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1. Iniroduclion

The hislpry of (he Chinese Hiles Conlnwersy is compurubly well koown, ul Teast on e
whale. TSeveral topics are coveresd, namely aceommadation of the Jesuits, meaning of the rites for
Comfucius und the ancestors |, the appropriste Cluoncse torm for Cod, the meamng of Chinese phleso-
phy wond ethivs, o e 177 cenlury the controversy slursd inside e Sociely of Jesus aboul the righl
terms for the Christian God and apiritoal“religions names, then the question whether the: practical
ntes were superstitions or nod was discussed | amd finally towsrds the end of the contury overyvthomg
slurling wnew wilhh Chgrles MHiHI‘I’_IL. = MEF {1632 l?m:} “ Mundaglurm sew Ediclum™ of March
26, 1693, The Mandate war sent tn Tumpe, where it not only causcd scveral condemnations of the
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Ritea {1704, 1710, 1715 and 1742 ), hut also the delegation of the papal Legate Charles -
Themas Maillard de Towmen (1668 1710 tn China from 1708 umei] 1710 = The most important
phuse of the whole smtmovensy, however, tsok place in Bumops: betwesen 1700 and 1710, then the
discuszon wos more or less stopped by Clement X1 who forbade the publicetion of books and pum-
phlets about the Chinese rites without explicit permission. % The discossion wos not only of mterest
I [he Thenlpsions and missionuries direclly involved in he oTair, bul ol o The edeenled people n
Fumpe, who informed enselves pmd whe oflen sided with ooe purdy or wilh (he olber, Well -
knewm in this reapeet is the Protestant philesopher and andversal genioa Gottfried Wilhelm Teibmiz
i 1646 - 1716). Ilis comrcspondents, some of them Jesnits in China, supplicd him with informa-
tirn and material. ITis appellation for accommodation to the Chincse culture, bowever, remained
unheand in Rome, &

The fuet tht the leamed Europe bed become the contre of the controvensy coused aleo o shoft of
Lhe diseussed guestion, 11 (umed w0 8 question which wos neady as old s Chostonily, nomely o
Lhal ol Lhe sulvalion of the inlidels, “solus poganorum ™, There were always Iwo lines wilhin (b
Church{es); purl of the heologiun: were comvineed hal evervbody oulside the cherch wos con-
demned , and in this case “outside™ alsn meant before the time of the chureh. (hther thenlngians had
a far morc merciful attimde: by (z0d” 5 prace it is possihle that also people were saved who did not
bedong to the Jows or to the Catholic Church, if they belicved in God and lived a life of high cthies.
From this the fellowing question cmerged « 15 it possible thet oo — Christian pooples hed and have
un 1dew whout the one truc Cod? Would ths idea or belief be sofficient for them to be saved by Cod¥
Should wed could missivoories use the people " s own idens, Aluals and fles, W lewd Gem o G
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were eomdemmned without their own fanlt? Such questions were diseussed in Eomope in the seeond
half of the 17% century, for cxample, hotwoen Jansonists and the more moderate Josuits with respeoet
tn China. China reprosented a nation as numerous and old as none of the Furopean nations, that
pructiced sines thousands of yoars a relimon fros of soperstiteon aod that bed 8 bdeh morol wihich ro-
scmbled the Chostiom moral, but thet hed no port of the revelation given to Mozes, and which had
nplhing, hegnd of Chrstianily, Could sech o nation be considered Tt or o bave been sapel S e
place of the fiercest controversy about this question hecame the thenlogical faculty of the Sorbonme in
Paria, where aome baoks written by Jesnits on the topic of Chinese religion were submitted. Some
sentenccs of thess honks were taken out of their context and condemnied .

2. The law of natore { " lex natorse™ )

Christinnily sinee ils beginning: became more mml more o religion of o cenlrilugnl movemenl.
Froom [he revelglivn in [he Old Teslamenl given o lhe chosen pepple of The Jews lhal o Messigh
would be senl, Lhis revelalivn was inlerpreled as being given o he “new”™ chosen people of the
Christians, who were considered as the spirimal deseendents of the Jews, the Juden — Christians.
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The Apestle Panl expanded this sphere of the chosen people to demonstrate (od” 2 all — embracing
will for the salvation of all, i. e. the truc meaning of © cathalic”. In his first lotter to the Corinthians
10:32; in the leller o the Colulinns 3:28, wod Calatons 5:0 Paul developed a scheme of Lthree
phases of the world history fitting for all human heings and their religions, namely the = lex natu-
raliz" {or fex nature) , the " lex mosgicre” | and the " lex evangelice” . % Chrisdanity, also called
“luw of grove” {lex grotoe) s, of course, Lhe bighes) level, wherens the © law of Moses™ , Jewry,
in inferinr, however, leads to the law of grace. ‘The idea of the *law of nature™ is here not he seen
in & juridical meening, bt a5 a natural theolooy and moral as doserbed in the letter o the Romans
1:20: “For the invisible things of bim Dom e creation of e wodd are clearly seen, being under-
stovu] by the things that are made, even hiz etemal power and Codhead ; a0 that they are without ex-
cuec, " " and Romans 2: 14: “For when the Centiles, which have net the law, do by nature the
things contained in the law, these, boving ool the low, ore o lw wole themselves, ™ Wilkoul spe-
cial revelation thia law ar expresaion of the ™l mferna™ ( etemal law) s written into the heart by
(;od. The *fex naturalis” cxisted besides the law of Moses, which was revealed in history and pro-
cluimed vulside, e, in the wrilten oo, With tee belp of the * imner” low (e beotbens lenmed
the essemtial and moat important things of the sxtamally pesitive Taw. ©

Many theologians were convinecd that the pagans could be saved before or outside the line of
revelation il they did by “notural impulse™ whal wies writlen in (heic hear,  This doctrine was volid
from the church fathers it the and of the 19* century. 1 Defenders of this idea of a law of nature
were, for cxample, Ircnacus of Lyon { dicd ca. 2029 .2 John Chrysostom (347 —407) who clearly
dislinguished belween paguns and idolalers, T Apsslios of Hippo (334 4300, whe deseribed (B
doctrine of the thres laws '™ and mentiomed the * Golden Role™ . Jaans himeelf made the connec-
tiom hetweon the low of netore | the luw of Moses aml Christisnity: “ Think not thet T sm come to de-
slowy Lhe law, or Lhe propbelss | om ool come Te destroy, bl o Tl (MES0T), % This law of
nature outlived in Augusting” & opinion all times and remained valid in the heart of pious people, &
ven after the low of Moses had hoen written down, % Thomas Aquinas OF (e 1225 - [274)
themuzhl thal The nalural perceglion of Cod wos validaled by e sepermuluml grmee, B A nice example
ia givem by Peter Abelard (1077 1142} in his Collationes sive Dhialogus inter Philosophum, Tu-
dieumn et Ufristanuem , where roprosentatives of the three luows ane discossing. The philvsopher is 4
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“lrentile™ with a natural ethical law, the two others have religions scriptures, bt all three of them
are devotees of the one God, ™
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and I7* centurics . when new pagan empires were found with high cthics and morals or when, as in
the case of Chine, such cmpires were rediscovered. An importont factor for the impetus to mission
work was the assumption that these peoples were lost, but thiz seemed to contradict God ™ s merciful-
negs, Ui the other hand non beptized boman beings had nof o be lost co ipso, o they had eheved
the “lew noduralis™, However, the “lex nodaree™ wos only valid wntil the Tuw of Chost™ was ool me-
ally apread , and Christianity was the surest way to the ctemal salvation. The thenlogical actuality of
lhis doedrine s documented by severnl books in the 17% cenlury, all published laler han Malles
Mieci (1552 1610), as Francescn Collius, De animabus pagonorum i quingue { Mediolani
1622 % Jueoh de Bouldue, De Ecclesio ante legem bl tres in quibnes indicotur , quis o mundi pri-
muprelie ssgue o Moevsemy fuend] ordo Fedlesiee ( Paris 16300, his Ty Koolesia pos! legeem [er anolog-
cus mundum in fucem edidus | in quo ostenditur quanta i stmilitudo inger legem natwralem & legem
Evangelican ( Paris 16300, Pascal Rupine de Sainte Murie, le Chrstionsme noosaon duns (o
gentilitd. Tome premier: De o fov des gentils de la Loy de Nature , ou sont exposez lex meysteres de la
Dhpnrad selon b Doctrine des Patriarehes , des Bpvptiens, des Merses, des Drwvdes, & des Nations,
foee sevunel s e b Religion dey Paligecles, and Bene fogsieee : The salol des Goendils, O ol esl fradld
de la saingetd des premiers Stecles | de [Thigine des Empires, de la vertu des plus grands Princes, & de
Ia Sugesse des Philmsophes ( Paris 1653 - 1639}, Collivs exlensively deall with the prophels and
aaints of the law of nature of ald times, hot he was convinesd that some of these ™ sainta™ despite of
Lhesir posilion ws prophels ol The end wene ool soved ol all, Do [his epoles] The newly Tound peoples
wers mat mentioned. 5

Under the prosumption that morally high peoples { e which the Chinese belonged aecording to
mst missinmariea ) were the offspring of Moah "= “good™ aom Shem (of. Geneaiz 9,18 =27 ) alan
the Chincsc ohtained their place in God” & concept of salvation. The primitive revelation given by
Cod to the progenilors of e whole of mmmkind was volid om Adom oot Noob, U contoined e
cxant knowledgn shout God , but ales the promise of the future redeemer. Besides that line of revela-
tiom Christiom outhors a5 Loctentius (240 - ¢, 3200, Euschius of Cocsuren (e, 263 - 339),
Clenenl of Alesgmlog (o, 150 «, 2150 aml Augesline gespomed o special mevelalion pulside e
Old Testament, which Cod had mven to the Gentiles. They had o kind of prophets, who in mysten-
vus books, comparuble o These of The Jews, had spoken gboul moesleries of e Tulure redemplion,
In the: carly Tenaissance this teaching became: valid again by the books of the philosopher Gemistos
Plesl g I:la-ﬂ'.l |:|-.52::I o Lrivanni P delly Mimndols {1415-3 M-'_'-.H-:I_. g Mersili Figiog
(1433 1499, %

Such prophets of the pentiles were the Sibyls, Hystuspes, the droids , several Grock phileso-
phers as Plato and Sokrates, Hemmes or Merkur Trismegistos, (hphens, Prihagoras | fomaster, 3
Their theology i= called ™ Prisea Theologia™ or * Philosophia perennis™. % It was assumed that the
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* Prizei TTeologi™ had written deown their prophecies already before the hirth of Christ, although in
reality these hooks were written after Christ’ s hirth, ® Actually | many church fathers dealt with this
I.ll'_',.ﬂll;.ll-lllﬁl &

3. The “lex naturz" in Ching

The Jesuits with their theology shaped by probabilism and a positive world view at least undl
I hies I_II:EI-IIII-IIIE ol 1he 13"' cenlury , bl @l ollier wissipngries gsspmed hal the Chinese off .H.Ill.-ll,luil._'f
weore o ahjort pagans, sent without salvation to ctemal condemnation , but that they had a monothe-
istic reliston ot least ot their ongine Only loter the hizh level of relision deteromted to the atheism
or agnoaticism of the comtemporary scholars during the late Ming — time, and the idolatry, i . Buod-
dhism and Decism of the common peeple. @ As for the antiquity the Jesuits were convineed that alse
I.]'Ii_f' .IiH.I'IL uf l.]ll: ]m\' 1,:-r nglure mps] ||m-'|: ]_u::i:ll L‘lu_ll,\'rl ]_1-:' L]'li: Ellfllm, alll_] I.]'l:qL '_-:ll,:lllrl.ll;'-lﬁlll-:llll Wils an
cxpression of the “ lex natre”™ . % Tn his 50 — called diary Matteo Rieci, the ploncer of the China
misgion , wroles = TN dome st pud sperare dollo immenso booda el Signoe , che molie di guegll andichl
ai adossern nella legge naturale | con quelln agiuto particolare che suole Tddia porgere | a quegli che
di sua parte funne guane pessone per noeverfe, (% One can conlidently bope thal o the meney of
Cod, many of Lhe aneient Chinese foend salvalion in the nalorul low, wssisled as they musl by
heen by that epocial help which , as the theologians teach, is denicd to no one who docs what be can
lowards salvalion, seeording o e Lsht of conscience, ™) ® Ricel ol olber missionuries aller him
helicved to have found ™ traces”™ of this natural law in the hooks, in the moral and wisdom of the
Chinese people. Only Inter the deteriomation sturted with the wrval of Buddbism in Ching, and mest
Chinese hecame atheists or idolaters, @ According to the missionaries, only the classical “sect of the
litcrati™ eontimued to know a higher Numen , but this was more or less destructed by the philosophy
ol the Mes — Conbeeigrs, @ Cod sus boown in Ching wnder (e ngeoes T LTIy . King ol
Tleaven™ Fo4iF or Tleaven — Farth FoHl. Tn his famoos Chinese hook Tianzha shivi 724 TT# Teed
wrote: ~ There ure a fow people in the world whoe | theugh mood now |, alwers behoved morully in the
past, and who, though folloseing the trath new | never flouted i the past. The truth T am apeaking
of s the tmuth which the Lerd of Heaven has cogmaved on men s minds |, snd which He ordercd sagnes
and worlhies (o crve on lablels of slone gl o reconl in books, Those who vielale this ruth e
hound to offend the Severcign on High, 75
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This attitnde towards China and its religiom was eontinued by other Jeanita and missionaries in
China. These missionarics helicved that if they could tic up Christianity with the vestiges of the “lex
nopbrlis™ L as Juowmenled o the ol ks of Climg, the Chimese copld easily be lad o Chrigliani-
ty. ® An important cxponent of this Jesuit theology concerning China was the Flemish Jesuit Philippe
Couplet (1623 - 1692} who edited the Confucius Sinarumn PMalosophus ( Poris 1687 ) and its ample
intmduction. # There were several possibilitics how the Chinese eould have gained their knewledge
ahout Coed. They had the © luw of nature™ |, but us descendents of Noah© s som Shem, they must alse
have received lrmces of the revelalion sboul the tree God, 2 This Gith wos preserved , and already
cmperor Huangedi #3T (ew. 2607 BC) built o temple for Shanedi |37 600 yoars before Abre-
hurrl, ﬁ"”n: TOUESSSS TR E D B ||.|,|_1_| |'_|-|||:|.I ({1 5||,.||;,|}' | b= l_1|1_‘| ':_:II;IH:-,‘I: hi,ll,l-lncs [ ﬁru;,l Irpwzesss aall IIH: r_|||_| FJF-IIIIill-'ﬂ:
religion behind the adulterating eommentators, and they could alsn vac the old names for God to
help conlempomry Chinese W see Chrislionily ol as g opew bul as o =eouine Chinese relision.
Therefore, Couplet alan pleaded for the names for God * Xam 67 ( = Shangdi, Kmpemnr in High)
and “Tien"™ = tian # Ilcaven for (God, which the Jesuits found in the Chinese Canconical
ok, &

4, Louis Le Comite and Charles e Gobien in Epropean discussion

When Charles Maigeot sent his confrore Nicolas Chanmet (1645 - 1714) to Rome in 1693 to
u]_rl,u-lll A |_'.||_l||r||1r|:|l.-||,|-|| r_rr hizs | i rese= ﬂrll_] a I_:I_Irldl:!lrlllﬂl_l-ull ur l..I'It! C]ﬁlll::lc 14 a0 e um_] Lermes I‘n_.m l]'ll::- Hax-
ly Cfice in Home, the question of rites was brooght o the European public. ® Afier 1700 it was no
lomger v controversy inside the Socicty of Jesus or between the different orders inside Ching, or in
gide: the Catholic Chureh, bt a matter for discossion and eontroversy of the Tramed andAor the
theolomeal cireles of Europe, The members of the two partics wrote, tnmsluted and edited books
anil F_m||||_r||]1:l$ pre and con The Chinesse Hiles inosuch an eslend Bal Clermen) X1 II-IIIJ_l]]:u' loprbaple o
write: ahont the subjeet without cxplivit permission. # Lacking coough material for the ficree contro-
versy many of lhe books which appenred in the years 17700 and 1701 had already been wrilles us
manuacripts in the 174 century. Some of theae manoacripts wore cdited and translated now. There
were, for cxample, the French tensletions of the treatises of Niccols Lonpobardo 5] (1565 -
16595 ) and Antonin Santa Maria a Caballewn OFM (1602 16697 , written much earlier and in an-
other context, namely in 1623 and 1668 respeetively, which appearcd in 1701, ¥ They made a pgreat
illll_lrl:_:'._i:g.il,:lll TR I_!ul;;l]il_'. diszpsesipn gl :l-lﬁllin{'ﬂlll]}' inllpenged [he Gymges Peffer § Benpooad wrillen

hy Gottfricd Wilhelm Leibndz (1646 - 1716 ). % Other treatises were direetly written for the actmal

B Cuuphd, " Precmiulis Dodeatin™ | b

B ‘Thinmy Mesnenl | Csyfarion Sinemme Philmepko { 107 - Ve Kot Heedatine of te Cogfadon Do { Monnments Hisnnes 5n-
ristatin lman 't | Brems 7000}

& Couplet, “Tmeminlia Deolaratio™ , bovd.

G Couples, “Trovatels Devlarann™ | b, boootrs of Lo Comse 1 1690 ) , 134,

&h I'uu||||1, “Freiiminle ademtin” , ks zoiv

B Ulormol el Bons alisr s leng ol only in the baginesiogs of 16597 sl wt one sobimitsd his soesogioes ludie son Csllani,
“Fin Friaf des {Thinamissiceomn P Joschrs Bocest 52 ] s Moanedst dss Apestalisches Vikew wom Foo— ldsn, Chacles Moieese BEFTT | Aonsa
Eritschri® 3 Wirdonnimenucha 13 {1987) 18, 5. B, L.

@  Deemee, deted 25 of Septemsbher ITHY, 5. BM7, #2609,

& BMY, 2080 wud 2061,

B Mo *letin:™ waes unllp pulilishel ety moecd abiten - Wil 1 s e Mo Gl ), Gottliod Wilhode Liiloie,
Thimraese awr o thedegis woonlle der Chinnds. Ml sinen Andone: Nimbs Legmhasli, Tmi woe gusbposs poinls o be oslipio e (hinsia
| VertFsntEchimpps des Lsibmic — Arehivn] | FronkSot W00 107 - 1%

a4



SEnlvadion oo Candesmwnolion ¥

sitnatinm.

Charmot fought on two fronts.  After submitting the acensation in Reme he used his relations in
Puris amd tv e urch bishop Lowss — Anfvine de Neailles (1651 1729 w subumil the question wl-
sn tn the Theological Faculty of the Sorhomme. He chose several propositions out of the context of Le
Comte:" s and Le Cobien” & books to ohtain their condemnation. # The theologians at the Sarbonne
mlueneed by Jupsenism bad 8 guile feerous atlilude lowands the possibilily for men vulside e
Catholic Church to he saved. Without the grace of God even the heat works of Christians and even
more: Moo Christiens were invalid, and all people who were not baptized wore ctomally lost. This
pessimisie allilude wwanls the sulvalion of men was conlrey o Gl of e Jesuils, wnd il is there-
fore not astonishing that a clash of theologies was the resuls. %

The Latin introduction to the Confuctus Sinarum philosophus was quitc probahbly not read by ton
muny people. The new books in Fremch longunge wens published (en vears aflerwands, nomely by
Lonis La Corete (1655 1728), Nowseows Wemaires s [htat present de L Chine | — 11 [ Paris
1696 — 1697 ), Charles Lo Gobicn (1633 - L1T08) , Ilstedre de [Edit de [ Empereur de la Chine en
SJovewr de lu Religion Chrdtierioe s owee wr coloroissemend sur les fonnewrs goee ey Chinos rendond o
Comghuoriree & aux morts { Parie 1698 ) , and Joachim Bouvet™ o (1656 1730), Portrait historigue
de " emperewr de fa Chine (Paris 1697 ).

The three books by Bouvel, le Comle and Le Cobien, which appeared o shorl Gime afier (e
“migsiom™ of the first French Jeanite was pent to China, became real hest — sellers with many edi-
tirms and trenslations® and influenend in a large measure the Eoropean publicity in favour of the
French enlerprise, bel were gl wsed as o wenpon geninsl [he Jespils us an onler in [he Hiles Con-
troversy , hecansa the Jesuits hacame incantions within, Teapecially the first two hooks cansed a Tuge
und hot debute abwwt the possibility of the salvaton of the Chinese people in old times. The context
ul These wo books wos nol The newly enllumed Hiles Conlroversy, s i is oflen glaled, Le Comle " s
hook alveady appeared in 1696, therefore it canmet be an answer to Maigmt’ & Mandate of 1693,
which wus sent to Furope sceretly and which bevame only known to the Jesnits in 1697, % Le Gob-
ien s book appeared in 1698 and aimed ol emphosiving (e mle of The French Jesuils o oblain e
Fdict of Tolcration againat the demand of the Portugueae Jesnits in Josd Suaree™ 5] (1656 1736)
hook { which was, howover, written in Spanish laneuaee ). % Wherces Le Comte stayed st least
sormmz Limes in Ching, r|a||r|¢=.|].' Feonem The end of T6ET unlil the ed of 1691 when b reluned g AT
rator of the Jeanits to Farope, Te Gabien never left Tompe. ¥ The ten haoka together with Towvet”
s Portrai fustorique constituted an important part of the politics of the Froneh Josuits who wunted to
berome frll_:ll:pn:ru;ll:rll Trgen Lher Pornguese rogsion,  Therelpre Lhess Buspkes wrillen in Frengh |4_|.r|!.;|,||mn|:

dﬁ- G Fiosd, 7T 1405 Jeapess Dy, “la vmmlunmtion o Serbue: ths Nouvosa Mitmenss sor b Chine: de o L Cansh:, has
Hshade e 1alTaim” | Barbarber de mime mlipiaase 37 [ eris 1!:ﬁl|] o Wh - HIT | B Flismble, L feciter en (hine; be gasmells sder Kl
(1552 = 1773) [ Paria 18855% . Dhowid B Menpella, Onrene fand; faost drvsmonadation sl e Origie of Sinalsgy | Sindi | sibedtionn Sap-
pleenta 25] { Wisshaden 1955] .

% Do, 98 - 105,

B MHA, I

4 Wil . A5, B ven {Unllass, *Ein Hriu", 182 -2,

& Lo lbertad e in bey de fKae, emoal fopesin de o CBine. Cenpeers por o Soea. P o S| die be eenpettio da b, Bacter
del Golagio de Fekim, corte de squel nastissing Enperio. T frodocids & fa imero Fetogoees & Jo Corelans, por Don Jion & Espinola, & Dedi-
oado af B % M Tyree Condaler de Smuafle, Presosioo Gemeral de b misms Conpatis e feee ( Lishen 1686 . I the scenmd nat of s book
Fuunze wber smesions] tae: Ttz Do Conlurins ml i aosto, Tl sl e s s b Mgl s osdei:, sbeenos e Ged pust of Suance’
Bk wer pmoldislnal by diotfrinad Willedm Leioniz in hin Seduine Sindm (16T} in latie sl te: uguege of U aleogal paph:, 1
11 in the meanndd sdiline nf 1he edeinn Sinkes ol TREL

h Mimpells 147, Jrewnt sharpna, Simarteioe de Dot de Ohine de 1557 & TR0 | Beme, arie 1973 | 917
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emphasized the mle of the French Jesuits in the China mission ; their relation to the Kangxi Kmpemr
{I‘Eiﬂll 1662 ]?'23:]' . whwarn ﬂ'u:':' wunled Lo cpnverl gml wh seemed by be so olose o (be K'm!.g]ulll
of Cod, their role to obtuin the Edict of Tolerution in 1692 , und their attitode fowands Chinese cul-
ture end religion.

Lc Comte” 5 two — volome hook is subdivided into 14 lengthy “letters”™ , and a0 — to — say ad-
dressed ™ or dedicaled 1o Cherch authorilies and high Freach oobilily. ® 1o the secpmd volume of (B
Nowveows Mémoines sur [Tl présend e lo Chine 11 ( Puris 10973 o Lelre X" addressed (o e
Cardinal dee Bottillon { = Emmunucl Thésdes: de la Tour d° Auverpmc Curdinul de Bowillon, 1643
- 1715, Cardinal from 1669 ). Le Comte described the old Chincee religion by repeating and fnl-
lowing the Tine of Couplet” s “Pmémialis Theclaration™ to the Conflucins Sinarum Philasophus { Paris
16373, bul in French langumee, which booughl him o langer publicity, and especinlly addressed e
French nobility,

Also Le Comte considered the Chinese to be the offspring of Noah, in this way the primitive ro-
ligiem was bronght to China. Starting with Tusi {£<f, the Chincae emperors of antiquity initiated a
cult for God, therefore Fuxi had the also name Paoxd BI%E, the one who offers sacrifice, a name
which would Tor e Comle L Tor g oswinl of e O amd Mew Teslgmenl, T thind BIRILErr Huull_ig_li
WA (2609 - 2588 BC) built o temple of paluee for the Highest Lord of Heaven (Shanedi),
which Le Comte sndaciously called “the oldest of the wniverse”™ | hocanse it was 600 years hefore
Abraham. ® The fifth empemr Ahnanen 5HEE (240 2413 B0 appointed priesta and “ chnreh
Malayrins" 'I:".Hmdurf:r.s F.':ﬁmimﬂwws") s roslers ol e sperilives, Empense ke '*E'lillﬂ-'li
- 2343 BC) md his pious wife, whw pruyed to Cod for o son, were for Le Comte unother proof of
the fuet that the sntique Chinese were momotheists . und also Wo Wang g5 £ (1046 - 1043 BC)
who wanted to heoome the sacmifice for his banther. Aceording to Te Comtr, idolatry only came to
China under emperor Kaizer Voo Wang B |- (781 771 BL). D For Te Comte Confocing was
nearly a Chrisliong “ Semelimes i seems (hal these wene The words of a doctor of the * New Taw™ (of
rrace) instwad those of o man cdueated under the desencruted lew of nuture, "9 The contempors-
ry Kangxi BT Emperor was deseribed a5 a God — fearing muler. Despite his inclination to Lamaism
{ i honare certaine Ronses du premder ardze™ ) he was no slave of this doctrine. B (n certain days of
the vear Kangai was offering sacrilice e Shangli following the ol use, ¥ Le Comte" s book was guile
sucvesslul wnd bod severl editions and (mnslotons, %

Le (zohicn (1653 - 1708 ) was the procurator of the Irench mission in Pans, where he col-
Teetead] Tetters and other information from his brethren of different missions, and he alss distribated

35 B e Jedbers woilien ]l__l Jowchiin Diesect wrstieny W e Froeseely Meesipitont jon Tsne. Jiun l.ll.l-l:[.‘:. Cuilrest, daved 10* of Tuna: 1887
[ Hildivtam Memmmb: Comtnde, Vil Foomonsch:, Beme, 995G ACH 830, el Sechiven Humesm Secidativ hoa, Jagp. Sine 168 20y
e e R

ﬂ._':r T it Frebin Cardinal de Jomean | 1611 1703, (lerebmnl Frors FRHE) | b B Coerdinel As Hordlles sned G e sistee — 5 = bne
Drmchease Momie Aroe Tomllos, oée Mopoind, {164% 1704}, to Gemmon mobde omed bishop Willels Tepo Grof won Filostenbesy [ 1628
1o, Cordine] Some 16861, who wes an adborom of Loots XTIV, w Coasar Caodinal d° Eastes | 1638 - 1004, Capdon] Som 1671, and
Churhiz Munrio: e Tedlser {1882 = TPUF) . Thee dhalimadioms wazn: lur proiedens o Ui Jonils wml ta: Chine s wed sheobl ey b ena:
Frinnedly rliores and Gulings boswerds Lo undir sl i missionary intsstions and owaeds the cootins of we san Frnch Jssil mission in i,

Bl TF Cropler, © Prseriski Daclaratia™ | b, and b,

&' Lovds Le Cambe, Newmows Memoires sur § Eioe prevens de fo Chine I Tozie 1686 ), 106 - 155,

B Le Comte I, p 334 =D semhle qoebqur fods que oo it o Doeteer de b sooeelle log qui nade, niotsst goies bommen devd dans

-
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copies of letters, as, for example, he was mediator hetween Leibniz and the Jesuits in China. % His
Iistoire de ' edit de [” emperewr --- { Paris 1698 ) described the background of the Ediet of Toler-
anee Bsued by the Kangxi Emperor afler o loeal persecution had Oghilened the missionmnes aml e
Chinese Christians in 1692, The Jeawita” efforts at the Court for having their Imperial pmtector
grant them help wore finally sueersaful. The scoond part of the book deals with the rites for Confu-
cius mnl e aoceslors. The repod sboul Kangxi® s Edicl was probably broughil by Jeachim Bouvel o
Pariz when he arrived there as the legate of the Kangzi smperor in 1687, %

5. The debate over the sulvation of the gentiles in Europe

Soverul theses from the books of Le Comte wnd Le CGobicn wore submittod to the Theoloricl
I"w_-.uh_l.-' ol Lhe sgdmnme in |"ur|'$_. rlurrlul}' lrpme e Cornle ® = Nowpemer Mu_'ﬁ"ﬂu.l.[.n::'s, hiss Fellre ... 0
Momseignewr e Tu du Muoine swr les cdfdmondes chinodses { hoamd  together with the Nouwveace
Meémoires ) mnd L Gohicn® s Histoire de {Ediz. The Theological Feeulty of the Sorhomme condemmied
live of Theses oo 18" of Oclober 1700 as “ fawsses, Wméraines, errondes , imgries, fauesses , scandolows-
s, hdrdtiques | controires & la parale de Dien, capables de renverser In religion de Lo crois de Jfas —
Christ. " ® These scntences did not meally concem the Rites question bt were more of theologrieal
nlurne wEEneErTing e queshipn i1 il wus pressible o guin sulvlion wilhoul I_Il:!iIIH buplis:mL The liye
comdemmed theacs are the following .

1. “The people of China preserved for almost twe — thousand years 8 knewledee of the oue
ol . ann] bsnpred B oo mmgoeesr which sun serve gs gn |::-'.|,|rr|p]|: ] s inslrpclion even o Chris-
tiams, 7@

2. “H Judcu had the advuntape of consceruting (a temple to Cod ) deher snd more mgmifi-
cenl, sunelified even by meuns of the presence and by means of the pruyers of the Hedeemer, i his
not a glorions picty o China, of having sacrificed to the Creator in the oldest temple of the wni-
vemse, 0

3, .'n'lul. |.]'||: |_'|||r-||.:,r |'_||I l]'ll:r rlu,:m]il._'.r, |_]'|1: hu-]l-rlm |,|-r PO TS |.|r||;_| 1,'1|:;=Lr_||r|5, l.l'li;!' ruil,L, IJH: inler-
or and exterior cult of the true God, the prayers, the sacrifices, of the sainta, of the men inspined
by Cod, of miracles, the spant of Relyron, the purest chunty which 13 pedfoetion and the chamcter
ol Religivn, and, iF 1 dure W osay, soid the aulbgr, he Spinl of Cod wos preserved formedy groong
the: Chinese during more than twe — thonsand years. 7@

4, “Be thut us it may in the wise distnbution of e thet divine Providenee hos made among
the nglipmes an Lhe earl]l, Ching Feas rlul}lilg las I;,'I'_H'rllJ]tliIl ur, simoe |here i oo omglion Thal He has
mare eonstantly favored. T8

3. “Morcover, it is not noecssary that his majesty ( Chinese) reeands the Chostism relimon as
a foreign religion, sinee it was the same in its pineiples md in its findamental points ws the ancient
religion , of which the sages and first emperors of Ching professed , worshipping the same God ax the

S Widneer (ed ), Lethote, Drisfisocfsal.

o Buund medienal U puliication ol tes thne: lrabs aed G i his bdiene

B8 Prel of Ui soedemnstion in Lt de Beoim e S Kirmopées ou Pope, sor Do iddaieio sl swe be et chinnies {6
L, moa ) [ITO) [ Latin = French) oo M YIS 2. Soa [ Jecoqmes Philipps | allsmomt S, )L ], forrme! Rirtarigon dar Acerbidas Tanmer o
Sorfonne, Pour Condamner i Memaosires de fo Chéne | Paris 1700, The csodemnations far eaok propesition changed in tbe text.

& Le Comte T, 141,

B L Gt I, 1340

B Thie cmbaanean =y ol meveml mesicanazs i L G, 5. Dz Clani: I, 135, 140 042, T 142, THE, S06, 4735
416, 471, 431,
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Christians worshipped and recognizing as well as they the Lord of Heaven and of the earth. 7%

This condemmation by the Sorbonme cmsed the Jesuits to look for all kind of defense and apolo
E.it‘-ﬁ uﬁufrlsl |_.|'||-$ accusalwn, In C]I-Illﬂ llll:_'r‘ ﬂ'lq_-,n::'un: |||a|l_]|: 4 J__H:L-Il.il,lll [IT] llln: H.ﬂllﬁll- g, wllil;,:ll
hr answored in the way the Jesnits had wished, the so — called ™ Declanatio Rituum”™ and which was
pu}j]f:s]'lﬂ] seyverpl Limes in Ching gml i l':|,|r|,|-|_1|:.'|:EF Hesides [hal TrEY Chineses selbolors gml Chiris-
tuns puve their copoertise , which wore also colleeted in Beme, At the same time new spudogios werne
woril|e=n “III_‘I I_1I,Il‘_|l|i5|‘ll:‘:;l m F:L.ITI_IFI:,

fi. The “Apologia” by Vincentius Mascurell

Vincenlivs Moscorell is o compambly unkoown theologian, ome of Ue many professors and
teachers at Jesnit eolleges of the 167, 17" and 18" cenmries wha followed the Tine of rlassical thee-
lngical teaching and scholasticism. Mascarcll was bom in Valencia on 8% of April 1660, joined the
Suciely of Jesus on 4™ of Aprl 1682 amd stared his theological studies, Allerwands be becnme meelor
in Avila and Tiedin, and finally profossor for Tloly Seripture in Salamanca, a position which he held
for fourteen vears, Then he taught in Volladelid wuntil the cond of his life in 1730, His further sub
jreta of teaching were biblical chronology - an eminemt ficld at that time - and dogmatic. Ths
mist important books ame Sacre dissertationes preserttm ofronologmer @ dittnam Seripturan.,
{ Vallianleti 1721 = 1729} in § vola. , and his Tractates dogmnaticns of canonicus de [hertate actus
divine fidet (1719, &

Despite the fact that Mascarell never left Spain and deapite the fact that he only naed maditional
arpuments for his apology ., he was novertheless an open minded thoologian who was intercsted in
wordd mission am] concemed aboul the fale of olher nalions, He el responsible o contibule wilh
his cducation and prasibilitics as an expert of scholastic thealogy and chronology to the acnte topic of
lhe Chinese Hiles Conlrpversy Lo help 1o delend Lhe Secelas Jes, The Tull lille o Masearell " ¢ Ineg-
tiac s Apodogia hdstorien — dagmatica pro primeest veri Dot cultus oped Sinas perenngtate & fucta le-
mem nuituree religiose observantia, ab anonymo Pindanoe Professore exarata”™ ., % The manuscrip is w
he foumnd in the Jeanit archives in Paris and consiste of 41 double pages. The text includes fo 1 ontil
fn 38, oo ff. 18 and 19 iz a letter written by Dartholombus Alcazar 3 and addresscd to his confrere
Fr. Harthélémy Germon 3 (1663 17180 in Odéans dated Febroary 9 1702, which gives some
additional information to the manuseript. % Perhaps (zormen was respensible for the print of the man-
peeripl, and herelore he mameseonipl wiss conserved o g French Jesoil anchive,

{n the last six pages of the manuseript there are five censorehips of the ™ Apologia™ to ohtain
Lhe = “ ouihedl vl ™ = Lhe doselring in e mgnpseripl s worlhodes god in THEY bres pr-llllljl_l, g™
firat cemsorship i signed by three professors for theolagy feom Valladolid dated 20 of Aoguest 1700
The names are comparubly wnrenduble becowse of Lheir spmiures, (e nome of e thind is Udefon-

& Le Ceobien I, 104 - 105; of OM S, #2761, The Inglish relations of the quotstions ape taken from Mmmpelle, Curioos Land,
FEE

B Clmnlin wen Callon, = D Hibzsinel aml di: I'nl.g:u liir i U hinumissiun ™, Falhe g Jur Homavenederaondigll arul Biig avouioes-
sehgl GO} {THMG T, 215,

& (Fron Bucicapedia de dc Bamitn, Valneione 17 { Valencia 1973% | 5.

@ ASIT, Fonds Erotier 124_ The name of Mesmarell is oot meatizned oo the title page of the manmseopt, Bowerer, the fwg lathers in-
sade the mennserip cell hita cleestr the anther. Al Akees do Docker, Cerlee Smamesvoged, Diliachtome des doritass de o Compagmie de
sl 5 { Litge:) p. S8, wiibabs] il ssvearacripl e Mescundl, “Prusane” b oamudasly e o ity of Vollsbdid {Fueiali, shon: Mg
gt Unahgey. % s Callanni, ® Wasncll™ | 221

B Fheman hed Foe srems Gins b nedstion of the Jeil jamsl S de Trice., Bl ficlinmsin — jroolism. soelie] Ba,
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sns Martinez. ‘The next censorship i dated 2 of Septemhber 1701 by Petrus Martinez { 9], a profes-
sor for cxegesiz. The third censorship covers onc page and iz dated October 18, 1701, sipned by
lpur Teclurers of Bweplogy ; Jusephus Heoyo (7)), Michael Goreales, Gregories Marlines aml Man
i{ucl ¥) Hodrigucz Marquea. The fourth censomship i dated Cetober 16, 1701, signed by Fotrus
Roderieus Cosomnamus (7). The fifth ind lost censorship is wotten by D, D, Blosius de Toswlinoes
(7)., dated October 21, 1701, All these cenworahips had no objections against the contents of the
Apolosi, @

The Lile of e el am] glsp The ul:rl:g,l_rr:_-'-]'l'lpﬁ rrennlin e yeur 1700, The eomlemmplion
of the Sorhonne was on the 18th of Oetober 1700, the fist censorehip of Mascarell "5 * Apnlogia™
dules T The emd of Augus) 1701, S0 we can aesume Thal Mascarell woole his © Apoloein®™ willin
nine mwomtha. This was possible becavae he eould oac hia knewledge in the ficlds of cxogeaia, dog-
matic, chrmoloey and pardste withoot having special knowledee aboot Ching, Masearcll = Apo-
lgin™ provess Tl be wos well e in elassienl secbolpslicism and inpatnstic, whoe could proyve
his theses with ca. 400 quotations taken fom morc than 100 Creck and Latin chorch fathers, bot
also [rom vontemporry books in Lolin, Spunish, lolion, omd Freoch lnngunee,

Mascarell hased hiz defense not on really new arguments follonwing the old fashioned and estab-
lished wuys of other wthors concerning the descent of the Chinese, the world chromelosy or the doe
Irine: ul The [hree slages of (he world ele, In the world view of Empe o e 16% Lo the 187 conlyries
all peoples on carth were considered as desccndents of Noah, his three sons and their familics, the
vnly humon beings whe survived the grest Deluze in the ook (Cen 9: 9 =17 ). They tnmsmitted the
true: faith and the primitivie rovclation given by God to the first parents of homanity, Adam and Tove.

The sevond proreestive was the chronology of the world, which was ot thet time subgect of hot
discussions and many wloulalivns, Mascarell was, as mosl Beologians of his lmes, an adberen] of
the chronolopy of the ( Latin) Voleate tanslation of the Bible which wssumed the creation of the
wurdd 3700 up o 4000 years before lhe redemplion, These compulalions were challensed by e
Chincac anmals which had evidently nmbers that were hefore the great Floosd. Therefors thenlogians
wire poermmitted o use the chronelnoy of the Grock Septusgdn: for China, which took 3200 up to 7000
vears for the same epoch.  Between creation and deloge 1656 vears [ Volgate) resp. 2256 years
{":f‘p'luﬂg;lm] wore caleulated. Mascarcll took 4050 years hetween ercation and the amival of Jesus
Chirisl,

The: third premegative in Mascarcll” s * Apologia™ was the subdivision of world history imte throe
stuzes: the luw of noture (lex naturalis, or ley naturee ), the low of Moses ( ler Mosaica) ond the
lawe vl wraoe v Taw ol the Gospel (e grofoe, b Frangelioe ). L P cipmpesilion [he = Apologia”
follows the arrangement of the five condemned arguments of Le Comte and Le (zobicn, and cach ar-

licle is subsdivided inlo severul purgruphe with proofs, @

1. Article

Pamuiree Sdnmects refinngf per da e enromem melSs angmitionem vl G, Armoqmee o piefete oalndf, oo CArichienie poseest
PR avanipiun
The Chinese penple somaerved the knowledge abont the tme God for nearly twn thonzand prars
and venecrated him with a picty which could screc as an cxample and cdification for Christians.
Mazarell saded the delense of le Comle’ s claim with the guestion why there could and
should not exist one or several peoples outside Judsh who venerated the e God and why the Chi-

=] AEIF, lEnakr 124, T M 41w
‘-_':l Wown Unllbani | ™ Wlasenndl™ | 1041
Iﬂr Wer Crllami | = Moneamedl™ | 26 - TR



nese eould not he auch a people.

E 1. Fnrj Nrewurey realfum i _Il.l.r.i.'.uu.l.u.l I||.|.l|||.l.|.E|'\.l aalionn: il'ltl'rl.l.l.l.l.l.l'ﬁl_l':'li.l.l.ul aer mireran falkriy noee A aval |1er'.u.|.1 ralrnilar

In the Holy Seripture Mascarell found evidenee that peoples existed outside Judah swho had the
cull of the brue God,

Masenrell Tound (he Grsl example of spch g people who believed in Coal oulside of Judub in b
ook ol Junwh in the Old Teslurmenl, The prophel Jusuh was senl by Cod o the inhabilanls of e
vity of Nineveh to preach so that they would convert, Jonah doubted thet bis lesption would be froit
ful, but efter his semoon the citizens converted , did pesdtencs: snd God sparcd them, boeuss e
did not want tn damage a0 many peaple ( Jonah 10:4, 11). Why, s0 asked Marearcll, should Gad
then mot have eparcd such bip citics in China as Peking and Nanking ¥

F Y Hicnitcen, nmwogue Jool aubelitne ot , ot sl acdwn mggion s Naminis ool ol e s g
Tkt appee

Mascarcll’ s sceond cxumple for o Cod — feomng people were the imhobitants of the country of
Uz { *IIusite” ) , the people to which Job helomeed. Mascarcll stated : “ The usite: and all peoples
subjret to Joh, or at Ieast those in the capital, vencrated the toe God | as it seema to be prohable
from the Holy Seripoure. © For Mascarell Job was a Canaanite, lsraelite, or FEdomite, which means
that Jobs was o deseendent of Fsuu { Cenesis 360, an opinion where Muscurell followed Suinl Au-
gusling, ¥ Following e calewlalions of Juan de Pineda, P Aggstiog Temiclli, 2 laogees Salian® and
Denis Pefaw | Petavius) % all of them speciulists in the computation e the duration of e wodd
simee the creation, Mascurell even mave the cxaet ime when Job lived, nomely in the vear 2319 of-
ter the creation of the world and 1700 years hefore the coming of Christ. @ On the following pages
Mascarcll dealt with Job in detail and errucd together with the chureh fathers thet Job was the pricst
king of his penple and that his faith was therefore decisive for his whale peeple. @

§ 3. (hua mente moto in fudaea (e plamserst regi st
What did the royal prophet ( = King David) mecan with " (zod is known in Judah™ 7
Paragraph three deals with the meaning of Paalm 752, where it i3 writtem: *“Notus in Judaca
Mens et in larael nomen sanctum ez, ™ (% In Judah iz God known; his name is great in lsmel™ ).
In Cajetan” s interpretation it is not written * nots eat Dens Jidaea™  Gzod s known to Judah) | bt

0 Edomite — iubabitent of Edum

0 Rwwsi Aol dsgusting spaners e Cirdtote D libes X000 Dueyeawaly 19805, Lk T8, euge o7  sodu 2, 3000 ( Migm: PE4I,
o, BTN

0% Juwsn ce Fimada 50003 TRTT) banght philregiby in G s in Sesills, somais in nndobo, Sevills snid Mardrid, He fae
nnma Frmee for hin snmmenteer b Ik in s wabrmss Cenetes in fab (Calasine Aippinse 1597 — T8I )

G Apestine Tomielli § Milen 1609) , COET (1543 1622) . penesed superior of B Damsabites, mefosed 2 bisboocio. Ile woote tae
Ammalny ea0rT o e profinds proectpod ok onbe comdine o condem Cheton parsiens mederpnen: [ Miland 606 ) | laoer sapamded o fior velbemes [ Looeo
1tss 30 Misamndl ullen wacal Tourmiedli s chinombgy .

B Juges Soaliss 51 (1550 0641} taghl hemanities, Haly Soriptun sl mond theokagy s sevend colbigpe, Ha Bucumn wsll -
kemwrwe Foor s wi vaborsse of the Annaler socbegiotis Veterin Tadareess oh e coedile wapuas o D marten | Facis 1637,

%  DHegymins Petoviue ( Deois Tatan) ST (1583 - L65E), broomiet, scholor, historion, who provided sditioes of olassical boaks and
ehmorh futhess, Dhering bis stodies of B fathees he foomd e trom of B moereebed grace. Alsn his ook Liker de docoing peagorum ... wos
it Dl

B8 M all wons sllneeis ol ta: clinshigy bl o te Volgat: wenson ol te: Bddke, @t s priol of oo SIHED s
crustinn antl safamplinn,

G ASJE, Hrofier 1M, F dr = 5w won Callami | = Mosesesll™ | 755
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“in Judaea” | i.e. Gd is acknowledged by all human heings living in Judah. @ It alao means, so
Masvarell, thot Cod " s power and merey remoins hidden smd seeret if Cod does not woveil them bim
sclf, as can he read in Isainh 45:15: “Verly thou art a God that who hidest thysclf, () God of Isra-
el, the Savienr. "% The Angnatinian Jacnhns Perez de Valencia even made a fignrist interpeetation
of this vorse, W namely thut David, the “regfus vates™ { moyul prophet) , forcsuw the vietery which
wonld be pained by Christ by his passion, hia death and his resoreetion in Jemaalem over the deardl
. The secrets of our redemption were apread from Jernzalem (a figure for the fotore church) and Ju-
dah over the whole curth, which means thet ull peoples know sbout them, &

£ 4 I Diowwios, oF proclovissimor siee slucidator Huee de Soecie Vicore oveertis hucusgus sgregie sofragamiur

Dionrysius mmd bis quite fomous mterpret Hush de St. Victor sufficiently contimue this line | of
arpumentation | in o excellent way.

Another topic in Masearel] " 2 argimentation was the old helief that each nation had an angel re-
sponsible for its spintual and worldly welfure, Here Mascarell took recourmse on Dionysins® and
Thugh of Saint Victor (oo 1096 - 1141} ¥ starting with the triple hicrarchy of angels developed by
Irll_lllﬁil_lb'lﬁ who u.'e'-as.igrlul;l un mogel o euih |_'run|,:||_r||:, Thes .l.l.l'l;_'lll,lllgl:l Michusel wus Lhe urlﬁel ol fue
Jews, the other umgels were the prinees of the pugan peoples. Huge of St Vietor further developed
thia doctrine hased on Danicl 10213, Also in other parts of the Tlaly Seripture such angel primees
are menlioned, These angels b the duly o educale peoples and o bring them o he veneralivn of

the one true (zod as Lgypeians and Bahylonians, %

& 5 Tdenv chogeruet dusustings & ofii Patresr

Augusline wml Lhe Church Falbers lwughl e same declrine,

As an important witness that not only the IIchrows knew the true (zod was Saint Augnstine. As
unswer Lo the queslion of u cerluin Porphyrius whol happened with men who lived o long lime befone
Jesus Christ, Angnstine mswered that the only way to salvation is described in the books of the He-
hrews (1. 0. the Old Testament) where one can read read aboot men whe were not doscondents of
Abraburn e belomged 1o the people ol lemel bul who severdbeless pardivipaled in the suerumen] of
the faith. Why, Mascarcll arpued, should there net be such pooples who were unknown umtil roeont

M Capteonrs = Theoses dbe Vi OF {1488 - 1234} | ool g ol e Do , cemlival sie: 1307, swnile: coesnsenlosisss b
e, Srpuines.

G Ve e lhas sbwndite, e sl sibodar,

@ Jeked Perer of Valemein (54 {02 14590} 2 maintfy man _ prinr and pesrinsinl of bis arder | poofsssns at the seimsmity oF Valen-
via, simoe L1BG bisbop of Christopolis, wole & Condca comeicomm | Valeoois 11861, ITRE S, ool 848,

-1 AR, Dreder 124, § fr-"iw.

$3  Winmpsios Anagegitis, is il W lwn Gl in e lind ooty o= b ol A, sl b el ol s Snspees, e
el by the sl Paul. | Acte 17,38 ). Thae sprcrpphal Christian sthor ssadn — Dianysins published buoke, Lrtise and Ingens undear i

mum: im {inxk ﬁ.u.l_u.q.!q:iu the: 5% sl @th oniturias., D Bhowbal Chirisdian with % Flaunic ik sl |:|:|:r||'irl:-||1.i|_,r|.'.i. inflwzmas un s { ari=
ian philssrgiey and myslie ol 1he Wakils Ao,
F=1] Hl|.;|| ol Bl ¥idor, Auguslinian, ||||ilul||'.|"|r, I]Iuﬁ#'eul wradl rapali, lived Trmen th sl oof thess 11 % r=nlury tived in Pars in 1141,

He hlsmded mrrefic weith achalasic. Ha s iorre Hisramriem | B ey Areqpogitos ssmoudnm inteqretationes loamnis
Seoi | Migne PL 175 ; Bmgenis d= 5. Viotere opess omnis |, Dogis 1879) , where be desoribed the several olasses of onpele.

& Diroysios Ammigites, Dr Hierechia coelem st VI, 2 1.2, Ie deseaibed three elosses of axgeds in thevse deparneses the fist
chees veisling o ek o Un: Thowe, Seagdien, (i, wd the: thinl el wen: Un: eeclusgecds Galis:], Mached, Fugbae. This ados
wifiraatien levaum: u g with Cagory tas e 10 o § bristinn Willsdm Ampedi | Lefirband oo s tieleon Upgmengroschivks | Laiprig
(EELFEN )

f  ASIE Brcfier 1724 F Tr—Hvy Jman DNemidlar | Fon (Sskeimnis der fdmnbinkze | Sbpars 1583 57 -T1
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Mowever, clacwhere Augostine wrote about this problem that without the faith in the incama-
oo, deuth and reswrection of Chrisl alse e oghileous people of old Goes could pol be jusiiled
from their ains and he saved. This was true hefore the deluge and from there on until the Taw of Mo-
sea and cven at the tme of the written law; it was valid for the sons of Isrecl, but also outside of Is-
rael, Loe. Lo Job. @ Ouoly those proples could be suved whe belonged w the lsmeliles, in this cuse,
hoveever, nat tn the fleshly nation hot to the heavenly commumity of the true lsraslites.  Augustine
taught that besides those paran pooples mentioned in the Iely Scripture thore were othors who lived
[ullowing Cod s laws, This does nol meun el Lsroel bad o oulslanding pesilion o Cod ' s eves,
whn was always the true ruler of lsrael. This was apparent during the time of the Judges, and alsn
* Abulensis” wmtc: * During the tmes of the judses in Isracl, God mled the Ismaclites and no ho-
mon being was lond, Then the kings started wnd oo longer God wis e lond bul these kings, " @

Mascarall felt sure that alen pagans by oheerving the law of nature eonld attain the stemal sal-
vation, oot only these bolonging to the statc of Isracl, for in the Iloly Scnpture Jows and pegans
were deseribed in e Dgurelive woy ( prefzumii ), The chunch ibeers wderstood sbories of the Bible
in a figurative way, ar, for example, the parable in Matthew 21 .28 ahout the twn some win were
scnt to the vinevard by their father. Thesc persons were intormproted as fipures for Jows and pagans
{ s Tostnde, Chrpsosiom, Origen, Jemene, Futhvmivs the Creal) . ® Fspevially Mascarell " s Tavoe-
ite anthor Alfomso Tostade (* Abalensia™ ) commectad this passage with the letter to the Tomans
“Their father is God, who created . owns and puides all, pagans and Jews. " In Romans 3:29
where one readsy ©ls he T Cod of the Jews only bs he ool alsy ol the Cenliles? Yes, of [he Cen-
tiles alzo. ™™ Toatadn interpreted the older som in the vineyard as a figure for the gentiles, hecanse
hi: refused to work in the vineyard |, i e most pagans apostatize ad pedorm idoletoy, Tostads elosr-
ly suid The grenter pard, bul sol all, of them conlinsed o venerale e roe Cod, Acloally olso e
law of nature teaches peoples to adore the one God. Following Jerome, Tostadoe stressed that only
the: helicf was important, as one can read in the letter to the Heboows ( Heboows 111 -3,

Aller Tlurher t‘:'l:lJll,lIl_l_”l_lrlE. Wgsearel | |'_|I_Il,l|_ﬂl_‘| I_,'.l‘lr':'s.l,mlurll, whip telinesd |he lerm uF’-‘-!‘?'"’ﬁ" in e
following way; ™ Vou call pagans not thoae who arc idolaters, but those who adore (od | who obey
the: low of nomre. .. " Melehisedek with bhis poople, Job, the cidzens of Nineveh and Comelins
{ Acts 107 belonged 1o them, 2

Tostade agreed by adding Ptolemy. Actally many heathens umderstond that their idala were
vain, thorefore they belicved moone God and wore saved. It secmeed alse probable for him that meany

£ AR, DBnair 124, [

#  Aunlius Auguslinus, Lher de parsde awiginali e 11, g 28 Mg PLAE, ool 390 Moy sine oo Jilr, daoe ol sine fide
i semelitirin $hed al knorinsn. ks Christi e sine Jide, inpenm | srmtionds s, . . . i fle s inmmateoi sl v 6 o
Eianic {rint | nac mtiu jutr 12t mmnt | @ paretic potcos umdan ™ Als Aunelins Sugretimen | T cictoe [ kb XV e AT
[ Migne PL 41, aols. &) .

@ “Alolensis”™ menms e besbop of Avile, i s ease Alfoosn Tronade Tihera (1400 - 14550, a fomoes Spemish Thenlogles, who wak
pourl il tha: Lanunezil ul Hasa:l 1451 1448, 1h: e csmmzbaris e U leks ol tes Ok Tl ol Mallb:w, s hefer ol I]H:.l'qy- T
Laar 1 thes cxillnggs. of Vallmfuilicl, b 148 Tirtsaks bcamn Bidap o Avide. For Masrzanell e s Lo st ismpertsest suthar with bis Al Tt
tni. Hizpani,, Kpisogs Abecbeesis (s, fmnia | Vanssin 1T2R) . Taatada, Jn fboon fudioomn Prosfetio, quasst. VI, " Fde Judios nen seshan-
o devi Jrroel, mec glsaquonien de fmeel s e selom od esicondime comtingd, Bo oo hobernd Amindicanen, e od demesnan. ™

) Origes of Alevandrio, peominent cheeseh fotber (18485 - 353,254, Euthemios, Saint, el strled e Creat (377 - 4730

W Tt Covsnenioniso in Hasbacam, a5, qua=a 186,

B Jobuwmmas Chrprastimes, Mouslis 5 inooygs T Bt ard Beeas | Bigm: PG 60, il 4267 * (Goen oo s gl i mos
ana. inalsimy | sad s gui Daarn. mdshant, qui Li by prurwhant | g rosiar fadnins chovsrions o, ques af pio i sl —
remt,| afusmafvest; queies snt Meickisaderk st jab_ grodie meant Nininize ™
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heathens hefore and at the time of the law of Moses were saved , if they only regretted their aina a-
gainzt od committed by idolasry hefore they died. W

2. Arlicle

S Judew plonmwn st dovoree Do wevlure ooulsismmn. of moprdfimadisnmon o saigivetew moe Redemptors
prresevadia, of ovaliase. Sinir qoogue non perem enonilcam Cneaierk socrifloeser in femgds swnndum aniigudssime

If the lews have the glory to have dedicated God the mnst heantiful and aplendid temple and to
have eacrificnd in their prayers in the prescoee of the savier it is not less honorahle for the Chinese
to have sacrificed Cod in the oldest of oll temples.

For Mascarell the seeomd elaim foom Le Comte” s hook, eondemned by the Sorbemmne, enn-
cemed threo questions

1. Dwes the assumplion thal there was oo older temple than e (emple of Selomon contomdicl
the Holy Seriphure?

2. Docs the assumption that such a temple eould have cxisted in Chine contradict the Iely
Senplure?

3. If there was a temple in China dedicated tn the tme God | was it then the aldest aned

Magcarcll a8 a Jesnit answered theso questions in a prohabilistic way.

F L. Fx awein foeris 2r Paribes dediweioor seririe sempdum Salmonios encqpuns sema T samamm

The Huly Seriplure gl The chonch Talbers give eyvidence hal ere wos an older lemple than
the temple of Salomen.

An o poed Museuredl weed eomplicated chmonologieal commtetions with authors who preteoded
I have exaclly calevluled [he durmlion of the Gl of The polrivrchs of The Old Teslumen], Mascare |
as an adherent of the chwmology of the Vulgate uscd contemporary anthors relying on old ames. The
mast fmprtant of bis suthors woere Gilbert Génchrand | ® Jeeques Salian , Juan de Pinedy aml Agosti-
ng Tormiells, T qul;sl'll,l-rl I_!I_Irli_':l;‘:l'lll-llg Lheiss aplides] I_urrlpll: ol [he world as menlioned in he Bille s
answered here only in a short way. The first cxample ia taken from 1 Bamuel 1, where the pricst Fli
is sitting in front of the wmple (1 Sum 1:9) 5 this temple is seid @ have cdsted i the 2900" yoar
ol Lhe erdh,

The: second cxample is taken foom Geneafa 2522 when Rebekah, Taaae™ & wife, asked the
Lord abwut the fate of their soms fishting cach other in ber womb., This heppened . s Muscurell* s
main wilness Sulian said, o the yeur 2198 aller the creulion of the world aod 342 years aller e
deloge. Mascarcl refuted the ohjeetion that this happened at a place for prayer and not in the tem-
ple. ®

M ASIP, Bndie 124, 01 Hx 12w Tstwl, Crnesterin in Geveive cagr. AV 390 Uussdam ;b is il paesibeh: . bsthnzes
thae Kirmes af thes ba 0l Moses rman be roed? Answar; o Uy livsel gl i i Loy plecssend Gond 7 Ly cammilted s s vt the s of
martrire | fur muzturade] | iF they halisesd inin the tros {2sd. They rankd swen ha sxvsd 7 ther did oot Eslises intn Trinity, o 3 ther halierad in i
dale, if they onbr reppetted their sins hefore dyine “w fomem onde maorfem. peemiferenst oo ol condny perom Dheen: comamizinee” , then ther oome
by the: porgateey. = Theredoce it i quite pembebls thet oo of the geotiles of the tme of B Lo of Mo o befioe the Low of Moses womn
a7

B Gilkat Gdathmnl (55 (1537 - 153970, srimtalisn, cupd, Bdup ol A om0 Fraeowas, Mssandl oesally wsal his G
angeogine s IV [ ek 15807

B A Beefier 124, & 177 —14r
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& X Sucriz lireris non confradiciior arereve, apud Sines templom Selomorion anibguins exlitisse
The Iloly Seripture: docs not contradict the assumption that the Chinese had a temple which was
u]-d::r |_.|'|.a||| ﬂu: l::rrll_l]u ur ,_':l.u]l,lllu,:lrl

Musemrell slurlegd e nexi shep his wrgursenlalion ;. Lhere exisled olifer lernples Lhan e Le=rme-
ple: of Salomeon at penples who were not Tlebmews | bt heathens.

The [Orsl example is Melchizedek who wos priest of the Lonl { Psalm 110:4; “Thou arl o priesl
for ever after the owler of Melchizedek. ™ The Jewish author Flavive Jesephos assumed that
Melchizedek built the most famous temple of the world , which happencd in (Généhrard* & chronology
in 1949 after the creation. % The ahjection that Melehizedek was identical with Neah "2 wm Shem
{ the temple then would not have been o puran one ) % Masearcll rebutted with chapter 7 of the letter
I the Hebrews, whens il s slalbed thal Melchizedek had no ancestons { Hebrews 7230, In Salian " s
chronolngy also Job was a pricst king of the heathens and sacrificed quite prohahly in a hig tomple in
the vemr of e world 2344,

The sacrifice of Cain and Abel and the first murder surcly did not happen in a temple, but in
the: Deld, for in o emple ool even Cain would hove dored o kill his brother { Cen 4.3 -8), 9

£ Y Cire devlogivam conswram in g vere sy oo ptest, Sinemes templinn. vere Ninmind dicoilim sres omaaiem e
Besides the theolopical consorship in 8 cortasin meaning it is jostificd to say that the Chincsc
lemple dedicaled o he highesl divinily was The oldes) of all lemples,

After the deluge Mosh sacrficed on 8 mountuin m Armmenis, where the arch wes landed, bot
this took place not in a temple bot ona temporary altar, which was made of soil as proved by scveral
aulbors, This hoppened in (he vear of the world 1724, For Mascarell i wae ol sume when and
whera the oldest temiple was built, perhapes in China, perhaps not there. Tt this was a question
which was not dependent to consure., ®

In Mascarell” 2 povering letter which comtained some aconmpanying information for the pahlica-
tion of the treatiee, thers 5 & romark aceording to which Mascarcll thought that onc of the sons of
Ju.lv.'larlﬂ |_:r_||,|]1_] ]'la\':: |:;||_,|i]|. a I.l'_"llllJllj 5 l.l'u: l::||||__'|ir-|: |_|-r C]‘lillﬂ, 'w]'lil_:l‘l Wl u]-l_]l::r l]'larl Hﬂ]l_‘.]'li:.:mji:]: " =

temple. ®
3. Arlicle

Moralion disinliins moritar, monm: sarefihee, fder, oultas e wery Enfernne of exfrrmer, seerrdader, sancdl o, ae
:'r|.1'|1|'.l'tuti ] T.'ml, .Mun'n:u.ﬂu, .quinlul mIlgmmu _ru.l.rﬁnlénu:l ﬂrwil.u.l,_ e realirwein malr ﬂngﬂaﬂ.ﬁ", al f'i'wnuﬂ.wl Al .q.un.tul s .l\.g'n.l.ri
El:ﬂ.lu.l Illl:m I'nl' I'IIW FAILASTATTLIL MLEI:I'HP n'u.! .'I.ﬂ'q’i;.ll.ﬂ ll\.nrrrumw:u].

The punty of cthivs, the sanctity of momls, the mterior and exterior cult of God, the priests,
the: haly by Gzod inspired men, the miraclea, the religions apirit, the purest charity, the perfection,

0 Flasiue Jossphus, Homan — Juwish histodian {3732 W}, woels The favisk B, and Antipeiter of the s | Gochicie de
flduchan, Kiringex, Mharm, . [tr. Hasinrich Clament { Halls = 2. ) i & capo 10}

& Conoeming this povblem Mascarell did pot jein Teetoda (s Genesio Commentanis cap, K1, quasst. 15, p. 1650 ood Taoques Boul-
diwe, Dy Eeelegia gnee b | Dozis 163020, bh. Teope 1) Cpo 71}, Doth essemedd thet Molehizdek was ooly another nume of Sem

B ASTP, Dodic 134, 0L 0de  13s.

B RSP, Enge 124, T M 20r

B Jekitan, descmnrlenl of Shern, (e 11747
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the character of religion and the apirit of (wod were comaerved in China for 2000 years and more.

§ 1. Lacir theolagicis nan adversaiur dimtumidas cwbns Do | of arreniur | por dwo anmerem mellic g Sings avkibis
Theology docs not contradiet the assumption of a cult of God ( s it is said) since two thousand

yoAars.

Mupscarcll explored the dote sbout the begimming of idoletry md the groduul reduetion from the
true: enlt. Tle belicwed that according to several carly ehoreh fathers, and alsn to Philo of Alexandria
(20 BC S0 A, idelatry already started with Tuhal — cain | a descendent of Cain { Genesia 4,
20) u short time after the deluge, when imuges of zods were mude, Cynll of Alexandrs sreecd that
the deacendents of Adam until Shem had adored the tue God, hut mankind in the 14% gencration
after Adam started 1o sacrifice demons and idols, &

In Cenceis 4: 26 Enosh wae the firet one to cull the nume of Cod,. Seme theolomaone s Toste-
do, Martin Thelrin, and Manvel de St interpreted the passage that the name of God hocame profane,
a thesis refuled by Hiemnymus, @ Others angued hal idolalry staded al e loe of Theh,
Abrghypm * = Gther I:T_:ljln_-.gi:_q 1127 —SE:I in Childhen in (he yeur 2113 aller creulion I:H_r hliurl:}l nr
under Scrug ((enesis 11:22 -23 ) | the year 1820 after the crcation in (wénéhrard " s caleulation.
Terome comaidered Ninua, son of Tielus, as inftiator in the year 2080, % Tn Cyril of Alezandria®s o-
pinion Nouh® s sons did ool koow vy idolotey. ® Laclantivs argued that Prometbeus wade inuges of
human heings, which was the start of the cult of new pods. ® In Eoschins” chronicle this happened
in the year 114 of the deluge of Deakalion. ¥ The king of the Athenians Kekrope is aid o have ven-
eraled wods in e year 342 aller Bie deluge, @ Thal mezns hal Bie Greek venerated e lrue Gad for
ahout 800 years, Perhups it wus the seme with the Chinese, becsnse in Selisn® s opinion thoy de-
soemded from Joktan, Fher”s aom, a descendent of Shem { Genesis 1025 =313, The sons of Jok-
larn ol 1_|||]_1r regohea] he Eﬂﬂ“l::l- in e ||||,]i1:3, Ll alsn E]'lfrla__ Japan amd Armerica, Joklan s oone
sidered s 8 vory humble men, who retired foom the world dealing with relipions amd philosophicel
things instead. Ilis philesophy of lifc reached the Far East together with his offspring. During his 1i-
leslirmes Shern was sU1 live, whe loughl piely o bis poslenly, Salian culevlaled e venr 2158 of (he
word lor Shem” = death. Jukian® = boother Peles ( Cenesis 10:25, and 11:16 -17) became e an-
cestor of the Tlehrews.

In Augusting” & opinion the Babylonian confusion happened at Peleg” s midlife, i. e. 273 after
the deluge. Until then there existed no idolatry. @

# Cpall of Abmsuwelein, Adversus Julimasm, Lk T [ Migge PGS, eude 50400
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§ L Al arpromerdis ddem stabifitr

Olkezr grpmenls Lo el [his 1hesis,

The deacend of the Chinese from Joktan canmet as easily be proven as the descend of the
Aveyrians from Assur or of the Hebrew from Eber. ™ In this case oven Masearedl? s favorite thoolos-
an Toslwle hsd oo opinigas ; be did ool know whers Joklan " s wons had wandensd, Masearell, bowey-
er, ia ot astomished that nene of the old theologians dealt with the Tineage of the Chineae, hoecanse
in former times pobsady knew aboat them,

Afler u lomye diseoerse Muscuredl ook recourse o Céngbrnd as wilness Tor The long dumlion of
the: faith. Thntil the yrar 2239, an Géndhrard , the * chureh™ was a0 to say Catholic, for all men
knew ahoot Noah as their ancestor and helicved in one God, a5 shown by Melchizedek , Ahimclech
{Gen 21:22 =23, and Jub snd his family, ™ For Cénébrard, mankind belicved into onc God until
the Limee of Moses, i, e, wnlil he vear 25344 of the world amd 838 years aller The Flood, Bul mome-
theism not only survived at the Tichrews, hot alsn at the heathens. Mascare]ll mentioned Jethm, Mo-
sce’ futher —in — luw ( Exodus 3:1 and 4:18) wnd the Queen of Sheba (1 Kings 10:1 - 13) whe
lived poader (b law of oalure, @ The Cueen visiled Sulomon in the year 3045 of [he world (ol Teas)
in Ralian” & chronology ). Jomah, who bmought the citizens of Nincveh back to the tue God lived in
this chromelery m the year 3212 of the world und 1360 veare after the Flood, Also the Persian B
agrips was conyered ]'_l:.r I Magrnies] '[ gl IE;ET — 23 :I .

The religiom of the law of natre flonrished imtil the hirth of Jeana Christ among the pagans,
which is proven by the story of the Mage Kings ( Matthew 2:1 -2). Jesus Christ sannoonecd his
birthy (o his [demls by means of U stor of Bethlebem, so Tostmde” s opinion, # They were instructed
ahomt it by the prphecy of the prophet © Balaam™ { = alzo Hileam, Nomhera 24,17 ) who was ol-
der than Mosca. IIn was paid to cursc the chosen poople Istacl, but, inspimed by (eod, he was only
able o bless lsrael in three vmeles, Lo the lowrth vroele be oretold the coming of e Messinh: 1
:5h.l_|_|| BEE hl-rrlj |_u_||_ ol I § | shu“ |_'||::hu|1_‘| I‘Iilll, Eapal rous] ||i5|'|: 1 Fogmres shu” eoenes g Slear ool ur]ur.'l,rljl
and a Seepire shall risc oot of Taracl. ™ { Numbers 24173

Clement of Alcxundris suw in the sormen of Suingt Paul befors the alter on the Aroepag e Ath-
eng, dediculed Lo the lroe god ( Acle 17322 =33 ), Lhal his wus Lhe highest Cod, the crealor of e
world and origin of all things. % Thia was net idelatry or soperstition, as Terllian (o, 160 e
225 and Chrysostom sprued. In Angrustine” s opindon such 8 veneration outside the choreh wus ol-
ready useless gl Tulile al thal lime, ooly inside Phe chunch il was wise snd sululary,  foe the luw of
the Gospel was already valid, which made the Taw of malure useless, For Maszarell Jemme" < {347
- 420) interpretation sounded as if he interpreted Panl’ s words that also pagan peoples knew well
ahout Cod ' & name und majesty, for the Athenians had built sn alter for the unknown god.

Toslade, Mascare!l " & main spemce, and wilh him Mascarell were convinced Thal belone (he
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propagation of the Gzospe] all pagans of old times could have he saved, hecanse the precepts of the
law of nature were sufficicnt. Examples were philesophers as Sckrates, Platon and others, ™ Many
wenliles knew B lrue Cod amd adored bim, bowever, umler dillerent names lor his diferenl alinb-
utea. They vsed names as Jupiter, Phoehus, Mars, hot alao 1Hana, Minetva and others.  After some
time also the imepes beeame different so that in one temple there were often 20 images and statues to
represenl one mmd the same lupiter. Bomon poets as Colo and Vergil cleady mentioned this, @

§ 3. Refigiomis gpud Simgs areerfe afribute perpondifiur
The: attritmtea of the probable religion at the Chineae poople are inveatigated

Mum':un:“ wrll.-unlml l.hul. "'-"”'-'“H i ll‘u: Hl,l-l:.r &'r-lpl.un:: 1_':1,|-r|l.r|,||_|i1_'.|.ﬂ,;| lhu Msllrrlpl.l-url |_h1.|l. L bue= |_-.|_||l.
of the truc God awrvived such a long time at the Chincac. Tn this way faith, hope and charity { as
postulated by Le Comte) could have survived the low ( of natre )t the heathens |, and it is no wse-
lesss wrad vuin religion, bol lroe and sululury, Besides hal pesples oulside Judpen ool only had o
natural enlt, bot, conform to Augustine, alan a sopematural cult, for alao heathens can belong to
the: spifimal Jernsulem, ™

For Toslad many puguns were saved belpre The arival of Chrisl, becuuse They were nol obliged
to the law of Moscs, as were the men from the tribe of Jacoh, ® Chrysostom had the same opinion
thinking that the citizens of Ninevoeh, Melehizedek with his people, Job and the Boman captain Cor-
nelivs bl been saved. 2 The law of nulure wies the reason thal wlso e “ pagganes™ had morul disci-
pline, purity of costoms, faith, ntemal and cxtemal vencration of God. This e religion and the
shservation of the luw of neture survived quite probably wlso in China from the deluge antil the am-
val ol Jesus Chrisl, ws Lhe church Tulher gekoowledged snd ws one con conclude Trom the Holy
Seripture.

In Aumstine:” s amd the Vencruble Bede' s (672473 - 733 ) opinion the choreh did not ex-
wlude wny lirne, goy |.I1w;:t: ur ey by ruse, i gonlesl Ihe SYIEELE , which gz ﬁpm'-iu] pur]
of thia church { *eccleaia particularis™ ) and non catholic (1. not all — embracing) was Timited to
a part of time (until the srival of the Messiah ) | 8 speeial place (Salvmon® s tomple ) and one fum-
iy { somes ol Jueoks ), 2 Aluy Curdio] Hobero Bellgrmin 51 (1542 1621 b was coryinged ol even

iy Teemade. Commenzarom m Cenasim, cap. 2, q- IV, 81 . woore thee ir s weveg o oswee thoe el omeen hetngs heforr the be of Miroes
wizr: mmlzimmmals Tor el pagzares il Ta: ezl Tedunc: Un: =gmal ol Us: CGoged i dezy slacpal ta: moles ol te: les ol mwn: - 0 b Gz s Canl,
ol s ol w othess, which i s whols Lseesdogn.

@ Trodtmdn, Cravonsniorie in fodican, cap. 3o KR 7 The pousins vensealeed (ol in severl wops | Todl by felivesl |, Gial s
® oo (=od. Maor poshs weme comvinoed that these s ope siople Gad, who was called Jupiter, and that be hod differ=nt names beognss of b dif-
feront attribeted , but thet bis seomel name wies Jopdter. ™ Thas was also the spiniom of Gatn VSerasis gooting Duegeos Bh, 91 = Japgieer es guod
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at the time of the law of Moses pagan peoples conld belong to the church. 2 Augnstine and Bellamin
thuughl [hal many of the genliles could be saved and even were saved al The Gme of The 000 Tesla-
m=nl ,'E angd [hensfore n_-,u_”_',' I_'H:I-urlﬂﬁ,l (o e cbarehn, BT e spme A Wi b=l |_|-].' IMigpnysivs Are-
opagitn, Thomes Aquinas,® Baric, ® Bezio® ind Sulmeron™,

Mascarcll continucd mentioning soverul ® Posel Theologl” | 1. . women and men of pentile
proples, who as a kind of prophets announced the future Redecmer, for not only the Ilehrows had
thedr prophets, hat God had merey with the heathens giving them thedr owne propheta. The thoologi-
ans Michael de Medina,® Sixtus Sinensis, ® Themas Aquinas 2 Francizeo Suarez® and Cesare
Baronio™ found hints siven by the choreh fathers that, for example, the Sibvls belonged to the -
spiread poersons to unveil the scerets of the future low of pruce. They are swd o have been elder than
Moses, to have known about God and wers flowvn through with lisht, so that they quite prohably pos-
srsscd alan the other gifts of grace. Augustine mentioned the 3ihyl of Erythrea, % others spoke ahout
the Hikyl of Come. Tactantine coumted ten Sibivls and added that they had proclaimed the true Gad
againgl idulabry, & The religion of the e Kings proved al the troe religion was Ul alive in e
luw of nglere unlil e birth ol Chrsl, Bor Mugiuns nol meaning sorserens I:rrluh:ru_'i} o U can b seen
from the Dikle and the church fathers, &
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Annther wise man outside the Bihle was the Persian Hystaspes, who apoke abont the redesmer
in his aracles. ¥ Poter and Paul praised his prophecics in their scrmons to the gentiles, ™ Some au-
lhurs even compared (e bovks wrillen by Hysluspes with he books of e Sibyls, bodh being e
vealed by God. Mascarell was convineed that Hystapes also owed the necessary virmes. @

Paul’ 5 scrmon on the Arcopag in Athens hefore the altar for the unknown god proves sceording
o Muscurell the dumiion of the rue religion unlil Chrst® s bidh aod even longer. Bul who wos e
unknewm worshipped god? Some fathers, as Termllian, Chrysestom and Oecomenicus® were con-
vinced that it was a hisher heing from the fable (fabulosum aliquid mumen’). Others as Clement of
Alexamdrin, ® - aml Mascarell agreed  argeed that the Atheninns bod considered this god e G
true creator of the world and higheat god. Many philosophers have heen saved hecavse they adored
the mue God even before the amneuncement of the Cospel by ohscrvanes of the low of natore, 2
Therefore, und this s Mascurell* s conclusion e Gis pard, wlso oulside of Judah existed e cull of
the troe Czod for 2395 vears [ namely from the flond unti] the hirth of Chriet) . Therefore | 7t §a possi-
bl that the true molision alse cxdsted m China ontll the amivel of Christ as is proven by the Ilely
Seriplure mmd by the [uthers, The e religion s pecessary conveyed . os Tomnmso Bugie woole, mol
in a mirarnloug, the homan intellect somoounting way, hot in many ways, which are infused into
our souls by the divine charity and wisdom. ™ Althoush the church under the law of nature was of 8
lower level thun the synagozue, L was orlbodos aod Therefore selMicien) e (he gentiles, Why (hen
not for the Chinese? God ™ & grace was aufficient to heware them of idolatry and have them adore the
truc (od. Tostadn wrote in the same way: “Many sentiles were saved before the coming of Christ
nol only Those who were descenden] of [he hopse of Jueob, ™ (Muolles de genlilibos anle Chragli ad-
ventum salvos foisse, nisi soli iatl, qui descendehant de stirpe Jacoh. 7 )% Alse Chrysostomn proved
himecl to ke an adherent of the salvaton of the poygmans beewse be woete thet by the ehservation of

the: law of nalure gulside of Judmen mony philesophens were soved, 2

4, Article

N et s Sifer conguerandur e o Prsidentie, qur done oor Gemibas sanivnter didribent; mm dong Soe o alif
c-‘ﬁ'ﬂ.l.llﬁu minlivs everesunad i m:l:-ql\.ll:r.l!

The Chinese hove no reason to complain sbout the divine providence, which contibuted s
gifts wizely to the penples, heranse none of the (entiles received these gifta more cnnsistently.

B oy, Pendun hing sl wive: men, sl sl poissr of Senusder { sho e lechoggal ke e Priss Thiahgi 1. Jusdin
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wrobe that he was anthor oF 0 aqambmEe hank | nammambls in the Sthyllines ool the Harmeticn
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£ L Adesrowr Ber anticlum Srgficion guerslom nee Helromorum, e Cevalison. popedue aliguedy inalifvers potet
Apuingt this article neither the Hebrow nor the Gentile peoples can bave any objections

AL lirgd Mascarell obmerved ol (he Chinese wene ool especially dislinguished in comparison Ly
the other pagan peoples, they only were quite fervent devotees of God before the propagation of the
{zospel when all heathen peoples outside of Judah were cqual. The Jews did not suffer any injustice
eonccrning the vencrmation of (eod by the Chincsc sinee the Chincse arc not comparcd with them, bt
wilh wiher peoples vulside the synugoeee, Tosiado belped o deline the lermm © eenliles”™ ( geoles)
in the Holy Scripture gentilas are undemtond ar those peoples who neither with regard to the ancestry
nor the rte helonged to Israclites { “ scitis quia principes Gentium., . . 7 Matthew 20:25). In the
Huly Serpture all bomens besides the Jews were pugums, amd the mimber of the Jows wae quite
:;;rrlu“ i uurrlmr-lwrl [ l]'u: LHJln:r:j., 'E"”lis Wk u]:a-u |’u.|,.|] * = r_||_;||-r|i-u-r| 1EI |JII: ]l:l.l.-l:r lup |.]'||:: Hoanpae: 3 ;1'9;
“lIu T the God of the Jews only® s be ool alse of the Genliles? Yes, of he Genliles alw, ©

The true (zod was vencrated by the Chinese for 2000 years, while his vencration by the Jews
wus shorter. In the chronoloey of "étan he was revered from Abmbom until the wmvel of Christ for
2020 weurs, bul [rom the proclametion of the low of Meses until Christ there were 1330 years { in
Pétan ) or, in other chmnologies, 1508 years. The election of larael started with larael ' 5 exodus
from Egypt. Desides that also the Jews were not constant in the cult of Cod , sometimes they deopped
off, when they , for cxumple, adored the Golden Calf ( Exodus 32) or when they vencrated Belphe-
gor | Bu' ul of Pe'or, Mumbers 25}, During lhe lime ol he judges hey served Ba®al {Judges 2;
T 2:07; 312 a0 ).

The: ohjection why not the more eonstant Chinese or anather peaple bt the Jews roccivied a0
muny benefite from Cod was responded by Mascarell by arpmaing thut Cod* s donations hed not to be
in commection with good desds, ws Poul saids “ Whol best oo that Gou dids) pol eeeive™ (1 Go-
rinthians 4.7 ). The Jews received by God " 2 apecial care many mivacles, mevelations, prophecies
and other good things. Conceming sainthood they cxecoded all other nations, and the cxample of
2t Peter proves similar things | for he boetrayed the Lord thros times smd vet be was chosen. There-
fure The Jews excesd all olher nalivns wilh Their sanclily and God® s gills, e Chinese, however,
ewered them in comstaney of faith. Their aanctity cannet be doobted | for cven Thavid, Magdalena
and Avguatine declined for some times from Gad , but were still saints.

5. Article

N bt Sirerome fapenmar Chridianam relighmen aineme mosan:, o ket enme Bt Aebon! prinepie , of fimde
rrasralar |l:|.|.|'b|11'|._l Mbipras u.u].ﬁ'.w.u mIl;:u'.u, IEALTE _rnglrd.n'mnl'.ur nEldE — A Sl'.uunm .uu_rn:nul.n.l:, SR fn'qmﬁ'm, -||||.£ mreraliea ealion AR
vewer Christined Diewm colipare, swmdamgue Codi, o werre Domisem agreorere

The Chincsc emperor muost not consider the Christian relisgion a8 somcthing new and insuffi-
vient, becuuss it hos the sume principles and fodaments s the old eligion condessed by the old
wise men und emperons o Ching Tor they adored The same Cod e e Chrisbiomes dooand gk sgwl-
lj,]ﬁljl;] him as lond of Hegven gl Egrb, &

§ 1; Erroris nébil. moagnom jme prebobililober prefioe arficolur confinel
This article quite probably containg no crmor
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Mascarell assumed that China was colonized by Joktan, Eher™ s som, or his grandsons, who
laid there the fundements of the troe religion.

L Museurell” s opinivn fis s in aeeonlanee wilh e chureh bibers md the dosiootn, for G
true chureh is older than paganism. This is confirmed by Tertallian, % and by ‘Thomas Aquinas whe
wrote that many heathens oven roecived a revelation, as could be scen from Job 19:25: ¥ Seio quod
redemgler mews vivi. T ° For | know el my redeemer lveth., © 32 Augusiioe mentivoed the Sibyls
whe prophesied much on Christ. % That the troe religion is older than the wrong religion is proven
from the parahle in Matthew 13:24 30, where a man sowed good sced, his coemy, however,
sowedl lures ( weeds, zivanin) belween: e good seed, hos e true religion exisied belore (e bad
seed, 1. e idolatry, was added. (Enébrand wmte that Moah and hiz sons and grandaoms conaerved
the tue old relipion and that Neah cven reccived a supplementary revelation | Ilchrews 11:7). This
relizion survived during e following cenluries, Noab and his descendenls already pussed (e Cliris-
tian dogmas, as the dogma concemning the 'I'rinity of peraona and the unity of God | the faith inte the
coming of Christ, the office of the ITigh Pocst, the visible indications of the faith as the sacrfice In
Lhe Ol Teslnment os Lypos of the bloody sperilice of Chrisl amd the blovdless as (vpos of (he Euclo-
riet racrament | for there ware sacraments aven in the law of natre ). % There existed temples and
relisious places and everything neccssary for the vencration of God. ® Reports about such revelations
eoncerning (he Tulure Redeemer Jesus Christ and his vingin mother wene given by Joeques Bouldp:®
and by * Navarme”™ . ¥ The drids of the old Gauls had erected an altar with the inseription * Virgind
partture” (for the hirth giving virgin) hefore Christ’ s hirth. The church father Jostin the Martyr
wrole aboul Sokrules Thal be was ool pnly suyed bol hal be even was o mudyr Tor e Alhenigns bgd
pumished him with death hecause he had confessed the one God. Many eminent philosophers of the
mentiles were saved in Jostin' s opindon hoemse they belioved in Josus Chdet, ®

In Cénehranl * 5 aml Paluw * s chrnglogies The healbens received The rue religion Trom Moab
and his offepring. After the Flood Noah lived atill 350 years { Gemesia 9.28 ) and orally passed
dwn the old maditions . which remained pure ontil the 11® pencration.  Therofore the mots of the
fwilh weere im Lhe < roos] opkele |"'.rr|pin|: ol 1hee Chinese™ Very |,|t-:|;=.|J , mpgzh i,h:::pur Lhegn The seed of b
wiomg religion , the Zizania

Mascarcll found the ressons why thers were oo proofs for the old tuc wligion in China in Grock
amnd Lalin, He observed thal Indin amd e slpeeen] regions were sellled by Joklon " s soms,
However, the names of the eomesponding pooples were imknewmn and therefors #t was imposaible to
roport about them. There distaness wore wo bope, Alse Hicoonymus woote that one did not kvew the
names ol The peoples who were the olfspring of Joklon, ¥ Muscarell deloricully asked; T we only

(huinti Seplirnii Florssatin Virlullinng Apdugetice adeess grodes pree cleislionts, cmr T8 wml 20§ Migm: 2L 1, cehe 4340,
Thimss Aupuinie, Swons Thavlogie, Tn Tooa. 1, s, 7, 3131
Anpnainue (le ciitate (e, Kh 18 som 2% [ Migne M A1 nale, T70F)
Dol Dhessryier |, Spesouium obnisffanss ralimonss oy fnkiof e ofurall |, coosaiog of svangelion | Tada L6&S) | 330 — 406,
Queeed S Crachrend, Hh. 5 of bis chmonlegr: ARSI, Tmeder 124, o 3w
ez Beubibus Dor Bkdeed | osgmachin, e in Packs o 1390, bemsus pros:her sl wtlier o Usailsgio] leuks, opaislly K
rlrsicn st g Liled cowon |y 1636}, srwl Do sy christinns Ghei D, quilias dednredor antipesi
ria { Laem 1640} | whars ha wris that Adsm and Mnah slsady amsfisctad tha sncharies,

&  “Novarme" = Martin de Arpilowets { T, Revamme) 054 (1193 - 1586 |, oo upale of Fanedseo de Xavier 51, poofessor for low in
Toulves, Salenensa and Coimbee.

B Jodives, dpedogia I { Migee PG &, cobe, 459 4620 mul Apobegin [ { Migee PGS, o, 3585,

ED Todmbs, Sumusrdnrin ie Gemia, cep, W, ge W, 159, L. KL ansen falnie s fedon, S w St Mg il prpal

T ERERE

Kurharisive Iypicn mopmls-

e dmandil sund | el pmgsies aoeie oolipue sofofnse, qule pepdes el dabsnd vet | sl inegingod @ sediic sont | el selite g i, T
s B, g 00

1



L

know an few things abont these peoples, how can we then dare to judge their deeds following the cri-

lerig ol g Lu:rlwm}lip'?' NI‘_I!IIIiI% in the Hu]:-' &'.r'lpl_un: or i Lhe chioreh Tathers epalmaliele] (e Diyve
condemned propositions,

Conclusion

The Spanizh Jeanit Vincenting Mazearell did evidently not helong to those theologiana of hiz
limes whe were conyineed Lol everybody, who was ool buplived, was lod elernally, resmndless of
his belief ond ethics., With their books dealing with the old Chinese relision the Jesnits had come to
a ficld which was quite dangemous | for their adverseries reproached them ( and cepeciully Le Comte)
tn preach Deism or cven Socinianism to the Chinese poople, i . an insufficient faith where one did
nnt need to believe sxplicitly in the necessity of the redemption by Jesus Christ, in Trinity and ather
dugrala, Mascarell Lried by escape This sccusalion wilh the belp of 2 negalive prool; nothing in he
Huly Serplure contradicls e pssumplion Gel e Chinese mighl bove been saved. The Chinese
poeople s offspring of Nowh® s meod son Shem Gved in remote arcus where they kept the orginal
pure: faith for a long time,

For theologians like Mascare]l acveral posaibilitics cocisted how mankind outside Christianity
could perhaps have been saved ;

1. |_'|:r the revelglion given lo Lhe paren|s ol gk ol . which wus Lreded h_'l.- Mol el his spns o
the Chinese ,who arc descendents of Moah ' s son Shem ;

2. by following the lew of nature written into the heart;

3. by following the instruction and cxample of cortain enlightrmed men and women , who Tived
outaide the Jewish — Christian tradition, the " Prisci Theologi™, as the philosopher  Comfucins in
China, who played an important mle i the Jesvils' repors as prophel of Jesus Chrig,

Mascarell” s © Apo — lowin™ wis wrillen ws o ol lor the Jesuil onder in e Riles Conlmoversy Lo
defomd their method of secommedation. This mesnt st o rojeet the pood features of the Chimese
culture and capeeially thinges of the Chincse religion and philesophy which scemed to be compatible
with Catholiciam. Mascarcll” s attiode was not a0 much shaped by practical accommaodation bt by
a world view presented and traded by the church fathers, His understanding of the Catholic Church
was an Cinelysive™ one, 1, e, Lhe Chyreh prineiple embraeed all [_||ul,'q:5, Lirnes aoml F,H_"l_bl_llt!!ﬁ., lun
this wuy wther relirtons of the world were mterpreted withon the framework of Catholic dewmmots and
traditions , and in this respoct Mascarcll followed the line of other contemporary Jesuits in China |, as
Philippe: Couplet { or Prospero fngoreetta) in the introduction to the Confucius Sinarum Philosophus,
the Figurists and others. ITowever, pmceeding like this led to nogatc the othemess of religions in
China {old Confocianism iz the same religion as the primitive religion of mankind, law of namre)
and o relpse il as ]l;l-l_ﬂuLlj' and altheism {wgdern © alheizl”™ Conlpciamism, adilalmos Bedidbism and
Daoism ).

Mascarcll’ s * Apologin®™ was never printed, perhaps there wes not enough time, perhups it was
ton lcamed, The attitude of the Jesuits, however, scem to be confimncd by the Decres © Nostra
Mrate™ of Vaticanum 1T, where we read: “TFrom ancient times down to the presemt, there is found
among varion: peoples a certaim perception of that hidden power which hovers over the course of
l.l‘lirlﬁ um_' pver L evenls ol |||,.||||1.| n hi:sl_ur_\r; al D sonme |-r||;,||:|:|_| Ilmﬂ: T =T ll‘u: Iﬂ':ll,ll!,;Il-lL-ll'_llll ol
Supreme Being, or oven o Futher, This pereeption umd reconition penetrates their Lves with o pro
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found religione senze. 78

Dicapite the quite traditional arpumentation the ideas and arpuments of Mascarcll and his hroth-
ren bave o guile modern sppeamnee becuuse they were vpen for olher non Eupean peoples, who
did not helong to Christianity. Many theologians and missionaries had an image of an all - embra-
cing Church heing ¥ Catholic” in the literal and hest sense: the real spirtual chureh did not cxelude
uny lime, ploce und people, s wus sloled by the Veneruble Bede or by Roberio Bellunmin, This
may seem pretentions bt in this way, the old demand ® Katra eoclesiam nulla sals™ ( outside the
Church i no salvation) wes alse fulfilled. ¥ In the course of the Rites Controversy . however, such
un Lmmee becwme murrow sgain by men who were anxiows aboul the purily of the [uith o who miber
pleaded that the whole Chinese nation and other *pagan™ nations to he lost since their heginning if
they wore oot haptized.

I 1968 Juseph Rulzinger, later o become Benedicl XVI, woole; © Whal converns us s mo lon-
ger how the athers "will be caved. Certainly we know , by our faith in divine merey, that they can be
savod, Ilow this happens, wo loave to Cnd. The point that docs concemn ws is principally thiss
Why, despile e wider possibility of sulvation, is e Church sGll necessaryt Wiy showld Toith and
life etill ecomtinue to come theough her? Tnoother worde, the precent day Chriatians ne longer oquestion
if their non — bolicyer brothers can reach salvation, (hverall | they desire to know what is the mean-
irig o their prign wilth the pniversal embmee of Cheist omd (heie ooion with the Chongh, ™2

B "o mh ety s o e Aodismu sl disns gede fosnilue gaasde peregtie e semoes s, goos e e
o erentifne vitos bromurnsa prosses e, immn aliquesde sreite Semmd Naminis el stien Mo,

& Orgnally, Crpdan of Corthope ( 3210 258 spoke oot about ragmms, bt about 2 schismatio chureh, = s Epistola 75 21,
Mewrewrs, it 15 ne deene bot meams the the sorest wey by salveSien is te Cetiabie Cheseh, bt oo wers oo passihle if oen de net heloeg B &
borwa: ol emumee. Fur yuetolivos e el il b Bepiaze Lt 27w chuechibbares s iubigses Sl solisn sl sulion. sulsih:
th: e (2 u'Jum:‘El'.lT!].
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