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1. Introduction

The relation between contemplation of divine truths and acting in the world has been one of the central
questions of Christian spirituality-and actually it is much discussed today as well. It is the Christian version
of the problem concerning the classical differentiation between theory and praxis. Both the Greek term
theoria and the Latin term contemplatio refer to certain kind of regarding or seeing of the basic reality or the
essential truths. Praxis or vita activa was often understood as preparing and cleaning oneself for
contemplation. In the Augustinian tradition both belong to the Christian life, but in spite of the efforts to
combine them in an unity, there is certain tension between them.(!]) Contemplation is directed upwards to
God and active life moves downwards to the world. Especially dangerous is to dwell too much in active life
because then one may forget the proper aim of human life.

Martin Luther has not been usually combined with any tradition ofactive and contemplative life. He is
better known by his criticism of both of them. As for example Oswald Bayer has noticed, Luther seems to

abandon the whole idea of Christian life consisting of active and contemplative aspects. According to Bayer

[ 1) See,for example, Radler Charlotte Radler, “ Actio et Contemplatio/Action and Contemplation” in A. Hollywood, P. Z. Beckman
(ed. ) ,The Cambridge Companion to Christian Mysticism. (2012 Cambridge : Cambridge University Press) ,213-215.



Luther replaces this view with his view of vita passiva. The passive life means patient receiving of God’s
works. It is a state of mind where the believer does not act him/herself but let God do his work in him or
her.L2]) This view has, however, been recently criticized by Stoellger who says, that in spite of criticism
Luther does not consider vita activa contradictory to vita passiva.(3)

Awell-known scheme of the Christian meditative life where contemplation is the aim and the highest
level stems from Gregory the Great. In his Homilies on Ezekiel St. Gregory has provided the classic
definition of the two lives: “The contemplative life is:to retain indeed with all one’s mind the love of God and
neighbor but to rest from exterior action,and cleave only to the desire of the Maker,that the mind may now
take no pleasure in doing anything,but having spurned all cares,may be aglow to see the face of its Creator:
so that it already knows how to bear with sorrow the burden of the corruptible flesh and will all its desires to
seek to join the hymn-signing choirs of angels, to mingle with the heavenly citizens and to rejoice in its
everlasting incorruption in the sight of God.(*) The purpose of withdrawal from exterior action is to
concentrate the mind on the love of God and neighbor and thus come to see God face to face. (5] The
contemplative life is also characterized by the desire to get from corruptible flesh to incorruption in the
everlasting sight of God.

The active life St. Gregory has defined in a practical way: It is “to give bread to the hungry,to teach the
ignorant the word of wisdom,to correct the erring, to recall to the path of humility our neighbor when he
waxes proud, to tend the sick,to dispense to all what they need and to provide those entrusted to us with the
means of subsistence”.(¢)

The relationship between the two lives St. Gregory describes by stating that the contemplation only
begins in this life whereas the active life can be fully laid hold of. Therefore the active life ceases with the
present world, but the contemplative life begins here, that it may be perfected in the heavenly country,
because the fire of love which begins to burn here,will blaze up the more when it sees Him whom it loves.
He explains the relationship with the story of Lea and Rachel,the two wives of Jacob.

Rachel who was beautiful but sterile illustrates the contemplative life. It is lovely in the mind, but
because it longs to rest in silence, it does not generate sons by preaching. It sees but brings not forth,
because while it loves the pursuit of its quiet, it is less inflamed in gathering others;and what it sees within it
is unable to open out to others by preaching. Lea,on the other hand,was dim-eyed but fruitful because of the
active life. While occupied in work ,it sees less:but while now by word,now by example it incites others to
imitate itself, it generates many children in its good work. Even though it is not able to stretch the mind in

contemplation , yet from the fact that it acts exteriorly, it is able to beget followers. The active life is lived

(2] Oswald Bayer, Theologie. Handbuch systematischer Theologie 1. (1996, Giitersloh : Giitersloher Verlagshaus) ,42-49.

(3) Philipp Stoellger, Passivit? t aus Passion. Zur Problemgeschichte einer categoria non grata”. Hermeneutische Untersuchungen zur
Theologie 56. (2010, Tiibingen;: Mohr Siebeck ) ,302.

(4] The English translation follows Butler, quoted by Green 2007 , The Latin source is Corpus Christianorum ; Series latine, cxlii, Gregorius
Magnus , Homiliae in Hiezechihilem prophetam ( Turnholti 1971).

(5] Green (2007,35) summarizes the purpose of contemplative life similarly except by speaking about* withdrawal from the world”. To
my understanding this does not express St. Gregory’s view exactly. Through the love of neighbor there is an inner relation to the world even
though exterior action has ceased.

(6) John D. Green,Augustinianism. Studies in the Process of Spiritual Transvaluation (2007 Leuven;Dudley,MA. Peeters Publishers) ,36.
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first , that afterwards the contemplative life may be attained to.

In themiddle Ages the idea of contemplative life was developed for example by Guigo 11 the Carthusian.
For him it contains four levels;lectio, meditatio, oratio, and contemplatio. Lectio means careful study of the
Scriptures with the soul’s intention. Meditation is a laborious activity of the soul studying the secrets of truth
in the leading of reason. In oration a pious soul is directed to God in order to avoid evil and to reach the
good. Contemplation means here the soul’s ascension to God and the tasting of sweetness of the eternal joy.
For Guigo the three first levels can be practiced by human soul whereas the contemplation as the aim of
spiritual life depends on God’s grace. This scheme was the basis of practically all medieval forms of spiritual

life even though many variations of it were in use. (7)

2. Luther on contemplation

Luther has given a scheme of spiritual life as well, but it differs clearly from the one presented by
Guigo. Luther’s famous formula consists of oratio, meditatio, and tentatio. So the Reformer seems to
substitute the traditional ways of understanding Christian spiritual life by a formula which leaves the
contemplation away. Martin Nicol argues in his study on Luther’s view of meditation that in Luther’s
conception of spiritual exercises the tentatio replaces the contemplation.(3J Luther translates tentatio with the
German term “ Anfechtung” , which primary meaning is anxiety, but many English translations have chosen
the term temptation. However, even though Luther conception of tentatio contains both aspects, it does not
refer only to the emotion of anxiety or to the situation of temptation. He describes it as the proof stone which
teaches the Christian not only to know and understand but also to experience how correct and truthful as well
as how gracious, delightful and consoling God’s word is.() According to Nicol the anxiety concerns the
whole human being with her intellect and emotion so that she is both seized and attacked. Anxiety leads thus
to a situation where one’s whole existence is threatened. There God’s word reaches and touches her. Nicol’s
interpretation may well follow more the modern existentialist thought than Luther’s own intentions, but even
though tentatio perhaps does not always threaten the whole existence of the believer, it contains both
understanding and experiencing the nature and impact of God’s word in a situation where a human being
needs consolation, support, and peace.

It is true that in Luther’s viewthe Christian way of life was misunderstood when contemplation was placed
as the aim of Christian life. His criticism is directed towards the monastic ideal of contemplative life as well
as to a certain way to differentiate between it and active life. Here we can’t handle the theme how accurate
Luther’s criticism was. We concentrate first to the question, does Luther’s scheme oratio-meditatio-tentatio
leave room for contemplation. This is justified, first because Luther’s criticism of the ideal of contemplative

life does not inevitably lead to the rejection of all contemplation,and second , because Luther explicitly refers

(7] Martin Nicol, Meditation bei Luther (1991,G? ttingen:Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht) ,19,91.

(8] Nicol 1991,94.

[9) WA (Martin Luther, D. Martin Luthers Werke. Kritische Gesamtausgabe, Weimarer Ausgabe, Bd. 1-80, Weimar; Hermann Bihlau
und Nachfolger 1883 —2009. Weimar) 50:660,1-4 :Nicol 1991,92.



also to a correct understanding of contemplation.

Lutherdoes not use the term contemplation very often but this does not exclude the notion of seeing of
God from his understanding of theology and spiritual life. He often discusses the true seeing of God in the
contexts where he criticizes “speculative” theology. By “speculation” Luther means the human efforts with
the natural rational capacities to reach and know God’s essence. One example of such critics is his letter of
spiritual guidance from 1519 There he writes that one who wants to think and speculate about God in a
salutary manner has to begin with Christ’s humanity and dwell imaginatively (sibi praefigat) on him nursing
at the breast or in his sufferings,until his sweetness softens one’s heart. Then one shouldn’t remain there but
penetrate more deeply and consider how he does these actions not by his own but by the Father’s will. Then
the Father’s most sweet will begin to please her,as the Father displays it in Christ’s humanity. (1%} According
to Jared Wicks Luther describes here the spiritual movement through Christ to laying hold of the Father’s
loving will as revealed to us.(!!)

For Luther the spiritual movement begins by seeing or contemplating the Word of God or the Son of God
as a human being. The contemplation takes place by setting in front of oneself the human life of Christ.
Luther speaks also elsewhere about drawing the image of Christ in one’s heart. This idea is central for Luther
when he criticizes the monastic model of contemplative life and presents his own understanding of
contemplation. One of the important texts concerning this question is included in Luther Lectures on Isaiah
(1527—1530).112) He tells there that he often advises the young theologians that they must so study the
Holy Scriptures that they refrain from investigating the Divine Majesty and His terrible works. He admits that
some people-like the sectarians-may meet the naked Majesty of God for a while. But actually they weave then
their own phantasies about God. Consequently, they can for a while reach out for the godhead they have
invented for themselves. For Luther,however,this is not the way God wants people to learn to know him. It
is therefore impossible to associate directly by human reason with God’s naked Godhead. So those who
speculate about the majesty are crushed and led to despair by the Devil. The reason for this is that they are
looking for answers of a kind that they cannot know,such as for the question: Why did God condemn Judas
but spare Peter?

In Luther’s view God’s way to keep us from striving to contemplate God in his essence is His coming into
the flesh and presenting the flesh to us. In the humanity of Christ we may then contemplate the bodily
present God. The biblical basis for this view is John 149 where Christ says to Philip who was contemplating

Him:“He,who has seen me, has seen the Father. ” This is the ground for Luther’s view that it is foolish to

(10) WA Br1,328,45-329,57.“Et is est unicus & solus modus cognoscendi Dei,a quo longe receserunt Doctores sententiarum, qui in
absolutas divinitatis speculationes irrepserunt, omissa Christi humanitate,, Et ideo magnitudine potentie, Maie statis, sapientie eius non potest
subsistere anima--+ Ideo repeto itermque monebo: quicunque velit salubriter de Deo cogitare aut speculari, prorsus omnia postponat praeter
humanitatem Christi. Hanc autem vel sugentem vel patientem sibi preafigat,donec dulcescat eius benignitas. Tunc ibi non istat,Sed penetret ac
cogitet : Ecce non sua, Sed Dei patris voluntate hec & hec facit. Ibiincipit placer suavissima voluntas patris, quam in humanitate Christi ostedit (et
isipsum iam est trahere & dare patris). Hac voluntate Deus pater secure potest apprehendi & cum fiducia:--” The English translation is from
Wicks 1983 ,123.

(11) Jared S.J. Wicks,Luther and His Spiritual Legacy (1983, Wilmington, Delaware : Michael Glazier, Inc. ) ,123.

(12) I use the English translation in Luther’s Works Vol. 16,but instead of changing terms as it does I use the word “contemplate” and its

forms always when Luther does so.
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consider the flesh useless for believers. For him the case is other way round: God is of no avail without the
flesh: “No God will benefit humans except the God who sucked the virgin’s breasts. ” Luther exhorts to fix
eyes on this kind of God. It is impossible to comprehend God in himself,but in Christ one sees nothing but
God’s all good qualities and works ; sweetness , humanity , gentleness, clemency — in short, the forgiveness of
sins and all merey.

Luther says also that when one has the true faith that in Christ she has her Savior, she sees immediately
the merciful God. The faith leads one up and opens God’s heart and will where one sees nothing but
overwhelming grace and love. But one who sees God as wrathful does not see him properly but only a veil or
mask or a dim cloud in front of his face. When she in contrast sees through faith God’s fatherly and friendly
heart ,there is neither wrath nor mercilessness. Only by faith one sees the face of God. Seeing God’s face
means knowing God properly as merciful and righteous (fromm) Father. From the graceful heavenly Father a
human being may wish everything good but this happens only by faith in Christ. Luther criticizes also here
the “dreams of the monks” , who sit in their cells, turn their thoughts to heaven and lead a contemplative life.
However,God has not yet been seen when one has climbed in heaven with one’s thoughts. Again Luther
emphasizes the opposition between the human efforts to see God by rational means, and beholding Him by
faith in Christ as Redeemer. (13J

Luther thus rejects the contemplation of God inHis essence or majesty , but recommends contemplation of
the incarnated God,that is,the God who is dwelling in the human flesh. “Flesh” does not refer here only to
the human body but to the whole humanity which can be observed in Christ. When contemplation begins by
the humanity of Christ, it reveals the goodness of God as well. But if one tries to contemplate God’s essence
directly, he finds the frightening Majesty.

When Luther says that it is impossible to grasp God’s natureas such , he refers primarily to a false method
of approaching God. On the other hand it is not possible to trust in God if we do not know his heart like a
human does not trust another human being if he does not know the other well. For Luther this apparent
contradiction can be solved:if one begins with the despised form of Christ,he may eventually see what is in
God’s secret will. And when he knows God’s heart,he may easily and joyfully trust in God.

What is,then,the place of the contemplation of the divinity that dwells bodily in Christ? The incarnation
of Christ calls first powerfully away from speculating about the divinity. But the flesh of Christ,which is like
ours, does not strike him down who contemplates it. Luther explains that a human in tentatio either will not
know God or his knowledge will not give him hope and deliverance from tentatio. However, Christ is useful to
humans for all things and trough him they will come to God. Therefore, when one contemplates Christ in
tentatio, Devil is put to flight,and the conscience of a man is made happy and secure. It is thus clear that
tentatio does not replace contemplation in the Christian spiritual life but is included in it. Contemplation of
Christ is needed in order to overcome anxiety or temptation and to get a hilarious and confident conscience.
Luther uses the word conscience in several meanings, but here it is used in the proper theological sense to

refer to God’s acceptance ; The contemplation of Christ leads the Christian in joy and security before God.

(13) WA 32,328,24-329 3.



3. Contemplation and active life

Luther also criticizes the-as he calls it-“sophistic” distinction between contemplative and active life. In
his later lectures on Galatians he states that the right way to draw this distinction were to call contemplative

”

life Gospel and the active life “law”. This means that the speculative life is included in God’s word and
directed by it. In this kind of speculation or contemplation one should observe only the word of the Gospel.
The real theological speculation-which Luther here identifies with contemplation-is the means to apprehend
Christ.(*) This apprehending takes place by reason or,more exactly,by intellect illuminated by faith. Faith
which apprehends Christ does not only know Him in a cognitive sense but has Him present, and holds Him
enclosed , as the ring does the precious stone. It is worth of noticing that for Luther whoever shall be found
having the confidence in Christ apprehended in the heart,him or her will God accept as righteous.!5) Luther
calls the contemplation also the believing and divine beholding of Christ crucified for the sins of the beholder
and the whole world. From this kind of beholding Christ becomes apparent that only faith justifies. We could
thus say that contemplative faith justifies. And only now,when the believers are justified by faith,they enter
into active life. The active life ,which consists of law,does not apprehend Christ but it practices the works of
love to the neighbor.(10) The law that Luther refers to is the commandment of love or the principle that has
later been named “the golden rule. "(17) The Son of God has fulfilled this law as he has become man, set
himself in human’s position and helped her in the way that he would have liked to be helped if he had been
in similar distress and need of salvation.(!8) The active life that consists of law means also following Christ in
applying the commandment of love and the golden rule in relations with other humans. Christ is the subject
of such kind of action but the believer acts in cooperation with him.(19)

Luther calls this kind of life sometimes also“evangelical life”. It means simply going to those people
who need your help and good works. He stresses that one who wants to be pious shall not go to a desert or
monastery and do contemplative works in order to serve God but to stay among people. There will always be
enough to do.(29) Luther’s main point is, thus , that one has to apprehend Christ by the contemplative faith and
become justified in order to be able to practice active life, which consists of acting for one’s neighbor’s in
need.

In the Lectures on GenesisLuther discusses the distinction between contemplative and active life as

(14) See also Antti Raunio, “ Speculatio practica. Das Betrachten Gottes als Ursprung des aktiven Lebens bei Luther” ,in Caritas Dei.
Beitriige zum Verstiindnis Luthers und der gegenwiirtigen Okumene ,ed. Oswald Bayer, Robert Jenson and Simo Knuuttila ( Schriften der Luther-
Agricola-Gesellschaft,39) , (1997, Helsinki) ,364-384.

(15) WA 40 1,233,16-24. About Luther’s understanding of apprehension see Olli-Pekka Vainio, Justification and Participation in Christ.
The Development of the Lutheran Doctrine of Justification from Luther to the Formula of Concord (1580). (2008 ,Leiden,Boston:Brill) ,31-36.

(16] WA 40 1,447,15-28.

(17)  For Luther’s understanding of the golden rule see Antti Raunio, Summe des christlichen Lebens. Die “ Goldene Regel” als Gesetz der
Liebe in der Theologie Martin Luthers 1510-1527. (2001, VIEG. Wiesbaden: Verlag Zabern; Vandenhoek & Ruprecht) .

(18) WA 1012,42,5-27.

(19] Raunio 2001,331-343. See even Stoellger 2010,306-307.

(20) WA 19,403,28-33; “Ergo scito haec dici bona opera die do gehoren zw den lewthen yhn zw helffen. Non illa opera contemplativa et
monastica quibus deo servire volumus. Eyn Euangelisch leben heyst dich zw den lewthen die deyn bedorffen, gehen. Non segregat te in desertum
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well. He combines this theme with the question of correct Biblical interpretation. He criticizes the allegorical
understanding of Jacob’s wives as models of contemplative and active life. The allegory explains that Rachel,
who has beautiful eyes and is loved by Jacob,is an image of the contemplative life and Lea with her weak
eyes and neglected by Jacob expresses the active life. Luther’s main criticism against this kind of allegory is
that its representatives do not see God’s hidden governance and guidance in all “orders” of life, also in
marriage , family, and political life. The result is the view of contemplative life in the monasteries as beautiful
and lovable and the active life in families and political communities as laborious and unpleasing. For Luther
this interpretation is not based on the proper theological foundation. Allegory is never the foundation for a
correct interpretation. It is important to draw a clear distinction between the foundation or the doctrine itself
and the construction that will be built on the foundation. The foundation is the word of God, and its
speculation or contemplation presupposes not only abandoning of external works and actions but also leaving
of all thoughts of reason so that all own opinions and judgments cease. Instead of own thoughts and words a
Christian thinks and speaks God’s Word.

Active life is,thus,love (charitas) or faith effective in love and patient in cross. By the word “cross”
Luther means different adversities and certainly also anxieties and temptations. The exercise of faith in love
and patience is a combination of both contemplative and active lives. This way of life is not only for the
monks in the monasteries but for all those in families and political communities who live in faith and exercise

even the minor and most despised works.(21)

(21 WA 43,668 ,36-40.
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The Concept of Faith in the Primitive Religions

LIU Lupeng

Professor, School of Philosophy and Social Development,
Shandong University , Shanda Nanlu 27,250100 Ji'nan City, Shandong Province,P. R. China.
Tel: +86-152-6919-8526. Email:lpliu@ sdu. edu. cn.

Abstract ; The present author explores the characteristics and functions of the concept of faith within
primitive religions, and has compared them with Christianity. Firstly, it is irrationality that
differentiates primitive religions from Christianity , which employs reason in many cases in order to
defend and analyze her faith. Secondly, utilitarianism is the main characteristic of primitive religious
faith, since it can help believers avoid harm and achieve blessing. This also differs from
Christianity. However,there are also similarities between primitive religions and Christianity. For
example , sharing and seeking goodness are among the eternal and universal issues which both seek.
Such reflection on the faith in primitive religions can offer a theoretical reference for understanding
the concept of faith in Martin Luther’s formula Justification by faith.

Key words: Faith in the primitive religions,irrationality , utilitarianism , sharing , seeking goodness
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Abstract ;: The present author has explored the inspiration of Wang Yangming and Martin Luther for
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(1) %4& Luolun - 5% Peidun( Roland Bainton) , (3X 2737 . BT S T AL 10 ) Zheshi wo de lichang [ Here 1 Stand ]
(F ¥ Xlanggang; i 75 Hi il Daosheng Publishing House 2001 4F) ,286

(2] 1Ibid. ,286.

(3) B Yang Mugu 5 3 BEAEXTALAL A B80S R, B R XA A 558 SRUT I E R Tk, 202 DIRURIE o B il 4 #
4 Yang Mugu, { 24/C 4§24 % B ) Dangdai shenxue cidian [ Contemporary Theological Dictionary | ( £ 4t Taibei: £ & 45 53 Hi it Xiaoyuan
shufang chubanshe ,1997) ,705 .
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RS B 7 1) B e, “ Ho o7 R IR L 2 Py OF d Sr 5 B A 1 R R 1 OC & g N Ry 3R] 44
(community of faith) o XAERYE S, AR BBEAZY R AT UL A2 B A2k By sk, BOE
WA BB BRI T, e m 2, B TER 2o B R A5 I 10 2E 1 3 [RHA (communio
sanctorum ) ; 48K, X L “ J@ R4 (spirituality ) F1“ A 0] ULPE” (invisibility ) #B 2 35 T5 40 09 2 5 U
L) ZEE UG, B SRR WY, RN B — B A BEAR” (a hidden community ) 5 [A] B, 2
SRR UL, RO 22 — A AT UL A1 327 (a visible fellowship) o 02 2 KRB, P A £ 00t 2
TR FR SIS ek W FRYEE Ok 11:1) ;80202 v W AT, N 22 i 2E LA n] WL
AEMERE EESR AT S ) (B HEA R IR AN AT DR 202 VR Bl A r kS
AT L AR (metaphysical entity ) , B R 225 N Al BB JE 56 42 M 8T L tH A 0 S A, [ 7
SR )RS M AE AR 5T« B2 BOORAFAE T 4b b {H AN BB SR it 1y 20 57, B R A5 A0 09 4% JB A T i
PR LAY AR PG BT EBR

AR, W BB, FE B 22 WA n] WL Cinvisibility ) FTRT WA (visibility ) SEBR_EJ2 A R] 73 25
o LLanist, #gs WARA RAGHE B AT WA 3t 2 A AT IR 3o iR B, 2 3Rk 1 7 B S i St
FTE A2 v by L 0 ST I A R A A BORS AFAE o FE XA b, AT IR 0 st 2 A ]
W Ls o Zos iy nl WL 2 FE FZALA i 0 Fat 2 Dh g i W, th b 2l B A e S
151145 (R 23 R A WM 32 ok FLAS AU IE 5 8040, Lo dn Baf 2628 R 4% B B TE R ASE . #
S SARA BT, AR A2 N7 IS G, RS XS 42 N BOF iR Jm R, 2 AL B2
AN]SR SE AR S ARG FR o BIVE ANk, 3802 9 B IR SR 2 1% A0 (sola fide as a
priori principle) , FEERE FHR B LEMR R g A 5400 5 (5 A0 2E R L, R HLAE A B IE gy Lo

WA 4 i SR AENLA AL 45 € (the non-institutional character of the church) . {5
LR AE N “AZE MR (community of faith) | “ 2 A" ( congregation ) F1 “ B £E iz 3 A9 A &
(assembly) 55 X —SAEHTHRE BRI H 0 R H IR RO 2 B R EHMELIBN . TEM kU5
MR 15 7t B 4% 1] (priesthood of all believers) ” () 553K, 453K B TE X & 5 K TN B2 590
3 (hierarchicalism) 34L& ( sacramentalism ) | F14% &) il B ( sacerdotalism ) [ 7) B8 # 2> {4
(autonomy of the church) , &k T B A I LI GEIG . s HIREURI ARG 2025 123 A FL

(4) Communio sanctorum W35 B HSTEAR i X I J&“a spiritual and invisible communion of believers. “ Augsburg Confession
(1530) : The Church is the congregation of saints,the assembly of all believers.

[5) Kirkkiinen, Veli-Matti, An Introduction to Ecclesiology. (Downers Grove:IVP Academic. 2002) ,40.

[(6) “where the Word is, there is faith; and where faith is, there is the true church. ” Luther’s Works 39. xii. Quoted by Kirkkiinen
(2002) ,40.

(7] “All Christians are truly of the spiritual estate,and there is no difference among them except that of office. (I Corinthians 12.12-
13) ”See Luther,Martin, “To the Christian Nobility of the German Nation” in Luther's Works, ( XLIV, ed. by James Atkinson, Philadelphia,
1966) ,127.
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% 4 (Ambrose ) #8 2 Hh 5 it FI Cad it A SE P SARE2E M AR o AL, B8R h B R AR AL U
(non ~ sacramentalistic church) , flysi/ % 55K 3 #H-LOFEAL B 4 (AL 2 , oA 25K
FEEAL R o B A S A AR AL AR MR B (aids to faith) B {5 A IESE” (evidences
of faith) , A BE AL . 2 1 IR 32 20 L S kL B 0 A0 A2 e 0 2 25 0 o B AR 4% ) o
17 S5 P B S A 26 1 LASEAL MU R R LI AL IR B e AR5 Bk P Ak o

FEPER 2RI A — DR, L A PR A B 22 P 2 N5 R AT A7 BRI (the church s the
community of saints and sinners) ; HiG AET45 i, B i 58 SEPEMAETE PR A E AL 18 Ay, 12
TEH W IIREM G L ROMRE L0 X R W BRAR 2 T IS 2 SR % o SRR b B x> L
AR BRBE ST AR AR R . ARG T (Augustine,354-430) 5 Z2 40 5E IR ( Donatism) HYig
BT T E 245 s BA RAME R B R 200, e b AL Tia My, NS5
Ffo P, ABELMEATAS B 22 AR v 25 0 W R SR AN (B 2y ) ROl , T B2 1y
or%es BT TR KRB W AR AR R N, MR N B R 2E 0 BRI L [nl)g
BT B, FEBIE EAEYS AR T 2GR IR A9 AE S, < BT IR B9 58 Al i o 10

N S L (271334

KT AT EAL (secular political authority ) , ¥ ZEfigk P 4 [l R A B ST B Fh 27 BRIG SEA o B%
TERS THAR BB B EE T F SR (natural law) , 7R [ SRR A THAR AU B ME & 9 SR (5Lt B A o 2
H(divine law) 72 [ AREAYBEEEAT , FARTRALIAB TR, DT AR TR AESR X LAy B . MR
BEAERI VLA, A SRR AR BT 0 FBTE( S A5 ) 5 12 B AR5 2. 12-1500) gy gh . a2 i
AR AR B #, LA BE TR s A 5 A AAE R R AL, (1 AR AR He
BEWZ — o B N7 BBUREAR B E NOZARAE T FAR AL, AR 220 B R . 3R
IS, AR - TE BB BE I ARAN Ty S b B 57 i 0F BRI A 7e i iy B 702 -
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OV — i« R AR A T (76 A 2 LA B i D A R 1 14 5 259K, Wi e i 1 L AR 22 Y
P s 5 (AN Ay« S 2t B Christendom™ ) L2 BRAESCTE AN A o X AE, JRATTRMERE N IE a0 T
JUIA BRI

S BRI AR BOR A £ 3 2 B 19 15 0, Wt 2 L I B0k B Bl o BAE I S AR AU

(8] Luther,Martin, “ Admonition to Pease, A Reply to the Twelve Articles of the Peasants in Swabia” in Luther's Works, ( XLVI,ed. by
H. T. Lehmann & R. C. Schulta,Philadephia,1967) ,10.22.37-38.

[(9) “The communion of saints is also always a communion of sinners. ... .. in other words, ecclesiastical purity is not a moral but a
functional phenomenon. ” Kérkkidinen (2002) ,41.

(10)  “Luther rejects the idea of a’pure church’as Donatism. ” Kérkkiinen (2002) ,42.

(11) (P E4) Luomashu [ Espitle to the Romans] 2:12-15;“ JLEA AL TR, A FEE KT, AEARE DL FIL T 3R 1Y,
VR AZ A JEORAE R TR, AT S, T SRA TR IORR S A IR AN B IUE A AT A LR b AT BAR
WA, ACHRE A C R, 2RI AL TR ZIZE M0 B, A 2R 22O AR WAIE, 3 FLABAT A S B AR R, B DL o,
SRR (POSCE A

(12) Luther,Martin, “Secular Authority: To What Extent It Should be Obeyed” in Luther’s Selections from His Writings, ( Anchor Books,
1961) ,366.

(13) ST Mading « ##{# Lude (Martin Luther) , “ 78 & £ B 7 () 25 ™ Lun Deguo jidutu de zunyan” [ On The German Christian
statue | , 1% F ( B =MOCHISEZRIE) Lude san xiwen he zongjiao gaige [ The Three Calls of Luther and Religious Reformation |, (225 Li
Yong %, |- Shanghai ; tH20 1 BiEE A Shiji chuban jituan,2010 4F) ,28-105,94.
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JE LA A vk — R TS B AU AT DR IR A 0 OE SR N R . A A b 1 Y
Gih 2GR B (God rules through earthly rule) , A7 Bk P L2 b 45 BRI FLAG —Fh R ik, 78
1526 4, BB : “ BT A Y ERGERE B T B4 (all authority comes from God ) "4 1y HL 145 i .«
FLFRATAIZ A FRATRIZ R A7 00 A B B ih i 2 A7)

o PR R AR B B S RE A B RATIE T N RS T  BE O TR B IR S in A L
55 B AT IE AN Ed N R fE AL, fibF 1523 4EH Secular Authority : To What Extent It Should Be Obeyed 3
Hds Y UM RGBT ORI BT OG0 95 N RS IR N R AR AL O A R
RO 2 AR AR, LA S PR 1) 5 B o (R g B i A DGR B THAR 5 55 THEAR B IBLAL
BRI bt 6 5 R A4 3 0 - -+ PRLH BB 20T SR ) AR AT 07 3% 2 T B 422 1 AT i 2 9 SRR, AN
SEAVE MR EBEHT . WAL TR R AL T U6 AR 2 g | (S S AR ) 1314070 5
CHAFHTAE)2 : 13-15 5083 (4 Py 25 >f Ui BT AR AT 9 1 S DA R A4 O L J2 b2t 1 - 1 8 2R 0
i (19)

55 = BRI T AR PRGBS SR ARAE T 2R TRV B IR i 205 o B AR 1) 3 Ml
TRE IS (B E5)13:5-7 450200 ) 2 A RINUIR” (civil obedience ) j& FT itk X A7 B 1) JE A
21 BRI R AR RS 55 v BB ik N i e B 8 4 0 2 RRUIR , il 5 %o A R e L & 3y 28 T #
v o AR, RO [ R FBORO 2 S Xt by, o g © B AR Geid . BE AR L 2 E AR, IRLE R
Z— YV BUN RS 53 B350 T2 B8 A 1220 TRy B ik o BB BE 0 IR , 5 BB AR F 2 iR, A
b FEABOA ] 3 S, AR R IE 2R I, ol R 1) [ G, (o 202 Tl DA S AS R 0230 L I 1

(14) Luther,Martin, “ Whether Soldiers, Too, Can Be Saved” in Luther's Works, XLVI, (ed. by H. T. Lehmann & R. C. Schulta,
Philadephia,1967) ,126. Also see Augsburg Confession 1530 : “ Concerning civil affairs, they teach that such civil ordinances as are lawful are
good works of God. ”

(15) 5T Mading - %48 Lude ( Martin Luther) , “ 378 & 3£ fE 79 2 ™ Lun Deguo jidutu de zunyan” [ On the German Christian
Statue ] ,99.

(16] T Mading - F7E Lude B “ HEA8 OB ERSR & b7 0k 8 R AR 19, b 1L A8 [ rh = DOt B e AT 00
EIIRSS , G SR X R R BT B 1 B LSRR ER R A T, AR A A T 2R O g S SR TR A AT
M BB Z LAY E IR 2 S 38E IR JeKIE ORIE AR AR RAHAL— DA A JBAT H C U AR, B e A D Z R
M A AR AR R KR T BT DT PR ARG - ATV 2 A R AR BUR T RSN 1, L K A BURE R 2
AR TT . XAEMORE AW B, NBOH R S AR TS5 8 R i T, - 2 S AR T 2 A AT 0 AN R R R AR A LS
T Mading « #£f% Lude (Martin Luther) , “ {578 [ 3B FE Y2 ™ Lun Deguo jidutu de zunyan” [ On the German Christian Statue ] ,35,103-
104,

(17) (' H+) Luomashu [ Espitle to the Romans] 13:1-4 95 “ {£_ LA BUR M, AN SIBUTRADL , K A8 BARA R T L. L
FEALERIE LAE A o BT, BUHE SEAU R BUIE A7 f s HUIE i B IBORT . MR B B2 MAT A, T2 ARG AR
PR B 7 R T3, 5 AT A5 A B s PO A i G 2 SARTT 25 00 0 AR 1, 20 2 B0 5 R bR S 2 5
RS , At LA 0 A R R ST Y o (i SCRIT G 126 A4R)

(18] {D&A47T15) Bide gianshu [ 1 Espitle by Peter] 2:13-15 75 “ AR 21050, BEBURA — VI B, sl AE B A0H £, 5l
BEFIRTDB IR RS B B S B AR AT, AT LOE AR TR 17 (P SO 3EA)

(19 T Mading - }%4# Lude (Martin Luther) & . “ HARA) © A8 T S BUE E A — 3045, BT RAE 2 © JB R, Bk
B TAER SR " - AU 55 (R e 3 R G4 1 SRR B (S B ) 1354, ZAAECH AT AT A3)2: 14+ T
YA —HFE.” WS T Mading « #4458 Lude (Martin Luther) , “ 36 7% 5 3£ 8 4 25 ™ Lun Deguo jidutu de zunyan” [ On the German Christian
Statue ] ,35,56,

(20) (% ) Luomashu [ Espitle to the Romans ] 13:5-7 45 :* Bt LR TR , ASEE B AR5, e 5ok RCr o ARATIANH
I AGE PRAATR 1A I 254 R X . LI YA B4R . YARARAY , SRR s AR BNy, Al B B i, 1
b5 ASH ISR (P OSCRIE A
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The English Title .
On the Relationship between Church and State According to Martin Luther

CHEN Xun

Th. D. from University of Helsinki, Vice Dean, Yanjing Theological Seminary. Address: Qinghe Lu 181, Haidian District,
100085, Beijing, China. Tel: +86 10 6290 1235, +86-137-1856-3293. Email : xunrongru@ hotmail. com

Abstract : Through analysis of Martin Luther’s arguments on the relationship between church and
state ,the present article aims to make clear how Luther criticized this relationship ( seen from the
theory of the Church). There are five parts. First:the viewpoint of Christian theology : the theory of
Church ,which explores the essence of Church and is especially against the Roman Catholic theory of
Church ,is the foundation of Luther’s understanding of the relationship between Church and State.
Second ; Luther’s basic attitude to the secular authority. Third; Luther’s basic attitude towards the
spiritual church authority. Fourth ; Luther’s thinking on the relationship between church and state.
In the summary,I suggest that Luther’s thinking on the relationship between church and state is a
kind of mild eclecticism it solved the conflict, contradiction and ambiguous relationship between the
church and the royal powers in the Middle Ages. One point should, however, be made clear; what
Luther offered was in the European context of history, culture, politics and religion. Thus,it can only
be a reference and not a fixed and absolutely perfect model of church and state. From a historical
perspective , it was only a contextual attempt. Yet the principle of separation between church and
state is still one of the references for modern civilized society in solving the problems in the
relationship between church and state.

Keywords; Martin Luther, relationship between politics and church, secular authority, spiritual
church authority , church , Roman Catholic
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English Title .
On the Modern Values of the Theories of Original Sin and Justification by Faith

HOU Jianxin

Professor and Dean, School of History and Culture, Tianjin Normal University. Xiqing District, Binshui xidao 393, 300387,
Tianjin,P. R. China. Tel:022 —2376 - 6393. Email; houjianxin5@ 163. com

Abstract; The present author explores the modern values of the theories of original sin and
Justification by faith from a historic viewpoint. First, the theory of original sin is the fundamental
reason for the separation between politics and religion. This is because the theory presupposes
realism in regard to the defects and fall of human beings. This excludes the possibility of the
occurrence of any perfect ruler or sage. Furthermore,such original sin in relation to humans will
surely lead to original sin in the secular power as well. Such a theory offers an anthropological basis
for the limitation of secular powers. But as an ideal kingdom on the earth,the church represents and
points to an approach that is the perfect and highest hope-although human beings cannot reach it in
this world. Secondly, the doctrine of Justification by faith has established a bridge to equality.
Believers will no longer be judged by their blood line and birth background. Instead, they are
accepted and loved by God,through baptism into faith toward Jesus Christ. As God’s children,they
will be issued an identity as new human beings. Secular glory and shame,success and failure will
not limit human beings any more,and believers will enter into a freedom and an honour. Through a
study on the history of Christianity in the early period and the separation between politics and
religion , the present author has shown a historical outline of how power has been limited in Western
history.

Key terms: Original Sin, justification by faith, separation between politics and religion,
equality , baptism
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A Kingdom with Speech as Swords and Media as Soil
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Abstract; This paper uses the method of biblical theology to organize the information about
“speech” in the Old and New Testament. It uses a spiral escalation form of explanation in order to
analyze the construction, destruction, separation, and judgment ability of speech, individually.
Moreover ,on the basis of such description and interpretation , it investigates the origin and boundary
of freedom of speech and freedom of press. It also distinguishes between the power of speech and
right of speech, and from a conservative standpoint, examines the origin and attribution of the
authority of speech in the Christian world within a kingdom today that uses “speech as swords and
media as soil”.
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English Title .
The Social Basis of Martin Luther’s Justification by Faith

WANG Yaping
Professor, School of History and Culture, Tianjin Normal UniversityXiqin District Binshui xidao 393,3000387 Tianjin City,P. R.
ChinaTel. 86-135-2052-4545. Email : waangyaaping@ 126. com

Abstract; Closely following the historical and social background of Martin Luther’s formula
Justification by faith, the present author explores the significance of Luther’s reformation. First,
through an introduction of the historical context behind Luther’s Religious Reformation ( the three
aspects of the relation between politics and religion, the change of social structure,and the form of
cultural education ) the author points out the following: the development from manors to market
economics ( craft and commercial activities) made the “individual person” become more and more
obvious. Such a change offered a social basis for Luther to reform church liturgy and the traditional
understanding of absolution. The author also analyzes the influence of humanism, classical
philosophy and theology on Luther. He points out that the influences from Aristotle, Aquinas,
Tauler,Scott,Ocham and Erasmus have offered a doctrinal basis for Luther to develop his formula of
Justification by faith. On this basis the author agrees with Tuomo Mannermaa that Luther’s doctrine
of Justification by faith is not contradictory to the Orthodoxical doctrine of theosis, and asserts that
Luther’s formula is built upon the foundation of classical Christian thought on Christology.

Key terms: ustification by faith , manors , market economics , humanism,social basis
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English Title .
The Concept of Theosis in Orthodox Christianity and the Concept of Sanctification in
Chinese Philosophy

XU Fenglin

Professor , Department of Philosophy and Department of Religious Studies, Peking University 100871 Beijing. R. R. China. Tel.
+86-136-6121-2861. Email : xufenglin@ pku. edu. cn

Abstract : It is generally understood that the Christian God cannot be reached by human beings, and
that a human being will never be able to become the God. But in Chinese philosophy, becoming a
Buddha,a Celestial and a sage are seen to be possibilities and are encouraged. The two traditions
are totally different. On the other hand, Orthodox theologians emphasize that o6osxenue ( theosis,
divinization) as the essential theme in Byzantine and all of Orthodox Christianity. Are there
similarities between Orthodox theosis and the Chinese thought of becoming a sage/sanctification?
The present author points out three of them: First,both of their starting points are in the paradoxical
anthropology ,i. e. ,the nature of human beings. Secondly,both the process of theosis ( becoming the
God) and of sanctification ( becoming a sage) are dynamic. Thirdly,the aims of both theosis and
sanctification are to civilize human beings.

Key terms: Theosis, Sanctification/Becoming a sage, anthropology, dynamic process,
human civilization
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MEARIE” 5 S " Z B OC R =, NE AR A S 27 XA B “ ) B AR IS5
We? b BT 1R B R BN PN 7 T, — W75 2 SR A VR S A4 T P < 1, I B
B BB R Z S X AN B o AT T LA G RSk AR 1, {H 5 5 AR BLAS B W7 45K
A XA BB ), W STC s A SR E

o PR BE PR BB 1A B 2 R TR Z — e TR BB R F A B Z b7 (In Ipsa Fide
Christus Adest)

TG, RSP (1540) Z )5  TEMAESS L GE b e i) J2& 285 25 22 15 ( Philipp Melanchthon , 1497
-1560) F1{ PrEl ) (Forumula of Condord,1577) ZJ5, “K{EHR L (justification by faith, justus ex
fide) , FEHHL TN HA “ BBEL” (forensic) IRCR , BN Sy b7 1 2 2 R, £ Bl 745 58 X HIS SR S
A", Bar gt E FIERE M ICaR WAl R AR ST, A AT %) SR AR 4 M Bk B B3k 1, (2,
SEEAETE R R B BrR o SCRY RIS, 78 A A AT SR 2 A~ AR N, 3 500 2 5% 8 i 8] ) ° B 4[] pof 22 IR
AFIX N (simul iustus et peccator) A X

HK, 25 22 A PR3 5 B AEAE R BECIRLR A5) I F25K 19 In Ipsa Fide Christus Adest” ( 37 SRR
ARGz i) 5RIE " RUEFR SO AUEA FIRAy g pE 2 2 5, 0 BB BORE” (effective) B 5L, 1
UL, 2 — D AFHRER A S 2 5 ) B Bt 1 87 RO AR S N T, PR R
fE7E (inhabitat , indwell ) 34> “5" B, fy M0 55, 15 560 & 02 SR BHFE ML BT 55, Anfli pE O 2 i
Wi ARG A 0, AR, TR B AR I E” (OINPRA5)2:20) o 25 22 22 IRAY XS AL, XF
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5 AEGA T —E MBI, R e Pk T AE i St B e B L 4

5= IR SR IRITE AN (R 0 0 RO AR A R A AT 5% iAok i DR A 3B A A
ARG 2 WX — UIERAL A + 548077 (theology of cross) RUHESR TR BRAR , 78701 70k
B AN, 7 AT, 25 22 AR A T RE B EE AR S DA BRAF LA R RIS AR R LA NS A
KFMIAENRBAS AR G R, 2 D4R 557 (Simo Peura, 1957—) FEH0gh Xt
AN AT T LT ISE SR IE T R AR R AR AL 2

FIELA, BT % S B e R AR B 2Z i SNBSS 2 FIR A T A " (22 i) f A0
7 [ Sammeli Juttunen, 1960—] XA %1 TR Z A BFST) 5 K7, —J7 TS Bh A5 1 HEBR TH #2 A
R P N5 B R A G (IR A0 1:4) B ECR IR — DB A AN AR 2SR, %5 758
PAAT M FEERAE YR BT . 55— i, 5 B 5 pEVGRB [ Ok 6 ik BN 2B BOREF sl s #, R
WA AR 2 P B A BB R, R R SR A S A B S A AL B
REHERR 2 JC 3 3, SCREHERR A LAA SR A o g R Ut , AR 25 22 40K, 2B R A RO 1 2 3
EAEA TG HR R %A T3 R URTE T80T 45 S 515, Wi KA, 4735 Bk 3L B0 A A 5 fn /7
7 I (R REREA T3 H RS F T8 5 1, B 2 0154 7o il ¥ ( Kari Kopperi, 1960—) 512515 : i
A AF IR AR, BT BT 1 B P2 iy” (facere quod in se est) F1“H)57” (merit) B E4E, BT T
XF H H R (free will) BEAT FMRALZ] £ L (Pelagianism) , B5FF T 21 %7 (theology of glory) o X T
AR, IERA A A 2 R ST A LA 2 B JR A A, B B A T AR B A N2 T ELER N Y
B S, B R Rk R 1k

T )R 0, SR UM R B R 25 2 IR T B S A G 2 I E S B X s wg
2 [ e 2

B 2 2% 22 IR RIS — IR T 136, 7 A IR S [ AT v ) 2 SR X6 7y SRR R S 000 T e, — i
SRR TP N E AR (AR R 5, SORRA RIS . N E AR S2Pr 1 R SR BUA M2 5 41
41, A 3 R BERE 56 BRSO AN 53 FRAEAFAE UL R 2 b, TR an 2% 2% it ok 3=
FEU A R R AR T W RS R E O AR A AR . RTINS R BB RE %
B AEA A A SRR A AR . SCOREEEFRARES 1 AR 5% = e A 0 — /i, U N S e R e A
[,

OF 2L EEIRIN B AR AS B 22 rh” S AR AR ST R T UL < A . (&N i
A TG Y WL AREEA, ROk, SRR RATE AR WEIBEE? /R A C " WiGMHAEAM" , R —
DIATIFAE T AR DB T, O BhAEtE R o R HE" A Re DL B Bk, 1A HoAth 5 i ml LA DL
o AT UL, WA Eh 58 4R S ER A, A SR AB AT IR R, B AT IF Ot Al T I8 T8 2R AT g 0 3
(o BhECN RIS R et FRAR S BRAE A S Z " B 5 Oh st e 16 b AR5, i
WIS, FEDOES, R R—A D In—A B R AL R B R A 2
OFUEE” . A, B EARG Z 7 P AET B SE NTE T H O 0 — RS B R AN R
Fif M A LSRR, BOE UL, AR R AME AR, SR 1 UE LG, SRR S T, 2 A5 e R el
T TN 7o R UM RS Y . A, B0 T, AR B AT Z m 4k, X 53
=E S 7N 7Y Sy S % N [ 870w 11 /% (o Lol S i L 07 N O (5 1 9
P A RLZA KRR, 30 B AT AR 2l A A se e o JREAs , LIS A0 MO0 3 BEiZ 0 8 52
B, MANNZOE RIS . B I FER0D  SCBREAIA BANE . XS AR S L, SRR A e 4%,
BB AR, R R A A, AP & s (HZES R A I, 258 S A0 0080, T4 TS A BIE , A T 2%
U A DRI AT, 45 R U RO T, M S bk
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Bk TSRO I B S 23 (R TR E 15 25 B 2 B e SR AR 19, e — 1] S48 P 2L 5 2 1)
FEHWTE A OB HT A AR AR AR Dy, g AR P St . AR S A5 L, P 4B —
MISHIE MR B T ARG, REA BT ARZW A & B4, A B A2 p el A28
OB S EHOF 2 B M AR 2 25 TAR, U Tkt A S i MR IR AT =
BN I 22 072 B JRR KU e 25 6 B8 T 44 RO RR KU ., LA AR o Al fT T3 b A AL R
PR BRRA I AL IR AR IR Z 55 1

(R B AR 22 P9 7 BB A A A B AL BAR 7 R B, T T AR AR 4R AB B Z AN Gk,
V7 B A RE AR AR 55, SO [ B = B 7 s, 0 v [ SCAe e 7 AN , ol A8 BT A S
Wo Bt ANt —A K [ A R A8, A0 B A R I 2k B IR R T A
H LAl AZZ IS AT o 3 AR 5, AT 45, X RE AR AN J2& BR B AT ] — > B K T RE AR R A,
ARGEFEHORREM DL o IRZ AN I SR AR T 3 0, A A MR A e T, XK 4h
HET o 48K, P I Y )AL, A SR O O e DR o S b MRS RS W REA Dl v [ A A 2 1) A, R
EEANEREARRMA SR, RE TR M o SR b AR S B B A e A AT TR 2R 16 A
PP (AR BEAT TR, A S T, A S MR AT, A2 Ip el S b [ U 4% 38, A
RATS S AR E, GORE  T RARB 2 P2 SEBER B, AR 3 4, T a5 e fese e, &
TERIAR T IRBEAL AR MRS, X HI b S A A i, 2 R KT T B S 2 30l 0 Tk
A B ARV A Y, A T 2 F 2 AR TR 258 WA, A D BB 04 2 5t A Ik
AR B H B R IEFRAE HY, A B OB A, AT D T WIF R UL
ASEAR AT AL AFAE IR

TG A BN PG ST AR BEAT AN (BRI A0 A AT BT B S B RCR A W) A, s
JEU, B OB IR LA R 2B R AAF IR AR .

o RNy, R AT AT AWE ?

Wi T B JE AL R, FR AL B A A R TR T FEBD AR BN, o
Wo—TE EEN MK, ARSI B A R EHE , A AN IR, A B AR 2 IR, IR AR IE R A9 S . 0
AP R AR D% AR5 ™ AN RL I “ e #7  h#0X — GO IS LB IF . 8%, — A,
—MEK, AR, R ER, 2D R T A A T o (TR KR T
TSRS, AR ST o BB EAT S MR EDRUL, UK YOS P AR R A A7 X
RVGTT NAG 2 NG AR CRr 8 S EAR  URBE) R UL, BEVE 7 20 K B, it ie e 1T
FUCHL ., AT G WhE WUR DI AR, BT LIRSS o I8 A — > 3¢ [ MR NSO , A — I 5 3,
SR T AN MR B i, SR AR U SE [ 2 A, Mt . AT R S ARG RN A
VRS, — B BRI T R Y XWRKRE T, WREA D iR T o BB Bl it E
— U, AU AE O R I o BhEOR IS, AUFRE IR . BRI, TR R IR A IRE %
TERAEHIY, BB B A FUE ARG P — S 2. BU7E, 15 bt A BBy J7 {5 25 2, AR AN
M RWARZ FREREE L, ENA P EE 2, (AR AT EA BRI L [ L AL 14 TR
BORXAEHET . T340, AR, MR e AR R U R (LB R A AR LA E A T 4y, 12
HaWg? Gt BB AS R, VY7 A A O 380A - A stiebR 7o IRZa i, Feid, AR R
PG5 ARG 1, MR V5 (R U547 1, AREEIR NN . A, A 2 A N EFER R
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HORUEH WY A B NERIEMR I I FOR U F Y AZE R AR EH,F R
EE R XSG 5 SR O 2 A R AU FRA , 2o AR R U, 1T 2 T ARG

B XA AR AL LR LA TS TR MATWE? — WA RIS T 55, BB #0A 46 % i L7t 55 B8
BCEBSBIRZ ZIME. BN, X T Z2H0e AR 32 ARSI R B B, 2 AN
DR HAL A AT REGA T . IR AT BEH B TIA IR b O AR IR b, A A — = A7
TEB s AEAESEBRAE TS i, NENJCIRI A e i RE 77 i 57 -5 AU ok Xof i 188 81 ) IR G b4 EL ) Ay ks —
oy, s B asie . Watg i, — DB G B ARAE TR EABAIAR R, BT L, A i s Ak
EAETAER” bar SR ol B BRI A —E HARAR TR L ASEPR . X R A RE AR 2 U
AR : A AL A CHBE A2 SR ET Y RE 1 A2 A RE” (AR Z AT H)8:2) o =M
SIS R BB GEZ ], fAE R U O ARSI A A AN 2 T We e (R
MEFTF)6:7) o XFTARMFEHEAAL , I B HE NI L I BERE A SC Z AT o DRI =7 Tl S A Y
JE P FESEBRAE T R A SR E TR S A LI AN —28, N8 A 228 T B i 7 R Al A=A
ARNFERE LA R 2 7 [HASIE T A SR80 R T Bar i B 2 2k, A S A E Q2
EAFTREE RS, A O REMUE — BB AT R PO BB A S 2 I 2l , B SRR A A AT 5 1
(4, AEE: A A FE B B Ui 2 KR 15 S A AN B L ATH IR JCTR #3512 A 9748, A 2 T 5 DR A A e
A PR, AN JEAE AT S Lok

R« B O R — AR A A9 S3 2, RELEAR 2P0 07 AR BN 2 A AR A ATk X AN AR IA Y,
{HrPEA—EX BB ARZHEGE, EAZRVEAE T, KRN X5 b SO R
K, MG FB BRI A K AR ZIEE Her B OH7E b 1 Oh 2, AT TAR AR RE rh B LS 20800 H 15
W3z T BN o S MRAT A6 B 21 R i b ) S R S i 14 P A, 9 5 At 2% O < A
B” o “HMETSC ST AR AR CANET AN A, RO R E M LA BT BEAR R
CE” IR R BN A A T DUE RYIE B, 104 R LR A EL B SR BN HA SR B R
BB LS5 2= AT R AME AN REBLOY 2R A A [, b R IR, ANET Y
A R TOMET . PR T E L LA OO N ET e BE ] N BET TRG AK I 2 A
FULWERANE” o TEFECR R, AT B ANE T R IU A B R M AR, BRI
W, TEREE TR LS, Ih AR 1o [, BRI A E 9 B R 8o [ HAb = B B AR 3
TP EAEAE R BOREL A €, ROREE LBR T2, b iUfi o, OB R, B OB . 61, A
—UHRR G, BhBAEH B AE A — DR B R B B 4 1, A= R <p . 4551, 5k
— SR RS RARR T b H . X RARA R SUE AN S AR P i B Bt Y Bh A HUE B 2
SR B B B T R I o GBI ) X B AR G ek s B £
Wz )m, B 7 —E WA s ZHE A i 74, X AR BRI, RO R O AN TERY , — A 5
M AT RERLE — LB e . X R ARGEER — T, BEBLRTALH T i R B S WA
Yo , MR Z RS 1 BN PR B ORI H WPR BB HON Je— bR 27 i B
R, T RS BB AL 8 R, A SRAT S Fof i PR s, 0 o el At vl e 2 BB 0 1 iR
Pt bR Z UG S br AR b S Sy, 2 MR A AL . B, T ELd 7
SERPRY AL PR 7L L B2 TR LI 2 A s R 22 i 2 4 AR I 22, IFl R o 2 i (]
MR IR AN, AN AL AR AR o 0 a2 G, A A R A A, AR AR A AN R R, (E 7 b 38 K
— U B A A — IR G, 10— 9 A0 it 1 32— A 2

B, R A A8 (Karl Rahner) gl $2 i3 [ 44 1) 3£ 47 (Anonymous Christian ) jX
AR WIETIT R T, 2 58 BRI M R B, A A DI . BB E A9 i AR
BRI S R SRR A RIS B BUR AR (BAEA IS b BAREEB DRI AEARAS O A
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RWTE A NI HTIE , AR — D ANARINIEE (B R 28 A ke, JURTFIE R s — A N B AR A
AN BSEBR BB AREAEIRATAN A TCIE RE B9 o QLRI 1, 70 AR A PR I8 10 20 of S FR A ] B, 7 A
PUSTILESE R b BB RN IZR BOUT IR A, 55 il ad R 2% AR AT sk LR A © AR B B 1)
FIARIRAIE o BEEHE AT AT AR S7 37 AR Befh” L.

W - S A0 P SO 2 B, 5 A AR I, 8 S A e 3 OMTE L. ANELRY
AT AR F2 SR 20, T ELIR %A s 2 SORIE ™ 3 ORI H . NI sl B, B vl JE 3k 3
SCREAE R PR T 1 U8 AR

B A, RS A G 1V 2 R v [ SCA O 55 e 1 A AT 3 E A ok S v A 2 A Y
s A ] ST i 5 DT AR, O 2 22 (8 B A5 ) 1220 135 M R Ml LAk, 1A K BE R P 2
BT A EY , R IRANRE DL (B0 B 2 ), st vl DAIGEAS, YT ] e 7 il 2 U, B i 1V 1A
&, LAt S e — VI B ECT TEIRSEA 2 AN S BB B |, BAF A 2 SN
Jivids 290 B N AR RS S A ] i ELAE fie S B B PR bty — i S P B A . EEEE
(s, B e e B T« ORI B OB, 6 A o o MR A R AR, (B — D N EE R A
FRIFABETE R BRAR R X451 N BARSRROT AT 2, IR, 34N AT B AN UFAY, A — 2 R H
L EE LR — T mme .

AMNF=ZFRERBEXZEX BREHRRERKINE X

B FRBAEAL IS 22 2 YR B [ER S o, 32 25 B R AR LAk SR BN A4 SC 2B R 52
12 B 2 AT AR R , AT X4 2K rp [ 5i i 1) P AR RO R S RIS B il fig . BRI SCE R
MG Rsisdl, — W R B & T NRHE, I R A TR B, = B AR B SR
M2 Z M BEAT T IX o Sk SE R 7 1T, 368 2o At S B A A0 00 o 0 o ) 03 T A R s iy 1 i
M. B, B TWA A : — W Rt Hos f =I5 Bar , WA AR A T 2R FE = B o2
TS SR A A BRI MR IE T ONGEFARIY A, LA T A R IRAT I XS RIS AEAL A W5 Bk AT R
ZITHIPR

1 HHTR T RGeS = 248 3 rh, B T HE AR 00 25 2 i X 5 4R S a1 M A R,
R AT AR AL AME R R TS R T 5/ NS BRSSO s TR &
SOAE TR AR BTS2 N X R SR A R I, TR AL, X R I 2R 225 = A 1
B 2 O A TR ABOR B LT8O . FLAnd, H g 200 43417 A AR S 8, BRI
AR BAT AR R E GBS RIE A A B 7 BUREM A T AR E LA
M A A e S, FRARTE ), O 2000 Ll ” 2B S BURAR oAl £ 7 lein—eny-F R, B
“TCHANER SR 5 e P B B A D S T PR R DR T SCORI S e SR R R U TS
2 BRI A RS 2 W M I A DL 25K A I Rd e . FRei3 i 25 A AR5 e fE Mmxt Rid
Ir IR 55 K

R FofF — MBI AR A R SErh O 227 XA A R IR R S Ry RO B R e
PHAFSEHRANSE AR — e “ IR 227 AE P SO A RIS 25 07 10 2248 R SG . MO IR ) R g
AE R UL B AR Je Ay — IR vk 25 b AR, TR T L2 — IR B 40 Rl i AR, K
GBI ARB T, FA AR, T AR B, e v A s a5 2, o 26 B il A2 JE Aol — 36, i
AN R MK AR L2 T AR 01, SRS FER A Ok N e A% 1R Ok, — LA B v I B 7R
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AEo IR BHE 5 2 2R A A B b Bk X MR GF ARG h A1 JF 22 AR R T L2
— RGN ENE A P E BRSSO X, AR . I SCA B A
27 G, AHERF — V& & T A2 i AR SR BRSSO AR B I SCA iR
BRI ER . FAMEER] T, IR R 2 A L8 A HER SR ST Y AE R Y, (H I B 3 2 A RO T
HATRSHER A AIZTrok, AIRT" RGNS I A, AR Ik, BN 75" K
P E Y, A —E O DM R AT, RECREIER S BAC” , o B SO Y R AN 2 SO Y, 2
RN AR o U, UER b 2 s A 4L, B Bz A AL, (B T A8 A0 )i 7 v iy St e
&AL, (BB BUR A AL A B B i Rl T2 AR, AL T, Bh Bt = BRE R AL,
L0 i J v L R, - R 20 K 2 AR AR s s 35 A B 8 J7 1K, KRG AR B B 5 N2 2
BFREARA K, IT7EP I, — B R AR B B KL A S, BB R N 2 i R i —
T, B WA e H R ot e s 20 S B R O R e . 2R AR B E e o 1 e
RN F R A4 DT S AR BB SR R P . 5 T B PSS B e BB S A A (R X A AR
WERBA SCEE MBI R L&, B B 2 AR 10 . VU7 B iR e JT R
AR 2CE LASR R BRI ZOR 7K IO RIS O B ™ AR AR T 20 B PE ] . Rt qs,
SBHIMR B R X — AR E W OE”  ANMER ) T IRy O BB HE AR R R A TR
SERHEAR SO RS . FHEEZ R, o B O BB RGEA B IR 2R R R A W FUR AT BR AT D%
A, AR ZHRAE, BN T IAIAZ, EAREE AR B3, AT, T4
SR, AMEE RN R SRR AN, BRAR X MECK S 5 R A AR R kb 1 A 2 AR
AL R RASCHFT AR OL, #3HE AL SCF”  XWIE BIME I INE  #5R ok
HBL A, SR SR R 2 A SCHKPE AR SR BT L, BAEAT, P47 S ot A 2 T4 Tk 2
AL, SEPR LR AR P s AL, B = S B R A 1 2 oA Ko SRR k2
AR R B 2B R A, 27\, 1B E 2, A B R I 2, (XA 2
P BORBLAE R B R IRV, TR FRAT P R A 2 R AR SR B KA T, Br L, AR FAT T v ] 22
KEHE P E R B K OB S i AR (9 S5CHE . A RO by S RO, BRAEAR 2 04 5
NF R B XA T S A HROE , Xt — R AR . U LA EDR B &, BB A B, TRt A
SE RGO BIN, TAAIE FAS PR ST B AR b . Bh BRI AR Ry, s
M 7 1, < AR W PR IR, A A 405 18 SC A 7K TR S AN I AR 1 , i 5 AN R 10, (EL X R S
VUG, ARG T o B, BEREh# I AR DA S SORSEHe 3 SCRY , FCIE A L™ ol 2422 i — 1)
O HE” TR A A 2, BIAS PR R < 257 o SR —2BUF, RV IR SE e PR A4 A0 ) B 28, L T —Jie 64 °F-
F B 1A A8 A TR SR DA SR AP 22, A AN, R S IR ML, BV R IR 6 5 1 95 o ok 3
BR8N S AL T Ba TR Pl A8, AR AN T AR SE B be i , TN B A A LTI A
FIAATIREYE 7 KRBT U I o U S BRI AL A5 A 1 A 0 S de (AT
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PiAs o PUIT AR TP AR T Ao N H RTAYTE S, o AT J A [l 1 A i 5t it ] 2L A B ]
[FIRR ] 14 A AN (LA A [ SR L, X T 45 Mo O AT Bl 2, SR BRI 2% P o A B 2438
TR EE AN EES M A B AN B b [ SCAR TR A LS R DR S [ A SO PR i, T
T BB LA BOR B OE I BB S, JERITHZ 2o B0 A8 LA BOR BB Bz id IR 22 2, (b ORI R
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English Title .
The Interaction betweenthe Finnish School of Martin Luther Research and Chinese
Buddhist Study

Paulos HUANG,

Ph. D. & Th. D., School of Philosophy, Beijing Normal University, No. 19, Xin JiekouWai Street, Haidian District, Beijing,
100875,P. R. China,Editor — in — chief, International Journal of Sino — Western Studies, Brill Yearbook of Chinese Theology.
Tel. +358 —50 —380 —3445. Email:paulos. z. huang@ gmail com

CHEN Jian,
Ph. D. of Nanjing University. Professor of Buddhist Philosophy, the Center for Buddhist Study, Shandong University, Central
Campus , Shanda nanlu No. 27,250100 Ji’'nan City, Shandong Province ,P. R. China. Tel: +86-135-8910-9465. Email;cjbud@

sdu. edu. cn.

Abstract ; This dialogue took place between Paulos HUANG and Chinese Buddhist scholar professor
CHEN Jian in June 2014. The dialogue was based on Paulos Huang’s article ( “The Contribution of
the Finnish School in Religious Dialogue and Classical Hermeneutics” ,in The Proceedings of the
First Symposium on “ Religious Dialogue and Chinese Dream” June 10-11, 2014, by Ethnic
Institute , the Institute for Ethnic Religious Study of Lanzhou University, Hong Kong Center for
Cultural Regeneration, Lanzhou,pp. 109-133). The theme is “The Interaction between the Finnish
School of Martin Luther Research and Chinese Buddhist Study”. It consists of mainly the following
contents;1) The Christian concepts of Justification/Sanctification and the concepts of context, time
- space and yuan in the Buddhist doctrine of becoming a Buddha. 2) Christian concept of love and
that of Buddhist cibei. 3) The Doctrine of “In Ipsa Fide Christus adest” in the Finnish School and
the concept of Intuition in Chan — Buddhism. 4) The combination of nihilism and greatness in
human nature can abolish frustration and pride ,and the Buddhist Classic Jingangjing teaches pozhi.
5) A reflection on Renaissance, Enlightenment and Chinese National Revival in the light of the

Finnish School.

Key terms: Sanctification and becoming a Buddha,love and cibei, faith and intuition, abolish and
pozhi, Finnish School and Revival
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English Title .
Finnish School of Martin Luther Research in the Light of Chinese Daoist Religion

Paulos HUANG,

Ph. D. & Th. D.,School of Philosophy, Beijing Normal University, No. 19, Xin Jiekou Wai Street, Haidian District, Beijing
100875,P. R. China,Editor-in-chief , International Journal of Sino-Western Studies, Brill Yearbook of Chinese Theology. Tel.
+358-50-380-3445. Email: paulos. z. huang@ gmail com

HUO Kegong,

Ph. D. in Daoist Religion Study, Editor in Religious & Cultural Press, Guest Professor in College of Politics and Law at Shihezi
University , Xinjiang, China. Address: No. 44, Houhai Beiyan, West District of Beijing City, 100009 China. Tel: + 86-158-
0162-6138. Email: hkgshr@ sina. com,QQ1158513634.

Abstract : This dialogue took place between Paulos HUANG and Chinese Buddhist scholar professor
CHEN Jian in June 2014. It was based on Paulos Huang’s article (“The Contribution of Finnish
School in Religious Dialogue and Classical Hermeneutics”, in The Proceedings of the First
Symposium on “Religious Dialogue and Chinese Dream” June 10-11,2014 ,by Ethnic Institute , the
Institute for Ethnic Religious Study of Lanzhou University, Hong Kong Center for Cultural
Regeneration , Lanzhou , pp. 109-133) . The theme is “The Finnish School of Martin Luther Research
in the light of Chinese Daoist Religion”. It consists of mainly the following contents: 1) The
compatibility between Christian Theosis ( justification, sanctification ) and Daoist thought on
becoming a fairy in the light of Teleology. 2) Daoist Religious Fairy cultivation methods in the light
of practice. 3) The origin of human beings in the light of ontology. 4) The inspiration of the
Finnish School in the light of Chinese Daoist religion.

Key terms: Chinese Daoist religion, becoming fairies and theosis ( justification, sanctification) in

the light of teleology, Daoist Religious Fairy cultivation methods in the light of practice,ontology, In
Ipsa Fide Christus adest.
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Mannermaa’ s Perspective

——A Review onthe Collected Works of Mannermaa
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1. Tuomo Mannermaa and the Finnish School

Most of the Chinese scholars are not familiar with Tuomo Mannermaa and the Finnish School. As a new
interpretation of Martin Luther, the Finnish School has had an international influence. Recently, Paulos
Huang has translated the masterpieces of Tuomo Mannermaa,the Father of the Finnish School,into Chinese.
In order for the Chinese readers to understand the content of the book, it is necessary to introduce some
academic and historical background first.

Before the birth ofthe Finnish School, research on Luther has had a strong tradition in Churches and
seminaries in Finland. During the period of the Protestant Reformation, Catholic Sweden was reformed as a
Protestant nation. Finland was still dominated by Sweden at that time. From then on Lutheranism was
promoted and became the mainstream faith in Finland. However, the Finnish School and their new
interpretation on Luther was not established until the 1970’ s. In 1973 ,the World Council of Churches held
a conference in Bangkok discussing the topic of Salvation Today,where Salvation was simply understood as a
social and ethical phenomenon. This conclusion was criticized by the representatives of the Finnish Lutheran
Church and the Russian Orthodox Church,and led to a new dialogue among them in 1977. In this dialogue
conference held in Kiev, Tuomo Mannermaa, the Professor of Ecumenical Theology at the University of
Helsinki, was invited to give a report on the relationship and connections between the Lutheran doctrine of
Justification and the patristic — Orthodox doctrine of Divinization. By interpreting a comment made by Luther
on the Galatians,that Christ is really present in faith itself, Mannermaa contended that because Christ is our
righteousness, we were not only declared righteous but also made righteous. From this point of view, the
doctrines of justification and divinization began to converge instead of being distinguished from each other.

Mannermaa’ s teaching is totally different from those of Lutheran churches. Traditionally, Lutheran

believers are taught that they are claimed to be righteous by faith in Christ with no change in their human
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nature. The substantial difference between being declared and being made righteous is viewed as the
watershed between the Protestants, Orthodox Christians and Catholics. From the point of view of these
traditional Lutheran scholars and priests, Mannermaa’s view was a new interpretation on Luther. It led to a
hot debate in the field of global Lutheran studies and had an international influence very quickly. In response
to some criticisms and suspicions , Mannermaa extended his report into a more detailed book , which was titled
as Christ Present In Faith: Luther’ s View of Justification. It was also used as a textbook in the University of
Helsinki and a group of young scholars were trained by Mannermaa. Due to their studies with the aim of
promoting the Finnish interpretation of Luther,they became to be called the Finnish School by scholars from
other countries. However,the Finnish School members did not think that they had established a new school
because their work was to read and know about the original Martin Luther. From their point of view,the real
Luther did not establish a new kind of Christianity because there were many more connections between
Luther’ s theology and the older Christian theologians than had been expected previously. For the study on
Luther , Mannermaa and his followers said ,the most important thing was to rethink whether we had been too

extensively shaped by the Lutheran tradition and perhaps missed the “authentic Luther”.

2. Introduction of Mannermaa’s Book

The collective works of Mannermaa ,the Father of the Finnish School contains three masterpieces: Christ
Present in Faith, Two kinds of Love and God. The first of these books seems to be the milestone of the
Finnish School. In this book , Mannermaa argues that in Luther’ s view, Christ is the greatest sinner for he
bore the sins of all human beings in the human nature that he assumed. However, he is also the “perfect
righteousness and life” for he is God and the incarnation of the Logos. Through the battle between
righteousness and sin in himself, sin and death are first conquered in the person of Christ. As a
consequence, the whole world is transformed through Christ. At this point, Mannermaa controversially
proposed that justification is regarded as participation in and union with the person of Christ. Christ is the
divine power and righteousness. He also is life without sin, curse and death. Some change has taken place in
the human nature of Christians when they have participated in the divine nature through their faith. In the
light of this view of justification, Christ is not only the favor of God which signifies God’ s forgiveness,but is
also a gift that denotes the real God to human beings with all of his essential atiributes. In Luther’ s view,the
best expression of Christ’ s presence in faith is the communication of atiributes, that is, Christ communicates
God’ s saving attributes to his believers and believers are given all the goods of God in faith. It is easier to
find a point of contact with the patristic concept of divinization in the theory of Christ as a gift and favor. The
concept of justifying faith and the idea of the indwelling of Christ in faith cannot be absolutely separated.

Although Luther’ s doctrine of justification has something in common with the patristic concept of
divinization, it is distinguished with scholastic doctrine in terms of salvation. The scholastic view could be
summarized in the formula “fides charitate formata” (faith formed by love) , while Luther’ s view can be
freely expressed as “fides Christo formata” ( faith formed by Christ) according to Mannermaa. In the view of
scholars of the Catholic Church, faith means something that is beyond the reach of rational knowledge.
Consequently , the relationship between man and God should be realized with the help of the human basic

tendency , that is,love. If love is graced and thus receives the powers of grace,it can reach to God and rise to
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God. Tt is believed that faith would be dead and lifeless without love that is elevated and inspired by grace.
Luther criticizes that even if love is elevated and divinized by grace, it nevertheless still remains human love
and grace is merely accidentally attached to it. However,grace is not an accidental but a substantial reality,
it can only be Christ himself. In other words, it is Christ who forms faith. Moreover,if love is regarded as the
center of salvation ,then the human being’ s relationship with God must be considered within the framework of
the law. This is because love causes us to focus on the way of striving to God. Still,because in the “before
God” perspective Christ is the only righteousness of human beings, Christ becomes the only way to human
salvation-while love is served as the law that belongs to the domain of secular social relations. Mannermaa
thought that although the criticism that Luther presents here is directed primarily against the so — called
Spiritualists of the Reformation era,it applies to scholastic theology as well, for both of them regard God as
being “up” in heaven instead of being “down” in the faith. In this way the image of God,who is also our
savior, has been distorted.

In terms of the law,the first point that Luther makes is that the law lacks the capability to serve as a way
to salvation. Efforts to achieve salvation with the help of the law and the works demanded by the law are
works of “Sisyphus” and “the daughters of Danaus”. And this is what the young Luther had experienced.
However, this law also has the function to reveal sin and bring death to the old Adam. It is a spiritual instead
of negative function as it has marked the beginning of the divine power, that is, it causes humans to
commence participating in the person of Christ and his divine life. According to Mannermaa’ s interpretation
of Luther,the participation or union of the person of Christ and the believer makes the ordinary Christian a
divine human being, for the union is so complete that they have become “one person”. From this point of
view , there is no strict distinction between justification and sanctification as the mainstiream Lutheran tradition
emphasizes ,for in faith in Christ is both the forgiveness of sins and the effective producer of everything that is
good in human beings. Here Mannermaa cites the “Parable of a Tree” which is used by Luther frequently,
that is,faith creates a new “tree” ,namely a new “person” ,which bears good fruits. He regards it as a kind
of theological ethic which is distinguished with the philosophical ethic, for the latter teaches that human
beings become righteous by performing righteous works, while the former claims that only a justified person
who has been made righteous could perform righteous works. However, although the nature of human beings
is transformed in faith,sin is not eliminated fully because the flesh or precisely,the old Adam,still exists.
But this is a great comfort rather than a negative phenomenon from Luther’ s point of view,for it allows the
feelings, such as sadness, anxiety, anger and so forth,to exist. These feelings make the faith so weak that
justification is necessary. From Mannermaa’s point of view,the justification is not merely forensic , meaning
that we are forgiven by God, it is also effective because Christ as the righteousness has been imputed to us
through faith and becomes the subject of our good behaviors. The idea of Christ present in faith is the key to
understanding Mannermaa and the Finnish School.

Two Kinds of Love is another foundational work of the Finnish School. In this book, Mannermaa
distinguishes the love for “what is not” with the love for “what is”. The former concept of love indicates
God’ s love and the latter one is directed to human love. God’s love has the tendency toward the empty and
the nothing, while human love by contrast,is oriented toward that which is good and beautiful. It seems that
such a concept of human love is closer to what we have experienced,but in Luther’ s view,it is God’ s love
that can cause humans to love each other without any consideration for themselves. According to Thomas

Aquinas ,love is a movement that leads to a union of the lover and the beloved. Friendship love is the highest
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form of human love because one does not ask for good things for oneself,but wills goods for others in it. By
distinguishing between concupiscent and friendship love, Aquinas seeks to solve the debated problem
concerning the relationship between “self-interested” and “not self-interested”. However, from Luther’ s
perspective , the difference between them is not as clear as it is stated in Thomas’ s definition, and this is
partly because even friendship love is also to love a friend like another “I”. Tt is based on the reciprocal
sharing of goods that is different from God’ s love,which is directed toward nothing. As a matter of fact,
Thomas Aquinas did make clear on the point that love for self is the model and root of all love including
friendship. At least,he interprets the command of love (love your neighbor as yourself) in this manner.
Luther admits that the idea of love described by Aquinas is a suitable portrayal of human nature, but he
denies that it is a suitable way to think about God’ s love analogically as if it were also a kind of self-love.
This is a kind of theology of glory,which is criticized by Luther on the basis of the theology of the cross. In
his understanding, although God’ s essence can generally be known through God’ s works of creation, we
cannot reach to the knowledge of God if we ignore Christ. In the light of Christ’ s crucifixion, God unites with
those who are deficient, sinful and weak in order to transform them into righteous, good and strong human
beings. From this point of view, the commandment of love or the golden rule does not command human
beings to love themselves in the first place but requests human beings to consider the needs of their neighbors
on an equal level with theirs. In this way, what Christians need to do for their neighbors is quite similar to
what Christ has done for his people. Thus the golden rule and the whole of Christian ethics have received a

new interpretation and meaning in Luther’ s theology of Cross.

3. Some Comments on the Book

The reason why the interpretation of the Finnish School on Martin Luther could play an important role in
the relevant academic field is that it has challenged and changed the basic doctrines of Lutheran churches
(which is presented in the Book of Concord) to some extent. The most basic doctrine of Lutheran theology is
Justification by faith, which is usually interpreted from a forensic and judicial perspective. Justification is
only reception of forgiveness from God who is “a judge” for the sake of the obedience and merit of Christ.
But the question here is whether the nature of human beings is transformed in this process. In Mannermaa’
s view, what Luther teaches about justification is that we are not only declared righteous but also made
righteous through the communication of attributes and union with God. From this point of view, justification
has real effects, in that we become “gods” instead of merely being declared forgiven. The key to
understanding this view of justification is that Christ as the redeemer does not operate only for us but also has
his influence inside us. In other words, the indwelling of Christ in us is not the consequence of the
imputation of righteousness but is the cause for us being made and declared righteous.

Mannermaa maintains that Luther gives equal emphasis to both the forensic and the effective sides of
righteousness , the latter of which is always a controversial idea in Lutheran academic circles. In Mannermaa’
s view,the reason for ignoring the effective side by traditional Luther research is related to the deep influence
of neo-Kantianism on German protestant theologians. These traditional researchers always interpret or explain
the relationship between human beings and God as an ethical relation. The neo-Kantianist focus is on the

division between the “ ontological” and the “ ethical” aspects. This is especially prominent in the
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interpretation of Albrecht Ritschl, Adolf von Harnack and Karl Holl. However, based on Mannermaa’ s
reading, the genuine Luther is a theologian whose theology has more contact with the teachings of the early
church and patristic theology, and consequently is better understood from an ontological perspective. In
Mannermaa’ s view, it is an ontological fact for Luther that Christ really is present in us and sacrifices for the
well-being of every one of us. To better understand Mannermaa’ s view,some concepts should be analyzed in
more detail. First of all,,the concept of divinization,which is alien to most of the Luther scholars,is not at all
a marginal concept in Luther’ s theology. Certainly it does not mean any kind of apotheosis of human beings ,
as it means participating in faith and love under the sign of the cross. Thus the concept of participation is
another concept that should be paid more attention to. In the concept of divinization and participation , human
beings in themselves remain “nothing”. In order to unite with God, Christians constantly destroy their efforts
through a “nihilization” in order to accept Christ dwelling in them. The usage of such terms as divinization
and nihilization causes Luther’ s theology to sound more mystical and ontological. This is in accordance with
both the Orthodox and Roman Catholic views on what happens to human beings in the relationship with God
in Christ.

Love is another core concept, which Mannermaa and his Finnish School have discussed a lot. In the
book of Two Kinds of Love, Mannermaa separates God’ s love from human love according to Luther’ s
classification of the two concepts. This is not an original theory in the history of Christian theology. In
response to this point,the Swedish Lutheran theologian Anders Nygren has written the book entitled Agape
and Eros that presents a similar way in explaining different kinds of love. In this book, Nygren argues that
some of the main features of agape are spontaneous and unmotivated, uncalculating, unlimited, and
unconditional , while that of eros are acquisitive and egocentric. They are not only different in nature but are
also two motifs in competition. However, when Nygren discusses the topic of union with God, it is always
discussed under the motif of eros,which is criticized by Mannermaa. In his view ,union with God in Lutheran
theology does not mean that he has rejected God’ s love as agape. On the contrary,according to Mannermaa’
s interpretation of Luther’s theology,the union with God could only occur under the motif of agape in which
God descends and incarnates within human beings in faith , because it is Christ instead of eros or human love
that is the real and divine form of faith. In other words, Christ is the subject of God’ s love and we are
transformed through his person and work. From this point of view,the long — prevailing concept from Nygren
that sets agape and eros as two opposite ideas may not be an appropriate way to understand Luther’ s
position , because God’ s love is certainly the foundation of human love rather than its opposite.

The idea of a combination of agape and eros can also be found in Thomas Aquinas’s theology. In his
classical book Summa Theologiae , Aquinas tries to build an order of love in which both the self-love and love
for relatives and neighbors are affirmed and included through God’ s divine love. What Mannermaa criticizes
Aquinas about is that love would form a unitive power which orients itself toward the good and worthy,
whereas God’ s love directed itself toward “nothing” and “that which is not” according to Luther. In
Mannermaa’ s view ,the concept of love from Aquinas’s perspective is always egoistic whereas the love from
God should be purely selfless. What Mannermaa expects for human love is based on God’ s love,which is
contrary to human nature. This is the question. Is it necessary to compel and request Christians to love as
selflessly or even self-sacrificially as Christ loved? In fact, the study of evolutionary biology and social
psychology has shown that the motives of those altruistic behaviors of human beings are egoistic. Scientists

claim that the purpose of altruistic behavior is to exist and reproduce for their own species. As a result,the
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altruistic behaviors could only extend to families and relatives, or reciprocal objects, but not to all human
beings and creations. Thus, from a scientific point of view, Mannermaa’s expectation of love seems to be
impossible and unrealistic. But this is exactly the core point in Luther’ s theology of the cross. In spite of the
“sins” or selfishness of human beings, God’ s love would create something that was good and beautiful in us.
This is not because we are lovable but in order to make us lovable, God loves us in the first place. We are
first loved by God and then express it to our neighbors and to God. God’ s love only appears on the
“backside” ,that is,in the sin or “nothingness” of human beings.

In terms of the relationship between love and faith, Mannermaa points out that the most appropriate way
for human beings to face and respond to God’ s love is through our acceptable and self — empty faith. This
view is quite similar to Max Scheler’ s phenomenology of faith. From Scheler’ s point of view,love for “what
is” and love for “what is not” can be regarded as ascendant love and descendent love respectively. The
former is the love toward nature because the target of love is without love. On the contrary,the latter is the
love for salvation because the subject of love, Christ,is an acting person who descends and saves us from
sins. Based on this similar distinction, Scheler criticizes Aquinas for ignoring and distorting the original
experience of love in Christian belief due to the influence of Greek philosophy,in regard to which he holds
the same view as Mannermaa. Moreover, Scheler emphasizes that facing a self — communicating and self —
revealing God,a self — open and self — free attitude is appropriate to accepting the love of God for human
beings , which is in accordance with the theory of nihilization in Luther’ s theology. It can be seen that
although Mannermaa and Scheler have different backgrounds and there is no direct connection between them,
both of them have noticed the different kinds of love. Since love is just one of the important motifs in
theology , there will be more similarities and connections between Mannermaa’ s theory and that of others-if

we are looking for different motifs.

4. An Introduction ofthe Translator

The translator of the book Collected Works of Mannermaa the Father of the Finnish School; A Study on
Martin Luther is Paulos Huang, who is a researcher in the faculty of theology at the University of Helsinki and
was a professor at the Institute of Sino — Christian Studies in Hong Kong. Professor Huang is also a member
of the Finnish Luther research team. He received his bachelor and master degrees on systematic theology in
1990, and his theology doctorate in 2006, all from the University of Helsinki. His dissertation is a
comparative study of Confucianism and Christianity on the topic of salvation. From then on,Professor Huang
has devoted himself to the promotion of Finnish Luther research in the circle of Chinese scholars and the
dialogue between Christianity and Chinese traditional cultures. In his view, Luther’ s theology corrects the
bias of the theology of prosperity. Additionally, the principles of sola fide and sola gratia could make
Calvinists reflect on their legalism. The principle of sola scriptura could be borrowed to the Full Gospel
Church’ s enthusiasm and mysticism. Furthermore, Luther’s view on “The Christian as being simultaneously
justified and a sinner” is an important reference to the Methodist notion of perfectionist sanctification. He
also contributes to the comparative studies between the law and gospel dialectic and the general
fundamentalist view of Scripture. From Huang’ s perspective , Confucianism has a great influence on Chinese
society and Chinese Christians in terms of sanctification and divinization. The introduction of the Finnish

School to the Chinese Christians and scholars is very helpful to them. This is because of two reasons.
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Firstly,in order to unite the two concepts of justification and divinization, and secondly,to avoid apotheosis
from Confucianism’ s perspective. Apart from translating and writing articles on the works of the Finnish
School in Chinese, Professor Huang has also organized some conferences to discuss with the scholars and
clergies from China. In 2011, professor Huang established the Nordic Forum of Sino — Western Studies along
with the related international journal, which has fostered the dialogue and made comparative studies more
systematic and academic. It is hoped that there will be more dialogue and achievement by the Finnish School

within the Chinese academic field.

131



RXREH :
EXTPNEF IFEZFRZIXEZEXE:TT - BEHAR)

BEE

CE LD N ST 1 W TS TN

Vs

L% . +852-5427-2615 , i, T-HF{4:; f211989@ gmail. com

132



Introduction to the Fourth Nordic Forum of Sino-Western Studies on
The Finnish School of Luther Research and Chinese Context (2014 )

GAO Yuan

(University of Helsinki, Finland 00014 )

Author: GAO Yuan,Ph. D. Candidate at the Department of Systematic Theology, University of Helsinki, is engaged in the study
of Philosophical Psychology, Dogmatics, Augustinian Studies as well as the Comparative studies of Sino-Western Philosophy. He
received M. Phil. at Nanjing University in 2011, majoring in Chinese Philosophy and Eastern Religions. GAO Yuan, University
of Helsinki,00014 Helsinki, Finland. Tel. +358-44-9516-116. Enail ; gaoshanyuanquan@ hotmail. com

The fourth Nordic conference of Sino-Western Studies took place in the University of Helsinki on the
first day of December 2014 ,focusing on the theme of “The Finnish School of Luther,New Interpretation and
Chinese Context”. Scholars from the Mainland of China, Hong Kong, Canada and Finland discussed many
related issues concerning the Finnish school and the Chinese context,in which the new Finnish interpretation
of Luther, Justification by faith, and his religious reformation in the light of the Chinese context have been

drawing much attention. I address the background of the discussions as follows.

1. Theosis and the New Finnish Interpretation of Luther

The presiders Paulos Huang andTuula Sakaranaho firstly introduced the history of the Mannermaa School
and the value of Finnish Luther research for Chinese academics. Paulos showed that the Finnish school has
new interpretations in many domains of Luther’ s theology such as apophatic theology (“ théognosie
apophatique” ) ,the theology of the cross (theologia crucis) ,the distinction of the two righteousnesses ,the three
functions of the Law,the relation between the Law and the Gospel,Christ as the “Greatest Sinner” ( maximus
peccator) and the “Greatest Person” (maxima persona) ,agape and eros,grace and faith, participation ( refers
to theosis) and love, etc. Two findings of the Mannermaa school, Paulos stressed, are of importance in
understanding the doctrine of justification and the relation between faith and love; one is “the Presence of
Christ in Faith” (in ipsa fide Christus adest) ,the other is “faith is the creation of the divinity” (fides est
creatrix divinitatis). These points are interrelated in their addressing of the essence of justification and theoss.
In addition ,the values of the Finnish school are also embodied in the following; 1. Improving the dialogue
between the Finnish Lutheran Church and the Russian Orthodox Church; 2. Improving the dialogue between

the Finnish Lutheran Church and the Roman Catholics; 3. Improving the concord announcement of justification
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between the Protestants and the Roman Catholics; 4. Improving the classical interpretations on Martin
Luther.( 1]

In the seminar,Risto Saarinen ( Professor of Ecumenics at the University of Helsinki) introduced the
Finnish Luther Research and the history of Ecumenics in Finland. He explained that Lennart Pinomaa and
Lauri Haikola are precursors in addressing the Lutheran Studies in Finland, which held a high reputation at
the beginning of the twentieth century. The new revival of Lutheran studies results from the Department of
Systematic Theology team, led by Professor Mannermaa since the 1980s. Here lie the origins of the
Mannermaa School.(2] In recent years,some soteriological concepts such as gift, favour and recognition have
been paid more attention to by the Finnish school in their dialogue with the Orthodox tradition.(3) These
concepts are of importance in addressing the idea of “the presence of Christ in faith” in the doctrine of
deification , which is inseparable with the theology of the cross and the theology of love.(4)

Olli-Pekka Vainio ( Ph. D. at the University of Helsinki) shed light on the issue of theosis in Luther
and explained the meaning of “the presence of Christ in faith” ,along with some potential misunderstandings.
In his article “Misunderstanding Luther’ s View of Theosis” , Vainio lists the following misleading views (5’

(1) “Theosis-terminology does not appear often in Luther’ s writing. Therefore it is not central to him.
Claiming otherwise means interpreting Luther against his own intentions. ”

(2) “Theosis means substantial absorption of human person into divinity. ”

(3) “Theosis leads one to look for certainty of salvation from inner experiences. ”

(4) “Theosis excludes imputation as the central feature of justification. ”

(5) “Imposingtheosis as the central soteriological notion damages the unity of the Formula of Concord
and the Lutheran Confessional uniqueness.

(6) “The Finnish scholars espouseOsiander’ s doctrine of God’ s effective indwelling as our
righteousness. ”

(7) “Theosis can be used to solve ecumenical differences. ”

Vainio argues that the Finnish school adopts systematic analysis to trace the inner logic of the thinkers
and to expose the implicit connotations of the original texts. Although the terminology of theosis does not often
appear in Luther’ s texts, this does not mean that it is not the core of his theology. In Luther’s context,
justification and theosis could be interpreted in the context of sacramental theology and ecclesiology, which

shows that “the Presence of Christ” is the essence of deification. In deification,God and man remain distinct

(1) See Paulos Huang’s report, “The Finnish Interpretation of Martin Luther and Their Contributions” ,in the Fourth Forum of the Sino-
Western Studies 2014 ,7-8.

(2] For the history of Finnish Luther Research and the revival of the Mannermaa School , see Risto Saarinen, “ Justification by Faith: The
View of the Mannermaa School” ,in The Oxford Handbook of Martin Luther’s Theology ,ed. Robert Kolb et al. ( Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2014) ,254-263 ; Miikka Ruokanen, Luther in Finland: Der Einfluss der Theologie Martin Luthers in Finnland und Finnische Beitrige zur
Lutherforschung ( Schriften Der Luther-Agricola-Gesellschaft, 1986 ) .

(3] See http://blogs. helsinki. fi/ristosaarinen/luther-studies-in-finland/ and http ://blogs. helsinki. fi/ristosaarinen/lutheran-orthodox-
dialogue-2/.

(4] “The real presence of Christ in the believer is seen as the core of Luther’s theology and as a central feature ( perhaps even “the”
central feature) of his doctrine of justification. The idea of this real presence becomes connected with an “ontological” understanding of theology
---Theology of love and theology of the cross are among the central features of the Finnish approach.” ( See http://blogs. helsinki. fi/
ristosaarinen/z5/ ) .

(5] See Olli-Pekka Vainio’s presentation of “Misunderstanding Luther’s View of Theosis“ in the Fourth Forum of Sino-Western Studies
2014.
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in nature,so that human beings do not lose their personhood and individuality. Believers will not go through
essential transformation.(%J) Vainio maintains, “It should be clear that the basis for the imputation of Christ’
s righteousness is not the inchoate renewal caused by Christ’ s indwelling but Christ’ s own righteousness,
which is given in faith to the believer. "{7) As distinct from Osiander’ s view that “only Christ’ s divinity is
the justifying righteousness” , Finns take the sacrifice of Christ ( human-divine person) as the basis for
theosis.(8) Therefore the theology of the cross occupies the crucial position in the issue of deification.
Although the Finnish school lays much stress on the dialogue with the Orthodox tradition, it is not to say that
they have reached consensus on ecumenical issues. In some domains, the gap even becomes larger. For
instance , Finns do not use the term of energy or the concept of “the justice of God that makes us righteous” ,
but maintain the Passion of Christ to be the foundation of the justification of human beings. (9)

Antti Raunio ( Professor at the University of Eastern Finland) demonstrated the issue of theosis from the
point of view of a contemplative and active life. He maintained that “the essential feature of theosis is a
sanctified life in the service of others”.(19) Luther’ s main point, Raunio stresses,is “that one has to
apprehend Christ by the contemplative faith and become justified in order to be able to practice active life,
which consists of acting for one’ s neighbors in need”.(!!) In this case, the exercise of faith in love and
patience is not only for the practitioners in the monasteries but for all the people who live in faith and
exercise virtues in the mundane world. (12)

XuFenglin ( Professor at Peking University) offered an outline of the idea of theosis in the Orthodox
tradition , arguing from the point of view of mysterious theology, soteriology, energy and the Holy Spirit to
reveal the doctrine of deification in Eastern Christianity. He believes that the division of energy and nature in
the Orthodoxy tradition involves both the divinity and the humanity and the connotation is beyond the
theological scope,containing the elements of humanities. He argues that the participation in the divine nature
is through human energies,which show their own freedom,will and plan and these energies are acquired for
practicing and maintaining.('3) He mentions that in comparison to Western Theology, the Orthodox tradition
stresses more the role of the Holy Spirit in salvation. Redemption is not only through the person of Jesus

Christ, but also involves the Holy Spirit, Who delivers the human being to unite with God. Therefore the

(6] “Anyway,Luther strongly underlines that the human being and God remain as distinct objects. The Believer does not lose his or her
personhood or individuality and they do not go through essential transformation---Thus Luther acknowledges that he is not talking about anything
like transubstantiation. ” Vainio, “ Misunderstanding Luther’s View of Theosis” ,5.

(7) Ibid.,10.

(8] Ibid.,11.

(9] Ibid.,12.

(10] Antti Raunio,Summe des Chrislichen Lebens. Die Goldene Regel als Gesetz der Liebe in der Theologie Martin Luthers von 1510-
1527 (Mainz: Zabern,2001). Cf. Vainio “Misunderstanding Luther’s View of Theosis”.

(11) Antti Raunio, “Knowing God and acting for one’s neighbor. Contemplative and active life in Luther’s Theology,” in the Forum of
Sino-Western Studies 2014 ,7.

(12) 1Ibid. ,8.

(13)  The Chinese text is: “ AR I 2= OC TR A B S g i) 40 300 U X OB TRt BA & & —Fh A5, WA
JBi45 AEER R G0, N A BT SRR R 43 NSRS 5838 e AR AE , Al H OB ARU 0T 2, ARl A%
ol ] R AN Y L RE e , B AR [ ) L3 03, i PR Y 3 265 T (CRR A Rl AR BREA B ) il B Oy e W= AW
a9 A s AETTER T X SR AN B R R A 1 T TR R AT RV, AT RE I B T BRI R R AT &
[MEHALE ) # XK XU Fenglin, “ K IE 200 it 5 op B4 2219 © 3% Dongzhengjiao de  chengshen’ yu zhongguo zhexue de
‘ chengsheng’ ” [ The Orthodoxy Theory of Deification and Chinese Philosophy of Sanctification ] (% U Ji [E 2% 5 PG ¢ AL RIS I 45 Disijie

Guoxue yu xixue Beiou luntan baogao[ the Fourth Forum of the Sino-Western Studies ] ) ,4-5.

s
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emphasis of the person of the Holy Spirit, Xu Fenglin maintains, is a characteristic of the doctrine of
deification in the Orthodoxy tradition.

ZhuDonghua ( Professor at Tsinghua University) evaluated Luther’ s theory of deification from the point
of view of the historical disputation of Nestorianism. He argues that Theodore and his school was
marginalized as a heresy due to their thesis of the division of divinity and humanity in the person of Christ
which violates the regulation of “without division” in the Council of Chalcedon (451).014) For Luther,Zhu
explains , the mistake of Theodore is not his view of “division of divinity and humanity” ,but his rejection of
the union of word and man ( communicatio idiomatum) ,since Luther is in line with the formulations of
Irenaeus and Athanasius. '5) In this way Zhu asks,if Mannermaa’ s interpretation of the union of divinity and
humanity as “one” is right, then Luther’s view of “communicatio idiomatum” becomes problematic, for it
violates the formulation of “without confusion” in the Chalcedon creed as well.(19) The issue of whether God

and men are united as one,Zhu maintains, is fundamental for understanding the concept of thesis in Luther.

2. Justification and Faith

After the discussion of Lutheran interpretation oftheosis, the conference moved on to the second core
issue in Luther: Justification by faith.

Liu Lupeng ( Professor at Shangdong University ) introduced the function of faith in primitive religions in
order to examine the essence of faith in Christianity. In his report “ JR 1552205 Yuanshi zongjiao de xin”
( “Faith in Primitive Religions” ) , Liu maintains that irrationality is a main characteristic in prehistoric faith.
It runs through various types of worship,including pantheism, totemism and witchcraft. He interprets, “The
primitive belief does not care about rational analysis and the logical consistence ,nor the consistence between
the fact and the concept,but stresses the faith in their worship---The primitive way of thinking does not like
analysis and it shows a characteristic of synthesis. "(17) The synthesis in primitive beliefs is different from
Christianity ,which defends faith by rationality and analysis. Another characteristic in primitive belief, Liu
adds,is utilitarianism. For primitive people,they believe that their idols can bring benefit for them; if their
requirements are not satisfied,they will beat the idols. This is also distinguished from Christianity,in which
the pilgrim attempts to restrain from earthly desires in order to advance toward the divine world. Although

there are many differences as such, Liu points out that they also share the same principle of pursuing the

(14)  “Unfortunately Theodore and his school became marginalized in Western church history because *those churches which accepted the
definition of faith established by the Council of Chalcedon (451) judged Syriac Christianity as schismatic at best but in most instances as
heretical. > ” ZHU Donghua, “Martin Luther and Nestorianism” ,in the Fourth Forum of Sino-Western Studies.

(15)  “Just as the Word of God became flesh, so it is certainly also necessary that the flesh became word. For the Word became flesh
precisely so that the flesh may become word. In order words: God becomes man so that man may become God.” ( Luther Werke,section 1,vol.
1,25-32) See Zhu Donghua, “Martin Luther and Nestorianism” in the Forum of of Sino-Western Studies.

(16) “The Nestorian temptation represents a ‘ division’ Christology , refuted by Chalecetons stipulation, * without division’ ,while Luther’s
tendency to collapse humanity into the deity of Christ is in its own way just as problematic,in view of the stimulation  without confusion’.” See
“Conclusion” in Zhu Donghua’s “Martin Luther and Nestorianism” .

(17)  Lu’s text in Chinese is: “ AR A YFZHE , AP G, RESETE, RMEE90 5008 2Z 18] HH BUM 28R 23 7= A PR R M S )
------ BB AR BUT AT 58 A PEROASGE ™ KUBE LIU Lupen, U 52 50T B Yuanshi zongjiao zhong de xin”
[ Faith in Primitive Religions | ( &5 U Ji |5 ~% 5 P4 24 L Bk i8 354045 Disijie Guoxue yu xixue Beiou luntan baogao [ the Fourth Forum of the Sino-
Western Studies | ) , 71 4/Liu Lupeng,4.
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supreme goodness and the perfect union with the supreme being (--+).(18]

Hou Jianxin ( Professor at Tianjin Normal University) made an analysis of the values of the doctrine of
original sin and the idea of Justification by faith for political and social life. He argued that the concept of
original sin is the fundamental basis for the dualism of the Church and the State in the political framework
and the idea of Justification by faith offers a bridge for the modern equality of human rights. First, the
original sin is not confined to humanity but also pertains to political powers. The weakness and the fallen
state of human nature lay the foundation for the control of the secular power for righteous use. At the same
time , the Church offers a picture of perfection in the future Kingdom of God,which shows an orientation for
the present political and social life. Second, the theory of Justification by faith offers a notion of equality.
Anyone baptized will become a new person and will be elected as a new member in the city of God. This
idea breaks the social hierarchical order and displays individual freedom and dignity.

WangYaping ( Professor at Tianjin Normal University) offered a historical background for the theory of
Justification by faith. She examines the historical background of medieval politics, economics and education
in Luther’ s era and argues that the economic transformation from seignorialism to the market — oriented
economy laid the foundation for developing the values of individuality , which became the social basis for the
religious reformation. At the same time, she analyses the influence of the ideological trends of humanism,
classical philosophy and the theological tradition, believing that Aristotle, Thomas Aquinas, John Duns
Scotus, Oakham and Erasmus lay the foundation for Luther in developing the doctrine of Justification by
faith. On this basis, she assents to Mannermaa’ s thesis that the Lutheran doctrine of justification is not
opposed to the Orthodoxy theosis and she believes that “Luther’ s justification theory is based upon the
ancient church teaching of Christology”.(19)

Jason Yeung ( Professor of Systematic Theology at Ambrose University College) made an examination on
the doctrine of Justification by faith as well ason the tradition of Lutheran spirituality. He maintains that
monasticism had significant influence on the social life during the Medieval ages but the monastic problems
were becoming increasingly prominent as shown in the story of The Decameron. Moreover, some teachings
such as transubstantiation caused believers to not dare touch the divine bread and wine (--+).(20) In this
context, Luther makes the reformation, arguing that grace has nothing to do with human merit and the
improvement of human morality and spirituality is wholly dependent upon the grace of God. In referring to
Luther’ s doctrine of Justification by faith, Yeung makes a comparison between Luther’s view of spirituality
and the Chinese philosophy of soul and discusses the doctrinal connections from his point of view. This

comparison is meaningful for understanding the theme of Lutheran studies and the Chinese Context.

(18)  “[F—ME (ILAE) F3Z2 st (U ) IR AR AE S b — SR RS A AAR AR TG - AR R, B IS EE R IR R & |
PRI, AT LLAATRAT]— S8 3 7R AT P A PRI X 607 5 38 R SR O RICEL AT 2, T X S K E Y . Thid. ,6-7.

(19)  “ BRPEAYFR BRI AR AR BS W3 BUR M Z 17 EWF WANG Yaping, “ 55T« 487 PUEFR B9+ 23 Bl
Mading Lude yinxinchengyi de shehui jichu” [ The Social Foundation for Martin Luther’s Theory of Justification by Faith ], ( & U J [E 2% 5 PG 2%
JUBRiE AR & Disijie Guoxue yu xixue Beiou luntan baogao[ the Fourth Forum of the Sino-Western Studies ] ) ,9.

(20) #PKER Jason YEUNG, “ T BH BH 5 % 1 44 J& 58/ il 3 #8225 % A0 A )3 it Wang Yangming yu Lude de shuling/chengsheng
caolian dui xiandairen de diqi” [ The Enlightenment of Wang Yangming and Luther’s Teachings of Spirituality for Modern Life ] ( £ U Ji [&] 2 &
PG2FdL IS 3L 45 Disijie Guoxue yu xixue Beiou luntan baogao [ the Fourth Forum of the Sino-Western Studies ] ) ,13.
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3. Lutheran Reformation and the Chinese Context

Yeung continued to illustrate the relationships between Luther and WangYangming’ s views on the
training of morality. From the point of view of freedom in practise, Yeung argues that they are similar since
Wang Yangming stresses the enlightenment of soul ( BH.(» L%, Ming Xin Jian Xing) while Luther sheds light
on freedom from the law in one’ s heart. In this sense,both of these traditions are pursuing for the freedom of
subject and the transformation of one’ s soul.(2!) From the point of view of the approach to freedom, Yeung
believes that these traditions are opposite. Luther underlines the fundamental role of grace in improving
human morality while Wang Yangming argues for flexible training without adherance to external matters.(22)
On this basis, Yeung concludes, “ Wang Yangming’ s way of training ( from individual spiritual freedom to the
control over external matters) offers a positive factor for Luther’ s approach and it contributes to today’ s
morality. Luther provides the doctrine of grace and sin to cause sinners to be humble in understanding the
central role of grace in improving human morality ; these two traditions show a balance between Dao and the
Holy Spirit in practising one’ s soul. (23]

FengZilian (Ph. D Candidate of Religious Studies at the Chinese University of Hong Kong) stressed the
union between God and man in addressing the issue of theosis. He argues: “Justification does not mean that
sinners are declared as innocent in the same way as a court would rule,but refers to the real union between
God and man”.(24) Feng assents to Paulos Huang’ view in saying that there are some consistencies between
the Finnish interpretation of Luther and the Chinese doctrine of sanctification ( e. g. , sanctification in
Confucianism , immortalization in Taoism and attaining Buddhahood in Buddhism).(25) These consistencies
provide a perspective for finding more sources in the Chinese context in the dialogue with Christianity and in
producing the “Chinese school” of Lutheran studies.(26)

LiuXinli ( Professor at Shandong University) discusses the possibility of developing a Chinese school of
Lutheran studies. She remarks that Mainland China has its own advantages in the field of Lutheran studies

and a new research school is forming which is referred to as the “Chinese school”.(27) Liu traces the history

[21) Yeung compares Wang Yangming’s teaching of four-sentence mottoes with Luther’s view of grace and law. He exemplifies Wang
Yangmings mottoes as follows: “The nature of soul is out of good and evil, while the inclination of mind creates good and evil. In the case of
intuitive knowledge , it is aware of good and evil, while pursuing good in avoidance of evil is practicing for the investigation of matters. ” See
Yeung, “The Enlightenment of Wang Yangming and Luther’s Teachings of Spirituality for Modern Life” ,18.

(22] The Chinese text is: IE#IFH B 19 RN AP TAMER TR, X Bt Bt SRR B M2 UL L3 LAy 2
P AREAM T RERG, TREFTERN, ETREFFAZ H RS, EARS RS, hid. ,19.

(23] The Chinese text is: * FHBA i BRSOk B R SIS 800 A, 7T LR IR 75 SR AR AL T Y R B ZR4R 41t 520 1| el 9 AR i
[6, X4 K14 J RARLRAT — 52 ) BTHR - S22 7 TR A J0AE B R A 2 R i E A AN E S, B 5 222 O b R
SR . SR A R R LA, RIITIR A B B SR IR0 2, 24 S04 B el A A 10 B B, AR T 6 B B4 78
NS LNZ B b7 i B AR TEB) , iR g A TJERT B %5 .7 Thid. ,20.

(24) FEEE FENG Zilian, ({5 5% 25 2222 0R%E 0 T BRAEA BN BE——i% < P 2R IRZ A8 L B30 B T RAEHZT > ) Xin yu
ai; Fenlan xuepai dui Mading Lude de xin quanshi
Reading of the Finnish New Interpretation of Luther ] ( 2 PUJi [E 2% 5 P4 24 JLER IS 35 4R 45 Disijie Guoxue yu xixue Beiou luntan baogao [ the
Fourth Forum of the Sino-Western Studies ] ) ,5.

Du Fenlan xupai zhi fu Man Duoma wenji: Mading Lude yanjiu [ Faith and Love; A

(25) 1Ibid. ,8-9. Cf. Paulos Huang, “The Finnish Interpretation of Martin Luther and Their Contributions” ,8.

[26) Feng Zilian, “Faith and Love: A Reading of the Finnish New Interpretation of Luther” ,8.

(27) "B X SRR A AR 22 AN IZ HEAT , i S T A0 7 ) 5 U 8 2 T 9 2 T e I i) A A — L, 2 [ B [R5 2 3 R
Sy EREIRT T, XEER) LIU Xinli, P EE B A48 E 22 2R TS ) Zhongguo yujing xia de Deguo zongjiao gaige yanjiu [ The Study of
German Religious Reformation in Chinese Context ] (3 I Ji [E 2% 5 74 2% JL B8 35 4t 45 Disijie Guoxue yu xixue Beiou luntan baogao [ the

Fourth Forum of the Sino-Western Studies ] ) ,2.
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of Lutheran studies in the Chinese context,and divides it into three stages; The earliest introduction of Luther
in the field of Church history originates from the time of the Opium War. A group of scholars such as Xu Jixu
(54545 ) , Guo Songtao (F[= %) ,Song Yuren (KEF{),Kang Youwei (A N),Liang Qichao (43
#) and Tan Sitong (% [F]) were forerunners in introducing Luther’ s religious reformation into China. In
the Min Guo Period , his tradition was followed by Wang Jingxuan ( F4§%F) ,Zhao Zichen (4% ), Xie
Fuya(i§i#H) , Yang Shaotang (#5248 F% ), Ni Chisheng ( {ii#ff77) and Wang Mingdao ( FH]iE ). The
second stage starts from the 1980s, when Chinese scholars were trying to interpret Luther from the point of
view of Marxism. Some articles include Zheng Rulin’s (FBUNER) &K -F-H 1 52 2o 2 B sh—Hit A
WA R B H B2 RIGEI#AEIES) (“Review of European Religious Reformation; A Criticism on Hegel’
s erroneous view of the Ethnic Superiority of Germans” ) and Li Pingye’s (Z=-HE) ( ARIEIL. 5T - %
il 522 20 ) (“The Discovery of Men; Martin Luther and Religious Reformation” ). In the third stage,
Chinese scholars changed their stance in introducing the Lutheran theology. A series of books reflect their
approaches. These are ones such as { & « B %) (“A Collected Works of Martin Luther” ) ,{ 5T
- PEPEVEAED (“An Anthology of Martin Luther”) , { & T - 5 ) 4f2%) (“The Theology of Martin
Luther” ) , (X EFA 73 S DT - BE(LC) (“This is My Position; The Forerunner of the
Reformation, Martin  Luther ”) , { Jj &2 5 B 48 #F 5% 52 A ) (“ History and Thought Research and
Translations” ).128) In Liu Xinli’ s view, Chinese scholars show their advantages in addressing Lutheran
theology from the interdisciplinary point of view in comparison to the Finnish school. She states; “China has
an unique approach to the religious studies because of its special history. Traditional Chinese formulations
such as the comparison between Confucianism ,Buddhism and Taoism,the union between the three religions
and the supremacy of Confucianism show their unique approaches in expressing religious theories”.(2) From
this stance,Liu believes that Chinese scholars have shown their advantages in collecting various sources and
forming an unique “Chinese school” . (30]

On the above discussion,the conference moved to the issue of the relations betweengrace and freedom.
Zhu Donghua put forward his question: ” In the debate between Augustine and Pelagians, does the
subjectivity which Pelagians advocates take the last triumph from the modern perspective?” Jason Yeung
states that in modern society, subjectivity is put in a significant position,especially in Chinese culture,but in
the Catholic tradition and Lutheran theology, grace is the central conception. Furthermore,the “complete
freedom” which modernity advocates leads to nihilism. Paulos Huang adds that the essence of this issue is
the relation between Esse per se and Esse aliud and Esse per se would probably lead to nihilism. Liu Lupeng
argues that the authority of God restrains the human right(s) ,which is inconsistent with the modern spirit of
freedom. Wang Yaping assents to Liu Lupeng’ s view and she adds that the concept of freedom could be
involved with the spirit of law. Jason Yeung responds that human freedom does not mean that they can be
saved by their own merits (according to the Catholic teaching) ; what is more important is the grace of God
which is a crucial point in the issue of justification,sanctification and deification.

In my opinion, the Finnish new interpretation of theosis has a profound historical and doctrinal

background - the development of Christian doctrines in the Latin West. This involves the whole historical

(28] Ibid. ,6-7.
(29) Ibid.,16.
(30) Ibid.,16.
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background of the Eastern and Western doctrinal disputations. In the face of the FEastern challenges,
especially the criticism from Maximus, Simeon the New Theologian, Palamite and the twentieth century
theologians such as Lossky,Meyendorff and Florovsky,who maintain that Augustine and the Latin West offer
a wrong theory,saying that deification is merely a fulfilment of humanity without transformation into divine,
the Finnish school returns to the classical formulation of theosis,that of “God became man so that man might
become God” and makes a new interpretation. For Eastern orthodoxy theologians, Augustine and the
Lutheran formulation of theosis is false since they do not have the division between energy and essence and
they omit the role of the person of the Holy Spirit in the redemption and deification. As a response, the
Finnish school focuses on the second person of the Trinity and the theology of the cross to develop the idea of
“the real presence of Christ in Faith” as the basis of theosis. The new interpretation unites the theology of
the cross and redemption, arguing that the foundation for theosis is not the divinity of Jesus Christ but His
Passion and crucifixion. In this sense, the thesis of salvation by human merit and the deification without
transformation are both misleading. We see that the Finnish school does not use the orthodoxy terminology of
energy and essence and they return to their own tradition to interpret the Lutheran theosis in a new way. This
approach offers a perspective for rethinking the Lutheran studies in the Chinese context. In order to form a
Chinese school in the domain of Lutheran theology , traditional Chinese philosophy and religion should be paid
more attention to and on this basis a dialogue with Christianity could be possible in this new global era. As
Liu Xinli puts it; “For the enrichment of Chinese culture ,some Chinese scholars are aware of the importance
of involving Christian theology into the Chinese academic tradition; an exploration of religious reformation in

the Chinese context associated with the international academic situation is now under consideration. ”(31]

(313 Ihid. ,12.
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1. International Journal of Sino-Western Studies (1JS) is published semi-annually every June and December
by the Nordic Forum of Sino-Western Studies ( members from Finland , Sweden, Norway,and Denmark ) and
sponsored by the University of Helsinki,Peking University,and Jilin University. It covers areas in

Humanities , Theology ,and Chinese guoxue ( National Studies) ,

Practical Theology and Sino-Western Views on Church and Society,

Chinese and Western Classics and the Bible,
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Comparative Religious andCultural Studies,
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Footnotes must follow the style stated in our Footnote Format and Requirements. For the purpose of an
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electronic file should take the Microsoft Word format.

7. Article submitted to 1JS will be peer — reviewed first by the editorial committee ,then by two scholars of a
relevant field,and if necessary a third scholar will be invited to review. The author will receive the decision
within three months after submitting the article. The editorial committee has the right to ask for a revision of
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8. The author shall agree to authorizel]S the right to the reproduction of the article either electronically or in

print.

9. The author is solely responsible for the content of the article ,and any viewpoint expressed therein does not

necessarily reflect the opinion of 1JS. After publication,lJS reserves the copyright of the article.

10. The author will receive two copies of thel]S in which the article is published ,no fees or royalties are paid

to the author.
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Footnote Format and Requirements

— . &M General Principles
1SR BUT () WSCE = RAMOOmTE
Use continuous footnotes from the start to the end of your article.
2 —ABOLT , BIHAN SCOCHR B TERAT S, TEA 54716 .
Use original literature when the reference is in a language other than the article, a translation of the citation is
not required.
3 SCEESUR A I S5 30 .
Independent bibliography is not required.
4 FT5 I BORE SRR 95 R FLAL HER LI
Please use authentic,accurate ,and standard literature references.
5 ARDUETE F LA SO B
We use English as an example of all the non-Chinese languages.
Z .M Detailed Rules
1. &2 Monograph:
AR Huang Baoluo , { G2 A% ) Hanyu xueshu shenxue [ Sino-Christian Academic Theology | , (It
T Beijing : 52 Ak H R AL Zongjiao wenhua chubanshe [ Religion and Culture Press ] ,2008) ,155-159,,
Paulos Huang, Confronting Confucian Understandings of the Christian Doctrine of Salvation : A Systematic
Theological Analysis of the Basic Problems in the Confucian-Christian Dialogue, (Leiden & Boston: Brill,
2009) ,88-89.

2. 452 Compiled works:
B HAF: Luo Mingjia, 25 {#£ % Huang Baoluo & 4, { 3L& =¥ 5 W [E x4k ) Jiduzongjiao yu zhongguo
wenhua [ Christianity and Chinese Culture ], (b 5% Beijing; Hf B+ Fl% H ittt Zhongguo shehui kexue
chubanshe [ Chinese Social Sciences Press | ,2004) ;155

Miikka Ruokanen & Paulos Huang, eds. , Christianity and Chinese Culiure, ( Grand Rapids &
Cambridge ; Eerdmans,2010) ,3.

3.1% 32 Translated literature:
ZTE - B[ E5 /K Maike Agaier, { 5230 B2 ) Zongjiao xinlixue [ Religious Psychology |, [ J% Chen Biao
1%, (4t5T Beijing: FE AR K2#H Wittt Zhongguo renmin chubanshe | The Press of Renmin University of
China ] ) ,2005,30,

Fung Yulan, A History of Chinese Philosophy, tr. by Derk Bodde, ( Princeton; Princeton University
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Press,1952) ,150.

4. 5p3xF51E5| A H32E #l Chinese literature in non — Chinese articles:
Liang Qichao, Gushu zhenwei jigi niandai [ The Genuinity of Chinese Ancient Books and their Dates ],
( Shanghai; Shangwu yinshuguan [ The Commercial Press],1923) , 20.

5. LERPISCE Articles in collections:
K £ Zhang Min , { &4 ARING Wi IR Z=5]) Jidutu shenfen renting
[ The Personal Identity of Christians |, 5k# Zhang Jing 3= 4% : { S AFAFE W& (A F 48 ) Shenfen
renting yanjiu ; guannian , taidu, liju [ A Study on Personal Identity |, ( ¥ Shanghai. |7 A\ B H ki tt
Shanghai renmin chubanshe [ Shanghai People’ s Publishing House ] ,2006) ,101-105

Zhuo Xinping, “ Comprehensive Theology: An Attempt to Combine Christianity with Chinese Culture,”

Zhejiang Wenzhou anli

in Miikka Ruokanen & Paulos Huang,eds. , Christianity and Chinese Culture, ( Grand Rapids & Cambridge :
Eerdmans,2010) ,185 —192.

6. H LK P Y= Articles in newspapers ;
HRELL Cao Shuhong, ({5 M 2 fie &3 2 47— [ ¥ 3 B 55 56 1 28 2 T 8 2% 2 Uy 11 W 0045 40 55
Xinyang zhi lii, Cishan zhi xing
[ The Trip of Faith and the Travel of Charity ], { /f [E % 4 ) Zhongguo minzubao [ The Newspaper of
Chinese Ethnic Minorities ] (2011 428 A 23 H) ,%8 5 i,

David E. Sanger,"U. S. and Seoul Try to Ease Rift on Talks with the North," New York Times, (11
June ,2005).

Shanghai Fochansi Juequn ciai gongdehui canfangtuan Xizang xing jishi

7. HiF| h )32 = Articles in journals:
Z=f B Li Chichang , € 15 SC 7 [58] 432 58 W& - B 2K F [ 2578 5 F /E 1 5% ) Kuawenben yuedu celue; Mingmo
Zhongguo jidutu zhuzuo yanjiu [ The Strategy of Readings in Chinese Christian Writings ] , { 3£ # (k2%
FIY Jidujiao wenhua xuekan [ Journal of Christian Culture] ,No. 10, (Jt5% Beijing: 7 [E AR K% H Wkt
Zhongguo renmin daxeu chubanshe [ The Press of Renmin University of China],2003),168,

J. R. Carrette," Religion and Mestrovic’ s Postemotional Society: The Manufacturing of Religious

Emotion," Religion,vol. 34,(2004), 271.

8. £1ii£ 3¢ Conference papers:

[E95 46 Tian Haibua, (OUETEBEAG 1 : 1L 35 37410 1 B 9 1) Hanyu yujing zhong de
> Shijie’ ; Yi shijiu shiji jiduxinjiao de quanshi wei li [ The Ten Commandments in the Chinese Context ],
“HEJm BB S EA S ERET S E TS Disijie ¢ Jidujiao yu Zhongguo shehui wenhua’
guoji qgingnian xuezhe yantaohui [ The Fourth International Young Scholar Conference on Christianity and
Chinese Social Culture |, ( ¥ Xianggang , 7 7 U K %% Xianggang zhongwen daxue [ Chinese University
of Hong Kong] ,2008 4512 H§ 59 H),3,

John Barwick, “ Liu Tingfang, Chinese Protestant Elites, and the Quest for Modernity in Repu Xinping
Republican China” ,presented in “The 4th International Young Scholars’ Symposium on ‘ Christianity and
Chinese Society and Culture’ ,” ( Hong Kong: The Chinese University of Hong Kong,5-9 December,2008 ).
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9 . 22{I1£3C Dissertations:
XNZ W Liu Jiafeng , { Hp E 5B 20 £ A 815028 shBF5E (1907—1950 ) ) Zhongguo jidujiao xiangcun jianshe
yundong yanjiu [ A Study on the Movement of Chinese Christian Countryside Construction |, (#; Wuhan
A fiTE K18 118 3 Huazhong shifan daxue boshi lunwen [ Ph. D. dissertation in Central China Normal
University ] ,2001) ,55

Nathan C. Faries, The Narratives of Contemporary Chinese Christianity, ( The Pennsylvania State
University , PhD dissertation,2005) ,22.

10. EExM & £l Internet source:
http ;//www. leeds. ac. uk/polis/englishschool/wilson03. doc,2005-03-27.

11. E£ 5| B Consecutively repeated citations:
] 145,55 19 i,
Ibid. ,pp. 73-75.

12. 5| Quotation from a secondary source:
iR R AIERY 22 B Xinjiang dang’ anguan dang’ an zheng 2 —5 —140 [ Xinjiang Archives . Politics | , %
FlAAPIEE - B2 W42 Mulati Heiniyati; { % A 18 /R B 4% 20 4] 88 5 7 &1 %) Kashigeer Ruidian
chuanjiaotuan jiantang lishikao [ A Study on the Hisotry of Church Establishment in Kashgar by Sweden
Missionaries | , { #r $ 41 2= B} 2% ) Xinjiang shehui kexue [ Social Sciences in Xinjiang |, ( & & K 5%
Wumumugqi : 2002 4E55 3 #]) ,64-65,

Stanley A. Erickson, “Economic and Technological Trend Affecting Nuclear Nonproliferation,” The
Nonproliferation Review,vol. 8,no.2,2001,p. 43, quoted from Michael Wesley," It’s Time to Scrap the
NPT," Australian Journal of International Affairs,vol. 59 no. 3, (September 2005) ,292.

13. #£ A\ 1% & 5 i% Writing of Chinese personal names:

TARAE NAHAT S SCA4 5, W v6 ST U4 RTHE IS , 40 < Paulos Huang ; 5 HUAT H 3044 57, W v B 07 =k
R4 )5 , W : Zhuo Xinping 5%, If a Chinese person uses the Westernized first name , his name can be written
in this way: Paulos Huang; but if he ONLY uses the Chinese name,it must be written in the Chinese way,

for instance ; Zhuo Xinping, etc.

14. E4b Others:

b4 7 75 4w L 25 514> Hebei sheng difangzhi bianzhuan weiyuanhui [ The Editorial Committee of Hebei
Provincial Chorography | #: {7/t & & « G2 %) Hebei sheng zhi . Zongjiaozhi | Hebei Provincial
Chorography . Religions ], (4t 5 Beijing: H [E 45 £& 1} it #1. Zhongguo shuji chubanshe [ Chinese Books
Publishing House ] ,1995) ,224

U.S. Agency for International Development, Foreign Aid in the National Interest,( Washington,D. C. ,
2002),1.
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