneofthe mostimportantrabbiniclawsabout Godsnameisafundamental
prohibitionagainstsayingthenameofGodaloud．Inhisbook,God,DeathandTime,Levinas〔１２１〕

suggeststhatthereasonforthisprohibitionistosaynothingaboutGod〔１２２〕ortoavoidsaying
anythingaboutGod．GodsresponsetoMosesfromtheburningbushwasEhyehAsherEhyeh———“I
willbethatIwillbe”(Exodus３:１４)．Thisnameisaspecialnamebecauseitisnotarealname．Man
cannotcallGodbythisname,andcouldlearnnothingaboutGodspresence,character,orbeing．
Rather,itresemblesadescriptionofabeingwithoptions:“IwillbewhatIwillbe”andnotwhatI
willnotbe〔１２３〕．Isthereapossibilityofdescribingwhathasnodescription? HereIwouldliketocite
RabbHayyimVolozhinersdifferentiationbetween“fromHisside”and“fromourside．”Manhas
nothingtosayaboutGodbyHimself———“from Hisside．”AllhumanlanguagerelatingtoGodis
fromthehumansperspective〔１２４〕．TheArmenianinterpretationforGodsnameshasthesame
explanation;wecannotdescribewhatisindescribableonlybygivingHimnames,namesareusedfor
Godtomakeitsnatureclosertoushumans,eventhoughtheydonotrefertotheGodsnature,butto
Hisdeeds．

ADONAI

DuringtheyearsofEgyptianslavery,theJewsstartedtouseYHWH(Yahweh)veryrarely,due
tosuperstition,andtheword«Adonai”becamemorepopular．InmodernHebrew,theword“adon”
isusedas“Mr．”,as“Adonai”isneverusedbecausethiswordisattributedtoGodandhasplural
meaninginHebrew．

“ADONAI”isarabbinicalversionofthereplacementofTetragrammaton．Literallythisword
canbetranslatedas“gentlemen”．Thisisanexpressiveformoftheword“Adon,”meaning“master”
or“lord”(Isaiah１０:３３),GodistheLord．Herulesandgivesorders．“Adonai”isusuallytranslated
as“Lord．”Thiswordisusedabout４５０times．“Isaw Adonai(theLord)sittingonahighand
exaltedthrone,andtheedgesofHisrobefilledthewholetemple”(Isaiah６:１)〔１２５〕．IntheOld
Testament(Armeniantranslation)therearethreepeopleusingthisname;thefourthsonofking
David(２Kings４,２Kings１:５,７,８)andtwoLevites(１Chronicles３:２,２Chronicles１７:８)．

１０２

〔１１９〕

〔１２０〕

〔１２１〕

〔１２２〕

〔１２３〕

〔１２４〕

〔１２５〕

ParandzemMeytikhanyan,“ThenamesandthetitlesgiventoGodintheHolyBook(TheFather)”,Yerevan,２００６．
HovhannesYordanyan,WhoisGod? WhoistheholyTrinity,Yerevan,２００１．
EmmanuelLevinaswasaFrenchphilosopherofLithuanianJewishancestrywhoisknownforhisworkrelatedtoJewish

philosophy,existentialism,ethics,phenomenologyandontology．
EmmanuelLevinas,God,DeathandTime,trans．B．Bergo,StanfordUniversityPress,Stanford２０００,p．２３４．
Hereweseeanexampleofthelimitationsoflanguage．Weshouldnotspeakintermsof“be”whenspeakingofGod,whois

beyondbeing．
SeeEmmanuelLevinas,“IntheImageofGodaccordingtoRabbiHayyimVolozhiner”,pp．１５１Ｇ１６７．
RussianKhazarzar,ThenameofGod,Moscow,２０００．
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ThefinalsyllableofAdonaiusesthevowelkamatz,ratherthanpatachwhichwouldbeexpected
fromtheHebrewfor“mylord(s)”．ProfessorYoelElitzurexplainsthisphenomenonasanormal
transformation———Hebrewwordsbecomecanbecomenames,e．g:Nathan,Yitzchak,andYigal〔１２６〕．

ELOHIM

GodisthelegitimateactingpersonoftheHolyBiblefromtheveryfirstsentence;intheHebrewBible,
wefindoutthatElohimisthefirstnameofGod(Gen．１:１:Elohim,Eli,Eloah(inHebrew)haveacommon
root)．Elohimitselfhaspluralmeaning;itcanbetranslatedas“power,strength,mightiness〔１２７〕)．When
Elohimisusedwithotherwords,itisnotrelatedtoanameanymore,butinsteadreferstothequalitiesand
characteristicsofthewordsdescribingGod．EliscomingfromthenameEliandhasthemeaningofgodin
theSemiticlanguage．InthebookofJobandthepsalms,thereisagreatsectionthathasmentioned“El”２３８
timesbythemeaningofpower．Theothermeaningsarerelatedtodifferentqualifications,suchastruth
(Numbers２３:１９,Deuteronomy３２:４),envy(Deuteronomy５:９)andmercy(Nehemiah９:３１,Psalm８６:
１５)．

Theword“Eloah”(６０times)ismorecommonlyfoundinthebookofJob,whichliterallymeans
“power”．Accordingtotheorigin,thistermisattributedtothetrueGod,however,“Eloah”canbe
usedforanygodingeneral．ElohimorGod,unlikeEloahhaspluralmeaningandisusedabout２３００
timesintheHolyBible．However,allofthesethreenamesaretranslatedasGod (Theos)in
SeptuagintandcombineeverythingthatisrelatedtoGodanddivinity．Despitethefactthattheword
“Elohim”itselfhaspluralmeaning,intheHolyBibleitisusedwithnounsinsingularform．Inbrief,
duetotheword“Elohim”,Godsabilityisrevealedinvariousplaces,suchascreation,whenGod
createdtheworldthroughHisWord(Genesis１:３Ｇ８),itcharacterizesthealmightypowerofGod．
HiswordsdescribeHispowerwhenbarrenwomenhavechildren(Genesis１８:１０Ｇ１４,２５:２１),when
thesufferingpeoplearefreedfromEgypt(Exodus２０:２),whenthecrucifiedChristisraisedfrom
thedead(Romans１:１Ｇ４):TheapostlePeterwrites:“Andthroughyourfaith,Godisprotectingyou
byhispoweruntilyoureceivethissalvation,whichisreadytoberevealedonthelastdayforallto
see”(１Pet１:５)．IwouldliketomentionthreequitesignificantpartsoftheHolyBible．Asitis
writteninPsalm２１“Eli,Eli,lemasabachthani?”thatis,“MyGod,myGod,whyhaveyouforsaken
me?”;thesamesentencewefindintheNewTestament“andaboutthreeoclockJesuscriedwitha
loudvoice,“Eli,Eli,lemasabachthani?”thatis,“MyGod,myGod,whyhaveyouforsakenme?”
(Matthew２７:４６,Mark１５:３４)．AccordingtoArmenianinterpretation,bycallingFatherGodwith
thename“Eli”JesusChristusesthesamemeaningthathasthewordingeneral,suchas“almighty”,
“thepowerfulone”,whichallareattributedtoGodHimself〔１２８〕．

CONCLUSION

ThroughJesusChristwehaveknowGodas“Father”;inthePrayer,Jesussays:“Hollowedby
yourname”butnevermentionsname〔１２９〕．

AswecanseetherearenamesofGodandvariousepithetsforGod,whichrefertohisactions
andtohisCreation．Thus,isthereanydifferencesbetween“God”as“profession”and“God”asa

２０２

〔１２６〕

〔１２７〕

〔１２８〕

〔１２９〕

YoelElitzur,“ShemotHaElVeTaaricheiKetivatSifreiHaMiqra”,publishedinBe＇eineiElohim VaAdam,BeitMorasha
Jerusalem:２０１７,p．４０７．

HovhannesYordanyan,WhoisGod? WhoistheholyTrinity,Yerevan,２００１．
ParandzemMeytikhanyan,“ThenamesandthetitlesgiventoGodintheHolyBook(TheFather)”,Yerevan,２００６．
“OurFatherinheaven,hallowedbeyourname．Yourkingdomcome．Yourwillbedone,onearthasitisinheaven．Giveus

thisdayourdailybread．Andforgiveusourdebts,aswealsohaveforgivenourdebtors．Anddonotbringustothetimeoftrial,but
rescueusfromtheevilone”．Matthew６:９Ｇ１３,Luke１１:２Ｇ４．
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nameofthe“almightybeing”?Inrabbinicliterature,theterm“Elohim”(“God”)isusedtoreferto
Godsfunctionassupremejudge(powerfulGod),YHWHemphasizesGodsabsolutebeingand
“Adonai”isarabbinicalversionofthereplacementofTetragrammaton(YHWH)．However,the
commonpointinallofthenamesgiventoGodisthatnoneofthemistryingtodescribea
relationship,andisrootedin bringing whatisbeyondthe presentintothe present．In a
philosophicallyprofound manner,thenamesofGodareanattempttodescribeaparadox,the
paradoxicnatureofrevelation．Tetragrammaton (YHWH)itselfisthehypotheticalversionto
pronounceGodsname,butitisstillincorrect．

Moreover,wecanconcludefromthisshortessaythatallofthenamesgiventoGodare
adjectiveswhichattempttomakeastatementaboutGodandabouttheDivineEssence．Itisnot
provedthatthenamesmentionedinliteraturearetheonlyonesgiventoGod,itsquitepossiblethat
thereweremanynamesgiventoGodwhichwerenotevenusedintheHebrewBible．Thus,thisessay
bringsmetotheconclusionthatthenamesofGod(intheHebrewBible)areadjectivesorseemtobe
descriptionsofGodbutnotnamesatall．

３０２
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中文题目:
希伯来圣经中上帝的名字在亚美尼亚译本中的缺席

雷丽,毕业于亚美尼亚叶立文州立大学神学院,２０１１年获得学士学位.２０１１年至２０１５年,在叶立文州立大学欧洲研究
院学习并获得硕士学位.２０１５年在南京大学哲学系宗教学系攻读哲学硕士学位.她的主要研究兴趣是宗教,政治和历
史.联系电话:＋８６１３０６２５８７７８６,电子邮箱:leylichina＠gmail．com.基金项目:国家社科基金项目“希伯来圣经女性传
统研究”(１４BZJ０２６)

提要:上帝的名字,它表征上帝的符号,并不描述上帝本身或上帝的本质.本文探讨了上帝的名字的问题,指出,在希
伯来圣经中出现的上帝的名字,在亚美尼亚的圣经译本中,未有被翻译体现,因而造成了上帝名字在亚美尼亚圣经中的
缺席.本文试图指出,上帝的名字并不能体现上帝的本质,上帝的本质是不可被表面化的指称来描述的.

关键词:上帝;上帝的名字;希伯来圣经;亚美尼亚圣经
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