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Core Values: An European Perspective

Hans-Peter Grosshans

(Faculty of Protestant Theology, the University of Miinster, Germany )

Abstract ; Values are serving as orientation for a person,but as well for a society or for politics. The article discusses first some
general epistomological and methodological problems we are faced with when defining or finding out relevant values. One of
these problems is the question,whether values can be objective or whether they are necessarily subjective. Another problem is
the question,what resources we have and can use to find out and define values—and who defines in the end the values, which
are relevant in a society. Part of this problem then is the question,how we can distinguish core values from values, which are
peripheral or secondary. After discussing the general problem the article presents an example from the European context: the
definition of three core values (liberty, justice,solidarity) by the German Social Democratic Party,which are following the motto
of the French revolution at the end of the 18th century. In a third part the article presents three further core values,which may
be called the Christian values:love of the neighbor,compassion and mercy. The article argues,that these three core values are

often missed in the daily live within modern societies,be it in East or West,and can help to make societies more human.
Key words: Values, Ethics, Christian faith, Europe , Humanity

Author :Dr. Hans-Peter Grosshans is professor ( chair) for Systematic Theology, Ecumenical Theology and Philosophy of

Religion at the Faculty of Protestant Theology at the University of Miinster in Germany. Email; grosshans@ uni-muenster. de

In Europe there is at present a lot of discussion about European values, because of the severe conflict in
and about Ukraine. Some see the conflict as a kind of test case for how serious European societies and
states,as well as the European Union, are concerned with European values. There is as well a lot of
discussion about values in China—socialist values—and their actuality in Chinese society. Discussions about
values and attempts to propose and promote social values are global phenomena,despite the factthat they are
often quite different in their respective states and societies. In my country, Germany,as well as in many other
countries in Europe and elsewhere ,we have ongoing discussions about changes in values. Some people hope
for such changes,others criticize and avoid them We have in many societies a lot of lamentations about the
ignorance and disrespect of values—and therefore constant demands for education in values.

My subject in this paper is core values, but first I want to discuss some general methodological and
epistemological problems with identifying and discussing core values and values in general. The obvious
problem is how we can know and decidewhich values are in the core and which ones are not? Which values

are central and which are peripheral? To answer that,we have to consider some philosophical problems with
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the concept of values. Therefore, I'lldiscuss some of thephilosophical history,in order to prepare ground for
justification of values,and gain a deeper understanding of the problems connected with their actual practice.
I wont cover the whole history of the concept of values,only a few special elements which are fundamental for

the understanding and justification of core values and values in general.

1. Epistemological and methodological considerations

1. “Value” is a central concept in current philosophical and political ethics,as well as Christian ethics.
In the history of Western philosophy it is a rather new concept.(!) The term “value” became a central
concept in 19" century Western philosophywith the German Hermann Lotze (1817—1881) ,in the followup
of German idealism and Immanuel Kant. Lotze proposed a teleological idealism,in which the human mind
with its needs is not satisfied with the causal and mechanistic observations of nature,but distinguishes the
indifferent ( what we can observe and research in nature) from the valuable. In a kind of religious
anticipation ,the mind forms the idea of an absolute value. Hermann Lotze finds absolute value in the idea of
the good ,which is the telos-the final goal and purpose-of all human striving and activity. This idea is not
something we find in nature or human biology.

Before Lotze we can identify in history similar considerations , but without giving the concept of “value”
a central position in philosophy. In fact,in modern times the term “value” came from the field of economy.
There , “value” was and is used in the sense of “price,” but also in the sense of worth,validity or quality of

3

an item, activity or even a person. The relation of the term “value” to the price is still reflected in the
philosophy of Immanuel Kant, who said price can denote only the relative value of something. Of absolute
value ,which Kant denotes with the term “dignity” , are only autonomous persons,who have their purpose only
in themselves.(2) In this understanding we can say that my computer has a price,but is of not much value.
Different from my computer my mother is of absolute value,but has no price.

In the 19" century Karl Marx, among others, critically reflected on the economic category of value,
considering, too, its anthropological and political aspects. Marx was more or less critical of the category of
value , because he reduced it to the exchange value of products, which in his understanding was an expression
of a badly ordered society with a lack of respect to real work. It is interesting to notice ,that at the same time
in the 19th century the term “value” then became prominent in philosophy in general and is still prominent

3

there till today. In a certain sense it represents in modern philosophy the “agathon” (the good) of ancient
European philosophy, the Platonic idea of the good. In the ancient philosophical school of Stoa items, which
were according nature ,had value and items,which were not according but against nature ,had no value.

In the philosophy of the Stoa,when we are confronted with opposing possibilities , our nature is to prefer
for one side over the other; We are better alive than dead,better healthy than sick,better rich than poor. In

Stoic philosophy these preferences for certain values follow from the general purpose of all creatures to live

(1] For the following survey see among others: Art. Wert, in: Historisches Worterbuch der Philosophie, Vol. 12, Darmstadt 2004 ,556-
583.

(2] Cf. I Kant,Grundlegung zur Metaphysik der Sitten, in; Kant’s Gesammelte Schriften, ed. by Kéniglich Preuische Akademie der
Wissenschaften ( Akademie-Ausgabe) ,Vol. 4 ,Berlin 1903 ,434-436.

10



Core Values:A European Perspective

according nature. Then it is more valuable to live than to be dead,and more valuable to be healthy than to be
sick-which,in fact,is of no value. The conclusion from such a consideration is, that some items in life by
their very nature have a value and others have none.

But in the complexities of concrete life,it may be quite often the case that one can have value only by
giving away or taking an itemof no value. Therefore it is necessary for human beings to learn to evaluate and
make the right choices among the natural items. The educated human being then is like an experienced and
professional examiner,who chooses only valuable items,in which the value is integral to the item, and not
only awarded to it,because somebody judges it valuable. But the inexperienced person often does not know,
what is really of value. Therefore he or she needs an expert. From the choices of an educated and

experienced philosopher one can learn what is valuable and what is not.

2. According to Stoic philosophy, values were defined by their correspondence to nature, whether they
were part of the natural reality of things, activities and persons. The prominence and centrality of values in
modern 19th century philosophy and ethics originated in quite the opposite way:to preserve the realm of
ethics and morals apart from the dominance of natural science.

The attractiveness of the concept of value in 19th century philosophy was not only a result of Immanuel
Kant’s work , with its distinction of theoretical and practical philosophy,but a reaction to the rising dominance
of the natural sciences and their epistemological model of knowledge, with its focus on empirical and
materialistic reality. It also testifies to the rising self-confidence of the people,who in the area of social and
personal realities understood themselves more and more as the subjects and authors of their own histories,
nolonger willing to accept those realities as unchangeable ,be it by nature ,the divine or fate. Consequently,
humans conceived themselves as competent to decide what was valuable and generally to evaluate things and
persons and even themselves.

So in the 19th century the difference between natural science and the humanities became important , with
history being the central discipline within humanities. Humanities are about the human mind and what
human beings produce in art and technique, including politics and sometimes science. So,in morals, ethics
and politics, everything is about validity and enforcement,not,as in natural science,about facts and truth. In
this model a concept is valuable for us,not generally, given only in the acts of appreciation. Then values do
not have their origin in the world or in reality or in nature (like in Stoic philosophy) , but within human
beings , their emotions , their mind-sets and their practices. Value and real existence respective facts have to
be distinguished not only epistemologically but as well ontologically. In the realm of real existence we have to
deal with facts;in the realm of values we have to deal with validity and enforcement. By the 20th Century,

this distinction became prominent as Neo-Kantianism.

The discussion on values derived from this concentration on validity and enforcement; If values originate
in human subjectivity ,how can they have objective validity? If theyte contingent,how can they be objective
and atemporal? Are they valid only in certain limited historical times and context, or at all times, in all
contexts? And with respect to methodology,if values are subjective,is it proper to describe them empirically

on the basis of research, according to the empirical methods of social science,or to give up all attempts at
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their theoretical construction as prescriptive norms?

3. Friedrich Nietzsche’s famous formula of a “transvaluation of all values” represents the peak of the
subjective understanding of values: values grounded only in human subjectivity. In this formula Nietzsche
articulated his critique of all previous and present highest values, which were used to give an overall
interpretation of all life. With his critique of all previous values, Nietzsche wanted to show that they are
strictly the result of people’s own appreciations, be they individuals, groups or even whole societies, which are
grounded in the end in their will to power. Therefore values are conceived as the result of human inventions

or as the result of the process of reinterpreting and transvaluating traditional values.

The alternative to such an understanding of values is obvious: Values that direct the activities of human
beings and orient their mind-sets and practices are not invented, but discovered. That is, they will be
revealed to humans within the historical progress of a culture. If values can be discovered, then it is
presupposed that values are real and objective ,independent oftheir appreciation by human beings.

This last alternative was formulated paradigmatically in the first half of the 20th century by the German
philosophers Max Scheler (1874—1928) and Nicolai Hartmann (1882—1950) , who both represented a
concept of a material ethics of value.(3) According to Scheler, a value is real, regardless of what human
subjects appreciate to be valuable. Consequently values are not qualities resulting from their relations to
objects or humans Instead , they are material qualities,something in and ofthemselves. They exist independent
from the goods,in which values realise themselves. This implies, that values are given a priori. But then they
can not be known empirically.

So how can values be known? According to Scheler, values disclose themselves in a kind of specific
feeling of value,with its own evidence. Values are then ranked in a hierarchy, which can not be changed.
The hierarchy shows itself ( note:is grounded and justified) in the preferences of human beings. The
hierarchy of values cannot be deduced from rankings, but must be reconstructed in respect to human
preferences. For this reconstruction Scheler gave five criteria;1) a value has a higher rank the endurable it
is,2) the less divisible it is,3) the less grounded it is,4) the deeper its feeling satisfies,5) the less relative
its feeling is to those who have the feeling. Surely these criteria can be disputed,but they offer a hint to the
problem of core values,that we need criteria,if we want to identify core values among all the many possible
values of human beings.

Nicolai Hartmann also wanted to go beyond formalised Kantian ethics and relate ethically responsible
decisions and activities of human beings to the concrete fullness of life. The fullness of life is valuable and
life is full of values. It is the purpose of philosophical ethics to bring these values with their commitment to
clarity and to the awareness of human beings. But Hartmann understood values not as products of human
subjectivity , but rather as results of human intellectual discovery. For Hartmann,values are not identical with

human life. Human life is contingent, but values are given a priori and therefore are not part of the

(3] Cf. M. Scheler,Der Formalismus in der Ethik und die materiale Wertethik (1913—16) ,ed. by C. Bermens, Hamburg 2014 ; N.
Hartmann , Ethik (1926) ,Berlin 41962.
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contingency of life. Values have existence in and of themselves. They are part of an ethically ideal sphere of
life, close to the sphere of mathematics and logic. Therefore, for example, love or veracity are values
independent from the existence of people,who realise in their activities these values or not.L#) But in order
to become relevant for the actions and behaviour of human beings, the values have to transcend the ideal
sphere ,in which they are in themselves what they are,and enter into the vivid and contingent world of moral
actions. But then values are confronted with the traditional problem,that in their generality they have to be
adapted to concrete singular constellations of life, when they are realised or actualised and become relevant

for real life.

4. With the ethical realisation or actualisation of values a further problem is given:quite often not only
one value but various values want to be realised or actualised in a real life situationbut they all can not be
realised at the same time because of reality. So various values may coexist peacefully in the ideal sphere,
although in reality they get into conflict, into a conflict of values. An often used example for this is the
conflict between the value of veracity and the value of protecting the life of others, when I would hide
somebody in my house from his persecutors and I am asked,if I hide him. In this example the conflict
between values is not caused because they contradict each other, but because of the complexity of the
situation. Within the complexity of life conflicts between values are caused as well by proponents of single
values ,who want to suppress other values. If there is a definitely ordered hierarchy of values-as Nicolai
Hartmann was arguing for—then values can not be in conflict with each other within their ideal sphere.
Conflicts between values can then only result from their realisation within the complexity of life and within
that as well because of one-sided preferences for single values against others. Nicolai Hartmann called this a
“tyranny of values” :the attempt to suppress some values from the feeling and sense of values in favour of a
single value or a few values.(5)

Against such a tyranny and the implied conflicts Nicolai Hartmann has developed his model of a material
ethic of values with a fixed hierarchy of values given a priori. Because the alternative,to base values on a
“subjectivism of valuation,” as Hartmann called it, necessarily leads to conflicts and struggles about the final
perspectives on life, which then can not be solved rationally because of a lack of adequate arguments.
Therefore it becomes necessary to decide between the values in conflict and their respective perspectives on
life on the basis of a priori arguments and the real order of values. If values are subjective ,then,according to
Hartmann,a clash of values is almost necessarily the consequencein the public space. This is because
values ,which are related to the common life of a society, are inherent and need to be actualised and enforced

in public life.

5. The distinctions and alternativesthat we have developed so far and which have to be considered when

discussing values, have been questioned in philosophy by modern pragmatism. A book of the American

(4] Cf. N. Hartmann,Ethik,151
(5] Cf. Eberhard Jiingel Wertlose Wahrheit. Christlose Wahrheitserfahrung im Streit gegen die ‘ Tyrannei der Werte’ ,in:ibid, Wertlose
Wahrheit. Zur Identitit und Relevanz des christlichen Glaubens. Theologische Erérterungen Il ,>2003,90-109.
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pragmatist philosopher Hilary Putnam has the title “The Collapse of the Fact / Value Dichotomy” (2002).
In this book one essay has the title “Are Values Made or Discovered?”.L¢]) It is typical for the pragmatist
philosophy of Hilary Putnam, that he is not satisfied with traditional distinctions in philosophy. Like his
metaphysical model of internal realism,in which he tries to reconcile realism and anti-realism, Putnam argues
as well in moral philosophy for a model of “as well as” and not for an “either ... or”. Therefore in his
understanding , values are neither subjective nor objective. They are grounded in social interaction, which
creates a kind of social objectivity for those involved in the interaction. The same is the case with respect to
the ontological order of the world, which according Putnam is not given naturally in a simple way, but for
which the social ,lingual communities have a constitutive function. That values are constituted socially they
share with all ontological entities. If this is the case, then the strict distinction between facts and values
collapses. But for Putnam this is not a return to a subordination of the orientation of the social and personal
life under the facts found out by natural science. Because what we conceive to be a fact is not only the result
of a discovery,but also a result of virtues and language systems.

In short, pragmatist models like Putnam’s connect virtues and values again with a given reality,
discovered by science, but which is already formed by the virtues and values of a social community. One
consequence of this model is that we have to accept a plurality of value systems which are closely linked to
linguistic communities ( speech communities). For example, levels of education or economical perspectives
or religion are further parted into sub-cultural groups with specific arrangements of values or different
interpretations of joint values. One implication of such an understanding could be that conflicts between
values necessarily will lead to conflicts between groups. Such conflicts can then be decided with discussion
or violence. Yet they can also be decided with legally ordered processes of communication within and
between societies , with as much participation as possible of all people concerned. These can lead to binding
agreements without suppressing values. In that case, one of the central values, perhaps the cental value,

becomes compromise.

2. Core Values-A European Perspective

Since the French Revolution in 1789, freedom ( respective liberty ) , justice and solidarity are globally
considered to be the main ideas of modernity. From the programmatic slogan of the French Revolution,"

liberty , equality , fraternity ," corresponding values were derived. Thus the first answer to the question,which
values are core values from a European perspective,would point to the ideas of the French Revolution and

give liberty, justice and solidarity the rank of core values.

In Germany we can find these three core values in all relevant political parties. Asan example,we can
look at the Social Democratic Party of Germany,which in recent years has given a special emphasis on core

values. In 2007, the Social Democratic Party of Germany (SPD), one of the two major German political

(6] Cf. H. Putnam,The Collapse of the Fact / Value Dichotomy and other essays, Cambridge ( Mass. ) 2002 ;H. Putnam, Ethics without
Ontology , Cambridge ( Mass. )2004.
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parties , installed a permanent commission on core values in order to give more profile to the political program
of the party. With reference to the core claims of the French Revolution this commission of the SPD
declares, that in modern times the purpose of equal liberty has become the embodiment of justice,and that
since then liberty ,justice and solidarity are the core values of liberal-democratic socialism.(7) For the SPD
these core values are the ongoing criteria for the evaluation of political reality,the norm for a better order of
society and the orientation for all activities of Social Democrats.

Within the political discussions in Germany the SPD sees its role with regard tothese core values as
preserving their unity. The SPD blames the other German political parties for disturbing the harmony between
these three core values,because liberals and conservatives tend to promote freedom and weaken justice-or the
other way round. In the model of the SPD these three core values are inseparable. They carry the same
value,,are mutually dependent, and support each other and limit each other. Therefore, Social Democrats
avoid one-sided political concepts,when it comes to the practice of core values,like the reduction of freedom
to the freedom of the market,of justice to an authoritarian state of law,or of solidarity only to the care for the
poor.

The idea of a unity of core values already includes an answer to the question of why there are only three
core values. This question may be raised from a Chinese perspective,as in the twelve core socialist values
recently proposed: prosperity, democracy, civility, harmony, freedom, equality, justice, the rule of law,
patriotism, dedication , integrity and friendship). For the SPD,the limitation to three core values comes from
their origin in the significance of the French Revolution as the starting point of modern Europe,as well as
from the necessity to give a coherent understanding from the unity of the core values.

Therefore the commission on core values of the SPD defines the three core values of liberty (respective
freedom) ,justice and solidarity in a way to show their coherent unity. The SPD-8) defines liberty as the
possibility of every single citizen to live autonomous. This means, that every human being is called into
freedom and is competent to live autonomously. But whether he or she can actually live free depends on
society as well. Therefore society needs a certain order. Every human being has to be free from degrading
dependencies , from misery and fear. But he or she as well must be given the possibility to develop one’s
qualities and to participate in society and politics in responsible ways. So the commission on core values of
the SPD states that only those who are sufficiently safe in social respect are actually free.

The definition of justiceis based on the equal dignity of every human being. Justice is equal parts
libertyand equal opportunities in life, independent of birth or gender. Justice mainly is defined via
participation ; equal participation in education,work ,social security, culture and democracy,and equal access
to public goods. Therefore unequal distribution of income and assets is unjust, if it implies that some can

command others. And therefore justice requires to have more equality in the distribution of income, assets

(7] Cf. hitp://www. spd. de/spd_organisationen/ Grundwertekommission/themen/ ( 1st June 2015) ; “Seit das Ziel der gleichen Freiheit
in der Moderne zum Inbegriff der Gerechtigkeit wurde, waren und sind Freiheit, Gerechtigkeit und Solidaritit die Grundwerte des freiheitlichen,
demokratischen Sozialismus. Sie bleiben unser Kriterium fiir die Beurteilung der politischen Wirklichkeit, MaBstab fiir eine bessere Ordnung der
Gesellschaft, Orientierung fiir das Handeln der Sozialdemokratinnen und Sozialdemokraten. ”

[ 8] The following definitions are taken from the ( German) website of the SPD-commission on core values;cf. http://www. spd. de/spd

_organisationen/ Grundwertekommission/themen/ (1st June 2015).
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and power. But, the commission of the German Social Democratic Party makes explicitly clear that equal
opportunity in life is not the same as leveling everyone to the lowest common denominator. Rather,it means
creating space for the unfolding of individuality. This is part of justice ,because human beings are diverse and
should remain so. At the same time , natural dissimilarities and social diversity should never define the fate of
human beings.

The core value of solidarity,in the understanding of SPD mutual connectivity, means togetherness and
help. It is the readiness of people to help each other and stand up for one another,be it among strong and
weak people, generations or societies. Solidarity is lived out in spontaneous and individual help, but also
within a society with joint rules and organisations and in the form of a social state,as organised and politically
guaranteed solidarity.

In summary the SPD sees these three core values realised in the idea of Democratic Socialism with a

society of free and equal people.

The definitions of the core values given by the SPD are, first, an example of a European list of core
values ,and second , characteristic forms of argument in the discussion on core values,in general.()

The French Revolutionis already significant as the origin of the three core values. These core values are
given at a certain point in history and made plausible by historical experience. If history teaches us
something, then this is contextual and contingent. So, these three core values are plausible under certain
historical and contextual conditions. Nowadays these conditions have changed totally in Europe ,but the same
core values still apply. This could be interpreted as a hint that these three core values are not only contingent
and contextual ,but the result of deep insights into the human condition. Then the idea would be that at a
certain point in history something about the reality of values was revealed to the human mind, which from
then on was true and valid. That would very much support the concept of Nicolai Hartmann and Max Scheler
about the objectivity of values.

Of further significance is that a unity of the three core values is claimed with no hierarchies or
preferences or dominance. It is proposed, that disturbances in this unity create problematic political
alternatives. But why only three core values? Could there not be more? On the other hand, could there not be
just one core value which dominates the others? What is the argumentfor limiting the core valuesand
excluding a hierarchy? The limitation in numbers surely comes from the programmatic claim of the French
Revolution , which is not by chance ,but the result of a long history of discussion in political theory and a long
history of struggle for more liberties and participation of citizens within former aristocratic societies.

We can then further see,that these three core values need to be defined. They are obviously ambiguous

concepts. For each of these core values a variety of interpretations and definitions is possible and even

[ 9] For further reading (in English) on the SPD’s understanding of core values cf. ; Hamburg Programme. Principal guidelines of the
Social Democratic Party of Germany,adopted at the Federal Party Conference of the SPD in Hamburg on October 28,2007 ( see: http://www.
spd. de/linkableblob/5056/ data/hamburger_programm_englisch. pdf). For comparison see the party manifesto of the Christian Democratic Union
from the same year 2007 , which proposes as well the three core values liberty, justice and solidarity ,but gives much more emphasis than the SPD
on the significance of families;cf. Freedom and Security-Principles for Germany. Party Manifesto of the Christian Democratic Union of Germany

(CDU) ,agreed during the 21st Party Congress in Hanover 3rd<4th December 2007 ; ( see: http://www. kas. de/wf/en/33.13533).
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plausible. Obviously it is not enough,nor is it self-evident,to proclaim some general terms as core values of
a society. In order to become concrete in practice, the core values need not only to be named, but
interpreted ,as well. However,with a diversity of interpretations,we are facing the same problems as before ,
that the core values can not function as the central orientation of people in a society because their
interpretations become more real than the values in itself. Therefore the discussion will be about the true
interpretation of these core values,but there will be no argument to decide. It will be up to those in power to
decide about the implementation of these core values. Given that scenario, the practical procedure would

consider values to be subjective.

The needto interpretcore values relatesback to the alternative discussed in the first part of this paper:are
values subjective or objective? In fact,the answer now has to be ;are values are subjective and objective? In
a certain sense,the aforementioned three core values seem to have a permanent presence in the human mind
since they have been proposed once within the history of the ( European) human mind. Since then they
function as basic orientation for people in their personal life ,as well in their ideas of public life and political
order. So,to use a pragmatist perspective,the widespread inter-subjective agreement on these core values
witness their objectivity. Yet,because of the necessity to interpret them,they seem to be subjective. Their
meaning is not given in and of themselves. They are expressed in conceptual terms,in general concepts
which integrate many possible realisations and interpretations. The general conceptsevoke very diverse
resonances within people, which depend very much from their personal experiences within their cultural,
economical and political contexts. To limit such a plurality and diversity of interpretations by prescribing a
single accepted interpretation would in fact, confirm their subjective character of. In order to correspond to
the objective character of the core values,the process of interpretation has to be kept open and the discussion
between diverse interpretations has to go on. But then one further core value in a society becomes important ;
the value to come to joint decisions and activities in a society by means of clear rules and transparent
procedures , which all people agree on. And then the value which I have mentioned earlier becomes important

in a harmonious society : the value of compromise.

3. Core Values-in the tradition of Christianity

Quite often the core values of liberty, justice and solidarity are identified with the Christian heritage in
Europe. Outside of Europe sometimes Christianity is seen as a promoter of the Western core values stemming
from the French Revolution. Especially in Protestant Christianity, this historical narrative has been
supported , starting with Georg Friedrich Wilhelm Hegel , the well known German philosopher, who first had
studied Lutheran theology and who stated that Christianity , especially Protestant Christianity ,is the religion of
freedom. In a certain sense,in the following decades the theological discussion concentrated on the question
of whether Christianity can adapt to the core values promoted by the French Revolution. Unfortunately , with
this discussion traditional values of Christianity in Europe became less important, at least in the public

discussion on values.
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Often within modern European discourses, “ Europe” is seen as a counterpart to the  Christian
Occident” or “Christian West”.(10) Then “Europe” is seen above all as a secular concept of the political
and cultural shaping of the European continent, whereas the “Christian Occident” is the concept that the
politics and culture of the European continent should be shaped in the spirit of the Christian faith.
Occasionally, “ Europe ” and “ Christian Occident” are distinguished only chronologically: the term
“Occident” is then “reserved for the history of Europe before 1500” ,whereas “Europe” is said to designate
the relationship between the peoples and states of Europe from this point on.(!!) In this distinction , “ Europe”
denotes a modern phenomenon that should be understood in deliberate distinction from the “Occident” , but
also from non-European states and peoples. Accordingly ,talk of the “Occident” is also a product of modern
times.(12) “  Europe ’ is a humanist word. The name --- is a polemical alternative to the ° Christian
Occident’ -+ ‘ Europe’ stands for the modern, post-Christian humanism of human dignity, human rights,
tolerance , the secular state neutral to religion,just as the ‘ Occident’ stood for the Christian values of life,
love of neighbour, compassion and mercy. "(13) But Jiirgen Moltmann, a prominent German Protestant
theologian , is concerned to interpret humanistic Europe as “a historical form of the Christian future hope”(14)
and so to relate the modern Europe to the old Christian Occident. According to Jiirgen Moltmann the
European spirit is stamped by grappling with the divine mystery of hope: “Hope is happiness and torment,
and in good and bad the fate of this continent. From the spirit of this hope Europe will be born anew and find

its form for the world. ”(15)

Hope is a virtue,actually a theological virtue. A virtue is a permanent structure of a person’s emotions
and personality. Being a theological virtue hope is part of Christian’s personality and emotions as a result of
his or her faith in the triune God. So his or her personality and mind-set generally is characterised by
optimism with respect to the future and confidence that life both generally and personally is proceeding in a

good and safe direction.

Living in hopeis based on trust in the triune God. It sheds a new light on core values and influences
their formation. In fact,core values are rather abstract and complex intellectual criteria for the orientation of
people in life in general and in their decisions between good and bad. The discussion on core values in the
last decades concentrated very much on core values for a society as a whole. In this respect, liberty , justice

and solidarity are important core values of a society. Unfortunately, the old values of Christianity—love of

(10) Cf. H.-P. Grosshans,Making the Gospel Attractive. The German-language Protestant Churches and their Contribution to the Unity
and Freedom of Europe,in:Theology for Europe. Perspektives of Protestant Churches,ed. by M. Friedrich / H. J. Luibl / Chr. -R. Miiller,
Frankfurt 2006,280-290.

(11)  W. Schweitzer, Art. Europa,TRE,Vol. 10, Berlin 1982,528-537,528.

(12) The word is used for the first time in 1529 by Kaspar Hedio and designates the half of Europe which lies geographically to the west
from the perspective of Italy-in other words Europe without its eastern parts. Cf. J. Mehlhausen, Abendland ,RGG4,Vol. 1,Tiibingen 1998 ,91.

(13] J. Moltmann, Géttliches Geheimnis. Die Wiedergeburt Europas aus dem Geist der Hoffnung und der weite Raum der Zukunft,
Zeitzeichen 6, Berlin 7/2005,20-22 ,20f.

(14) J. Moltmann,Géttliches Geheimnis,21.

(15) J. Moltmann,Géttliches Geheimnis,22.
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neighbour, compassion and mercy—have at the same time not had the necessary attention in Europe or
elsewhere. . Often the relation of people in a society have become formalised and the cohesion in the society
suffered. In respect to these problems the Christian values of love of neighbour,compassion and mercy could

be helpful and attractive for modern societies.

In a full system of values,the concept of Charles Taylof''®) | who distinguishes wishes of first and second
order,has some plausibility. With wishes of second order we wish to have certain wishes of first order,
evaluating them in using binary language like “good or bad”, “higher and lower”, etc. Corresponding
judgements Taylor calls powerful evaluations that contrast with weak evaluations,in which we express only
preferences. Powerful evaluations refer to the question, what “kind of beings we ... want to be. ”(17)
Valuesused for such powerful evaluations are “articulations of our sense of what is worthy,or higher, or more
integrated , or more fulfilling,and so on”.(18) According to Taylor,such values are not only expressions of our
individual preferences and choices. A horizon of values already exists in the context of a given culture,
society and language. They have an objective reality transcending individuals. The question is,then,how do
we conceive the horizon of the values,with which we evaluate our wishes of first order? In Taylor’s model , this
horizon is given with the lingual community of a natural language (like Chinese or German). Often then
such a community formed by a joint language is identified with a given society and the dominating culture in
that society. Although one may have deep sympathy with such an understanding of language and culture ,we
still have to ask if there is not a more fundamental horizon in which we have to define our core values? Such
a more fundamental and wider horizon would be the idea of a human humanity.(1%J As one can learn in the
history of European cultures, it was quite often Christianity which upheld specific core values in order to
preserve a human humanity within the European people, opposing them with values that reflected only the
sense of a specific ethnicity, culture, lingual community orsocial class. That violated the idea of a human
humanity. The core values of love of neighbour, compassion and mercy are relevant for the concrete
community of human beings. They must be realised and actualised in every single encounter with other
human beings. They have a different direction than the modern European core values of liberty, justice and
solidarity ,which are directed to the general structures and orders of societies. The core values of old Europe,
formed in the spirit of Christianity, are directed to the concrete of people in society and beyond. In my
diagnosis many modern societies lack these old core values. Their people would be better off in following the

values of love of the neighbour,compassion and mercy.

(16] Cf. Ch. Taylor, What is human agency? Philosophical Papers 1 : Human Agency and Language,1985 ;idem, Sources of the Self. The
making of modern identity,1989.

(17)  Ch. Taylor, What is human agency,26.

(18] Ch. Taylor: What is human agency:38.

(19] Cf. H.-P. Grosshans; Paul’s Anthropology and Its Contribution to the Formation of Humanity in the Perspective of Reformation
Theology :in; The Quest for a Common Humanity. Human Dignity and Otherness in the Religious Traditions of the Mediterranean, ed. by K.

Berthelot and M. Morgenstern, Leiden/Boston 2011 :83-99.
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Abstract: The ideological promotion of universal values is dominated at present by Western
scholars. The responses of Chinese scholars can be categorized as a) ‘ conspiracy theory’ and b)
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and,in fact, perceive them to be promoted with covert intentions that deserve serious criticism and
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AR SRR RO, B N AR AC TTANE TEAT A B o Gl UM 17 9 T R A [R] Sk 3, AR AR 5
PR E B RICTIZ FERIX L FR AR AL . AT Ol B A E 2R AN A0S, Sk mT LA 3 A 1Y
A PERRE AR . BT LA, — L8R AT AR BEASEAR] A e TSk B A AL N AR JUBE A, B LA A
i SEAERAG B, KR R B A 25, TR ALETE B A LR B B (n ki) SE HE 2 [27)

TAE P B LZE PR T D9 J7 1T, 2R HR T S ] — A AR [R] P BR B JEAF I 2™ (age of consent) ,
NBA VLR B LA AP AR o 2 Ui 5 LB R AR MEAT N B SR I 52 E 3 IR — Fifis

(23)  Z=AR LI Yinhe, “ P& BT : 2 FHS JLHE” Yizhe gianyan:GUanyu kuer lilun [ A Preface by the Translator: On Cooler ] , % F
HIR « BTE Robin 253, 25413 LI Yinhe % i3, (% JLIH IS ) Kuer lilun [ Queer theory ] (JL I Beijing: SCAL 75 AR H Wikl Wenua yishu
chubanshe ,2003) ,1-3.

(24)  ZE4RI] LI Yinhe , ( ZE4R AT VE24.0545 ) LI Yinhe xingxue xinde [ LI Yinhe’s reflection on sexiology | , (1% Changchun ; i 325 H
it Shidai wenyi chuban she,2008) ,8.

(25) [A I Thid 263.

(26) [ I Ibid,262-263.

(27)  ZEARIT LI Yinhe, “ oo [ 2440 M 2 ) Zhongguo dangdai xing falu pipan[ A Critique on Chinese Contemporary Law of Sex ] , %
T2/ LI Gongming 1545 ,  Fp [ B {3 iF8E (2003 4E) ) Zhongguo zuijia jiangzuo [ Chinese Best Lectures | (37 Wuhan : T30 Hi gl At
Changjiang wenyi chubanshe,2004) ,87-88.
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O, e L EEAE AR s A AR AT (BSR4 28

wJa, KPR Aol 5 SR, PLRCRARGEE BL (BRI PE 7 By “ PEIR X" Bl Tih 37 ) , R N
A P DA NV i S MLAE R W, BT L, S AT RN I 2 B AR AR ) i DAk ORI
THA R AE AT, JE ik b & 5, — AL RN A B A O bR v A AUR) 300 i f ik
2t 0g v [ Y A R AU B A SR R GETEA ORI XA IRATCE
PATA MR R iR 2 AR R R = S 5 76D

W SE ZE AT B REUAEL, ] BEAS A A 23 B JCH nl ol , S50 B FRIE BN S, AR 2R IR AR A e 4
S |, AEL DA ST B St ) P AR /D o SR T I LR R BT CRfl R AR 1) AR Z 55
FRBIPG T SCALRE R, AN A A A el 32 SCRUHART A= 19 B bl 1 2 0045 REUREVRR A 4 B 6 e, L it e
B BT LARABAT S EA I A RCUE o HS S BAT TR S S8 2 QA P A 8 AR i 2 S BT
BORAANBEIESE , 11 HAR HOUL it ] AR 22 BE SRttt DR e — 2l

T4 2540 T B AR B AR

ZRMATRF LT EE

TG, FAT B I 2R [ PE AR CEAETE e xd ELH , EFRATAS A0 A ARRT F) AT 15 - It 9% P A s SR AR
FEA RN BPASC R AT D 0 a3 R 7 I P RIS H R A, LK P A AT 2 1A o
IR HBRPE R UEIA NS 7 B4, XA AT AR LTS P N 2, IR AN BE th 2Rk 2 4 ok, 1t FUE 4
XA B E B R E e . AR AR SR B2 0 RgiE 2 otie”  (HIX A
HURIRYE T AR (Descriptive ) 5 HLE Y (Normative ) P-4, J 45 R MY B X T A B MR
Mo flhnhtds A CRRPERCRE Z R, TS B — B 2 A R AR 16 D7 U ] DU AR, B — A
FITAT BB A5 T 2RI LR 17020 5 i DL, S X % R 3% 3l 1 43 28 28 B2 1Al R A R Y — 4> S
B, B SO BEEAT R IE AL B AT A, S S LA ) sl A o s

A MR R Z IS HAt e — DGR SE (IR 2R IR 2 o0 i) 508/ — Fh— ST AN 48 3
HIASE, BRENARIMEMBIEITH EXREH#H, BAENBRIAEE LN EHEZ S, XA
LT HIBRIBIR . ARG, AR5 RS B ASE et Je 2 0y , METE AT LA Hy e W A7 OC 28 ) O M
ARRARRT AN 7 AfEIE AT LD e AT R B AT 07 5 5 RIS 32 S0 S8 e B aE A8 b B 5 R el IR
Z o334 AR DL b i THZ A 2 IR SRR —E X, (H oR BETIE WY itk 4 S A AR AT RE RS Bl A TR 2
BRI, B — A0 SRR IR LT, AR T T L AN, F AR ik Se Rl A 2R ) S AR

(28) [k Ibid,89-91.

(29)  Z=AR LI Yinhe, (ZE4R 7] B 285 M 215 WS UWH S Hofth) LI Yinhe zixuanji: Xing , aiging , hunyin ji gita [ Ll Yinhe’s self selected
collections ; sex, love , marriage and others ] (AT Huhehaote : P52 K24 i fitt: Neimennggu University Press,2006) ,343-344.

(30) [l I Ihid,348.

(31)  Z=4RIT LI Yinhe, “ oo [ 2440 1 41 ) Zhongguo dangdai xing falu pipan[ A Critique on Chinese Contemporary Law of Sex ] , %k
T2 LI Gongming 1545 ,  Hp [ B {3 iF 85 (2003 4E) ) Zhongguo zuijia jiangzuo [ Chinese Best Lectures | (37 Wuhan : 7T 302 Hi gl At
Changjiang wenyi chubanshe,2004) ,105-107.

(32)  ZE4RVA] LI Yinhe, { ZR4R W84 ) LI YInhe shuo xing [ LI Yinhe’s discussion on sex ] (M/RiE Haerbin b 77 3C 2 H AL Beifang
wenyi chubanshe,2006) ,174.

(33) [A]k Ibid,174.

(34)  AATAT PRGBS ZA MR, 1 2 1 —F ] DL IR e A BB , ZSIERT L AR .
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£ AN EM R (seven criteria: C1-C7)
58, 2 IR PR CE AR — R A Be R 40, W R S8 A 5 (1% B fiPE (Internal Coherence ) ,
HZRG S HE R HA — e 56k O EAH R R A B Se B s ny . BIrLL, FRATSEHE s LU B4~
Cl. R REETaEE R
C2. EB5SHEREHA —EEMMMEER?
Cl FURVEROR, o HARP G W R G e & fiR . T C2 5 8B FRATTAEE U UL Ah— S
S FEAE B A (R T Cln vy BEEE AR, Y FRATT— LA [ 0 3 S A {BDUE p S, T AN — 2 B
R BT T IR (LA UERT) | i W B 5 5 3, X e D = — AR FE AN
HWK, AR —A- AR, b D M = AE RN R H— (R B 5 X DM O i
HAL; T BB 3 P B A 3K A T I A0 S 5 A TE PR R = AT AR A — A 1E A 04 T 00K 1R
P55 R ARSI, FRATTRT AAS H DR 0
C3. ZE[RMEMR R AR ThoXE A PR AT AL 2 A AR 5 IRATE Mg 58 (A3 O A 2 1) 2 /W)
HUg?
A, AT 2 — 24z 5 | A IE TR, v RN R 27
® L5518 (Deontology ) , HEFESE i TEAETC 14> (Categorical Imperative) F#EE:, 45 H 1 A= & —
S GFANT] 3 04 SR, I FLRAS AP AR 3k B H AR i T2 B0 PR B — A #0
WNAERE™ (intrinsic dignity) , {EAFFAT R
o TEMEAR I (Virtue Ethics) , ARG 0] LB W 2 95 7 A B 722 K L+ 218, oh B A6 5 55
VR T2 AR A (03, I8 I O SO N 26 20 5L AT TERE 1Y) R R D SN g 5
RS AE TS b B NTEAT &SR L, b B S AR TR S 8 PR G R0 SE4F A A= i 3 22
P, B LA A B AT R N2, FISEAF I 56 3R 138
o Th#) 3 X (Utilitarianism ) , ‘& $2 {8 BEAE 3 e K 220N S R AR (94T A2 AR 3, B 2 A 2 5
Weo TR 32 ORTBUR 32 St 23 BUR B9 2% B2 TR, PR B G 2 — N BUR B — M7 R
XPRE 23 BT 7 A ) AR R 25, I DR TR — AN BOR 5 AT RS2 A 0] 45 3 1A A9 IE i ( Moral
Justification ) (3%
R, FRATTSURT AAS DA 00
C4. EFRMUEMHBEEETREARET, RHBENEASESE LB THEEFAE?
C5. EXRGRAGEEFHARXR?
Co. EXREBRHIARAZHANERNRFE—RHLSHAE?
XRS5 RS E AN T A 3 SCAr XAk, iR B — A, IR C4-C6 TAE
—ig, Ram P . IR B A o PR 55 R TR 15 B E VR R W AL A 12 2% JE (prima facie

(35) ZFFE LUO Bingxiang, ( B 11 43 W « FeB 248 BUYN KGR ) Heibai fenming: Jidujiao lunli zongheng tan [ Clear Division between
Black and White: A Discussion on Chirsitan Ethics] ( #3518 ,1992) ,223-228.

(36) MRAKHE LIN Huowang, (/&3 2% ) Lunlixue [ Ethics ] ( & dt Taibei. 7.7 & 45 H A B A BR 2\ 7] Wunan tushu chuban gufen
youxian gongsi,2004) ,102-104.

(37) ARLJT YU Jiyuan 25, MM0 LI Hang 3%, (f8PE 2 5% L5 W BT 288 B2 ) Dexing zhi jing : Kongzi yu Yalishiduode de
lunlixue [ The Mirror of Morality ; The ethics of Confucius and Aristotle ] ( b 5% Beijing: A [ A F& K 2% H B4l Renmin University of China
Press,2009) ,2-3.

(38) fHAMER WU Xiongwu T4, ( P AEAE S8 E I E X ) Zhonghua chuantong daode de xiandai yiyi [ The modern significance of
Chinese traditional moralities] ( EEH] Kunming: g 2% H ikt YUnan University Press,2007) ,7.

(39) MRAHE LIN Huowang 2, { {&3H2#) Lunli xue [ Ethics] ( &4t Taibei; 755 & 45 H BUK G3 4 FR2Y 7] Wunan tushu chuban gufen
youxian gongsi,2004) ,75.
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moral considerations) , {H MR F WA — wiJE 58 2400 0, T AVE 8 B2 50 T i, 40 BT A ) 20 B
F IS BT —EAERARR % 18, MR P8, SXAERUBA 77 & (9 0] 8, oA R axX Fh 3G 0 Jy s B 4
ERAT AR E R, YR, S R T R i, B 20 — A4, SRR AZE ) 5 Philip
Wogaman 215 Y18 fE 1115 )7 116 (method of moral presumption ) LA | 24p] (40)

e, —ERENE S — R WL ME LU B0, P FRAT AT IR — e IR 2295 J5 /Y Tk
FEPIPLH VEFINT . BRI, FRATTAR AT L) 0] 2= [ PR i OB AR S J5 A 2 /BRI THE SO, 3o A iy i 37
SRS AT T HEAZ e 2 (R

C7. MMBHE RNt RN EATE?

F—H - FROOEBHEEETERE R

2= IR P B AR A AN D AP JE R T

o Wb AEVE RN A ) BEAS SR AL 25 AR TR 0 F2 9k BAEPE B[R] 8L, d A B 20O R AL 23 45
W, AN PR AR A SR 2, SR AR FERLO PR A FEAREE (40 28R 53038 s AT FH R IR
[HEREI RS AAR ORIER [, SR, 22 EC7E g CPE AR EE )2 — 3o, SOCR A T At s A 18
AR BTIE AR . ] W, 25 P S IR s ] b AR iEARS — o AR RA e 42
SRR TR , AT LA A HERTEE I SR 2 AT LLE i 4 25 i 208 RSO A By 52, 200
O 1515, LLE G B 5 20 (B SE R — & — ZEMS IR ) b R Mg ?

o BB I MR R BB TR Z oo, REITFRAT AN R A 16 T 2 A [RIMBON 18 J7 2 A KOkt
A NGESR A TR B PR, USR8 BT A AT R AR A 1 R 5 — T T, 2R TR
ERAX ARRF—Iit, B A BE EXTRRES, Wik “ R AR — N RIRE
RR, 2 AR S 0 AE A X i i — i T 2 704 ol e 1) 3 SCARAR 94 kg A B 1 1 B A —
— PSR AT RS i A R E VPR A NS IR R A T R A IRIRB L, T
EREBFETHATUEANSER N, ZARJF F L (Reductionism ) F 5 L4707 1L 7T 0L, 2= 1K
()P ) 22 TC AR S B R N P — DT R B , SN2 R H AP JE 7

o B = CUZE RIS AL S AT FHE M R SRR AR AL IS, Ay A A [5) Fsf g dth DR g A 8 P AR
ZABO)WE? H—YIEREBRBEZHEE 20, T K XA M A HERR AU B BN E]

(40) Philip Wogaman, Christian Moral Judgment ( Westminster Press,1989).

(41)  ZEERVA] LI Yinhe, { Z54R 84 ) LI YInhe shuo xing [ LI Yinhe’s discussion on sex ] (M4/RiE Haerbin: b7 SCZ HiiAL Beifang
wenyi chubanshe,2006) ,28.

(42)  ZE4RI] LI Yinhe, “ PEBREE” Xing yuwang [ Sexual desire | , % T-224R ] LI Yinhe , ( ZEEE [ M:270045) LI Yinhe xingyue xinde [ LI
Yinhe’s reflection on sexiology | , ({7 Changchun: Ff{83C 2 i Bkl Shidai wenyi chuban she,2008) ,153-157.

(43)  ZE4RA LI Yinhe, { Z4R W44 ) LI Yinhe shuo xing [ LI Yinhe’s discussion on sex ] (/K% Haerbin b 77 SCZ HiiiAL Beifang
wenyi chubanshe,2006) ,174.

(44)  ZEAR LI Yinhe , { Z24R 42405458 ) LI Yinhe xingxue xinde | LI Yinhe's reflection on sexiology | , (7 Changchun ; i’ 3C 5 H
Rt Shidai wenyi chuban she,2008) ,263.

(45) [A] I+ Ibid,8.

(46) ZERHC YRS “PEAY-LF 3 X Xing de gizhong yiyi[ Seven meanings of sex | —3C, 8 HPEFT BEAMLZEEZ L . — N T4
B N T RIS s = O T AR 0 O TSRS TN T AERE T S O TS MR ARG R b O T RIS 56
%o BFTZEMM LI Yinhe, (ZE4RAVE405458) LI Yinhe xingxue xinde [ LI Yinhe’s reflection on sexiology ] , (% Changchun: BH{ 30 25 1
Ji#t Shidai wenyi chuban she,2008) ,31-37.

(47)  22J3 X GUAN Qiwen, #t7 7z HONG Ziyun 4, { Z 58K T HPERAHTIR) Ai yu yu; Jidujiao xing shenxue chutan [ Love and
desire: A preliminary exploration on Christian theology of sex ] ( ¥ Xianggang : J£78 1} Bt JIdao chubanshe,2005) ,174.
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WB? BEULIERCIE M B, i AL SRR A SR, T2 18 18 76 P s bR e (A0 Hh
ket L48)

o BV MR BB IR EIE A KRR, AN AT REIERUAT Y8 . AR B 0 R EAF e F i ——
Fei—— M AP s, At Hh A S PR S AN — 2 RN S, T T e R AR AR R o PO T
A AT RIAT 2250, Hovh—Ffrn] U AE 1 SRS (1A, EL 55—l S0 AT LU P A s i —— 24
AT 5 P GESRPEIE LA A CIE PR IR 3521 B i S5 iz i, SRl fEp s — %
PERTE F IR R, T BR8P 3 900 M A R AR R Ry RS Z I, X PR LR S S Y
AT RE XA 2 A T, X S AR PR AR OB AR B 5 — P 7 DA g 22 HE A 254
Hh [ S 0 B BIRIE (AR BT 6) o 2R ERT | S E A, YRR IE 2 7 B S
AR R PR T, T PR RS P AT, LABCT AT P SR A P A v — s AT
PR —— N SR AE " POV SRS [T B0 1, R R ) B8 e U AR )RR Y
WL, AR AR P M — 5 SR AT DR, T B2 AT RIS B PR sl 5047 T 5L e o ) P8 521 A
O PEPRBRE S T LRI WE 7 TEIE AT, 25 G B AR S 2 PR A i I RIS TR 2 A
IRY S INRAT AT BB Pk B BRI AT , X T AR LEAR ST T BRI R 38 AR AN TRIE I8H B
JESRPEZ B s Sy, AN 2

o A IRLAE— s, FIA T [ 208 14 A i as sl il 2 o e A , 98 7 B T o LA S st s 490 1 T
WA R4 IR A VY 7 202 IR 88 AN A [] [a] 1 78 A9 N B ok ok e s o R 5 M (K i R A 3 ] I
) L

FHE - FROMEEREEENTESEEEANME(NEBERER) H#?

AP UE A — SRR A AR R = S IRATIA 8 i T AR, 2R —
TERSETT . A7 IR T 2 RO PR OEAR, FRA Tl A0 32 ANAR B LA U NS A S i
L EBEZENMGEA. SR, FEANBTREZSEE, IR RMBRHY AL, BEMETZE 7
WXL LR EEAMXRESHTAEEES. IRRTMABLEEXRERITHESHAEL
#EN MEFREENRERAEASHANBERER.

(48)  KJH3C GUAN Qiwen fE— R FNE MR, W IE AR FR A AAE H 4K 32 SO S0 v 29 0 S 1) Sk, A0 RE 76 A5 w5
F1 58] % 4% . Kai-man Kwan. “Can Christian Theology Provide a Foundation for Human Rights?” CGST Journal 43 ( July 2007 ) :205-228 ; Kai-
man Kwan, “ Human Rights without God ; Can Naturalism Provide the Foundation for Human Rights?” CGST Journal 47 ( July 2009) :157-180.
Also see the following Chinese books and articles; 3¢ i3 3C, { 42 AR i H——F AAL. [6] 1 28 6946 3 i J8 ) Shifei quzhi
tongxinglian de lunli fansi | Right and Wrong: An ethic reflection on human rights and homo sex | ( 34 7T hR, & # Xianggang: 5 i Xuandao,
2005; %33, ( L it S 5B M A ILRL) Shangdi, shisu shehui yu daode de jichu[ God, Secular society and Moral basis | ( & %
Xianggang : Ki#i Tiandao,2006 4F 4 H ) ; K8 3¢, (B HEH S A k84 4) Jidwiao lunli yu ziyou shisu shehui[ Chirsitan ethic and free
secular society | (i Xianggang; Kif Tiandao,2007 4E 3 H ) ; &3 3¢ GUAN Qiwen, “ AAAY LR 2 20 56 187 ——PEFE 547 4 27 (Alan
Dershowitz) ) A #Zi£” Renquan de jichu shi jingyan ma?
A Review on Dershowitz’s theory of human rights ], {4525 3C4k) Zhexue yu wenhua [ Philosophy and culture ] ,No. 422 (% =+
ANEHEEW, 2009 7 H),31-57 ;5403 3¢ GUAN Qiwen, “ AKUAY 554k FEB 20 B i AL BEAY W A5 Renquan de zhuanhua: JIdujiao ziyou
shequn de guandian| The Transformation of human rights; The opinion of Christian free community | , { % [E #1240 53 B2 W T ) Zhongguo shenxue
yanjiuyuan gikan[ The Journal of China Graduate Theological Seminary ]No. 51(2011 47 H ) ,153-182.

(49)  ZEERTA LI Yinhe , (ZE4R70 H 264 Mk 215 WS UWH S HoAth) LI Yinhe zixuanji : Xing , aiging , hunyin ji gita [ L1 Yinhe’s self selected
collections ; sex, love , marriage and others ] ( FEFIE 4T Huhehaote : P52 1 A2 i fidt Neimennggu University Press,2006) ,302-303.

(50)  Z=4R LI Yinhe 2, (P ELMER RS 5PE) Zhongguo nuxing de ganging yu xing [ Chinese women’s feeling and sex | ( Jb5T
Beijing: 4 H #1[# Jinri zhongguo,1998) ,101-102.

(51) FWFXHEE TIRZ I, ES L. BR. X" ——3 )8 3¢ GUAN Qiwen [ 35 : http : //kwankaiman. blogspot. hk ; 5¢ 3
3 GUAN Qiwen facebook % 1 ; http://www. facebook. com/challengepoliticallycorrect, %32 3% [i] 55 . & SODO facebook % W ; http://

www. facebook. com/rd. sodo.

Dui renquan,

Ping Dexiaoweiqi de renquan lun [ Is Experience the basis of human

rights?
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IEPEEL5E (Moral intuition ) S — A B B YLK J1 ANIE A BT AERERIBT . 2908, NI RES TR E
ETE B RIAFAE (B2 AR T R o8, R DI 818 i B TE RS A A7 IR, -t A 2
Y REAR R 2 1 B R A AR 5 e 2 A 8 22 1) B 5 T DUt o A AR SR S A0 1) JELABLAT 4 15 19

BEAh, B ERE RIS R ARME 2R A A T8 B (N R EERRLE ) , PR IS IE A AE
TEIX AR, H2E— N5 MR — KR AN 2R R R MR BE T — B AR Gr 9 AR, T Ak
IRANTERAT B AR, IR B AR NP UIRTRAT TARME R 2 sl B e T A A 47 D SR B DR Y
HFRATE R e B AT B AR A, 5 Xl A AT o T LU BT 052 i L, 58 A4 4 1 1 B K2
AMETEE L35 53

5 AR AR S 2 R RO i W E PRSI AN A . BT 4 Hh 2R FOA R AR AT
AR MELEAT o — R DL T AN S SOAR AT SR B XTGBT R, J g - MR G R e, 1
TEA LR " AR AT AN RS ™ i AP RA T, T FRATRO B S PR B LSk i s B A
for B S HE AR , A T AR EAOOT 15 RO R A P B BRI AL T R L — b SR RRYE e
AE H BB OL T 5 LE R A PEAT A AN 2 B 57

ARWEE , RIS 5 R 2 Bt 2 SO AT A OF i, i) 2 2 FG IR 26 PR A A 8055, i 3 10 1R
PSR LT (trivialization of rape) FI%3Z ((HJERY) M HEFLHE, LA RMELIEZ A, FIR A CIEE, Y
SRR VAT B WAERY L AT A — A A A58, e PEA B AN RERIR AL ™ A 5
UFBEA B 2R B AT DR AR R A o 32 AEAR T o, VAR ORI 1R St Un 98 T FBemi -
TR T i 2 1 5, At R A e 4R T — R, AR RT (A R B AT R KRR, A SR T iR
IR T EAT L TR B B B, R R AR, R PO PR AR ST AN PR R
AR AR ZE B AR P

HETFE FATRIB A VRS B TS IR B RS R A TEE T X Uik, T R T
W EFEE , T8 7825 IO AE ZORERE ARG 7 FATHLZE ) . A 4 UE W PEAL L — VAR 3 20 7™ 1
HCE B, TN RETR & Hh R A A SR 1 L HZ DKM S B S AR " W7 R R 4 IR 2 1Y
SEUE T AT O RR , FES o B BBk — AL E TR AR A0Sk B B A S i R AR A S
%o AEP AU A, ATRE— RS 2R BN R R B B R AP AR R AR —
TR H AT REE 2 AR E Ll ok, AN Al IR, 55 Bt e 65 3 (Eloam 2 ) TR e
—ERIE? AN, ST R R ZE L L2 R 2R TR O (B, 49 4 > ] 27 g o™ ml ™ Sk gt
Hr (EAEAR) " P Z A R, 2T R 2R T I BGRITIE? FRE A sEE.
P, LRSI BEA S R AL TN By, SRt Egolm Ty 3, U £,

(2] 4R350 GUAN Qiwen, 2 HONG Ziyun 4, 1 501« BB Vi th 308 GE G 4555 61 131) Chongaun shensing : Xing
Jiefang hongliu zhong jidutu de jianchi yu huiying| Rediscover the True Sex:The Persistence and reaction of Christians in the Flood Stream of Sex
Liberation | ( F# Xianggang : 224 45 % A 32 Hi ittt Xuesheng fuyin tuangi chubanshe,2003) ,70.

(53) 2 Russ Shafer-Landau, Moral Realism: A Defence ( Oxford;Clarendon Press,2003) ; Michael Huemer, Ethical Intuitionism ( New
York : Palgrave Macmillan,2005)

(54)  Z=4RI LI Yinhe, “ fp [ 24400 AL ) Zhongguo dangdai xing falu pipan[ A Critique on Chinese Contemporary Law of Sex ] , %,
FZ=/N W] LI Gongming ¥4 , ( " E HefEJFEE (2003 4F) ) Zhongguo zuijia jiangzuo | Chinese Best Lectures | ( #7X Wuhan : T3 25 H 94
Changjiang wenyi chubanshe,2004) ,87.

(55) [AlL> Ihid,105-107.

(56) [A] L Ihid,93.

(57)  ZEARI LI Yinhe 3P Anl AN BB A SEIE RS G2 B, X s ef K 5 )L 2 R AR VAT SR AN 53 A SR SR e W 25 405 5 B A
PP AR ) 43 55 A1, G 2ROt i S LB R S SR I A 13 5, A3 S LB R S A DG R IE AT R, e A5G T AEAEAT o]
70T BRAS R 24 A ATART S A ARSI G S B BT AR " 208 | Thid ,93.
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TEREATT BRI P2t AR R [, 91— R Bl A A B IR AL ) 4% -, sl A R O Ml 4
W R o FE R 13 DA G, 2 F L EE R AN R R Im V2 5 0 s JF Je
U R R RS R O AR AR PR RE A e 8 VR 2 TER Y MR AU L B
ERSENAARR OB FE R I Z F LA AR R, TR NS AN Z AR A
SR Z VAL L, KT FTRE 2B B M T DA 4 | Tl LA B g A (DU, BELAS L
JRARRE B AR A BME o 5 0 A B 405 SR, il 2 B A5 AW 22 M2 1l Z AR AL & i . b
IR 2 H U AAUAR , 2 PRI 2K, 38 22 BN e, TN F 2 RS AR R AA, 3E 38 A 2
ANEEMEI N . A A AL ZERHER” FITCRE N 1 o K 1 BRI FETE TR BE RME | A TR
L R CEAEERA

RIS 5 R RV S AR R B il I AR e S SR RO IRER B A W T, IR
FINIK I AT, ABEE F 5T AIRRGE , A AR B A AN S 7090 85 VS P A T2 3 17 Ok 5 2R T 43 9
s e T A S T R AR BT R — P R AR AT 1Y A Ty S0 SR A2 Ak
LA IR Qe . FeE AR A], A SO 2, SO BRI, L A B3 T 12 0 S5 T % P
=277 ERAFFIEN, MRS L R M BAT A B R )7 HA? R —A4>52 73 Candy
W — AR A A A o B, RV Sl B8 B 10, (R - FRANECFRADURT I AC , % i £ 27 2] 1
A LAY ARG 25 1 %R e FRAGEAHE AT HUGA T RUR , O A TR A BE IR AN X T 2R, B AR
SRR LA AT g VO B AR R AR S, B A R R, e A R O R
Szl T XL MR — A5, A0 AN B L M A A B S ™ 1 002 S W 5 R T i )
T HIL REMERALZ TN SR F R (B R R 59, 3 — AR JB AT ) B
#I7

X AR OIR” HEAS b R PG — Bl BOR B A Tk T 5552, AR S A B PE AR R E
AKRE P Z . SRS G Lo AN T X B, 5B LR TTBA Xt etk B 25 @iy
AT MBI I 00 , 26 IR 315 28 SN R 2t DR/ A0 AEDOE b A 1, T P A ARG 2 ) i e, R el %2
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English Title .
An Evaluation of Lin Yinhe’s Sexual Ethics

Kai-man KWAN Professor and Director, Department of Religion and Philosophy, Hong Kong Baptist University , 224
Waterloo Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong. Tel:(852) 34117291 ,Fax.(852) 34117379. E-mail : kmKWAN@ hkbu. edu. hk
Yui-Ho LAM  Researcher, Address same to above.

Abstract : During the recent decades,the traditional sexual ethics and marriage in China have been
thoroughly challenged as the result of sexual revolution which is happening in various parts of the
Chinese society. The ideology of sexual liberation is also rapidly spreading among the people. Many
Chinese intellectuals, especially Lin Yinhe,are actively promoting sexual liberation. In this essay,I
will first outline Lin Yinhe’s ideology of sexual liberation. Then I will propose seven criteria which
can be used to evaluate different systems of sexual ethics. 1 will apply these criteria to evaluate
whether Lin Yinhe’s ideology of sexual liberation is reasonable.

Key words: sexual revolution, ideology of sexual liberation, Lin Yinhe, contemporary Chinese
society , ethical criteria
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English Title .
Migrant Workers’ Church in the Process of Contemporary China’s Urbanization . Case
Study of “Mount of Olive Church” in City A

YUAN Hao : Postdoctoral Fellow, Christian Studies Center of the Chinese University of Hong Kong. Email ; yuanzhuangzhuang
@ gmail. com

Abstract; This is an empirical study of a migrant workers’ church in the context of China’s
urbanization. The researcher adopts the case study as the primary research method. Based on in-
depth interviews and participant observation at the " Mount of Olives Church" in City A, the study
explores the relationship between urbanization and migrant worker churches by describing the rise,
growth and transformation of this congregation. Previous research on migrant worker churches has
mostly been conducted via an anthropological approach, taking individual Christians as the unit of
analysis,to explain the meaning of faith to migrant worker Christians. While this study still focuses
on migrant worker Christians, it approaches them from a sociological perspective, taking church
organization as the unit of analysis. The study finds a bilateral interaction between urbanization and
church transformation ; on the one hand, urbanization leads to the rise of migrant worker churches
and shapes the churches in terms of resources,institutionalization and culture; on the other,church
leaders have actively pushed for reforms and adapted churches to urban life.

Keywords ; Urbanization , Migrant Workers’ Church, Church Transformation
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HE AR SAEAD) RS SE A IR (I RTE ) o A\ 2004 ARJFIRRESE X205, HATE AR 04

CEEVY 22 ) A HER S AL, it , 2006 4R

(1) W% Feng Xiang, “ SR — D ZIGTFH)IC S —&F U JEHRICHE” Guoran * yige shou gongjian de jihao’
jizhe wen” [ Understandingly “A Sign Which Shall Be Spoken against” A Response to the Journalist from Hongkong Weekly ] , ({5 5 5:)
Xin yu wang [ Faith and Oblivion]. (4t 5T Beijing: 4= 3% 321 A =B 455 Shenghuo, dushu, xinzhi sanlian shudian [ SDX Joint Publishing
Company ] 2012),174-179. 5k3ik [} Zhang Damin, “ 225 % 5% R4 ” Wenxue qixiang yu xueshu jiaxiang [ Literariness or Pedantry],
http : // christiantimes. org. hk/Common/Reader/News/ShowNews. jsp? Nid.2010-11-25.
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Jingji guancha bao [ The Economic Observer ] ,2004-9-27.

(3) V5% Feng Xiang, “ 4R —NZIUGTFH)IC S’ B MRICHE” Guoran ‘yige shou gongjian de jihao’
jizhe wen” [ Understandingly “A Sign Which Shall Be Spoken against” A Response to the Journalist from Hongkong Weekly ] , ({5 5 5:)
Xin yu wang [ Faith and Oblivion]. (dt5{ Beijing: 4= 1% #21 #r0 =BE 435 Shenghuo, dushu, xinzhi sanlian shudian [ SDX Joint Publishing
Company ]2012) ,174-179.

(4) H% Feng Xiang, ( B Hic: 1% U8 5 1% 13 (B 1T M) ) Chuangshiji; chuanshuo yu yizhu ( xiudingban) | Genesis: Legends and
Notes ], (Jb 5L Beijing: 4= 1% 5245 B =&+ Shenghuo, dushu, xinzhi sanlian shudian [ SDX Joint Publishing Company ] ,2012) ,3.

(5] [AlL Ibid. ,pd.
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English Title .
A Comparative Study of the Chinese Union Version and Feng Xiang’s Version of
Bible——Based on the Text of Genesis

Mimi Lemei MA Ph. D. , Associate Professor,School of Foreign Languages , Shaanxi University ,Xi’ an 710062 , China. E —
mail ; mimi. ma@ 126. com [ Professor Ma passed away in 2014 ,the Committee of this journal expresses our deepest condolences

to her family and wishes her spirit eternal peace. |

Abstract : The Chinese Bible translated by Feng Xiang, makes a sharp contrast in many aspects to
the traditional Chinese Union Version. The language of Feng’s version is literary, poetic natural that
of the CUV is plain,sacred,and archaic. version of notes of emendation and paraphrase , from which
the CUV refrained possible. Feng translates the names of people and places semantically while the
CUV phonetically. creates totally different names to associate meaning with the message expressed
in the text. Feng’s version adopt many Chinese idiomatic and colloquial expressions which shift the
cultural and historical background of the Bible, whereas the CUV stays close to the original text.
From the perspective of translat, Feng’s version is neither in its target readers of believers and Bible
scholars or the TL oriented translati of the text and the SL oriented treatment of the notes nor is it
consistent in its semantic translat of the names of places .

Key terms: Feng Xiang’s version of Bible, the Chinese Union Version of Bible (the CUV),
literariness , notes , the translation of the names of people and places, adaptation
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Reason Serving Faith: the Passion and Resurrection of Jesus
to Paul

from Aquinas back

PU Rongjian, Center for Judaism and Cross/Religious Study, Shandong University, Jinan City, Shandong Province, China.
Email ; purongjian_wuhu@ 163. com

Abstract ; In Christianity the resurrection of Jesus after his Passion is considered a historical fact and
miracle. Aquinas of the medieval church argues the miracle relating to form, matter and the
individuation of soul, etc. The Apostle Paul is a witness of the resurrected Jesus and he also for
resurrection. Both Aquinas and Paul serve faith with reason and they offer us a lively comparison.
We can find that reason was changing faith in medieval times.
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English Title .
The Similarities and Distinctions between Folk Religions and Christianity inLight of a
SurveyShantou the Beginning of 2013

DUAN Qi, Female ,born in 1944 in Shanghai, Professor of Institute of World Religions of CASS. Main works are as follows:
Struggling Process Indigenization of Chinese Christianity , American Evolution Theory of Religions American Religions in
the Light of Chinese, Western Society and Church, The Choices of Vatican in the Disordered World 1922—1945, Study of

Christianity ( main author) , The Treasure of Biblical Knowledge, and tens of academic articles. Address: Institute of World

Religions, China Academy of Social Sciences, Jianguomen nei Street No. 5, 100732, Beijing, China. Email: duanqil944 @
163. com.

Abstract ; the beginning of 2013 ,1 a survey the religi Shantou city, from which 1 acquired a basic
knowledge about folk religions and Christianity. In the present article,l study the following issues :
the general situation of the two kinds of religions,their characteristics, their influence the society of
Chaoshan and inhabitants , the interaction between the two kinds of religions,and a contrast between
the similarities and distinctions. The conclusion is that although they are different in many aspects
such as the object of and forms of faith ,they have been influenced strongly by local culture ;believers
are very pious ;they are quite inclusive of other religions;and the of different religions in Chaoshan
area live together harmoniously.

Key terms: Shantou;Religious Structure ; Folk Religions ; Christianity
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Exploring Possibilities of StrengtheningChristian Spirituality

inContemporary China

HE Zeyin

(Dept. of Humanities and Information Management , Chengdu Medical College ,Chengdu City,Sichuan Province ,China)

Author : Spirituality is an indispensable part of Christianity. Religious practices are extremely crucial to any religion. This
paper aims at exploring some possibilities of strengthening Christian pirituality in contemporary China. It hopes to clarify the
general relationship between Christianity and Chinese culture. The first issue is how to strengthen the, to further the development
of a true Christian faith. Another issue deals with clarifying the relationship between Chinese culture and Christian theology.
Perhaps by studying the spirituality of Chinese Christians within historical and cultural dimensions, the indigenization of the
Christian faith may become more effective.

The paper includes four parts. First, it is a re-reading of the historical development of Christian theology and spiritual
practices in China, from its introduction by missionaries in the 7th century to the present. The implications of the different
periods will be analyzed. Second,it is a discussion of the importance of spiritual practices and the understanding of spirituality
among Chinese Christians in the contemporary context. Third,it will examine a model of Christian spiritual life in the person of
Henri Nouwen,who can be a source of hope and inspiration to Chinese Christians in contemporary China. Finally, it will offer
some summaries , implications for how to strengthen the level of indigenization of the Christian faith. Certain suggestions will be

presented in light of the analysis done.
Key words: Christian theology and spiritual practices,contemporary context of China,Henri Nouwen , suggestions

Author : HE Zeyin,Ph. D. visiting scholar of TASACT (2006 ) , Member of Council of the Chinese Association of Religion, and
associate professor of Chengdu Medical College. Address:Dept. of Humanities and Information Management, Chengdu Medical
College, Chengdu City, Sichuan Province, Mainland China. Postcode: 610083. Tel. 18208183599, 18628176965. Email.
hezeyin86@ 163. com,946983232@ qq. com.

Introduction

As a scholar of Mainland China,l would like to pay more attention to the academic issues of my country
in relation toChristian Spirituality. The first issue is how to strengthen the,so that a true Christian faith may
be developed. Another issue deals with clarifying the relationship between Chinese culture and Christian
theology. Perhaps by studying the spirituality of Chinese Christians within historical and cultural dimensions,

indigenization of Christian faith become more effective.
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This paper aims at exploring some possibilities for strengtheningChristian pirituality in contemporary
China. It hopes to clarify the general relationship between Christianity and Chinese culture. In particular, it
will explore some feasible ways toward indigenization of Christian pirituality , thereby responding to the heated
discussions and efforts being undertaken in constructing Chinese Christian theology.

Spirituality is an indispensable part of Christianity. Religious practices arecrucial to any religion.
practices , religion will simply fall to the level of pure scholarly discussion or the preservation of religious
traditions. As for Christianity, it will become a purely scholarly discussion or a defensive effort to protect
dogmatic truths and maintain imperialist ideals that were passed on by Christian missionaries during the
introduction of the Christian faith to colonized countries.

Likewise , clear goal are necessary. If these are vague,there will be difficulty not just the secular aspect
of faith,but also its transcendental element,which is. Christians may be led away from what is truly essential
in their life of faith. To obscure this aspect of the spiritual life may eventually compromise the development,
as it may fade away due to secularization.

There are four main parts in this paper. First,it is a re-reading of the historical development of Christian
theology and spiritual practices in China, from its introduction by missionaries in the 7" century to the
present. mplications of the different periods will be analyzed. Second, it will discuss the importance of
spiritual practices and the understanding of spirituality among Chinese Christians in contemporary China.
Third, it will examine a model of Christian spiritual life in the person of Henri Nouwen,(!J) who can be a
source of hope and inspiration to contemporary Chinese. Finally, it will try to offer some summaries,
conclusions, and implications on how to strengthen the. Certain suggestions will be presented in light of the

analysis done.

Part One:Re-Reading the Historical Development of Christian Spirituality in Mainland China
This part willtrace the history of Christian spiritual practice from the time was China clarify relationship

between Christianity and Chinese culture.

A. Brief History of the Introduction of the Christian Faith in Mainland China (635—1949)

The status of Chinese spirituality has assumed various formssince Christianity was first brought to China.
W the characteristics of the faithand forms of spiritual practice give a brief description of Chinese Christianity
as a whole during thperiod 635—1949 A. D. in Chinese history.

During these periods of Christianity, different forms of the Christian faith existed in China. These was
the Nestorian Christianity of the Tang Dynasty , ArekhawiunChristianity of the Yuan Dynasty, Catholicism and
its Ritual Disputes (%L{¥Z4*+) between the Ming and Qing Dynasties, Foreign-Christianity ( VE#{) , the
Anti-Christianity Movement ( 3F %53z 3f)) , Indigenization ( A 8,4k ), and Three-Self-Movement ( = H iz
).

Nestorian Christianity of the Tang Dynasty (635—845) Nestorian Christianity adhered to doctrines of

(1) Nouwen is a western spiritual writer, well respected by many for his deep Christian faith and testimony to the love of God and

neighbor. Details will be introduced in the following paper.
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God’s presence at all times in human history. It also introduced the doctrines of the Trinity, Creation, Jesus’
birth and his works,the necessity of following of Jesus’ teachings,and the formation of the Church. It seems
that these are more authentic doctrines of Christianity. Thus,it may be deduced that the spiritual contents of
that time were more faithful to the Christian tradition of the West. In terms of the forms used, it is possible
that the words which expressed the doctrines may be compared to typical Daoism. In other words,the form
used shows a rich element of Chinese culture.

The Arekhawiun Christianity of the Yuan Dynasty ( 1289—1368) was a continuation of Nestorian
Christianity ; spiritual practices had the same character as the earlier Nestorians.

Catholicism and the Rites Controversies in the Ming and QingDynastiesDuring this period, there were
two types of spiritual practice. One is Christian spiritual content with the spiritual form of Chinese culture,
and the other is a totally Christian spiritual content with Christian spiritual form. Matteo Ricci (1552—
1610) is a representative of the former and Nicolas Longobardi (1559—1654) of the latter. But the latter in
the prohibition of Christianity in China, for Longobardi refused to accept any element of Chinese culture in
Christian ritual.

Ocean (Foreign) Christianity (1840—1939) and the Anti-Christianization Movement (1922—1927)
“Ocean” Christianity got its name because it was introduced from the other side of the Ocean. It came into
existence after the elimination of the Qing Dynastyby the forces of the invaders. The Anti-Christianization
Movement showed the resistance of the oppressed Chinese people. The missionaries, however, followed the
model of nearly pure Christian spiritual content during this period.

It may be argued that as a religion, the ascendancy of Christianitypoint to the Kingdom of God ruling
over the heavenly (or spiritual ) , rather than the earthly ,world. (2] Thus,the magisterium of Christianity and
the political regime of a nation should point to different goals or dimensions of life,and they should not be
entangled in a power struggle with each other. Thus,the Church should not be concerned with the profane,
but with the spiritual life of people. Otherwise it will result in crusades, jihads,or other invasions to introduce
the Christian faith. At least, we can argue that the propagation of the gospel should fit the respective
inclinations or diversity of sinners. As for a nation, it should not give up its dominion over society since it is
its duty to serve the common good.

Indigenization and the Three-Self Movement ( about 1912—1949 ) Chinese Christians initiated the
indigenization movement ,the goal being to sever the bondage of Chinese Christians from the church of foreign
(imperialist) countries. The Three-Self Movement was initiated both by Chinese Christians and some foreign
missionaries. Compared with the previous periods, the spiritual form tends toward indigenization while the

content is still the Christian faith.

B. General Analysis of the Relationship between Christianity and Chinese Culture
Based on the historical facts above,if we consider the matter from the perspective of culture , there will

be three kinds of relationships between Chinese culture and Christianity, which are Christianization,

(2] “Far above all principality, and power,and might,and dominion,and every name that is named , not only in this world, but also in that

which is to come. ” (Eph 1:21)
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Indigenization (4~ +1k) ,and No-Christianization.

Firstly , Christianization. This assumes that Christianity must hold the dominant role among all other
cultures,and any other culture or religion must completely adapt to it. In the context of this paper,it mainly
implies that China’s Confucian culture must be entirely suitable to Christianity. Typical evidence can be seen
by exploring Nicolas Longobardi’s position and the period of Ocean Christianity. Thus, there arose an
irreconcilable contradiction between being a Chinese and being a Christian.

Secondly , Indigenization (A< + 4k ). Indigenization, acculturation , inculturation, and enculturation are
all related terms for evangelization which aims to speak to a particular culture. Here we will use one word,
indigenization,to denote them all.[3]) Indigenization means that one religion should adapt to some local
religion or culture when it is introduced into that culture. The indigenization of Chinese Christianity indicates
that Christianity should adapt to existing Chinese culture, religion, or customs in its introduction. Thus,
indigenization is considered vital to the progress of Christianity in China.

There areconditions with varying degrees of change after adaptation. At this point, a new question
arises ,namely , is it a new religion after Christianity’s adaptation or is it a new form of Christianity with some
new appearances, but without changing the essence of Christianity at all? Or is it a new form of Christianity
with some non-essential changes to its beliefs only? Where can we draw the line or set the boundary for
Christianity? In other words, what criteria should be used to judge whether one religion is Christianity or not?
We will argue that there should be a minimum criterion such as the object of faith ; God,and all other factors
necessary to live a Christian life, namely, believing in God, and the spiritual practices corresponding to
Christian doctrines. While accepting the diversity of cultural appearances of temple, vestments , customs , and
languages, and all the diverse things or behaviors relating to human beings, one should always be guided by
Christian principles.

For example, if a Chinese prays to God, perhaps he/she will say, “Jesus, 3 it fir 7 fI 4 X 4 35 ]
( Why my fate is so bad?) Save me,please!” This prayer uses a sentence conveying a Daoist concept of bad
fate ,which is expressed unconsciously by a person who is suffering. Will Jesus reply, “No,I cannot give you
my salvation , for you expressed your plea with non-Christian words” ? Of course not , for Jesus loves everyone
despite his/her cultural differences, because all are loved and accepted by God even though one knows
nothing about God.

Thirdly,, when we refer toNo-Christianization, this would indicate the absolute rejection or refusal of
Christianity in the context of other cultures or religions as, for example , during the period of the prohibition of

Christianity after the Rites Controversies.

Part Two; The Importance of Spiritual Practices and the Understanding of Spirituality among
Chinese Christians Today
The role of spirituality is to achieve the Christian goal of living with God.(#) The object of Christian

(3) Why do I choose to use Bentuhua (78 +4k) instead of Bensehua (AX{ffk) to express Indigenization? Bense (ZX{f,) in Chinese
implies a turning back to the original appearance. And Bensehua when applied to of Christianity,has the implication of “Christianization” .
(4] The corresponding expression in the Bible is to live in the kingdom of God. “And they shall come from the east,and from the west,

and from the north,and from the south,and shall sit down in the kingdom of God. ” (Luke 13:29).
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faith is God (including Jesus and the Holy Spirit) and its religious goal is live one’s life with God. Engaging
in some spiritual practices is one way to achieve this goal. But how can Christians reach the sacred goal via
spiritual practice? One should endeavor to fulfill it in this life by attaining some spiritual experience of living
with God. Thus,spirituality has a double role,one of which is to fulfill the goal of living with God. {37 The
other is to cultivate a spiritual life through works of Christian charity or love for others. Spiritual means may
involve worshipping, singing hymns, reading the Bible, praying, meditating, loving our neighbors,
communicating with God ,etc. (¢

Christian practice,on the other hand, consists of all those actions or deeds which pertain to the Christian
faith. Christian form is superficial but the content is indwelling, whereas for Christian spirituality, the
criterion of content is more important than that of form. For example,a spiritual practice connected to death
constitutes the important part of the spiritual content. In particular, Jesus’ death implies redemption and
sanctification of people who are loved and made holy by God. Therefore,for an ordinary person,perhaps the
implication of one’s death is to fulfill the spiritual goal of living with God completely and to get rid of the
dread of death and live out the teachings of Jesus. This section of the paper will probe into the status quo of

contemporary Chinese Christian spirituality and analyze it from the perspective of Christians.

A. Brief Exploration of theStatfus Quo in Chinese Christian Spirituality

Through studying,we can find that there exist four characteristics of Chinese Christian Spirituality.

First, spiritual practice is designed to establish a relationship with God. It begins when a person is
baptized and becomes a member of the Church,when one can recognize his/her personal faith in Jesus even
without receiving baptism or becoming a member of the Church. Thus,there are two kinds of spiritualaffinity.
The former is organizational spiritual practice and the latter is non-organizational.

Second , mainstream spiritual practice shows a trend toward secularization. It indicates that most spiritual
practices are grounded on the goals of health , career, money , family ,etc.(7) Contrasted with those who pursue

living with God or living in the Kingdom of God,these people often have a low level of educationt 8) and most

(5] This paper will argue the task of fulfilling the goal from this life. Although I am interested in the other life, I have not found the
materials on it. In addition, the paper will not discuss the issue of resurrection, though the goal of living with God after life may only be realized
after resurrection.

(6] The spiritual thoughts introduced here are deduced from an analysis of a book , Gain or Loss of Pursuing a Spiritual Life : Review of the
Merit and Crisis of Four Traditions of Christian Spiritual Practice [ (B3R )& R 15 5% PF 3B RG22 WU R AL S S 5 fEHL)
Zhuiqiu shuling de de yu shi - Ping jidujiao lingxiuxue si da chuantong de youdian yu weiji] ,by Milton Wan JE i # [ WEN Weiyao]. The

structure of contents on contemporary Christian spirituality in the Mainland and on Nouwen’s spirituality is consistent with that of the book. See,
http : //www. livingwaterdu. com/reader/b_zhuigiushulingdeyushi/chapterQ1. html ~ chapter16. html.

(7) HE Fangyao {a] /7 #i argues that the faith of the Han nationality takes on an appearance of utility. See,He Fangyao, “ My opinions on
the characteristics of Chinese religious activities” H [E S22 3045 25 2 F8 WL , Lingnan Culture and History | (W& F§ 3C 5 ) Lingnan wenshi ] ,no.
2 (1997).

(8] On this point, Liang Ming %20 says,“we can forecast that the number of village churches and country Christians be more than that
of city,if we compute based on the actual evidenced. ” See Liang Ming, “Problems and new challenges : discussing how to pastor Christians in an
urban church [ [a] 8 Pk ER——F KI8T B2 35 19318 Wenti, xin tiaozhan
Wind [ { KJX) Tianfeng ] ,no. 4 (2003).

Youguan chengshi jiaohui muyang de taolun ] , Heavenly
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of them are female.(9) Some Chinese scholars call this group of people “ Martha-type” Chinese

H). Despite

Christians.[10) But there exist exceptions in the practices of Li-zi-village Church (Z& - #{
lacking a professional priest with professional training from a city church to guide them,some mature ways of
manifesting local styles have come forth. (11)

Third,a new trend of otherworldly pursuit is emerging. It is good to note these changes. This is a new
trend of achieving sacred goals through spiritual practices. We can see this in the many young people who go
to church and take part in spiritual practices. Some of them are eager to know more about doctrine , theology,
life and death, living with God, or living in the Kingdom of God.(!2) It seems that there is a progressive
tendency to search for the meaning and the core of the Christian faith.

Fourth , it is noticeable that some bear the character of elite-spirituality. This kind of spiritual practice
belongs to the non-organizational kind of spiritual affinity. Although there are still a few of the personal
profane issues such as success in their careers and family harmony, more of the contents relate to a higher
status of spiritual practice. The contents are geared toward the mission of Jesus such as loving neighbors,
living with God, or living in the Kingdom of God. Also to be noted are the spiritual practices which consist of
reading the Bible, reading the testimonies of the saints of past eras, praying, communicating with God, and
doing meditation , etc. These Christians are often classified as “Cultural Christians,” for they mostly are more

well-educated.(13) Many are cultural persons,scholars,or scientists.

B. Analysis of theCurrent Status of Chinese Christian Spirituality
Certain characteristics evident in contemporary Chinese Spirituality are pointed out in this part of the

study. Each is examined in light of the information cited above.

(9) TU Wenshu J& I, Yao Lei k% , Discussing the issue of females and religion in the new phase 7R :57 i 110 4 5 5% # [n) 7,
Journal of Zhejiang Business Technology Institute [ { #7 V1. TR HR ML 4% AR 27 3¢ 2442 ) Zhejiang gongshang zhiye jishu xueyuan xuebao ], Vol. 2
No. 1 (Mar. 2003).

(10) See WANG Zaixing F 5%, “The phenomenon of ‘ Martha’ among Christians and its causes from a sociological perspective:a case
study of the church of Nanchong, Sichuang Province [ 348 ZkEREH 1) ARG K HAL L2 R TR—— LA DU 1 B FE 3 X 02 T B 58 4
Jidujiao shequn zhong de “Mada xianxiang” jiqi shehuixue genyuan
Studies [ { SZ##WF5T) Zongjiaoxue yanjiu] ,no 1 (2003) ; Jin Yanyan 4 @FF, “ Exploring the ¢ Martha phenomenon’ Christianity ; a case
study of Chengguan, HuangChuang, Henan Province” [ Fe8 #1“ D KB 4" 5 B—— LA 59 35 )1 30 56 Zh 22 % 2% % Jidujiao “ Mada
Yi Henan HUangchuan chengguan jiaohui wei kaocha duixiang ], Journal of Chaohu College [ { #1512 Fi2:4%) Chaohu
xueyuan xuebao] ,vol. 7 no. 5 (2005).

Yi Sichuan Nanchong diqu jiaohui wei kaocha duixiang ], Religious

xianxiang” tanxi

(11) XU Shigiang #xiH5® ,” “ A sketch of the religious life of rural Christians in southwest China:a case study of the Christians of Li-zi-
village Church™ [ FP [ PY R i 322 111 DX b BE 4 Ak 1) 53 304 T &0l (L) —— I T UG fE 3 941~ Zhongguo xinan pianyuan shanqu
nongeun jidutu de zongjiao shenghuo sumiao ( shang) ——Yi Lizi jiaodian xintu wei gean |, Journal of Southwest University for Nationalities.
Humanities and Social Science | { Fig RERF4R - ACHEFHR) Xi'nan minzu daxue xueban renwen sheke ban ], vol. 24 no. 12 Dec
2003.

(12)  “The church’s future is prosperous if it can gain the trust of the young Christians” [ Z&15E H4F, Wi 215E AR Jiaohui dezhuo
qingnian, jiushi dezhuo weilai] , Heavenly Wind [ { XJX) Tianfeng] ,no. 10 (2003).

(13) There are many discussions on cultural Christians. See Cultural Christians ; Phenomenon and Dispute [ { SUALFEEfE . AR 5164
Wenhua jidutu; Xianxiang yu lunzheng | , ( Hong Kong 7 : Institute of Sino-Christian Studies %1% 378 # SCALWF 58 I, 1997 ). “ Cultural
Christians” here mainly indicates the people who have faith in Jesus without accepting baptism or those accepting baptism but who do not always
o to church. We hold the same opinion as Xu Zhiwei ¥ 415, see XU Zhiwei, “ An outlook and reflection on the phenomenon of cultural
Christians” [ “SCAEFEERE” A K290 5 B (TF) Wenhua jidutu xianxiang de zonglan yu fansi (xia) |, Regent Chinese Journal [ {4t H.2¢
Ti]) Weizhen xuekan] ,vol. IV,1998(1).
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Characteristic 1:Two thoughts will be drawn from what we have seen. One is that spiritual practice
cannot be detached from faith in God, and it is the essential point by which some practices can be determined
as to whether they belong to Christianity. The other thought is the relationship between the Church and
Christians. Christians are within and beyond the authority of the Church. Perhaps this analysis cannot be
acceptable to the Church, as it does not accept Christians with self-authorized faith, but, if it is true, the
gospel of Jesus would have been monopolized by the Church. Can the gospel be monopolized? When Martin
Luther advocated that one could be justified by faith,the supremacy of the Church was challenged. In fact,if
there is a tension between the Church and self-authorized Christians, it will bring more advantages to the
Church since it can keep the Church in a status of dynamism and openness.

Characteristic 2 ; Secularizing spiritual practice should be changed if it is viewed from the perspective of
Christianity. It has been demonstrated that the original Christian practices are more appealing as they reveal
true yearning for God by Christians. They show that human frailty is manifested because of their unfortunate
fates and hard lives. However,there are many affirmative factors in existence from this faith. For instance, it
can awaken their consciousness of life and initiate to pursue a better life and an inner understanding of
happiness. The harmony between God and his followers can help shape a harmonious community even if faith
is not encouraged. This sort of Christian will truly glorify Jesus because his original desire to introduce the
mercy of God is evident in their spiritual practices. Jesus has shown his love to all people without any
discrimination between the rich and the poor, male and female, local and non-local, homogenous and
heterogeneous cultures. Thus, if there are some who may have deficiencies in their spiritual practice,this can
be forgiven by God.

Characteristic 3 ;It is noted that the Christian faith of China is becoming more mature. This is certainly
a delightful change and as such needs appropriate guidance from the Church so that the youth who are
inclined toward this passion may persist and grow in their Christian faith.

Characteristic 4 ; On Cultural Christians. It seems that they are not very strong,if we base our judgment
on their number, but they have a vital role because of cultural influence, doctrinal interpretation, and the
potential of communicating with God. These Christians may be grouped into two kinds. One involves
humanist scholars who devote themselves to introducing, translating, or interpreting Christian faith and
culture. The other involves some other humanists and scientists who live out their faith through their life and

work.

Part Three.Henri Nouwen as a Model of Christian Spirituality for Chinese Christians

One important element fordeveloping spiritual life among Christians will be an inspiration from which
they can draw out the passion to grow in their faith. In this part of the paper,I will examine the life of a
contemporary Western Christian who was considered a spiritual master: Fr. Henri J. M. Nouwen (1932—
1996). Nouwen was chosen as a model of Contemporary Christian spiritual practice for the following
reasons

First,he was a notable writer on spirituality inside and outside the circle of Roman Catholicism.

Second , his story may help change the alien impression missionaries made on Christianity through its

introduction into China,especially to ordinary Chinese people,since the Christian life and practices exhibited
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by Nouwen present a more open outlook.

Third , the condition of the indigenization of Christianity needs to be strengthened ,and Nouwen’s writings
and practices may contribute to this endeavor.

Fourth , the spiritual growth of Chinese Christians in China should be promoted; thus,Nouwen can be a

model that people can learn from.

A. Brief Introduction of Nouwen’s Life

An internationally renowned priest and author, respected professor and beloved pastor, Henri Nouwen
wrote over 40 books on the spiritual life of Christians. He corresponded regularly in English, Dutch, German,
French, and Spanish with hundreds of friends and reached out to thousands through his Eucharistic
celebrations , lectures, and retreats. Since his death in 1996, ever-increasing numbers of readers, writers,
teachers,and seekers have been guided by his literary legacy. Nouwen’s books have sold over 2 million
copies and been published in over 22 languages.

Born in Nijkerk, Holland, on January 24,1932, Nouwen felt called to the priesthood at a very young
age. He was ordained in 1957 as a diocesan priest and studied psychology at the Catholic University of
Nijmegen. In 1964 he moved to the United States to study at the Menninger Clinic. He went on to teach at
the University of Notre Dame and the Divinity Schools of Yale and Harvard. For several months during the
1970s,Nouwen lived and worked with the Trappist monks in the Abbey of the Genesee, and in the early
1980s, he lived with the poor in Peru. In 1985, he was called to join L’Arche in Trosly, France, the first of
over 100 communities founded by Jean Vanier, where people with developmental disabilities live with
assistants. A year later, Nouwen made his home at [’Arche Daybreak near Toronto, Canada. He died
suddenly on September 21st,1996,in Holland and is buried in King City, Ontario.

Nouwen believed that what is most personal is most universal; he wrote, “ By giving words to these
intimate experiences | can make my life available to others. ” His spirit lives on in the work of the Henri
Nouwen Society ,Henri Nouwen Stichting, the Henri Nouwen Trust, the Henri J. M. Nouwen Archives and

Research Collection, and in all who live the spiritual values of communion, community ,and ministry, to which

he dedicated his life.(14]

B. Nouwen’s Spirituality

Nouwen’s ideas and method of spirituality are mostly found in two books, The Inner Voice of Life: A
Journey Through Anguish to Freedon{'3) and Finding My Way Home: Pathways to Life and the Spirit. (16)
For Nouwen ,there are several ideas and means by which one can develop a strong spirituality.

First, spiritual practice begins through establishing a personal relationship with God. In his opinion, all

(14) See,http://www. henrinouwen. org/henri/about/.

(15) Henri Nouwen ZEH| « y5 2, The Inner Voice of Love ;A Journey Through Anguish to Freedom [ {.0» 3 %18 . 24 [A A R A I A it
{£) Xinling aiyu : Dang wo xianru lingming dichao de shihou |, ( Hong Kong 74 ; Excellence Book House [ 7 i 5L 4545 Xianggang zhuoyue
shulou] ,1997 ) ,Trans. by Milton WAN JEfF#E [ WEN Weiyao .

(16) Henri Nouwen FH| + f5 2, Finding My Way Home: Pathways to Life and the Spirit [ { 5-3% 015 1% : A= fiy A1 R A 955 ) Xunzhao
huijialu ; Shengming he lingming de daoyin ] ,trans. Liu Xiuyi X 7514 ( Hong Kong 75 : Logos Book House [ 7 ik 3Li# ) ili#t Xianggang
jidao cubanshe ] ,2004).
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human beings are loved by God, whether a person already has faith or is still struggling or knows nothing
about God. His meaning is that a new spiritual life is given to someone,and then he can begin to help others
to accept God’s love. (17)

Second ,Nouwen believes that to engage in spiritual practice is to find one’s new spiritual life. There are
three steps: First,bring oneself back toward spiritual home. The criterion is to concentrate on how to live a
good life or perfect it without meddling in other persons’ lives or controlling others to get what one wants.
Second , spiritual life should be incarnated in oneself, meaning originating from within oneself. This implies
that the Word is made flesh in a person’s life and as such,one should show the special life of belonging to the
Spirit rather than the negative attitude of one’s flesh. Thus, one should not yield to the flesh if it leads to
destruction of this new life in Christ. Third,seek ,trust,and obey one’s unique call from God and then shape
it within oneself so as to carry it forward to one’s social community. (18]

Third ,Nouwen holds the conviction that one can acquire a mature spiritual life by experiencing the
process of dying. This means to consider one’s death as like that of Jesus so that other persons may benefit
from the fruits of your life.(!) Nouwen believes that Jesus’ death is an accomplishment: “1 very much
appreciate how Jesus conceives of his death---His death itself can foster many fruits---”(20) Thus, Jesus has
chosen a path of accomplishment. (2!) On the other hand, everyone should go through the process of living
and dying because no human being has control over these two. We have to make a choice on how to live our
life so that our death will have meaning. (22) Likewise ,in Nouwen’s opinion , death is the absolute emptying of
self so that the spirit of love can be poured in. Through this, the spiritual life of the person is nourished
through the process of goneness or self-emptying. (23) Though Nouwen also had the feeling of dreading death,
he was able to face it and was not knocked down by it. He held the belief that “we can make others blessed
by our life and death with our own efforts. ” [24J Tt implies that he followed the way of Jesus through love of
neighbor not only to the degree of love for self but also exceeding himself as a gauge of Christian love.

Fourth ,Nouwen waged inner spiritual warfare against those that may destroy his life as a Christian. The
very expression can be found in his book, The Inner Voice of Love,for it speaks of all his lowest moments of
spiritual experience. In spite of this low state, he still trusted God and made continuous efforts to turn himself
towards God in the midst of doubts or suspicions about God. He questioned closely, and even suffered in
despair, when he was in anguish. Let us examine three examples that he cited. One is that he eventually
convinced himself that one should “not be equipped by im solely to meet with dying,” (25) but that one
should have the strength that comes from the love of God to face death without fear. For him,fear of death

can only be endured under the shadow of dying to one’s selfishness. Thus,he conquered and overcame it by

(17)  Finding My Way Home,97-98.
(18)  The Inner Voice of Love ,65.
(19)  Finding My Way Home ,95.
(20) 1Ibid,9%4.

(21) 1Ibid,100.

(22) 1Ibid,102.

(23) 1Ibid,106-7.

(24) 1Ibid,107.

(25)  The Inner Voice of Love ,172.
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his dependence on the love poured down by Jesus and the love he showed to his neighbors. (26) Moreover,
Nouwen believed that every person is always confronted with making difficult decisions because of conflicting
achievements ,both visible and invisible. In this connection, he suggests that one should always make the
choice towards the Kingdom of God. Nouwen was never free from faltering in his faith. There were times
when he questioned such faith in God. Despite this struggle, however, he showed a strong conviction to
overcome these doubts and evil inclinations through his warfare ,namely,to listen to the voice of God so that
one’s thoughts, speech ,and deeds speak of God’s kingdom of enlightenment , truth , and life. (27)

Fifth ,Nouwen’s spiritual ideas involve a set of practical methods to promote one’s spiritual life. The
sections in his writing with the heading of “Nouwen’s Meditation” deal with some kind of inner puzzles that
should be confronted by any ordinary Christian, whereas that of “ Permitting Me To Start Off Again”
introduces a series of techniques, such as pondering, reflecting, imagining, confiding and talking with God,
etc. One can follow the spiritual routine provided by Nouwen.

Sixth , for Nouwen , spiritual practice is a journey of the spiritual life that should be cultivated. He said
the standard for maturity in life is when one could make his “lion-self” and “sheep-self” co-exist peacefully
within his inner heart. It seems to suggest a balance of profane and transcendent realities in human lives. He
believed that it is necessary to work towards self-deprivation in order to overcome one’s bad side. Nouwen
depicts “lion-self” as “the adult outlook of one person,with full ambitions, -+ [ that ] shows the active or
aggressive attitude and likes to make decisions;” on the other hand,the “sheep-self” is that part of a person
which is “full of dread and fragility” that will “need to be fed with sensibility, sustentions , affirmation and
cultivation. ” (28] Furthermore, if one hopes to seize the true spiritual life, he/she should abandon the
mundane attraction of personal affections first of all. (2] The essence of cultivation is to walk out of anguish

again and again,and to gain the purer life by accepting Jesus’ love. (30]

C. An Analysis of Nouwen’s Spirituality

It is obvious that Nouwen’s spiritual practices show strong inclination toward the tradition of
Catholicism. He indicates that he follows the same pathway as that of Augustine’s (354—430) “outer-inner-
upward. ” (31) In his view,first of all ,one should abandon the mundane tractions (outer) ,and only then can
possess the spiritual life (inner) ,and finally he/she should convert to Jesus every now and then,to hold the
genuine life (upward). He also implies the tendency of unity with God by way of thinking, talking, and
acting in the name of God.

It is arguable that he also shares the spiritual style of Protestants because there exist strong similarities

between his spiritual warfare and that of John Bunyan (1628—1688) as disclosed in his bookThe Pilgrim’s

(26]) Ibid,145.
(27) 1bid,181.
(28] 1Ibid,128.
(29) 1Ibid,178.
(30) 1Ibid,9s.
[31) See Milton Wan, Gain or Loss of Pursuing a Spiritual Life: Review the Merit and Crisis of the Four Christian Spiritual Practical

Traditions ,http : //www. livingwaterdu. com/reader/b_zhuiqiushulingdeyushi/chapter03. html.
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Progress. (32) Evidence can be found that he lived out his faith through his actions. He always complied with
the Bible to guide his spiritual life. (33)

Actually, he transcends all the distinctions of the different religious traditions, for he went to an
evangelical ministry ( Ontario Tyndale Seminary) to give lectures to varied Christian denominations before his
death. (3*) Likewise, it must be noted that his ability for high tolerance may be due to the fact that he also
drew upon Buddhism.(35) This information needs further research, however, to verify whether Buddhism or
some other culture influenced him.

It seems that Nouwen attaches high importance to spiritual practice with the fundamental guidelines of
Jesus’ love and his love of neighbors. He can confront the actual voice of his inner heart and not evade his
fragility and the realities of his struggles in life. Though everyone shares this fragility, the process of
overcoming it is not the same in appearance. If we take Nouwen’s spirituality as a model of contemporary
Western Christian spirituality, it can be deduced that contemporary western Christian spirituality is imbued
with high tolerance; thus,it helps pave the way towards dialogue with others and the development of religions
in an intercultural context.

After looking at the life of Henri Nouwen, it is clear that there are many aspects to his spirituality which
can enlighten Chinese Christians. His life story can inspire them to take up the same commitment to
overcoming the bad side of life and living with God, motivated by love of Jesus and of neighbors, especially

the oppressed in society.

Part Four: Summaries, Conclusions, and Implicationsfor Strengthening Chinese

Christian Spirituality

A. Summaries

From the above ,we can observe that there are three factors to consider about Chinese Christian spiritual
practice and Christianity as a whole. First,spiritual form takes diverse shapes in Chinese Christian spiritual
practice in China. It is closely linked with the historical-cultural context. This has been shown in the outline
of events in the propagation of Christianity. As for cultural context, Christianity , Buddhism, Taoism, Islam,
and Confucian culture,etc. exist within Chinese culture now. Second,as for the spiritual content,if we view
it from the aspect of whether it is aiming at achieving the goal of living with God, it still needs to be
developed further.

Third , the level of Chinese Christian indigenization needs to be raised. Perhaps, because of the bad
image of Christianity created by Western invaders, many Chinese are still not familiar with Christianity.

Nowadays , however, there emerge heated discussions and arguments about Christianity in China. Its degree of

(32) See Milton Wan, Gain or Loss of Pursuing a Spiritual Life: Review the Merit and Crisis of the Four Christian Spiritual Practical
Traditions ,http ; //www. livingwaterd4u. com/reader/b_zhuiqiushulingdeyushi/chapter08. html.

(33)  The Inner Voice of Love,188.

(34) 1Ibid,188.

(35) HUANG Dongying ¥4 5% says, “ He is happy to go to understand buggers, or Buddhist doctrines. ” See introduction of Huang
K 2 Jik) (Hong Kong 75k : Logos Book House [ 7k 3L i Mii#t Xianggang jidao

Dongying to Sabbatical Journey; Winter {4 & H &
chubanshe | ,2002).
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indigenization cannot be paralleled with Buddhism, just as it cannot hold the same important role as
Confucian culture and Daoism for many ordinary Chinese. The issue of indigenization may involve the
translation of the Bible, for if we discuss the doctrines conveyed by the Chinese Bible, it cannot reach the

same degree of perfection as that of Confucian culture and Buddhism.

B. Conclusions

We can draw conclusions as follows:

First, spiritual form takes diverse shapes in Chinese Christian spiritual practice in Mainland China.

Second, as for spiritual content, if we view it from the aspect of whether it is aiming at achieving the goal
of living with God, it still needs to be developed further.

Third , Nouwen’s spiritual practice can be a model for many Chinese Christians to improve their spiritual
practice.

Fourth , the level of Chinese Christian indigenization needs to be raised.

C. Implications for Strengthening Chinese Christian Spirituality in Contemporary China

We will discuss the issue from two aspects. One is from the aspect of strengthening the spiritual practice
of Chinese Christians. The other is from the aspect of the indigenization of Chinese Christianity.

Strengthening the spiritual practice of Chinese Christians. Regarding the spirituality of individual
Christians especially, spiritual content should be closely linked with the sacred goal of living with God;
though the spiritual form may not be totally Christian, if it relates to the context,then it is acceptable. One
way to improve spiritual practice is to learn from certain people who may be models of Christian life. In this
paper, Nouwen was presented as a model from whom we can learn. Although he is from the West, Chinese
Christians may find some wisdom in his writings and be inspired to live a good life of following Jesus by his
examples. His love of God and neighbor (especially the outcast in society) exemplify how one should live as
Christian.

As for the ways of spiritual practice, other religions” experiences can be used for reference. For
example , Teresa of Avila ended a prayer with a passage from a Hindu prayer.(3¢) Another example is how
some Roman Catholic monks and nuns in India found that Hindu prayer was beneficial to complement their
practice of Christianity. (37)

Strengthening the level of Christian indigenization in contemporary China. First of all, we can analyze
the context from three aspects.

First,we will premise our argument within the multi-cultural context of the global context of religions
and cultures. Pluralism is an emerging reality in the post-modern context,as may be observed from politics,
economics ,and varied cultures. This calls for dialogue among religions because of their diversity , which may

bring conflict and misunderstanding. Some objective facts also show that there is diversity in nature, plants

(36] See Milton WAN, Gain or Loss of Pursuing a Spiritual Life: Review the Merit and Crisis of the Four Christian Spiritual Practical
Traditions ,http ;//www. livingwaterd4u. com/reader/b_zhuiqiushulingdeyushi/chapter05. html.

(37) “India;monks and nuns go to Hindu center to learn spiritual experiences from Hinduism” [ EJJE . &4 A& fEEDEE# PO TR R
& Yindu: Xiusheng, xiunu zai YIndujiao zhongxin xungiu lingxiu ], Chinese Catholicism [ 7 [E K F=#{ Zhongguo tianzhujiao ] ,no. 1 (1999).
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and animals, ideas, and the inclination of people’s pursuit of true religion. Persons who are interested in
Christianity will still follow the way of Jesus. With the long history of Christian faith in China,alien feelings
have been gradually replaced by acceptance; thus,the degree of understanding,researching,and believing in
it has deepened. There seems to be a wide range of spiritual contentment in pursuit of the goal of living with
God. The realization of purifying Christian faith and practice has been noted despite the diversity of spiritual
forms.

Second ,we will place our argument within the general context of contemporary China. We have carried
out some relative analysis on the spiritual life and practice of Chinese Christians in the foregoing discussion.
When we talk of the general context of China, we are referring to the nation’s independent sovereignty,
stabilization of politics, developed economics, diversity of culture, freedom to be a religio (“Foreign) _
Christianity seems to be fading; the anger towards Christianity is being withdrawn. Therefore , Chinese people
are freer to talk about topics such as the Rites Controversies, Indigenization, and dialogue among
religions, etc.

Third , there is a manifestly better vision for respect of cultures in our time,as can be depicted through
words like Cultural-toleration, Religion-toleration, Inter-enculturation and Cultural-interaction. All these
terms can convey the meaning of harmoniously co-existing and interacting. For Christianity , it is the harmony
and the inter-activity among Christians and the members of other religions or cultures of China that really
matter.

Next, under the rubric of context, spirituality can be understood from many perspectives and thus
indigenization can be developed in corresponding ways. Liu Xiaofeng argues that “it is a fundamental
misunderstanding to conceive the conflict between Christianity and Chinese culture as a conflict ofest and
ast,and it is questionable whether indigenization of Christianity is actually based on this misunderstanding. ”
(38) He believes that Chinese Christian spirituality can spontaneously be taken from cultural experiences in
order to achieve indigenization of the Christian faith among the Chinese. It seems Liu’s idea is that faith can
be a personal matter without the permission of the church. Thus, spirituality is descriptive of Christian
experiences and their spiritual practice. () We can deduce that Liu’s argument is that spirituality can be
established from the perspective of individual Christian spiritual practices without much interference from
organizational practices of the Church. On the other hand,Lai Pingchao’s argument is that spiritual theology
should be established by the practices of church. (“JThe issue of indigenization of Christianity, inter-
enculturation or interaction between Christianity and Chinese culture is especially crucial. The perspectives
of Liu Xiaofeng and Lai Pingchao may both be beneficial to the establishment of Chinese spirituality.

Moreover,if we discuss the issue from the perspective of the Christian Church, it should strengthen the

(38) LIU Xiaofeng XIJ/MM, Chinese Christian theology in the context of modern times [ B E 5% AP A9 10E BB Zopfi~% Xiandai yujing
zhong de hanyu jidujiao shenxue ] , Christian Culture Review [ { 3£ 2 ¢4k 318 ) Jidujiao wenhua pinglun ], Guiyang 3% FH : Guizhou People
Publishing Company [ M A E H ki#t Guizhou renmin chubanshe ] ,1988) vol. 7.

(39) Evagarius Ponticus said,“ Who is the theologian? The theologian is a man who prays. ” See Milton Wan, Gain or loss of pursuing a
spiritual life: review the merit and crisis of the four Christian spiritual practical traditions, http://www. livingwaterdu. com/reader/b _
zhuiqiushulingdeyushi/ chapter14. html.

(40) LAI Pan-Chiu #fi 5 #,” Types of Chinese Theology and the routines of development” [ 3 1% #1 2% f 25 KU 5 % & #% 14] Hanyu
shenxue de leixing yu fazhan luxiang ] ,Jian Dao: A Journal of Bible & Theology [ { &2~ T|) Jiandao xuekan] ,no. 10(1998) ,81-108.
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Church’s guidance of the spiritual practice of Chinese Christians. The need to strengthen indigenization of
Chinese Christianity must also be met. Thus, the Church should exhibit an open attitude to all sorts of
Christians and non-Christians. The Church should accept the existing cultural Christians and even the non-
organizational Christians. It should provide guidance to the spiritual practices of family-church and village-
church , especially those without a building. Another task is to train adequate priests or leaders in the Church
in order to meet the needs of Christians, especially in Mainland China. There is a need to respond to the

increasing demands for leaders of churches in some areas in the countryside. (41)

(41) We can deduce this from the case of Li-zi-village Church. See Xun Shiqiang, A sketch of the religious life of rural Christians in
southwest China:a case study on the Christians of Li-zi-village Church,Journal of Southwest University for Nationalities. Humanities and Social

Science,vol. 24 no. 12 Dec 2003.
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(2) HE(IETEZ) Daodejing 55 VU Chapter 4 3.

(3) ¥a(IBEMELZ) Daodejing 55— Chapter 1 1.
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ERT RN =S ER DN R N NES N U L (111 R NS Uil S IR = R | s << R 118 s Sl TR €2
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Tl =AWk, I B TE R AR b, 2 A S G At A A A R A LU RN
ZIH o AR R AT RO $i 2 2 WrROR T 1. sk oo e dg h  IHGE E BA Y
FPERS , BT A, ] DR B, 2 bt A BTG S RE T, [ M i 44, A 52 1, A g B
ZABRIELs . 25— A, e BRI, o BT RS AL . IS B fl i A 2 AR
o, NRZHE, 5 LA A 7o M AR AR B, TSR0 i 5, T ROTEE TG 19 . AR 4, At 2
WhEZE . L BREEE LIRS, A B 5 BRe , 550 36 G R S A, SR A =B it
TE e N, AR 1, I W 7 B8z A A B R e R 7 DS AT UL, ARGy 7 2 S o
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English Title .
An Interpretation of Dao:A Contrast between Philosophical and Theological Perspectives

LI Yuanguo, Professor of Sichuan Academy of Social Sciences. Address:610072 Chengdu,the First Western Part of the First
Ring Road, No. 155, Sichuan Academy of Social Sciences, Chengdu, Sichuan, China. Tel:13072880126. E-mail: liyuanguo@
263. net.

Abstract: Dao is a historical concept. Therefore, the understanding of Dao should be
comprehensively analyzed from a historical perspective. In fact,the notion of Dao is not unique to
China. Other civilizations, such as the Greek, Hebrew, and Indian civilization, have had many
insights concerning Dao. The Greeks regarded Dao (Logos) as the appearance and existence of the
world. Logos (Dao) had other meanings: ( Logos) Dao not only could be interpreted as speech,
language , sentence , talk , etc , but also as calculation,accounting, and thinking. Moreover,n terms of
metaphysics, Logos (Dao) could be used as a principle ,and could also be understood as rationality,
thought and spirit. Thus it can be seen,Dao is the ontology of the universe and the nature of gods,
and is existing in the world, things, and its evolution process.

Key terms: Dao;lLogos;rationality thought and spirit ;the ontology of the universe ;the nature of god
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English Title .

Comparison and Mutual-Interpretation between Sin and Karma

HE Fangyao, Faculty of Humanities and Law, South China Agricultural University, 483. Wushan Road, Tianhe District,
Guangzhou,510642 Guangdong Province ,China. E-mail ; hefangyao@ vip. tom. com;or 920151280@ qq. com.

Abstract ; Original Sin and Karma, the core concept and theoretical cornerstones of Christianity and Buddhism, respectively,
determined the characteristics of Christian sinning culture and Buddhist retributive culture of karma. In this essay, beginning
with carding the basic intentions of sin and karma, through analyzing and comparing the similarities and the differences of these
two concepts, the author points out that there are six similarities and four differences between sin and karma. The reason why the
distinguishing of good and evil is an important part of sin is a very controversial question in Christian theory ;the author tries to

interpret and explain this puzzle and hopes to promote deeper dialogue on the core concepts between the two world religions.

Key words: sin ; karma ; compare ; similarity ; difference
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English Title .
Practice of Scriptural Reasoning in China: Analysis of the Experiment of Interreligious
Dialogue between the Six Religions of China,2014—2015

LI Huawei

Ph. D. , Associate Research Fellow, Institute of World Religions, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Jianguo men nei dajie,

No. 5,100732 Beijing, China. Email :lihuawei66@ 126. com, Tel : -86-137-1817-6201.

Abstract ; Scriptural Reasoning ( SR) is an intensively discussed new method of interreligious
dialogue. SR has during the past two decades gained wide acceptance among Jews, Christians, and
Muslims , and is rapidly gaining attention all over the world. SR as interfaith dialogue between the
Abrahamic religions which emerged in the US and Britain in the early 1990s and has been further
developed mainly by the Universities of Cambridge and Virginia. During the past years, Chinese
scholars have shown increasing interest in SR. It is commonly believed that SR could be extended to
include the traditional Chinese religions.

The first experiment of SR in China was carried out in Beijing from Dec. 2014 to Sept. 2015
as a co-operation between Minzu University of China and University of Helsinki. Prof. You Bin and
Prof. Miikka Ruokanen were the moderators of the experiment. There were two SR groups meeting
simultaneously at the Minzu University once a month, ten times, each time for three hours. The
participants of our SR groups were self — declared followers of a faith tradition. We included the six
main faiths of China; Taoism, Confucianism, Buddhism, Islam, Catholicism, and Protestantism. The
members of the first group were scholars of the six religions,and members of the second group were
young students representing the six faith traditions. The topics of each session were decided by the
participants of the SR groups; Why does the universe exist?,The problem of poverty, The problem of
suffering and evil, The role of women in religion and society, What is a good society?, What is
saintliness? , Our responsibility for the environment, What is death?,etc. During the weeks before a
meeting ,each member of the SR groups chose a passage from the sacred texts of her/his tradition
and prepared a short written commentary on that for discussion in the group. The basic results of the
investigation were rather similar in the two groups;The participants of the groups thought that SR is
a good method of interfaith encounter, because it challenges us both to understand one’s own
religious tradition more deeply and, at the same time, to understand more clearly the authentic
teachings of the other faith traditions. They expressed that this experience clearly increased their
ability not only to tolerate,but find interest in, learning wisdom from other scriptural traditions. Most
of the members felt that other participants were carefully listening to them and were keen to learn the
views of other traditions.

Moreover,the participants felt that SR gives a clear purpose and structure for interreligious
dialogue ; it is non-elitist, it offers equal opportunity for each member actively to participate in
discussion. SR fits equally for scholars and for ordinary believers, women,men,and young persons.
The participants maintained that this SR experience has motivated them to think how concretely to
foster moral education in their faith communities in order to strengthen civil society. Special interest
was shown in cooperation through religious charities for the welfare of the people, for the equality of
women and men,and for environmental protection.
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Already now it is justified to say that SR seems to fit well to be a method of interfaith dialogue
between the main faith traditions of China. We can expand discussion on the canonical texts of the
Abrahamic religions to include the sacred texts of the Chinese traditions. The ten — month
experiment offers a solid foundation and a very positive prospect for Chinese interfaith engagement.

Key terms: Scriptural Reasoning, intertextual reading of sacred scriptures,interreligious dialogue,
Chinese religions , moral responsibility of the followers of the faith traditions
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An Academic Review on the Possibility of Sino-Christian Theology :
from “ Cultural Christian” to “ Christian scholar”

SUN Xiangchen

(School of Philosophy,Fudan University , Shanghai,P. R. China)

Abstract ; This article aims to make an academic review on the possibility of Sino-Christian theology from the perspective of
Cultural Christian to Christian scholar. t includes four parts:The Dual Vision of Sino-Christianity , the Dispute on the Subject of
“Sino-Christian theology” , Highlighting the Church Issue,and the Future of Christianity in Contemporary China. The conclusion
is: From the metamorphosis of “ultural Christians” to “ Christian scholars” , Christianity is gradually reaching deeper into
contemporary Chinese value system, and “Sino-Christian theology” will bear real fruit this foundation, and will not lapse into

being a kind of slogan.
Key words: possibility ; Sino-Christian theology ; Cultural Christian ; Christian scholar; Chinese value system

Author : SUN Xiangchen, Professor and Dean, School of Philosophy, Fudan University, Shanghai, P. R. China. Email:

xiangchen. sun@ fudan. edu. cn

The term “Sino-Christian Theology” means all Christian theological thought expressed in the Chinese
language , this type of theology has existed since the Ming Dynasty.(!) But if we consider the circumscribed
meaning , it refers to the discussion of Christian culture and deliberation of Christian theology which appeared
among the Chinese academia after 1980’s. The central character of this theology is referred to as a “ultural
Christian”. This development was marked by the Logos & Pneuma; Chinse Journal of Theology which was
published in June 1994 by Daofeng Shan. Using that definition, the development of “ Sino-Christian
Theology” has 20 years of history.[2]) In the first place, it should be said that Sino-Christian theology has
achieved considerable success. There are two major contributions in the development of Sino-Christian
theology : Firstly , it has paved a broad scope of Christian vision for the Chinese academia. Ever since the May
Fourth Movement advocated “science” and “democracy” , which have become filters through which we
understand the West, anything that fits this set of principles was accepted, and those that did not conform
were mostly neglected. But civilization is an entirety, it is very difficult to extract something singularly to

learn about it,that’s why the “Sino-Christian theology” movement, although ridden with controversies, had

[ 1) See “Sino-Christian Theology of the Ming and Qing Dynasties” ed. by Li Tiangang,Logos & Pneuma: Chinese Journal Of Theology,
No. 27 Autumn 2007.

(2] “Sino-Christian Theology” takes on a circumscribed meaning. The initiator’s suggestion was based on humanistic and sociological
discussions,its main aim was focussed on academic studies in China, and its content bears no relations to pastoral care and evangelism in

churches.
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expanded the horizon for the Chinese scholars in this area, and contributed greatly to the reflection on
Chinese culture. The main expressions of this contribution were in translating, introducing and analyzing a
large body of western theological thought and extensive publications on Christian studies. Series of books
relating to western cultures and Christianity were published , which gave rise to extraordinary achievement for
the studies of western culture , and resulted in substantial and long-term influence on the understanding of the
West. “Cultural Christians” , as the subject of “Sino-Christian theology” , had caused much debate. Self-
definition of these “cultural Christians” is also full of misgivings, ranging from scholars who harbour
sympathy and understanding towards Christianity to scholars who claim the Christian faith but never
participate in church activities, and there are other definitions. Undoubtedly the second contribution of the
movement of “Sino-Christian theology” is that it nurtures a body of “Christian scholars” , who are different
from “ultural Christians”. “Christian scholars” work in education institutions and are dedicated to the
Church. They work on translation, publication, teaching and research, and at the same time they are ardent
subscribers to the Christian faith, this has formed a new generation of Christian studies in China, and may
also indicate the direction of future “Sino-Christian theology”. This has not attracted due appreciation in the
past, but according to the author,this is the future hope for “Sino-Christian theology” ,and may even be the

defining factor for the content of the next wave of development for “Sino-Christian theology” .

The Dual Vision of Sino-Christianity

The term “Sino-Christian theology” was suggested by Dr. Liu Xiaofeng and Dr. He Guanghu.(3]) Only
from Dr. Liu Xiaofeng’s narrative we can perceive that “Sino-Christian theology” was dual vision right from
the start. Borrowing Mr. Li Zehou’s variation on “national salvation and enlightenment” to describe the
historical function of the May Fourth Movement ,in the end “national salvation” overcomes and then replaces
“enlightenment”. “ Sino-Christian theology” also faces the dual theme of “modernity” and “ personal
faith” | respectively represented by Dr. Liu Xiaofeng’s Towards the Truth on the Cross and Sino-Christian
Theology and Historical Philosophy.(#) On the one hand “ Sino-Christian theology ” emphasizes
individuality , encountering the “Christ Event” and the Cross; on the other hand, “ Sino-Christianity” is
focussed on the issue of modernity. In the midst of the dual theme of “Sino-Christian theology” , the attention
modernity often overcomes the attention paid to “personal faith”. So in the development of “Sino-Christian
theology” ,it was not surprising that there were studies on non-Christian topics due to the appearance of
names such as Gnosticism, Carl Schmidt, Leo Strauss, A. Kojeve, Karl Lowith, etc. The consideration of
“Sino-Christian theology” thought has since been placed in the macro context of modernity, and further
determined that th type of Christian studies has taken on a definite framework of humanities and social
science. From the earlier paper of Dr. Liu “Sino-Christian Theology in Modern Context” {37 to his later work
Sino-Christian theology and historical philosophy, his attention towards modernity has naturally steered his

theological contemplation towards “historical philosophy”. In fact,Dr. Liu himself quite openly admits that

(3] Lin Zichun, A Polyphonic View On Sino-Christian Theology, Beijing: Religious Culture Publishing House ,2008 ,13 ,Note 1.

(4] Liu Xiaofeng:; Towards the Truth on the Cross published by Shanghai Sanlian Publishing House, Ltd. 1995, and Sino-Christian
Theology and Historical Philosophy, published by Institute of Sino-Christian Studies,Hong Kong,2000.

(5] This Paper is firstly presented at the Seminar on Religion and Culture held at Peking University in 1994.
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“the relationship between Sino-Christian theology and traditional Chinese culture is basically a modern issue
on historical philosophy. ” (6J Although this type of historical philosophy has a very distinct Christian
background , the focus is not initially placed on faith. Here lies the paradox of “Sino-Christian theology” , this
inclination shows the openness of “Sino-Christian theology” which has attracted many non-Christian scholars
to participate in Christian studies. The reason why “Sino-Christian theology” has achieved such large-scale
success and influence in the 15 years of development is closely related to this tendency. It is however
precisely the same success that makes it suspicious to Christians, thinking that such studies deviate from
faith. History is often paradoxical; this kind of “theology” which is not accepted by Christians has in fact
achieved the influence which traditional theology could not. In bearing a strong interest in modernity , “Sino-
Christian theology” has delivered the message of faith, and has become a practical approach for a new
generation of scholars to draw closer to Christianity. We can say that it has nurtured a generation of young
“Christian scholars”. From this perspective,although “Sino-Christian theology” was much reproached,in its
development there was a difference between its internal and external narratives. Its external narrative is
based on the modern context, and its internal narrative is based on personal faith. The issue is during the
development of “ Sino-Christian theology”, this “dual” vision did not engage in a parallel course of
development, but was from the start more inclined towards “vision of modernity”, and among the new
generation of scholars, “ personal encounter with the Christ Event” seems more attractive. In the past
decade ,modern context was leaning towards the views of historical philosophy specialists with a Judeo-
Christian background and gradually took up an externalized narrative format. As long as modernity is still a
basic issue in “Sino-Christian theology” , the issue of “modernity” will inevitably overcome the issue of
“personal faith”.

On the other hand ,under the influence of Dr. Liu Xiaofeng’sSalvation and Leisure, Towards the truth on
the Cross,The unbearable body and Fear and love of this generatiorf 7J | young scholars have found their way to
draw closer to Christianity. This is a very personal confession of belief,but “ultural Christians” have always
accentuated their non-church faith. Although the new generation of “ Christian scholars” have accepted
Christianity as personalized faith, they are different from “ultural Christians” from before, in their spiritual
journey they will always return to the Church to quench their spiritual thirst. This is a new direction taken by
the newer generation of “Christian scholars” ,in the “Sino-Christian theology” movement they are placing
higher importance on the issue of faith,and are less robust in their introspection on modernity. Faith has then
started to detach itself from “issue of modernity” and returned to itself as “issue of faith” ,and the Church is
acting as intercessor. So the development of this generation of “Christian scholars” deserves particular
attention. Their work will truly convey the internal influence Christianity has on modern Chinese people. To
them modernity and faith are no longer two issues. In this situation,not only is contextualization not a key

issue , the issue of modernity will also be discarded ,the issue of faith will progress to claim key position.

The Dispute on the Subject of “Sino-Christian theology”

There is great paradox in the development of “ Sino-Christian theology”. The work of * ultural

(6] Liu Xiaofeng 2000 ; Sino-Christian theology and historical philosophy,63.
(7] Liu Xiaofeng: The unbearable body,Huaxia Press,1999; and Fear and love of this generation,Sanlian Press,1996.
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Christians” has flaunted not putting denominations and Church as the major premise. This is the advantage
of “Sino-Christian theology” , it also caused considerable confusion. The advantage of this stance has
attracted a large number of scholars of humanities, since the issue of modernity has always been able to
captivate their sympathy, and from sympathetic understanding, they become allies to “ Sino-Christian
theology” ,and have assisted in making it a formidable force amongst the academia; but it also plunges it into
a difficult situation. Theology is after all a divine discourse through “man’s words” ,the confusion on the key
issue of “faith” has landed “Sino-Christian theology” into an embarrassing situation. Even though many
scholars have done a vast amount of academic work, only truly believing in God can bring about the
possibility of the existence of “Sino-Christian theology” ,and that’s what the disputes were about, who is the
subject of “Sino-Christian theology” .

Disagreement started as soon as “Sino-Christian theology” was introduced, because its initiators had
emphasized the humanity and academic characteristic of the studies and discussions, and the focus of the
work also concentrated on academics and thought, and not from the angle of faith or doctrine. According to
this direction, the “ Sino-Christian theology” movement and non-Christian studies of Christianity has
overlapped to a great extension. As mentioned before, this is one of the reasons why “ Sino-Christian
theology” achieved such success in Mainland China. But“ Sino-Christian theology” itself indicates that it
should be a form of theology,a theological movement with its intrinsic thinking and objectives. In the initial
stage of “ Sino-Christian theology” development, emphasis was placed on translating and introducing
academic studies on Christianity ,discussion on faith itself was rare,so it was not much of an issue if “Sino-
Christian theology” was likened as academic studies on Christianity,in that stage it can be understandable.
But if “Sino-Christian theology” is to become a theology movement and establish its position in the history of
Christian thought,then the issue of the subject of “Sino-Christian theology” must be resolved. Due to the
specific characteristics of the Church in China and the special background in which Chinese scholars was
brought up,scholars who were inclined towards Christianity seldom joined the organized Church ( whether
Three-self churches or home churches), this is why some people are termed “cultural Christians” or
“Apollo”. Many Christian scholars in the Chinese-speaking world were very confused about this,and in the
1990°s there was a dispute which lasted over 9 months. In fact because of the shift of Dr. Liu Xiaofeng’s
stance , it was not clear if “Sino-Christian theology” which he advocated would become the focus of a trend of
theological thought and progress into full development. The worries of some of the contemporary scholars are
coming true. If the issue of modernity is used to direct the thinking on “Sino-Christian theology” ,it would be
understandable if the same approach is followed to detach from Christianity. But Christian theology,that has
become a notable problem.

“Sino-Christian theology ” is then left in a situation with the subject absent. There are many
theologians , those in the Mainland , Hong Kong, Taiwan ,and even among overseas Chinese. It is acceptable if
“Sino-Christian theology” can be loosely acknowledged as something to do with the Chinese language, but
the vast difference between life experiences of Chinese in the Mainland and elsewhere means that the faith
they profess is also greatly dissimilar, and it will be difficult to form a common framework of theological
thought and discourse for them. “Sino-Christian theology” , at its inception, was more about the theological
thinking of a group of contemporary scholars in their “Christian studies”. In this context, “Sino” ( “¥X{i%” in
Chinese literally means “Chinese language” ) means more than just the language, and it also goes beyond

traditional resources and touches upon unique life experiences. Hence,the term “Sino” cannot dissimulate
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the internal differences of the various faith communities. “ Sino-Christian theology” must have a clearly
defined subject.

We can say that the subject is slowly developing. Nurtured by “ultural Christians” , educated in the
90’s,a new generation of young scholars have been brought up to be Christians,and they are picking up the
work of “Christian studies”. Among these young people, new Christians would appear call themselves
“Christian scholars”. Compar with the older generation , they are more direct,insistent and self-aware of their
own faith. They clearly understand the basic difference between the humanistic and theological direction in
Christian studies. They also understand the fundamental antithesis between the word of philosophy and the
word of theology. They are a different generation from the “ultural Christians” , who were their teachers.
“Cultural Christians” and “Christian scholars” represent the two generation of “Sino-Christian theology” .
Their common characteristic is that they both approach theology from outside the Church and any system of
theology. They both approach the studies as scholars, and there is a process which transformed external
engagement to internal faith, from scholar to Christian. This bears no resemblance to the concepts of any
overseas Christian scholar. Even though they may be quite similar the “cultural Christians” , their differences
are quite obvious and carry much significance. The issue of faith which plagued the “cultural Christians”
from the start is resolved by them ,between the issue of humanistic or theological approach,they chose to take
the theological approach (not to discount that their studies academic in nature) ,l 8 they began to form their
own theories on faith and understanding of the Church.

Of course in view of the overall environment, space for theoretical theological discussion in Mainland
China is still limited and the narrative of “Sino-Christian theology” is still not clearly defined,but there are
many such “ Christian scholars” congregating around Logos & Pneuma: Chinse Journal of Theology and
Regent Review on Christian thought, the new generation “ Christian scholars” worthy of note, and they are

maturing.

Highlighting the Church Issue

The introduction of “Sino-Christian theology” has shown the self-awareness of Christian studies among
Chinese intellectuals. If we grasp the meaning of Christian theological thought, we can feel the intention
which they want to surmount the normal pattern of approaching theology from a nationalized or localized
perspective,so from a theoretical point of view, this may be takingsimilar direction contemporary liberation
theology , black theology and feminist theology. But when we look at the development of “Sino-Christian
theology” in the past decade or so, due to all kinds of internal and external factors,the expansion of its
content is apparently inadequate, and has too much of an inclination towards the viewpoint of modernity,
which brought about a key problem with “Sino-Christian theology”. There is no defined separation the word
of man and the word of God, no one has yet made a self-aware differentiation between the humanistic
approach and theological approach,more crucially,and there has been a lack of distinct definition of pastoral
theology which is the core of theology. This is a fatal point in the discussion of Christianity of the last
generation of “cultural Christians” .

“Sino-Christian theology” emphasized “individual faith” which appeals to a large number of young

(8] Sun Yi “the humanistic approach and theological approach” in Regent Review of Christian Thoughts, No. 2,2006.
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scholars. But if “Sino-Christian theology” was hoping to develop faith in the Mainland ,then the situation at
hand,as Dr. Zeng Qingbao said,a type of “Sino-Christian theology” which is compatible with the Cross is
still to be unfolded. “Sino-Christian theology” relies on the meeting of “ Holy Word” and the original
existential experience of the individual. We know that in western intellectual history, the idea of individual
originate from Christian thought.(®) But in China,the maturity of Christianity may rely on the development of

13

self-awareness of the individual self. In fact, the “individual” is not a naturally formed concept, it is a
concept shaped by history. The formation of this “individual” is still in progress in the Mainland, its spiritual
development is still awaiting full development. In view of this,the development of “Sino-Christian theology”
is not simply relying on the development of thoughts, it also relies on the maturity of the environment in which
it grows. The reform and openness of China has meant that life of the Chinese has become more
individualistic ,the new generation of “Christian scholars” are more sensitive to existence, which makes it
possible for them to grow on this key issuehat is to say,these “individuals” are beginning to mature. The
environment in which they grew had made it possible for them to experience such an individual faith, and
from this they can develop more defined Christian faith.

It is the steadfastness and definition of this faith which gives them the ability to think further on
theological issues. Faith is no longer a simplistic encounter with the Christ Event. Theology emphasizes
thinking “in Christ” ,and this kind of thinking leads to the issue of the community, which is also the issue of
the Church.1%) Theologians do not express the faith of individuals, they are speakers of faith communities,
shouldering certain specific responsibilities. (11)“ Cultural Christians” time and again stress that they are
“beyond denominations” and the individual nature of faith; “Christian scholars” directly point out that it is
not a matter of being “beyond denominations” , it is in fact defying Church institution. When “ cultural
Christians” deny the function of the Church, they re showing some kind of cultural pride. In western
theological tradition ,theology and ministry interchangeable ,there were many examples of interchanging roles
between theologians and pastors. Since the start “Sino-Christian theology” has very strong tendency towards
the academic institution and the academic elite ,there was an estrangement with the Christian faith , embodied
in resistance towards the Church. This problematic standpoint has been resolved by the maturing faith of the
“Christian scholars”.

the “cultural Christians” , “ Christian scholars” accept the principle of “faith in the Church” on both
theoretical and organizational levels. They possess a more self-aware confession in “faith in the Church”. To
an academician, the sense of self-awareness in faith is not an extraordinary thing, part of the academic
establishment and they are also dedicated to the Church. This is not only a requirement of faith,it is also a
requirement of theology. They clearly define their “ Christian scholar” identity with the two elements of
academic establishment and Church. This is not the intangible Church in heaven,but the actual Church on
earth. “Christian scholars” openly identify with this tangible Church, admit that they are members of the
Church,and confess that they believe that the Holy Spirit works within this Church. They insist, as Barth
did, that theology is born from the Church,there is no theology outside of the Church. [12) They also insist

(9] Daniel Shanahan:Towards Genealogy of Individualism,The University of Massachusetts Press,1992

(10) Chen Yaqian: “ Academia and Church:the Christian Scholars and Their Puzzlement” , Regent review of Christian Thoughts, No. 2,
2006,216.

(11)  Ibid.

(12) Karl Barth, Dogmatics in Outline,SCM Press,Lid. 1949,142
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establish their theological studies on this point. This is the key difference from cultural Christians”.
“Cultural Christians” are still defending their particularity and elite position, but “ Christian scholars”
already understand , just like God acclaims his followers as the new lIsrael, that this is first and foremost a
community. Individual faith only highlights self-aware confession of belief in order to define that it is not
blind faith within a community,but no individual can ever experience the kind of depth and breadth of the
life and world that one can only experience through a communityherefore faith must be placed in the Church.

Of course “Christian scholars” in the Church have their share of confusion, firstly there is the tension
between faith in the Church and reason from the academic establishment, this kind of tension is a perpetual
issue in Christian theology. In church life “Christian scholars” face whole hosts of problems,such as the
encapsulation of the Church,the conservativeness of doctrine and the sense of guilt overpowering the sense of

grace,etc. but this is another topic and we shall not develop that here.

The Future of Christianity in Contemporary China

Christianity has been spreading in Chinamany levels. The author thinks that “ Christian scholars” will
be an important element in the development of Christianity in China. The metamorphosis from “ cultural
Christians” to “Christian scholars” can give better understanding of the future of Christianity in China. As
for Chinese culture ,the mainstream value of Chinese society is a kind of universal value. The world is the
responsibility of all persons, someone even says that country can decline, but we cannot allow the world to
decline. But in modern history, the world is mostly a nation-state system, so with external pressure from
western world , this universal value in China would shrink to a kind of national culture or nationalism. This
has happened to the Jewish people. [13) In fact,due to the fact that Chinese tradition possesses this universal
characteristic, she is not by nature a kind of nationalism, but is seeking main general principle and
responsibility for all. After the May Fourth Movement,the Chinese people thought that they had found “the
general principle for all” ;meaning “science and democracy”. The reason why Communism was so successful
in China was because the Chinese people had really thought that they have found general principle from
world history. This concept gradually eroded in the later part of the 1980’s,s0 a huge vacuum appeared in
the value system.

The rise of the “Christian scholars” burgeoned on this backdrop, although it is a meeting between the
individual and the Cross,the general background is still the issue of modernity. Behind individual faith it is
still a continuation of the modern fate of the Chinese in modern time, still seeking a form of universal value
under modern conditions. Under this premise, it is not surprising that some “cultural Christians” would
change their minds and go to another direction. The situation of the new generation of “Christian scholars” is
different. Although the gene is still functioning to seek out a kind of universal value, with the reform and
open policy, market economy has finally brought about an individualism which has never been seen in
Chinese history before. This is a huge challenge to modern China,and a response is necessary through a kind
of value system or faith. lack of a mainstream value system,all kinds of value systems and faith systems will
create an environment of competition. Today we can see 3 types of value systems in this competition;

Confucianism , Christianity and Buddhism.

(13)  Ahad Ha-Am,Selected Essays of Ahad Ha-Am,ed. by Leon Simon, Atheneum,1939.
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“Christian scholars” made their choice of Christianity with their keen sensitivity of the modern society.
Christianity has been growing at a furious speed. Firstly it suits the Chinese people’s open-mindedness
towards learning from the West; secondly the value system of Christianity is more adapt to the form of modern
society, especially the Protestant Church; thirdly Christianity has an organized institution that is most
advantageous for the promotion of faith. Of course there are disadvantages to the development of Christianity
in China,in the minds of the Chinese people, it is still an imported religion, secondly some part of basic
doctrine contradicts with Chinese tradition ,for example the concept of death. The earliest Chinese Christian
such as Xu Guangqi expressed confusion regarding the Christian doctrine after his baptism. This problem still
exists amongst the intellectuals in China.

To most people insociety , Confucianism seems to enjoy more popularity, and that is the real reason the
recent surge of enthusiasm towards the studies of Chinese classics. The popularity of Confucianism has its
own advantages :firstly Chinese tradition is very deeply rooted in the Chinese people, secondly its intrinsic
character of universal care is better suited to the psyche of the Chinese. Problems also exist here, modern
society is based on the individual as a unit, and Confucianism is based on the family as a unit n modern
society , the idea of the family as a unit has lost its social coherence,so there was a big gap between ideal and
reality. Secondly, if an ideology does not have the support of an organization, it can easily dissipate.
Communism’s success in China is due to its combat efficiency which is well-supported by its organization. In
traditional China, Confucianism was protected by the systems of private schools, ancestral halls and Imperial
Examinations ,but present enthusiasm towards Confucianism only relies on celebrities television. Thirdly,ever
since the Religious Reformation and Enlightenment, the West has settled the relationship between state and
Church, and the relationship between Confucianism and the State lacks this modern transition, so it dwindles
with traditional politics,its fate in China is difficult to predict.

Buddhism in China was never reallythe mainstream , after all it has two levels,one is the very ingenious
studies which is highly philosophized ,highly elitist,and has a good market among some intellectuals; on the
other level it has adopted the folk religion format, channelling many folk religious elements, and therefore very
well-suited to the grass-root population; no matter from which level, it is not a mainstream social value
system,but has a marginal function in the society.

This is the basic attitude towards the choice of value systems in China nowadays. From the
metamorphosis of “cultural Christians” to “Christian scholars” , we can see that Christianity is gradually
reaching deeper into contemporary Chinese value system,if given more relaxed cultural and spiritual space,
the author believes that “Sino-Christian theology” will bear real fruit on this foundation, and will not lapse

into being a kind of slogan.
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We are now living in a changing world with great challenges. The of the mode of modern production and
the speedy development of modern science and technology , particularly in the area of information technology,
have not only deeply changing the economic, political and social order of the world, but been profoundly
changing values and cultures of our time ;have been not only deeply changing the method of production and
communication of people, but also have been changing lifestyle and values of human being. Therefore,
Beijing Normal University Collaborative Innovation Center for Socialist Core School of Philosophy, Research
Center for Value, Culture and International Society for Value Inquiry jointly organized the International
Philosophical Forum with the theme “Values in a Changing World” from 6 to 7 June 2015 at Beijing Normal
University. There about 100 scholars from home and abroad participate in the conference. They also
discussion on four topics “Philosophy of Value and Dialogue on Values” , “Theories and Practices of Core

”»

Values” , “Values and Traditional Culture” ,Identification and Value Education”.

1. Philosophy of Values and Dialogue on Values

With the development of globalization, conflicts often occur between different countries, nations and
individuals because of. To this end, we need to further study of Axiology, reveal the inner mechanism of
values ,and promote dialogue in order to realize value consensus.

Axiology arose in the middle of the 19th century. Itvalue the core problem of philosophy, its significance
lies in philosophy back to human existence. Professor Cyril Hovorun from Yale University point out that
secularization as separation of from,and/or vice versa,is a key to understand the of values. He conclude two
possibilities of synthesis. One is the re-adoption of the traditional religious patterns to modern society, and

the other is the construction of new pattern. He believes that the is more reasonable, which should be
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acknowledged and respected by both society and hurch. Professor Huang Yusheng from Tsinghua University
a speech on freedom and value. He thinks that freedom is the precondition of all ethical values,which means
that humans necessarily live in the inevitability of being,but to live free. Meanwhile,he agrees that freedom
good and evil. Professor Luca Maria Scrantino from IULM University a presentation on criticizing the concept
of value. He claims that universality as the capacity of articulating diverse systems of ideas,as opposed to a
dogmatic universalism, should be thought as obeisance to a transcendental moral law, not as a system of
shared values or universal ethics.

Values are an important philosophical issue in the field of Axiology. At the seminar, Professor
SunZhengyu from Jilin University discusse three. First,he thinks that truthontology and axiology are unified
from philosophical perspective. In th point of view, he agrees that any social values can to simply be
separated as subjective or objective concept. Secondly,he points out that we should make a new rule the 21"
century’s value from the perspective of human civilization. Thirdly, he emphasizes that we construct the
socialist core values in order to solve real problem from the perspective of practical philosophy. At the same
time , Professor Thomas Magnell from Drew University point out that it’s difficult to determine a duty proper
when values conflict. But we can judge the conflict is of homogeneous values or heterogeneous values. Then
make a duty choice. Professor Gong Qun from Renmin University of China a presentation on the history of
values. He thinks that the tendency of human values is universal respect for people get more and more
recognized , as the power of worship weaken.

The research of axiology and values are not only related to the general problem above ,but also problem
in China. Professor Liu Senlin from Sun Yat-sen University a speech about modern Nihilism. He thinks that
modern Nihilism has three traditional culture to foreign culture ,regard escapist® Anatta” as the highest level
of personal spiritual pursuit,and stick to absolute freedom in the universe. Professor Jia Jianying from Party
School of Shandong Province point out that modern transformation of Chinese society is process of integration
the world of modern civilization , which will lot of Chinese culture risk in the of modernity. So he thinks that
China has to establish some core values which reflect the characteristics of socialist value.

Meanwhile , scholars of values between different from the perspective of world civilization. Professor
Alexander Clumakov from Saint Petersburg State University that modern globalization is most brightly
manifested in culture. And relations between the Christian and Islamic World, between the East and West,
whose value orientations differ significantly, contribut to,and obstacle to the processes of cultural globalization
and civilization development. So he emphasized that dialog of various cultures on the basis of common
civilizational achievements becomes a condition for the survival of the community in modern. Professor CAO
Tianyu from Boston University out that the rapidly accelerated process of globalization bound to give rise to
the dislocation between the newly emergent social-economic situation and the old cultural ideas in integrated
economy. He also analyzed the dialectical relationship between the two value systems,between liberalism and

Marxism.

2. Theory and practice of core values

Core values are the most fundamental and crucial part of national and ethnic value system,support and

influence the judgments of other values. Socialist core values are fundamental ideals, principles and
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standards of socialism,which constitute the essence of socialism and are of important theoretical and practical
significance for contemporary China’s development.

onstruction of socialist core values is a complicated, which requires deep related important issues. By
reflecting on several important problems in the development of modern Chinese history , Professor Li Jingyuan
from the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences argue that if we want to get substantive achievements axiology ,
we should theoretically summarize experiences and lessons of changes core value system since modern times,
accurately grasp the history and basic facts of constrained values and consciously use historical materialism to
push forward the research of value theories. On the basis of analysis of relations between core values with
nationalism , cultural relativism and postmodernism, Professor Feng Ziyi from Peking University argue that
carry forward and cultivat the Chinese nation spirit break through national vision avoid cultural relativism.
Professor Wu Xiangdong from Beijing Normal University that as the self-understanding and self-construction
of socialism with Chinese characteristics, the socialist core values lead and build the value order of modern
China,hence, they are the core of soft power Chinese culture. The most important task of fostering and
practicing socialist core values is to integrate them into the building of national governance capacity. On the
other hand, it is also important for us to deal with the relation socialist core values Chinese culture.

Construction of socialist core values not only needs to deal with related important issues, but also should
be based on the reality of contemporary China its theoretical significance and practical requirements.
Professor Wu Xiaoming from Fudan University that the most impressi and important task we are facing is the
reconstruction of contemporary Chinese spirit. The development of contemporary China cannot be assimilated
modern capitalist civilization system. The possibility of China’s development path from. Therefore, the
reconstruction of contemporary Chinese spirit new forms of philosophy. Chinese philosophy, Western
philosophy and Marxist philosophy constitute the three intellectual resources of th reconstruction. Professor
Sun Zhanyuan from the Party School of Shandong Province Party explain the significance of construction of
socialist core values the angle of national rejuvenation of the Chinese dream. He thinks that national
rejuvenation path and the realization of the national goal of China’s modernization and socialist core values
are the unification of internal logic. So fostering and practicing socialist core values will provide spiritual
motivation for realization of national prosperity, national rejuvenation and people’s happiness. Professor Liu
Jintian from the Northwest University of Political Science and Law argue that socialist core values are the
legitimate foundation of the construction of the modern country. The stratification of core values the country
possess autonomy , independence limitation , which the modern self-consciousness of the .

In addition to being based on the reality contemporary China,the participants reflect the core values
from different perspectives. Professor Vincent Shen from the University of Toronto explain the rapid
development of science and technology the perspective of moral practice. He thinks that the autonomous and
systematic character of advanced technology in rapid development could be seen as result from profound
dynamism of human nature. The human should be considered as the foundation of all moral life,we derive
core moral values such as love and moral justice. Professor Hans-Peter Gro ? hans from the University of
Munster discusse the core values a European perspective. He thinks that many European countries and
regions advancing education in values the same contemporary China is education of socialist core values.
When he talks about attitudes of many KEuropean countries and regions towards the severe conflict in
Ukraine ,many scholars discuss European scholars hope for changes in values, others want to avoid them.

Professor Paulos Huang from Beijing Normal University and the University of Helsinki reflect the socialist
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core values in light of Christianity ,and he that Christianity has important significance to the construction of
the 12 socialist core values.

Furthermore , the participants suggest the core values from the perspective of normativity. Professor Yan
Mengwei from Nankai University point out that the answers to why we need core values often ignore the
important significance of core values to our institutional construction of social order, so it is necessary to
understand the meaning of socialist core the normative structure. He th core values as a kind of “collective
consciousness” of great importance in the formation of normative structure of our socialist society through the
analysis of “Emile Durkheim problem” —how to form collective consciousness that ha spiritual cohesion in a
highly specialized and heterogeneous modern society. By construing the history of thought, associate professor
Song Youwen from Renmin University China modern values based on freedom and of universal significance.
In this context, justice and normative problems become the first priority of modern society. Therefore, our

current value consensus and social norms.

3. Values and Traditional Cultures

The formation of values is a historical process, carrying elements of traditional culture. To build
advanced values in keeping with the development of the time,we should reconsider the issues of astern and
estern traditional culture and better understand the theory of Marxism.

culture and values arousedgeneral interest during the meeting. HanZhen, professor Beijing Foreign
Language University that Harmony is the key value with Chinese characteristics, and it changes with times.
At the same time , Harmony has a common meaning in the world and more profound than the western concept
“human rights”. Zhang Shuguang, professor Beijing Normal University,the dialogue and tension between ast
and t from the “Benevolence (ren) and freedom”. He pointed that “Benevolence (ren)” had three
meanings in Chinese culture ; rethinking and self-, consciousness and morality ,and loving others. Only in the
third meaning, was equal to freedom. Professor Xu Keqgian from Nanjing Normal University considers the
value of human dignity be greatly emphasized as an important component of basic human right since the
Enlightenment-era. Confucian “1i” had designed a whole set of regulations and norms to maintain dignity of
different people under different situations. Professor Li Xiangjun from Beijing Normal explain th traditional
Confucian values from the view of family. He insisted that Confucianism complied with the traditional
Chinese national conditions of familyoriented standard.. Professor Zhang Weiwen that Chinese traditional
philosophy stands its ground that nature and human are unified, and the is self-transcendence. This is the
most basic feature of Chinese traditional value philosophy. Confucianism and Daoism are two different
theoretical formations both root in Chinese native culture, which constitutes the two important pillars of
Chinese traditional philosophy. Their interpretations of the realization of individual value differ from each
other. Nevertheless,both undoubtedly influenced the development of value.

the issue of values and western culture, the scholars explained the concept and method in western
ethics,, comparing Chinese and Western traditional culture values. Professor John Hacker-Wright, University
of Guelph,says that virtue ethics tak as central normative notion the idea of a good person, and this was
thought of as someone who possessed character traits such as courage, justice, and temperance, which are

moral virtues. Supakwadee Amataykul, professor Italia National Research Center, offers a reconstruction of
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Descartes’ theory of the emotions and argues Descartes proposed ‘ generosity’ as the master virtue to help
humans manage and control their desires so that they can achieve the highest level of happiness which
transcends the unpredictability and arbitrariness of fate. Professor HuangYong, he Chinese University of
Hong Kong, discusse the naturalistic attempt to derive ought from is by contemporary Aristotelian virtue
ethicists,and argue that, while such an attempt proceeded in the right direction, its conception of human
nature ,used as the is statement from which the ought statement is to be derived,is problematic. He examine
Zhu Xi’s neo-Confucian attempt to derive ought from and argued that neo-Confucian derivation is more
promising. Tian Haipin, Southeast University, that the estern discourse system can’ t represent Chinese
Bioethics precisely. The epistemological tenor in morphology of Chinese Bioethics constitutes three
dimensions ; historical , logical and pragmatic. Its root in establishing an epistemological paradigm of moral
morphology.

In view of Marxis philosophy special position in China and Chinese strong demand for justice, the
scholars justice from Marxis point. Professor Wang Nanshi from Nankai University point that it is possible to
construct Marx theory of ustice. The reasons included ; Materialism left space for initiative ; Socialism had the
conditions of justice ; The principle of free ownership corresponded to distribution according to work ,and the
principle of self-realization corresponded to distribution according to need. Professor Ma Junfeng from
Renmin University that justice and view of justice to the category of value,. Marxis xiology which insists on
the principle of unification between theory and practice provides us important theoretical base and
methodology the proper understanding of Marxism on justice and analy the relation system and justice. Zang
Fengyu, assistant professor of Renmin University that new Hegelian Marxists” historical analysis and analytical
Marxists’ moral argumentation separately come from historical inevitability and moral validity , which Marx’s
historical materialist foundation and moral dimension of Marx’s theory of ustice. Learning from the rational
connotation of the above-mentioned two kinds of thinking, exploring moral argument approach based on
historical inevitability, and constructing Marxist theory of consistent with Chinese conditions and Chinese
cultural character and making it from ideal to reality,are the actual to deepen comprehensive reform. It can
be seen that promoting modern transformation of Chinese traditional view of justice, clarifying Chinese context
of Marxist theory of social justice, perfecting system social justice, every member society feel the
enlightenment of justice are not only inevitable choices constructing socialist harmonious society, but also

spirit signposts that cannot be exceeded for the achievement of ideal society in the future.

4. Value Identification and Value Education

Value identity may be cause of value conflict, may also be the basis of value consensus. Therefore,
facing the problem of values in the changing world, it is necessary for us to further study the problem of value
identity. Meanwhile ,the implementation of value education is to a certain extent to achieve the core value of
identity.

Value identity the individual’s recognition and acceptance of a particular culture, spirit and values. In
this process, the individual’s cognition, psychology and personality factors play an important role. Professor
Lydia Amir from the College of Management Academic Studies put forward the concept of sense of the

meeting. In his opinion, in various cultures, Eastern and Western alike, sense of proportion has been
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recognized as a necessary component of our survival, an essential element of human truth and justice, a
condition for our psychological and ethical well-being, and a parameter of aesthetic enjoyment. In other
words, this kind of sense affects the formation of people’s value identity. He further pointed out that a sense
of humor is the only systematic tool to develop sense of proportion. Professor Dariush M Doust from Beijing
ormal niversity “Solidarity” as a Pragmatic Term. e thinks that,solidarity becomes a pivotal notion in times
of upheaval and rapid change ,because we need to reflect upon and re-define the way we relate to others,to
understand how this “we” was constructed and what may secure its continuity through all challenges imposed
by a shifting and unstable environment. Professor Dan Brudney from the niversity of examine the role of a
conception of the person in John Rawls’s work and put forward conception that differs from Rawls’ but yields
similar principles of distribution. Meanwhile ,this new conception can lay the foundation for discussing how to
form a good citizen in modern democra.

Value education plays an important role in realizing people’s development and reaching a consensus on
some kind of value. Cora Toralba from Asia Pacific that human development is both a process and a result,
and liberal education plays a key role to integral human development. A person educated in the liberal
education tradition would then be capable of grasping the present problems, project them to the future, and
come up with solutions worthy of a human being, who is seen not only for his functional value but for what he
truly is and what he really needs. Professor Wang Lv from Beijing ormal niversity systematically the ontology
basis of value education. She thinks that there is an “ontological logic” human being characterized value-
autonomy and educational self-consciousness, that is to say, the being of mankind is internally and
substantially connected with value-education : value-education originated from the being of mankind,and the
development of man is achieved through value-education. Value-education can transform the natural,
individual life of human being into cultural life thanks to the self-aware, diversified unfinished feature of the
being of mankind. Professor Hortensia Cuéllar from Mexico igher ocational ollege that uman dignity is rooted
in respect for,regardless of their origin, color, religion ,wealth , health , gender, etc. and the value of education
is that by implementing this kind of human dignity finally realize the all-round development of human beings.

Value identity not only associated with individual intrinsic education,but also related to such factors as
politic , economic, science and technology. Professor Han Dong-ping from Huazhong niversity of cience and
echnology that the value of human beings have reached a consensus all have limitations. He believes that
value identity or value consensus in public affairs can only be the political way, namely with public rational
discussion and a combination of established democratic choices to establish relevant social ultimate value
consensus or identity, and logically launch various specific value consensus of public affairs. Professor Lu
Feng from Tsinghua insist happiness not only relate to individual’s income, but also has relationship with
human virtue boundary or inner life by analyzing Charlie Layard’s theory of happiness. Professor Su Yu-from
Shanxi rovincial arty ommittee chool that big data technology not only led to new technological changes,but
also caused the transformation of social governance value. The meaning of an inquiry into value identity on
the basis of social governance with big data technology to accelerate the openness of public data,to inspire
the initiative of using big data as a tool of social governance and to improve the collaboration in social
governance to different subjects, which fully show the value of social governance based on big data
technology.

,the president of International Society for Value Inquiry professor Wu Xiangdong from Beijing Normal

University , former president professor John Abbarno from D’ Youville University and professor Jiang Chang
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from Hubei University all point out that although the question at the meeting than the answers provided, it has
prove that it is necessary for us to continue to push forward the international value research, and it is
necessary to continue to strengthen dialogue and exchange of values under different cultural background.
Only in this way can we understand ourselves and face the challenges of global value for human beings in a

changing world.
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Footnote Format and Requirements

— . E ] General Principles

1SR BUT (), WSCE = RAMUOmTE

Use continuous footnotes from the start to the end of your article.

2 I OL SIS SCCIR A BATI A EESC, TE A7 78

Use original literature when the reference is in a language other than the article, a translation of the citation is
not required.

3 SCEESUR A S I S5 30K .

Independent bibliography is not required.

4 FT5 1 BORE SRR 55 R HLAE HER LV

Please use authentic,accurate,and standard literature references.

5 AEDUETE F LA SO

We use English as an example of all the non — Chinese languages.

Z .M Detailed Rules

1. &2 Monograph ;

% Huang Baoluo , { I iE2# AR 4H 24 ) Hanyu xueshu shenxue [ Sino-Christian Academic Theology ] , (It
T Beijing : 52 Ak H R AL Zongjiao wenhua chubanshe [ Religion and Culture Press ] ,2008) ,155-159
Paulos Huang, Confronting Confucian Understandings of the Christian Doctrine of Salvation; A Systematic

Theological Analysis of the Basic Problems in the Confucian — Christian Dialogue, ( Leiden & Boston; Brill,
2009) ,88-89.

2. 452 Compiled works:
B Luo Mingjia, #% £ % Huang Baoluo 4, { 3£& =2 5 v E k) Jiduzongjiao yu zhongguo
wenhua [ Christianity and Chinese Culture ], (4t 5% Beijing: Hf B+ Fl% H ittt Zhongguo shehui kexue
chubanshe [ Chinese Social Sciences Press ] ,2004) ,155.

Miikka Ruokanen & Paulos Huang, eds. , Christianity and Chinese Culiure, ( Grand Rapids &
Cambridge ; Eerdmans,2010) ,3.
3 .i¥ 3% Translated literature .
ZTE - BE5 /R Maike Agaier, { 5230 B2 ) Zongjiao xinlixue [ Religious Psychology |, [ J% Chen Biao
%, (b3 Beijing: W E AR KFH A Zhongguo renmin chubanshe [ The Press of Renmin University of
China]) ,2005,30.,

Fung Yulan, A History of Chinese Philosophy,tr. by Derk Bodde, ( Princeton; Princeton University
Press,1952) ,150.
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4. 5p 2 FE S| Az E # Chinese literature in non — Chinese articles
Liang Qichao, Gushu zhenwei jiqi niandai [ The Genuinity of Chinese Ancient Books and their Dates ],
(Shanghai: Shangwu yinshuguan [ The Commercial Press],1923), 20.

5. 3 E PR CE Articles in collections :
5K A5 Zhang Min , (BB GE B 3N Rl ——WVLIR N 22 4]) Jidutu shenfen renting
[ The Personal Identity of Christians | , 5k Zhang Jing 3= 4% : { S AFIAFE W& A B S ) Shenfen
renting yanjiu ; guannian, taidu, liju [ A Study on Personal Identity |, ( 7 Shanghai: |7 A\ B H bR #t
Shanghai renmin chubanshe [ Shanghai People’s Publishing House | ,2006) ,101-105,

Zhuo Xinping, “ Comprehensive Theology: An Attempt to Combine Christianity with Chinese Culture,”

Zhejiang Wenzhou anli

in Miikka Ruokanen & Paulos Huang,eds. , Christianity and Chinese Culture, ( Grand Rapids & Cambridge ;
Eerdmans,2010) ,185-192.

6. LK P HYSLE Articles in newspapers :
HELL Cao Shuhong, (F M Z ik 2835 2 A7T— LI b 0 <5 06 B 25 2% T 18 25 2 0 AT D4 A7 42 55
Xinyang zhi lii, Cishan zhi xing
[ The Trip of Faith and the Travel of Charity |, { 1 [E R % # ) Zhongguo minzubao [ The Newspaper of
Chinese Ethnic Minorities | (2011 458 H 23 H),%5 5 il

David E. Sanger," U.S. and Seoul Try to Ease Rift on Talks with the North," New York Times, (11
June ,2005).
7. BT h Y322 Articles in journals:
Z=H B Li Chichang , { 5 SCAS [57) 332 95 1% < B 2K A B 3B E Z E 9T ) Kuawenben yuedu celue: Mingmo
Zhongguo jidutu zhuzuo yanjiu [ The Strategy of Readings in Chinese Christian Writings ] , { 3£ 2 30k 2#
TiI) Jidujiao wenhua xuekan [ Journal of Christian Culture] ,No. 10, (Jt5% Beijing: v [E A R K- H ok
Zhongguo renmin daxeu chubanshe [ The Press of Renmin University of China],2003) ,168.

Shanghai Fochansi Juequn ciai gongdehui canfangtuan Xizang xing jishi

J. R. Carrette," Religion and Mestrovic’s Postemotional Society: The Manufacturing of Religious
Emotion," Religion,vol. 34,(2004), 271.
8. £1i%i£ 3 Conference papers:
MIifE4E Tian Haihua, (OUETRSE A9 37« DL JUHE 20 BB B #0012 B 0 19]) Hanyu yujing zhong de

’shijie” : Yi shijiu shiji jiduxinjiao de quanshi wei li [ The Ten Commandments in the Chinese Context ], “%f

P HCS  E S S0 EPRAEE 2= E BT 47 Disijie © Jidujiao yu Zhongguo shehui wenhua’
guoji qingnian xuezhe yantaohui [ The Fourth International Young Scholar Conference on Christianity and
Chinese Social Culture | , (75 Xianggang, 7 #k 3L K2 Xianggang zhongwen daxue [ Chinese University
of Hong Kong],2008 4£12 H 5-9 H),3,

John Barwick, “Liu Tingfang, Chinese Protestant Elites, and the Quest for Modernity in Repu Xinping
Republican China” ,presented in “The 4th International Young Scholars’ Symposium on * Christianity and
Chinese Society and Culture’,” ( Hong Kong: The Chinese University of Hong Kong,5 — 9 December,
2008).

9 =it 3L Dissertations:
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X Liu Jiafeng , { /7 [ FB L £ MR IZ s HT5T (1907—1950) ) Zhongguo jidujiao xiangcun jianshe
yundong yanjiu [ A Study on the Movement of Chinese Christian Countryside Construction ], ( &;7{ Wuhan .
AE R YE K24 18118 3¢ Huazhong shifan daxue boshi lunwen [ Ph. D. dissertation in Central China Normal
University ] ,2001) ,55,

Nathan C. Faries, The Narratives of Contemporary Chinese Christianity, ( The Pennsylvania State
University , PhD dissertation,2005) ,22.

10. B BL 3% 12 Internet source :
http ://www. leeds. ac. uk/polis/englishschool/wilson03. doc ,2005 — 03 -27.

11. £ 5| B Consecutively repeated citations
[l 45,55 19 i,
Ibid. ,pp. 73-75.

12. $:5| Quotation from a secondary source :
B Ry RIEARY 2 B Xinjiang dang” anguan dang’ an zheng 2 —5 —140 [ Xinjiang Archives . Politics | , %%
gl AP - Je W.#& Mulati Heiniyati: { W {1 18 /R Fm M A% 2 ] @ 4% 7 S8 %) Kashigeer Ruidian
chuanjiaotuan jiantang lishikao [ A Study on the Hisotry of Church Establishment in Kashgar by Sweden
Missionaries | , { 3T i& . = 8} %% ) Xinjiang shehui kexue [ Social Sciences in Xinjiang |, ( & & K 5%
Wumumuqi ;2002 4F55 3 #]) ,64-65

Stanley A. Erickson," Economic and Technological Trend Affecting Nuclear Nonproliferation," The
Nonproliferation Review,vol. 8,no.2,2001,p. 43, quoted from Michael Wesley," It’s Time to Scrap the
NPT," Australian Journal of International Affairs,vol. 59 ,no. 3, (September 2005) ,292.

13. £ A\ ¥ Z 5% Writing of Chinese personal names ;

WRAE NS S S04 5, 3P S0 )7 A Rtk J5 , U0 : Paulos Huang; 75 B S0 445, 34 v [ 97 =ik
B4 )5 , U0 : Zhuo Xinping 25 If a Chinese person uses the Westernized first name , his name can be written
in this way: Paulos Huang; but if he ONLY uses the Chinese name,it must be written in the Chinese way,

for instance : Zhuo Xinping, etc.

14. E4b Others:

b4 Hh 7 R R L ZE 514> Hebei sheng difangzhi bianzhuan weiyuanhui [ The Editorial Committee of Hebei
Provincial Chorography | % : (Ji[db & & + %% ) Hebei sheng zhi . Zongjiaozhi [ Hebei Provincial
Chorography . Religions |, (4t 5t Beijing: H [E 45 §% 1 il 1. Zhongguo shuji chubanshe [ Chinese Books
Publishing House ] ,1995) ,224.

U.S. Agency for International Development, Foreign Aid in the National Interest, ( Washington,D. C. ,
2002),1.
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