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English Title .
The Concept of Theosis in Orthodox Christianity and the Concept of Sanctification in
Chinese Philosophy

XU Fenglin

Professor , Department of Philosophy and Department of Religious Studies, Peking University 100871 Beijing. R. R. China. Tel.
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Abstract : It is generally understood that the Christian God cannot be reached by human beings, and
that a human being will never be able to become the God. But in Chinese philosophy, becoming a
Buddha,a Celestial and a sage are seen to be possibilities and are encouraged. The two traditions
are totally different. On the other hand, Orthodox theologians emphasize that o6osxenue ( theosis,
divinization) as the essential theme in Byzantine and all of Orthodox Christianity. Are there
similarities between Orthodox theosis and the Chinese thought of becoming a sage/sanctification?
The present author points out three of them: First,both of their starting points are in the paradoxical
anthropology ,i. e. ,the nature of human beings. Secondly,both the process of theosis ( becoming the
God) and of sanctification ( becoming a sage) are dynamic. Thirdly,the aims of both theosis and
sanctification are to civilize human beings.

Key terms: Theosis, Sanctification/Becoming a sage, anthropology, dynamic process,
human civilization
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