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English Title.
A Study of ZHU Zongyuan’s Opinion of Western studies: A Comparison with Huang
Zongxi

MO Zhengyi
Ningbo Education College, Jiangbei District, Yucai Road 106, 315000, Ningbo City, Zhejiang Province, P. R: China. Tel .
+86 139 5785 1492. Email: mozyl1@ 163. com

Abstract: In the late Ming Dynasty, Zhu Zongyuan was the first Confucian scholar to follow the
Catholic faith in Ningbo eastern Zhejiang Province, who had a significant impact on the spreading of
Catholicism in local areas. This paper analyzes the causes of Zhu Zongyuan’s Catholic faith, and
discusses the influences of his dual identity- Catholic and Confucian- on his cultural understanding.
On the one hand, he deeply understands the nature of Catholic doctrine of transcendence, and fol-
lows it with great conviction in life; on the other hand, he spares no efforts in promoting the interac-
tion between Confucianism and Catholicism which is demonstrated in his practice of using a Confu-
cian viewpoint to explain Catholic doctrine and critical judgment and promotion of the traditional
Confucian social cultural viewpoint. Thus his theory is different from both the original western Cath-
olic doctrine and the traditional Confucian thought, which is a product of the specific social histori-
cal background during the late Ming dynasty, which could be called “Confucian Monotheism”. This
paper will also make a comparison between the relative thoughts between Zhu Zongyuan and Huang
Zongxi so as to reflect the similarities and differences between Catholic Confucian scholars and tradi-

tional Confucian scholars in eastern Zhejiang Province on the Western Studies.

Key words: ZHU Zongyuan, interaction between Confucianism and Catholicism, Confucian Mono-
theism , Huang Zongxi, Western Studies
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