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be holy yourselves in all your conduct ;16 since it is written, “ You shall be holy,for I am holy. ” 17 And if
you invoke as Father him who judges each one impartially according to his deeds, conduct yourselves with
fear throughout the time of your exile. 18 You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited
from your fathers,not with perishable things such as silver or gold,19 but with the precious blood of Christ,
like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.

SIS AN BON RSO, A N 28 0] 225 MR 25 VR SR B SOAI S R LA 287
B I/ Session IV A 3£ W% Saintliness) , -t 1] 2 W [H 438 14

(14)  FS}E WANG Danming, R g SU Jianan, “ 75 P4 7 5 M 2 M 2352 2 DU & WS SR AL G i AR A K% " Dongxifang zongjiao
jingdian huidu zhi si Shengxian :Zongjiao chuantong de lixiang renge [ The Fourth Scriptural Reasoning between Eastern and Western Religious
Scriptures Sage and Goodness ; The Ideal Personality of Religious Traditions ] , { # [#] F %4l ) Zhongguo minzu bao [ Chinese Ethnic News ] ,2015
05 H 19 H, http://www. mzb. com. cn/html/report/1505240580-1. htm.
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English Title .
Practice of Scriptural Reasoning in China: Analysis of the Experiment of Interreligious
Dialogue between the Six Religions of China,2014—2015

LI Huawei

Ph. D. , Associate Research Fellow, Institute of World Religions, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Jianguo men nei dajie,

No. 5,100732 Beijing, China. Email :lihuawei66@ 126. com, Tel : -86-137-1817-6201.

Abstract ; Scriptural Reasoning ( SR) is an intensively discussed new method of interreligious
dialogue. SR has during the past two decades gained wide acceptance among Jews, Christians, and
Muslims , and is rapidly gaining attention all over the world. SR as interfaith dialogue between the
Abrahamic religions which emerged in the US and Britain in the early 1990s and has been further
developed mainly by the Universities of Cambridge and Virginia. During the past years, Chinese
scholars have shown increasing interest in SR. It is commonly believed that SR could be extended to
include the traditional Chinese religions.

The first experiment of SR in China was carried out in Beijing from Dec. 2014 to Sept. 2015
as a co-operation between Minzu University of China and University of Helsinki. Prof. You Bin and
Prof. Miikka Ruokanen were the moderators of the experiment. There were two SR groups meeting
simultaneously at the Minzu University once a month, ten times, each time for three hours. The
participants of our SR groups were self — declared followers of a faith tradition. We included the six
main faiths of China; Taoism, Confucianism, Buddhism, Islam, Catholicism, and Protestantism. The
members of the first group were scholars of the six religions,and members of the second group were
young students representing the six faith traditions. The topics of each session were decided by the
participants of the SR groups; Why does the universe exist?,The problem of poverty, The problem of
suffering and evil, The role of women in religion and society, What is a good society?, What is
saintliness? , Our responsibility for the environment, What is death?,etc. During the weeks before a
meeting ,each member of the SR groups chose a passage from the sacred texts of her/his tradition
and prepared a short written commentary on that for discussion in the group. The basic results of the
investigation were rather similar in the two groups;The participants of the groups thought that SR is
a good method of interfaith encounter, because it challenges us both to understand one’s own
religious tradition more deeply and, at the same time, to understand more clearly the authentic
teachings of the other faith traditions. They expressed that this experience clearly increased their
ability not only to tolerate,but find interest in, learning wisdom from other scriptural traditions. Most
of the members felt that other participants were carefully listening to them and were keen to learn the
views of other traditions.

Moreover,the participants felt that SR gives a clear purpose and structure for interreligious
dialogue ; it is non-elitist, it offers equal opportunity for each member actively to participate in
discussion. SR fits equally for scholars and for ordinary believers, women,men,and young persons.
The participants maintained that this SR experience has motivated them to think how concretely to
foster moral education in their faith communities in order to strengthen civil society. Special interest
was shown in cooperation through religious charities for the welfare of the people,for the equality of
women and men,and for environmental protection.
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Already now it is justified to say that SR seems to fit well to be a method of interfaith dialogue
between the main faith traditions of China. We can expand discussion on the canonical texts of the
Abrahamic religions to include the sacred texts of the Chinese traditions. The ten — month
experiment offers a solid foundation and a very positive prospect for Chinese interfaith engagement.

Key terms: Scriptural Reasoning, intertextual reading of sacred scriptures,interreligious dialogue,
Chinese religions , moral responsibility of the followers of the faith traditions
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