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The Changed Perspective and Hermeneutics of Chinese Classics
——A Comment on Shifting Paradigms of Sinology by Fxamining the Protestant Missionaries
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Abstract : This paper introduces severnl Protestant missionaries © diseusgion on whether theism is a
traditional conception among Chinese. They not oaly responded to the Jesuits’ topic to explore the
meaning of the term Shang D in pre = Oin iterature . but went further (o suggest that the Confucians
of Song dynasty knew God and the knowledge of theism exisied all the time in the long history of
China. The value of their opinions can he found in the fact they probahly created a new idea of
culture through a hermeneutical perspective. This interpretation can hardly be aceepled as any now
existent tradition, but it brings us inspiration amd force (o think about development and renewal of
culwres , and to think about the cultural communication on the creative level.

Key words . Prolestanl missionaries , cultueal communication, hermeneutics of Chinese Classics,

monotheism, Sinology
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