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Abstraet s Twn Lieads off aleegle Temales within the: chgeeh, Cashinl e wlrging and Parseaan slnple: Gl migalnearles, shone ooy
wimilarilies, They b work for the chonch and aee actively imvolvesd] in moeo spects of social ssevices and public welborey | swch
. aelivine , wducativn apd all kinds of public eelfaes, Inoouimst b the Postestaot sicgle Damale missivemries, st of ming
in church, Catiolio virgins teod to stzy at bome or gather M smoll proups, widls Uootestont singls female missionaries bave more
flexihle ckrdres tn lHe. Additinnally, their oelthamy statns pould nhomge. This paper acalvees the mles of two femole groups and
their impesrlanl enaleihulinns in Chinese seicly heough theie Lilles, lilesyls . work charmelesizles and many olber epesls.
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Cathnlic virging are single Chriatian women whe atay at home and do not attendd church. Some
of the Protestant female missionarics arc single as well, Although hoth groups of Christian women
shure similur religivus bockrround, many dilferenves exisl o their perspective on chostily, ik and
work

1. Summary

Catholic chastity aystem hegan in Tioman cra and was hrought into China again at the ond of the
Ming dynasty, Many rehmous fomale chastity and took the responsibibity of seoing the choreh.
Since Kuropesn nun had vol enlersd inly Ching before the Opivrm War, Calhwlic viegins were aclual-
I¥ playing the mle of numa. They worked for the church, inwlved in different types of poblic wel-
fure, and made mpertant comtrbutions to the promefion el development of the churceh.
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the Catholic vitgina. Protestants, who separated from the Roman Catholic Church during the refor-
mution in the 16™ century relisious roform, broke the trdition of celibacy in religious professions
amd eslablished a church nanagemenl syslem o [he secular sociely hal s based oo egualily and
frecdom. Therefore, many missionarics who came to China in the modern times hrought along their
fumilice ; mmd such practice set an exnmple for their followens, As the missionsry work progrossed,
WK Em]uu"}' wlared prricipaling in the mnmsipms s aml varipps lemale mission dgEnCies slared
hudding.

Amenicon Protestunt secictics were o vital force in the Chinese missionary work, Bascd on their
L.lllll_]ijl",!-l.i:llll;ll-rlﬁ ol he Chinese wziely e Proleslanl meissipmgries opm] Dol Pemgle s i es
played an important mie in the missionary work. ™ Aa carly as 1890, women constituted 60 percent
of missionary volunteers und proved to be o porticulady persuesive voice in disseminating Amenican
inMuemee in Ching, ™0
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“Pure Women Awareness” appeared in the United State in the 19th century and included four as-
pects; piety, purity, submizsiveness snd domestivity. T1ety s the most importunt virftue of women
and is considered as the source of vitality. The pure image, suhmissivencas to the patriarchal lead-
i:n_l-]'l'lp am] vare for 1,]r_|||||:::51f1:.i|_:,' wre |||1:n::]:.l the mnileslalion of I_'II-I:L':' viroe, |r||]-|,:|-|,'.lrir|uL'|||E Chiiriese
women with ~Pore Women Awsrencss” through practice among fomale Christians wuas unique tw the
work of American Episcopal Church female missiomarica.

The Buplist church was very selive umong evangelism of  dillferenl missionury secls i Chim .
In 13%4 , " Four missionarics camc to China, Theoy were Miss Lottic W. Priec, Miss Willic II. Kel-
Iy, Mizz Julia K, Mackenzie and Mr, W, W, lawton, Miza Lottie W, Price and Mizz Willie H.
Kelly worked at the Shanghu Chapel and spread the Cospel to visiting famnlics. They also opened
girls schaol in 1897, known as “Tady” . The to the dedication and hard work of the founders and
Lhiesir EUCESEIE e sobumsl becgrme the Elim ¥ ales A{'Hl;ll:rrl_'r' lsr Lirls, ™ E'”u: e les missipagries
who worked at the mrls® schools ployed sn importsnt mole in disscmineting westem coltore and meli-
giom and social acience.

Among ils wamy religious selivilies aml mals, esloblishing fmole missionary opunimlion was
a critical strategy of the Baptist choreh. “'The first female missionary society was Shanghai Lan e
Men Hup-l.l-:sl_ ﬂrﬁlll;ﬁ:ﬂl—lmlfj_'ﬁflt_&r IE"E:} . which consisled of lyve Genale llowers o 1895,
Soon thereafter, other churches followed suit, and the fomale missionary Organizations appearcd
actoes the contral sermon distries. ™ @

Subscquently, some fomale missionery opmumizetions appesred m Cusngdong, Cumsgea and
Shandomg as well. Baptist Single female missionary was the hackbone of the fomale missionary Or-
ﬁ_[rl-lmliurl_. weml Iht'ir |‘|ig|‘| |i:1.'|:=| ol |_:|_|||_|_|r|,|l I.'rlr_lwln:l;,lg.u: gl :5|rr_|-||_;: l_':rgmlirul-ll,mm uh-llil__',' wipn | hes sl
port of many helicvers.

Lntheran mizsinnaries in China alan made striking achisvements by leveraging the strengtha of
the female misstonaries. Henan hengyang { 7F B ) Lutheran Chureh i o great exumple. © Lotheran
Church entered Zhengyang, sinee (fing Guangr dynasty, year twenty eight---Tiepublic of China,
yeur l.]'lrm:, there were lemple rrlie_cbl-urluril::s; |.1.|||}'|-||£ hlﬁ{%iﬁ} . '_.,:ﬂrlﬁ.l:-lll "l"tl: ﬁ'Eﬁ:l .
Meital Cuod $EHE) . the mumber of belicvens was inercasing overy day---", @

Protestant missionary onganizations that entered China in the mndem period also made impeor-
tunt eontributions in encouraging female perticipaten in the chureh snd missiomary acgvities. There
were female preachers, deaconcsses and female clerks. Most of the volunteers in the church were
[emule , mmd they ok upon themselves mwosl of the work in (e church, such as preaching, visiling,
teaching . clesming, cte. Nevertheless, women' = status in the ehureh scrvice was still lower than
=1, i

Before the War of resistance Aswinst Jopan, Anglican Church orduined the fivst Chinese fomale
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pastor Li 1in" ai{ 4= FE). Since female priests wers rare until 1949, a large number of female
e el p]a._'r'ﬂ_] An irrlpnl_rrl.alll_ e o rrl-l:gqcl-ullar}- wrk, '|"|||:':' “shipald il H::-l. rr|::|rriq:|,|r hecause
they should be (stally dedicated™, @ Allhough Temule preschers bad lower wages (oo (heie mule
counterparts, could net be ordeined, umd waos not allowed to be in choree of the sseroment, the per
formance of the fomale missionarics showed the chemeteristics of ndependence. They mained the re-
spect, love and cstoom from many belicvers bocanse of their self — csteom, sclf — mspeoct, inde-

prndence: and self — relianes.
2. Various names and fitles of virgins and female missionaries

Catholic virpins had vardoos titles, such gs *zhenmfl( chaste women ) , daezhen ( small chaste
[women ] ), tonpzhen tongshen or tongzhenshen ( virgins )7, ® alse kneown 2™ zhujiadi, guniang
gutaitai, auntic, cte. 7. P Similarly, the Chinese soecicty also had some comresponding titles for the
female Christian missirmariea. Comparing to the Catholic virging, the Prmtestant single female mis-
spngries hgd :§-IIII|Jler Llles, “The mosl common one was ﬂﬂull;ﬂllﬁm{mm} or Cmiss,

For exnmple, twwards the end of the Qing dvieesty, i Shameyuan wwn |75 ( lunening disiricel
L5 ) ™A larpe American hospital was built in Iloujiagiac in the eity. A new female practitioner,
Misa TTang, helped with the diagnosiz and treatment of women discases. ™ 1 Ty the (zanheyan A-
merican Christ Choreh Tived clergy Mr. and Mrs. Fergnaon from the Methodist Kpiscopal Church
with twe odildren mom] lescher Miss Sha, ™ ™ g Jinbs lown, “ &merican I_'.-Iijrﬁ_ﬁl wormen, Wiss Lz
angd Mise Hong, lived! on [he wes) side, They boughl lund, buill hoese g sel up closses by B
selves, " P Chinese urchives reconds is quite a few about female missionaries, this need not.

In the curly stwre of missions, must of single female missionuries in China wore westcrmors.
(rencrally those who were called Miss were unmarmricd. For cxample, there was a fomale missionary
Miss Jin, who was in charge of 2 school in Wu town Jiangsu prowinec( 11 #h%2 LL ). The achoal had
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it donr facing north and four Chiness — style moms. 4

The Methodisl chumch Femagle missmmmres wens very aclive in G[I.ﬂrlﬁl;ll_lllﬂ, Hl_lrIrIiIIH H-II'I‘;_'. sl
was the main emphasia of their work. “In 1863, Miss Bxhelme amived in Canton---"Thres yrars
]u.l_n:r__ June Bodelille jl_ll-llﬂll_] e runl,r.ull.}'. " @ﬁleﬁt IR ORIy Tadies e irnpariunl conlribalions
modem women educalivn in China,

Aonie Skap Bemlsen I:l:_:l'lirll::ﬂ_f name s TSR TE ) W o erigsipriary ol e Ching Trlgom] Missin,
She stuyed single in her whole life for missionory work, She used to presch in the northwest Ching.
The leval children fiendly referred to her as “ Aunt Pricst™ or “ Auntic Phcst”™, ®

Female missionarics in northem Taiwen were called * young girls" ( 3588 ). The requircment
o obtain this qualification was that they “were single or unmerricd , had g stoong and motore fuith in
Christ, were healthy | cducated , mature and halanerd cooticmally, and had larpe tolerance to other
cultures and relipions. Among them , the © cducated” refemed to those whe preferably had hachelor
degrees, “had s teaching license” | or at least had completed the classes in * Missionary and Dies-
comcas Training Scheol " . Bt in fact only ene third of the givla met the above roquirements. ™ W

In gemeral, aingle female Prtestant missiomaries foom Fomope and America conld he called
“pirl™ o U Miga” g hut these single missinmaries who were in China were mainly called ® givl™ { Moeat
ol $ill!.]l: lermgle Proleslanl mmissipongries Tpen Chiog ™ s Tocal could be called Gy |||-t|||5" . Do e
porlan work o he Furpean angd Armerigan Fermple missiongries in Ching wies Lruining 55|'||g|1: WLTTIETE
vho were dedicaled 1o he |r|iﬁ|'ur|a.r‘|.- areer, which was similar o |he l.lﬂ-IrI-IIIH ol yfrﬁirm h_l.-' Calhalic
lemple rmissipnpries Tnan |'1.|,|rr_||_'u: ungd Amesrigg, As u respll of (he lr.“irlill?; s, |ur!;:=. mpn ber
of femule missionary ugencies wppeured wll over the country, o mujority of which were sgeneies for
young Chinese Female Christinns,

3. Life style

An som g Cathwelic virging deocided to bve w chaste Lfc, they must ke o vow of colibacy.
Protestant fomale missionarics could stay einple hut eould sleo cxit their single life as long as they
find an appropriatc life partner. Tor cxample, Amcrican Tpiscopal Church female missionary
Aizhen Tang (15 E ) married missionary Aili Tang in 1861. As an American Fpiseapal Chorch
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female mizsionary, ahe represented amd symbolized the transformation in identity from a single
tracher to a missionary s wife.

Conzemmently, there emerged twn types of the Pmtestant female missionaries  “wife of the
teacher type”™ | the wife of missiomaries who came to China or ®single typa™ , the ummarried poung
women. The aingle women whe deeided to dedicate: their Tife to missionary work weres usnally inflo-
cnccd by their family background. Single female missionary from China Inland Mission, Anmic Skao
Bemtsen { Wudan 2i) | wes an cxecllent represcatative of them,

Performing the missionary works, the " wife of the tracher™ type and the “single type”™ often
eonperated. For example, *In Shangyoan townd{ Fooll ), there was s hig Amcrican Jesus Church,
where Tived the wife of the missionary TH from the American missionary and ™ givl” YVao who was in
charpe of the girls schosl. 7 ™

In Cuangm Year 19 of the (Ming Dynasty, a large Amercan Christian Church in Shangyuan was
home: to missionurics froon American Presbyteran Church, Moo msmd Mmse Man LI, Mr amd Mo,
Wende Dong( ®CE AL, Mr. and Mra. Zichun Ie( € S0 ) , the wife of missionary Ai,
girl Mel ( 4B ) and gid Rend {T 45 ). Al of them were doing the missionary work. There
was a school in the chureh with more than 20 bews and tesched by Chinese teschers, WThis was the
miszion bnmeh i Shangyoum town, Single female missionurnics wmd missionery familics often worked
tigrethor, which mercass] the flexibility of the missionary sctivites,

The Baptist Choreh 15 one of those churches that heve o sproficsnt amoont of smele fomale
missionuries. Therefore, single femole miscionory Miss Liln Watson ( Chinese nome: Leli W 5220
05 e book 100 yesrs hustory of Buptist missienary in China (1836 — (936 ) " pave the fomule mis-
stomaries their much — deserved socinl status. The book recorded meany storics of the femole mission
aries, wnd muny of (hese reconded e cooperulion belween the single femole missionmries amd e
wivess ol senssigogries, Fogr |::-:u,r||[_|-|i:__ Wise Laly Whilden was the oy uﬁhh:r ol w Canlonese missigmpgr—
v. Aller completing ber education in the U, 5., she cane bock o Cuungebou aod besmn preschinge,
|1:.|,|_1_:|‘|'|||5 ol Hll-:i-ll-lll_r": Tarmilies in VETZ, She fopmded Myl n Blimd Huspilu| . which resled e
blind people, espevially women, Aller 12 yeurs of Toyal and diligenl work , she relumed e the U, 5.
dut w bealth rewsons und passed away in South Camoling,  Aller she lell Cunmgebou, the wile of mis-
EHINRLMY Haobi 1 { Mrs, Jumie |, Croves ) epnlingesd TRy L |||_|-5|_;||'|,u|, i)

The secular megming of (he Helpmmalion wies Thal celibacy was oy longer comsidere] e o saced
way of life. Therefore, devont followers no longer desired for celihacy. Basically, celibacy of the
Prodeslanl femuale missipnories wos never due o B conglminls of religion, They were Tree o chogese
to stay single or get married, For example, Miss Yimei Hong ( Miss Mg Young, H553E ) from
Baptist Church came tn China in 1883, fonded Peidan Girds” School{ B8 L0 BF) , and went hack
I her homne: counlry Lo gel manried, Mise Bo { Miss Carrie Boslick ) ook over her job gl served as

B E ] R ERT L FEE SR B Taiwan chrmgrame: yemfeyman jindaishi yanjinens bian hing chnhan [ Institits of Baden
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the principal of the school. @

The lile of birlﬁ]l:r lermgle missonaries wis veery Mesibile, 'ﬂ'l::}' wlle=r vooprkest] with rru-ﬂ:g.iurlar]r o
ples, I thoy met the right parmer, they would slso start 8 fumily. I so, the “pid™ title would no
lomger be wsed. In the English cxpression, a eingle fomale missionary was called Miss and then
Mre, after bheing married, Thiz kind of trandformation of title was frequently recorded in Protestant
literulure {This lsformalion bud been meslly reconded in Prolestant Tilembere aodChinese docu-
ments { such ws Archives of Church effuirs amd Ant — Christion casc) . bere do not sdd ropeat ox-
plains. )

'|||.'"||}' did s gl e u.frlﬁ]i: lemgle missipngres ﬁllﬂ"}- choose e marmied Tile¥ The secmel was
||'|a|l Iht-ir ﬂmll_h_[n;l |_1|,|r|ru_-:r ol Iirr. Wills l|'||: |||u|1: PRIRSsSIrIEL rv. Hi_‘:lll_ﬂ:’ res] wives pl Lo snissionaries m
the 19" century had amhitions of missionary work ovemscas before they found their loved oncs among
their migsiomary partners. = The time sequenee of working first and marnying later proves that they
all have desams of heir careers, 7 @ Therelore, mugry single lemale o] o wives of missiongries
and helped their mshands® work.

(n the contrary, the Catholic virging were different. Onee they took the vw of eclibacy | they
were in covenant with God and would live according to the mules of virgs, Thos virging needed to
weur coslumes und cerluin baircdyle amd pecessories in onler W idenlily Lhemselves, Then: was m
drose code for Protestant fomale missionuries. Their status could be changed from single to mermied.
They might step into the marrage hall onc day and cxit the single lfc. In goneral, the higher the
degree of seculavimlion, he e meaninglu]l of (he dress code o ideslilication, Vice versa, e
mpre slrie] und svelemalic [he religion s, e more siringenl e dres ople s,

4. Service and dedicalion

Developing missionary work smong women i Ching was o common feature of all Protestant mis-
sionary secicty. © Americen missionarics whe came to China in the carly times found the importance
of female™ & work in their career. While the single females atarted joining mizsionary work omly after
vivil wur, the work of the Chinese females hod a continwous plon. The separation of different sex m
Chins probibited half of the population from missionary work, ™ @

Training Chincae female folloveers was the gral of Furepean and American missionarics. For
example, “Miss Willie H, Kelly of the Baptist church offered women Hible reading class in Shang-
hai Lasheimen Buptist Church and treincd o mumber of femele preachers, ™ ®They ulso founded o
Bible study sehool whoere the most of the members were women from pest family, Under the Leasder-
ghip of female preachers, * Christian female memhbers visited the sick and elders, tanght classes in
doy sehool pod culechisl sehool, vnmuniced Bible remding closses, sel up e ollar, jeined choies,
cte. ™ PThe methods and stvle of work were the sume as the Eurvpean and American sisters training

Chincse virgins.

B Hew Lile Wt schey Briaf” Hisnnicad Sheicken of Boptial Mimie in ckive 1536 - 136 { Hog Kang: Baplisl Pres, 19367, 16,

@ Tamw 1. Hshert, Americon Serses in Wioion, - A Sadal Micary af Thaueés and Proctoe. | Maran |mireesity | 19977 19 - 21, Saa
5 %% Lisng Tintin, (45 4 #rif S35 4 16 ) Huaren chusmdon 1u_fénsing fudeaiis| Evangeling And Revivalists Of Modern Chiza |, { %6
Moo Fong: ' I0i {15 A H Xuomdas chohenchy: | Allaner: Dible Sevsinory |, 1999) 9] o viomes | Prefoer |

B R Tstier, The Gaped of Gertiliy , Avcvivuss Womaen Mimiomawy i Tarn of e Contary China, { Yule: Divcmity Przed M
Ieerr aml Lasabom, T9HET | 11,

£ Dils Woksan s | Brisl Histnrics] Skeiches of Rapiid Missanm in chim 183 — 1936, | Hang Knme; Baplisl Fress 1936, 75,

B Jemmie (3 Iner, Wonm mud femde (Enr, | |shiph Dsimesity | 5000 0
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Under the leadership of female missionaries, it was very commen for the Christians to partici-
|_|uL|:: i 1_'.]'|::|riL}l wrlcq;. lev Mes '|}Jwr|{ﬁﬂ:l . Gl,.l::lllﬂdl,llrl_ﬁ |:'r|,|-'|.'-||||_'.|:I “ Hu[_rl.l-sl_ I'.:ma.]u I'_II'HﬂIIi:ﬁﬂll-i_:lll |_I|_:|—
nated a lurme smount of money to relieve the leeal residents gs well residents from other townes suffor-
ing from natural dizasters and famine, " %Catholic sisters and virgins often had the same responsibil-
itics in the charity works.

lelirlg Frarn b ywo mupor secls ol L']'lrisll'urlil_'.r, Cuthodie :n'lrl!.;ll: W= {rll_.lll:ﬁ,_ '|."|rﬁi||5:| and
Christian Fenmule misstomuries shared mony similurilies in working ethics und melbods, The muin ou-
dicnce of their work was women, and the goal is to pradually change the social status of the Chinese
women. © The church nacd a single — dimension image of the female figures in the Tible as the ex-
ulllpl:& aml asked Lhe Temale members o e chureh o ollow e txulllp'r:_, Feznipe rrlul'l-rlﬁ them © -
bedient, bumble, loval md covperative. ™ ¥ The difference s thut Protestunt single femule mission-
ary” & tegidenee was often attached to the church with sehools and elinics (or hoapitals) . They vaed
achonl and hospital as a medivm to conduct missionary work individoally. Therefore, *an important
influence that female missionaries brovght onto thefr Chinese followers was a clear image of profes-
sional women, ™ 9 Protestant female missionurics poid more sttention to building community school
in additicn to Bible sehool. In contrast, virgins provided the children with thenlogreal truiming which
often lacked ancial and mimiversal applicahility. In addition, the Catholic single females were forther
divided ol Lwn BIUILIEE, IILITS and '|.'|-r:5ir|:3..| who Few] ol divesion in |::||_||.:|r.| |1::_t}u,:|||5ﬂ:_|i]i|_f|::_t amd
rolos,

For female missionarics, “religious devotion is one way for women to pet fd of the shackles of
family and social hondage. ™% Therefore, their work in the secular socicty is wery versatile, such as
a.l_]'p'l_ll;_:tll.-lllﬁ emgncipalion ol ywamen . ng}ll.in!; x| fool — '|'J-'||||,'|ir|!.; andl irlfalll_il_:l'l_]i:, el ﬁ,:rrl[_ra.r:::]
wilh Prolesianl [enmle missionuries, Use vingins ollen lved n relolively small spoces: conseguently
the focus of their work was almost always in the chorch. After forming relipous groups, virging star-
tedd trans — regional migsiona and social semvices. ( Soch as TTien — tan — hori in Shanghai diocese,
eslughplisshresdd |_1_'|-' Frengh Sr_u_:iul.}' ul Jesus, The uriﬂ-lrml ngme 15 Presenlandimes, The Uhinese megn-
s “xinn " menns ©ollering, “ane " menns ©ollor” | fel " means © congresation” ).

Chimese Cathwolbie vinrms begun to appear ot the end of Mo dynasty, buf thear belief and bfes-
tyle: were: difficolt for the traditional Chineae socicty to acecpt. After the prohibition of religion in the
middle of (fing dynasty, this gronp was transformed into an influential gronp. Fach dincess patah-
lished snd mmuged local Sisters in modem Ching, with the major hnman resourees being the vinzins
who stuyed at home, When Choistian protestant fomale missionancs cntered China, the covimmment
was relative open. The pmject of aducating local female missionary led tno a new force of female mis-
siomary team, The female missiongry society and women ™ s aid society found near the end of the
ing 1,|3.-|||,|.|sL}' pn,n'::i_l Lhat the Chriglign Proleslanl F_m-wl.h wWigs Llll'l;',.ljj}' rupid anal ill"llﬂrll.il.ll, wee] puses
of the most Important contribating forees was the fomale missiomary, cspocially those single fomale

11‘II‘I’_II_I£]‘I their hgnl l.'r-l,:rlc, Iwo groaepes ol Temgle women wilh very sirmilar Failhs Bugee ledl their
mark on [he hislory of Ching, However, due o he dilferences Thal exigling in cheneh siruelunss and

thealogical doctrines , there are many differences hetween these two types of religious single women'

% Lila Watsen ois; Brigf Misorical Skesches of Dapcin Missons in ching |R36 — 1906, { Ilmg Erog, Dapeist 19360, 51 -52.

B Auple, Weux, Condr comacs uned Biblicod irtespreyutivee , §{ Thusg Kuse, Thissg Kooy (ludion Tttt 2007 , 1500

B S EREE Laug Jidin, {0 S SE M) Muem channdo ya fimaing oo | Kuegdias Aml Bevivdise 07 Bk
China] , {3 Hooge Kong: 90300 B 8L Seomcban clubasda [ Allisnoe Hibds Semiony ], 19990, 104,
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s and the mles each played in the Chinese society. Unfortunately, the Catholic virging and Protes-
lanl 5-'"!'5]': rijllla]i: rrli:l-:g.l-urlar}' ﬂ]llll,lﬁl. EYEr Lﬂ_u,:r_mmb:l;] I;IUF-IIIH “II:I-I Linmne=s, Hﬂl_] lJII:_'r' lm:rl u]'_r]i: laa [iar-
ticipate in fHemdly cooperation in secial services and ether activities , cach would definitely be able
to complement one another and perhaps the history of Chincse Christianity would be rdcher.
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