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INTRODUCTTON

Tinilding a harmonious rocicty is not just an urgent priority for the comment Chinese grvcmment ;
nor is it only a long — held ideal for Chincse sinee the time of Confuciug; it is aleo a universal ho-
man desi.

Ower the conturies, Christians have fomd resoarees in the Thble for promoeting social harmony ;
indeed , if you include the concept of hrotherly love n poor idea of social hameny, then poo wAll
see e profogm] cvnmeclion belween Tundamenlal Cheiglian doclrines amd The Tenging which we all
have lor boving relalivnships wilth olhers,

As Ephesians 110 shows, Paul s leller o he Fphesians™ locuses on social | even cosmic, u-

nily, which is voe wonl he wses o espress the coneepl of o hermgnioes seiely, ™% lndeed, the
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bdi: Erodommes, 19951 37 - 47,
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future “summing up™ of “all things™ in Christ is the gnal towards which this epistle constantly
lowsks, = thal this verse is e “ pivolal slalervent, ™ ool jusl of the introduclony passage, Shul of Be
cotire letter. As O Brien puts it: * Cosmic reconciliation snd unity in Christ amc the central mes-
sage of Paul’ 5 lotter o the Ephesians, "% Another term important in Ephesians is peace, which is
mostly used objectively, as the state of reconciliation and therefore of entological wmity, @

Ohir study will move in the following direction ;

Firat, the cpistemnlogical hasis for Panl ™ 5 proposal for oniversal peace (unity, hammeny ).
Without a solid geunding in reliable truth, no plan for a hamemious saciety will be sustainahle.

Secomd, e onlelogical busis for universul peave. Wilthoul o comreel wederstanding of [undw-
mental reality, including the true nature of man and woman , social hammony cannet be attained.

Finally, Paul’ & ethical teaching on social harmony. We shall examine .

The: varous spherss in which he urges bis remders o slrive Tor pesee (5 e, Tumily, work-
place, church [ a small socicty ] . and socicty) . amd the spocific instructions for individuals in cach
sphere.

The modives For slriving lowands peace wilth olhers,

The: ohstacles to social hermony.

Power to overcome nhatacles tn harmony with others.

The mle of peace with God in seeking social harmony

The cechatologeal frmmowork for social hammony teday.,

Alomg the way, we shall hricfly note a fow comparisons and contrasts hetween Paul” s program
and key principles found in the Analects of Confucina. '@

Ancienl Creek and Romon philesophy bad three colegories: epistensology , onlelegy . and etb-
ics. Westcrn philosophy has prneral followed this pattem, and in that order. @ First: Is there any
truth? Can s knosw the truth? Hew can we know truth? What ia the troth that we knesw? Seoomd -
Whal dhoes his “trulh™ el us gl n_-,u|i|__-,"]" The ulll".'uml:; “ ™ fl,rr é-.l:l,H,I!ﬁ:I; rr||,||||-1'||||,|; elhizul
principles ; other realitics | such as spirts, cte. ) Finally: Dascd on a knowledge of truth about real-
ity, we huild an cthical system that aceords with meality.

HI_Ii:ll.lI:IIII,II.II,w.. llu:rl, ﬁ'_l-rrrl::- l]'u:: |_'|.|,|:sl-:c rl,rr |;.|" u-l]'l::r l}lirllﬁillﬁ uru;l Lo,

HARMONIOUS SOCIETY IN PAUL’S LETTER T0O THE EPHESIANS
Epistemology

Paul’ s writing, including his cpistemology, flows from cortain assumptions, which he docs not
ey Do pruve, These inglode;
There 12 g God whe has revesled himsclf, Like the rest of the Bible, Paul’ s letter to the Ephe-
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Faursdalions for & Tharmoniose Soeicdy in Teul® & Teller bn Ut Tphesinne

sians assumes the exiatence of God, an all - pewerful Creator who alwo governs the affairs of men
and nalins inoa way Dhal is wise and Jovieg, ® He refers 1o this God in g variely of ways, bul mosl
eepecially ws the Father, uniquely of the Lord Jesus Christ and of his people ss they arc related to
Christ by faith. &

This znd has nnt remained hidden, bt has disclosed wital information aboot himsclf and his
will For rmgeikiod, T} o L, sueh inlpmnglion s megnl by serve ool url]_'l.- s rmere duln b be
kowown, bul ws the growm] aod conlent of o vilel relolionship with Cod Groweh ith in Jesus Clarisl.
W As Creator of the world, od posscasce the right to reveal his will and ways to whom he chonses
and at the times and in the manmers of his sovercign choice. ®

Pupl suys Lhal God bus disclosed o his chusen aposiles amd prophels informalion sboul huemgn
sulvution thut no ene else has been privilesed to konow; ' that be i= one of these chosen recipients of
revelation; ™ and that the spereial insight that was given to him eoneema the wumion of porple of all
anrts with cach other thmaogh faith in Christ. &

7od " 5 revelation has come by the work of his Spirit to chosen spokesmen , ® and is recorded in
the Obd Testament Serphres®; the Old Testoment culminates in the revelution of Cod in the person
und work of Josus Chost; and, as wo have sad, we know this thooogh the oevelaton sven e
Christ” s chosen apostles, of whom Panl was ome. ‘The intimate commection hetween the Helwew
SL‘I‘;PI.L.IIH:‘- .ﬂ.lll;_l IJH: Mew Tewlapmenl :G.I'Il,m‘;_'. U i TILAIY Wy 1 |':p}|mfa.||u., per]'lal_n;l- rinl ]n:u.:l{. i |_]'Il:- il
ncfies of imapes snd metaphors used, as well as ttles for Cad emd for Chnst, that come struight
from the pages of the (Md Testament.

A fow cxamples would inchade such words and concepts as. mr]mptinn,'@ sin , ™ salvation | ¥
l.i:rll[_r]l'_",':!' P (7in] ,':-E‘ pl‘-,:l}'l:r,l:'ﬁ :3.'u.-|,'.r'||"|1_'.\|:_.':1-;'3I Law ol Gl rﬁ' Ly esrign| I: 5:] . m‘ruil}l _.E' anl oy
1sre,
This idea of speeial revelation as the only autheritative souree of accurate knowlodge ahout cs-
srmtial truth differs foom: ratiomalism ; empitieismy pure intoition ; traditional myths and storics. We
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can readily discem differences with Confucing” dnalacts, as well as similarities. @ On the one hand
Conlucivs does seem o believe thal Heaven has granled him spme sorl ol special Lrlw]ﬂﬂﬁu;@ o
the other he scems to rely moeh more on historieal tradiden® and on curcful ohscrvation of humean
cxperdenes, W Ile i quitc modest about hiz own knowledge. ®

{znd’ 5 revelation accords with rearon, human cxperience, and oor conscicnee, and it can be
kouwn by oll those who seek Tor truth und trust in Cod " s Son Jesus, # The centrul lenm “mysteny™
dves nol reler o un esolerie doclrine bidden deep in Cod, bul an epenly — diselosed womder o be
received with faith and spread sbroad to the whole wordd, ¥ Indecd |, as we shall sec, both the nanoe
of the mystery and the wide propagation of it are core clements of Paol ™ s view of harmonions socic-
ly.

Ontology

e Lhee Topgndalion ol this Jdorlrine ol |-:||1,m|ﬂ,|!.;:: o Puul Builds Bis osedrioe ol reulfl-:-; Lhe Tungdy-
menlal pulure and sicuctuee of ll that exists, Very boelly, we cun suy (ol Pawl believes in e re-
ality of God, as we have scen; the spirit world; ® the created onder ;™ mankind®. IIc also thinks of
time as past, present, and foture, incloding an ctemal fotr, @

Like The rest of (he Ribile, in Fphesions we see lhal [heere iz o Gml: He is uru:,lg] hul:.-','i‘l'jus.l
{ dehteous ) , P loving, ® wise/intellizent, @ personul , @ and, indeed, “social, ™ As Futher, Son,

% Fora comparison ared sontrost of Conbiveins and Tores, see Xinzhoog Yo, Gonfirdamim ond Chritsaniey; A Compangries Sy of fm
un.l.i'.'!lg:p.' l']].ll.ﬁ].l.n.ll Swace Mmwdouse Deco, 199, 93 - 85, Faw lusda [EETHT T ST Tulin ”.l'.l*:. l5|.l|'|_.|'i.|.|.1:|:|r|.|'.'..l|'|. & I'?-u'l'l'.'ﬁ-uu.n!}_l A
Cavrgvoradie Neaaly || Neow Terk- Kinlosla ||l.|.1'rlu.i||'l|]: 'I“.ITT:I.

M Ansleds, 7.7 {73}, Mo oalen 14,35, PMewsgeee [mm the Aredscie g cilsl Tmm ths Englich immsbatinn by Chichung Husngs, Tha
Amplacte of eafodmn | Ohcfred ; Dhefoerd Dimivwereity Prmss | TIT S Pl hask and chepher mombems mey warr mams fm ather aditione. b tis citn-
e, the otber citation Sellows i parenthesss,

M Arong conless nessegrs see, for cxpmple, Anelects o000 BB, 10, I8,

=] F:..;. o heds 908 15000,

@ Ly, lor |:l|.r||||-r., Arderas 6.2,
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Faursdalions for & Tharmoniose Soeicdy in Teul® & Teller bn Ut Tphesinne

and Holy Spirit, this God has alwaps enjoved within himsalf a “harmonions snciety. ™% Az the hymm
says, They are a © Ininily of Tove and power, ™ T lake voly one example, The Son of God s “his be-
loved "™, ®

Confucius scemed also to have helicved in some superior being, called Ileaven ( Tian ), whe
seems to have some personal characteristics, such as vnderstanding and will, # He does not present
o well — developed concept of o supreme being, however, sinee he reulized thot he could not know
much ahout things that are not seen. ¥ 2411, Tleaven was assumed o be just and righteos, @

With Paul, as in the rest of the Bible, the univere is created by God 3 it is not self — existent;
nor is i mdically contingent on anylhing excepl te onsping sovenmnes of is Crenlor, 2 Paul would
not aceept the Duddhist conception of the world as illusion; or the matenalist view that all of reality
ia comtained i the Waible world. This has huge mplications for our coneept of how to boild a har-
mrs sy,

Men and women are crcated by (od, in his image. @ They arc thus of srear value, and have
the potential to know G, Tove God | and imitate God " 2 moral mualities. @ Which is tn say, we are
r|r_|{. I'_HI.I"I' ﬂllirllﬂ‘l:ﬁ . hul. .I'll_llll.ﬂrl I_'II:I-IIF '||'|-IJ'I i | rl'll-rll;l “IH_.I d .';'Fjl-ril., $ wﬂ .I'Ia'\lt!' -I'_H'_Il;ll-ﬂﬁ ..E-i E:IIH_.I s .I'Ia\lﬂ aa
stul, # Both wre important o God |, but Panl woold agree with Jesus that the sabvation of the soul in
thiz life iz necessary for the salvation of both aoul and hady for all stamig. @

Confucing, oo, would have valved human life, and he acknowledge an inner, imzeen dimen-
siont to human nwturc, We sre not qust bodics, but we possces cthical spd sesthetic sensibibfics
which muat be honored and followed. Al of his comments dealing with the moral life demonstrate
thiz comviction of his.

Bul  w conlinee with Poul  there is olso o prineiple of evil in the universe, whose origin re-
mains a mystery. This wickedness is porsomificd in an ovil heing, Satan, who opposcs (z0d” s pur-
posca. B Tong ago, he deccived our original parents inte disehedienee towards God and disregard of
euvh olher’ ¢ dignily and well — being, # As o resell, oll people are oow mdicolly aflected by “sin ™

which is any lack of conformity o God” s chameter and will. ¥ As a result, they arc unable to love

W Bt weplivi sl inglicil mdismnee b e Trinily s Baned in somnd s, Gcliling Fphesm 1%, 30 18, 1T 2218 3,04,
16,20 2L1;4:1  4; =t
0 Epbesiens 1,6
385 B, L ul.-'.ql]-l:- Semder s 8,28 14,55, Sov: ke '|:li.|.|5_. 112 = 190 wed Yue, 57 = 80, = 8, =l cdarwken:,
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Groud o each other. &

ATl sncial eonflict and dis — harmony reolts from this fandamental homan eondition ; thas, all
efforts tn create zocial harmony withot addressing “2in® will not anccerd.

Az we all know , this view of the fallenmess of human nature doss net accord with Condfocins”
more: aptimistic outlook. TTis travels and teachings were not withoot deep disappointrent |, hat he Ta-
howred om, comvineed that people conld be imstrocted and encouraged to improve themselves.

Soleriology

At thia point, Christianity intmrdnees a new category; A teaching ahoit salvation. Precizely he-
canac we cannot changes ooraclvea enoagh to live in harmony with others; and cven more becanse s
cammaot reform ourselves enough to folfill God* s requirement of moral perfection, bt are, inatead
destined for his rightaous wrath ™ God muost intervena to rescus ns from our desperate plight.

The gospel which Paul s gladly proclaims anogunces Bl God Bees dooe all thal i oecessay o
snlve our two fundamental problems; alienation from himseH and from each other. & Jesns has died
as a propitiation for oor sinay threogh his shed Bloaod we have vedemption, that ia, fergivencss. 8
Those who tust in Christ receive the Holy Spirit, 2o that now they have ready access at all times to
(o the Father. % They can praise him, thank him, and pray to him, calling upon him for wisdom
a.ul] 5l.|1:||5l..|'| [IT] ]n:llluw .H.III;] 1_]l,! ]I-I:!. wi", i

Furthermore, helievers in Christ enjoy a fundamental secority about the futore. “They trost that
they will b raiacd up on the: last day to enjoy unbmken joy with God forewer. This world ia noe ulti-
matey they are delivered from that fear of death that holds all of 02 in hondage. The resmmection of
Jesus and the poasession of the Holy Spirit assure Christians that they are destined for an inheritance
ﬂlal. N IHEYEr ]'y: !aillﬂll;]'ll::ll rIT_IIII l]'u:-lll, *ﬂ]lﬁsﬁam} kll-u-n' l.]l::L ﬂ'l:r_:.l dre I‘uﬂ_-,- ﬂlll_] rulu;]ullll:llla"_'r' ]I’_l'l.'t!l;l
and accepted by the most important peranage in the omiverse God  who has made them hix he-
Toved spns aml Jaughlers in Christ, @

fmr second problem has alan heen solved . and in two ways; First, on the deepest level | one
that is now really emtological | we are united with all these swhe trust in Christ. Panl oaes poverfol
|||1:La|]__|-]||,:|r5 for [his new godd ¥ErY reql Lo e HI,HJ}' ol ':I'II';EI.: o rﬂlllﬂ}' ol GI'_II;I: a4 I.q_-,llll_ﬂn:; a
commonwealth. @ This unity exists already, and iz grunded in the sternal wnity which we can
1_3" A di:-rllu] ‘.I'Iﬁl'l'rll,:lllil,lll_,l.\,"l- ::u.:l:.fi:l_':'" 1,:' F'ullll:r, Fjurl a.ru;] Hi_ll]l‘ Sr_r-lril,.. il

T enjoy, and to realize om earth what 2 alveady oums in the apivital realm, helievers have the
very power of (zod himeelf, given by the indwelling of Christ theough the Holy Spirit, o that they

Bl Snch mdieal meeal imqabemes: i srpresssd By meoh canoeqie ae heing “dead™ noen (200 50 “drrienad™ 0 oanr nedemtrmding
[4;158} ; ind depeaved in comduot [4;15].
E]:-]:n‘ﬂ:lllsi_lﬂ.. 12 5.8,
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Faursdalions for & Tharmoniose Soeicdy in Teul® & Teller bn Ut Tphesinne

can live the life to which they were called, in imitation of Ceod the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. @ The chureh itself forma the primary Tocus and focus of this new hamenions socicty. @

A kev part of all thia s eur uniom with Christ, expressed most aften by the prepositional phrase
“in Christ™ {or, “in him/whom™ ). ™ Through faith in him and the gift of hiz Holy Spirit to us, we
are: umited in Christ. @ Tnosome mysterious fashiom | we are identificd with Christ in God ™ s sight, a0
that we are righteous and holy and heloved. @ As we are in him, we are thus alse in each other in
som: fumdamental semac. Our unity is ot just a subjeetive one, bt an ohjective reality in the spir-
itnal realm , which is no 1eas real than the physical world. Notice how my times Panl vacs the phrase
“in him,” “in Christ™ ste. juet in the firt paragraph of the letter. ™ The metaphor of the Rody of
Christ, with him as our head, also eonveys this idea most dramatically. ®

There are many implications to oo being united with God and with each other in Christ. One iz
that we: are not in this status becavse of our ovm worth or achicvement or performanes, hot solely by
virue of the person and work of Christ on oor behalf, commumicated to us by what Paol calls Gad”
& grace. T Another is that our mnity with sach other is not hased npon any commeon features which we
ahare: or which we prodoce, bt solcly upon our incorporation inte Christ through clection, faith, the
Iloly Spirt, and haptism. ® Thus, our unity is assured and unshakeshle; 2s long as we trust in him
wr can be united in love.

As many have ohacrved , the presener of a doctrine of salvation in Christianity, forming as it
doce an cescntial hasis for Christisn cthics, stands in stark contrast to the teaching of Confucins,
who cmphasized self — improvement rather than salvation by a higher power, #

Ethics

Finally, we arc ready to tum to the practical implications of Paul” s epistemology, ontology,
and soterolopy to the huilding of 8 harmenious socicty on carth.

The Various Spheres in which He Urges His Readers to Sirlve for Peace

Paul heging the sceond part of hia letter, with its detailed instructions for daily living, by ur-
ging helicvers to live in harmony with cach other, “with all humility and gentleness , with paticnee,
showing forbwanmes to one ancther in love, being dilipent to proserve the unity of the Spint in the

05 aphusios 109 3.20; 5.1 - 2,TH; & 00

0% Fplesiss 3 W 421 30
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homd of peace”™ . % He notes that each person in the church is different, hot shoves that these distine-
lisrs are messanl b |;:r_||r||_;|]|:rr||:r|l. ﬂm‘.]'l 1,|-|_.|'|i::-rr ]-Ilil;' l]'u: p-url.-a u-r A ]'_l-r_u;]_'r', .-’Ls l::m_:]'l [MzrsEn I'ulﬁllﬁ ]'l-l:g. or
her mle, (he enline Ln,r:]}' = huill wp immglwrily andd Chrisl — likemess, &

For that to happen, of eourse, love is required af all times. @ Harmmony in hemen relationships
depends mol ouly on love, bowever, bul upon truth, The two mwst work ogelber o harmoomy 0 genu-
e pesce 18 to be achicved. Truth must be spoken in love, but 1 must be spoken. %

Confocing also emiphasized the eritical importanes: of hoth love, which he called ren, % and ain-
cority, soen cepecially in honest comrmunication. ¥ (f course, there are differcnecs between his
view amed Panl’a, bat at least they would have agrecd  the necd for hoth kindness and frankness in
speach, 8

Sinee vovelpusness and lusl lighl ugeingd conlentmenl amd Tove, Puul spends considensble spuce
urging s readers o lorsake the pussions which drive us o gel miber ban o give, 0 use olbers
rather thun serving them., @ Ruther thn secking satisfuction through pleasure or posscssions, woe are
tr bo content with Ood gives os and constantly filled with his Iloly Spint, whe gives us
genoine joy. *

Meve Panl tuma to the family. Hoshanda and wives are bound together as one umit, which the
liible has from the heginning termed “ one flesh, ™ They are thus to submit to each other oot of refer-
ence for Christ, their corrmeon Savior and Terd. Within that motoal submizsion, the wife is to re-
51_!1:1_'[. a.ru;] :ﬂ,l]'_mlil. Lua ]'u:l' Ilus]'_ralll_] . -,-.-hfl.: l]'ln: |||_|5]'m.|||] 1% g ]u\u: ]Ii& p.-'ul‘.: :ga-l_'.l'-lﬁq_'.ia"_f, A Ellrisl 1_]|,n:.3.
the chunzh,

Confucius says virtually nothing aboot maminge, so we must be careful not to build an aree-
ment from silenee, but at the very lesst it woold seem that the relstionship between husband and
wifc, and in particular the duty of the hushand to sacrifics for his wife, grounded in the relationship
hetweem Christ and  the church, represents an emphasia largely  ahsemt from Confueins ©
teaching. &

C]Ii]l;ll‘l:ll TR r_|h|:_l.l lJ'II:I-r p.ul'i:nl,.:t: ]_II_I[ l_lun:lll::. :_Jluu]l_] i, plm‘ulc l,lll:l-r |_:hi'||,'||'::|| I dngeT ]_l}' 1
MRSy llunshru:ﬂ., bul truin them gogd legch them I,ll;,!l_ﬂ_ll'd-lllﬁ L Lhe revelaliom of Chrsl, @II.1'I1,FU5'I
these instructions huve been tuken by mony Chinese Christims to be identical with the Confucian
concepl of Ol piety {zioe) . omd tboust Gere are of course profowm] shoilarites, n pmelice il
sccms thut Comfucins® teaching emphosized the duty of submission more then the reciprocal duty of
futhers w be kind and gentle,

Epbnssimrs 42 = 5.
le-:-i.n 4.11 = 1.
Eiystesinrs 4 - T
Frbesdsne 4:15_ M 312
Analects, 13;22, where it is defined gn = boving men ™ See abel?;1; 12;5; 6:22; 17:5; 6;30.
Ansloeps, 1.4, 153 222 7. 24,
Fur m hdailial imemin@m ol the: amilentes al ik a= | = Ll wml hzus en hi= mlp_'mt, SEPTRL [ITRET e PR
sved {erimtiamity | we wnll s Uhing, &8 104
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Faursdalions for & Tharmoniose Soeicdy in Teul® & Teller bn Ut Tphesinne

In the workplace , masters and slaves { who represent in our society employers and employees
l.-l:,u.-l_:]'l::rs alll_] sl.ul]n:rlh, 1:[1_'.,:} ]m'n: I;,'I'_H'rllJ]l:rrIl:rllal‘}' mﬂ.pﬂll:siljﬂiL-lw. 'ﬁ'llml: |_|r|l,||:r ﬂuﬂ'lr_rrl-L}' :_-..I'II'_H,III;I
work heartily, as i they were serving Chrost himself. Those in sutherity sbwald trest those wmder
them with faimess , remembering that they too have a Master in heaven, and he will reward cach
peraon sccording to what we have done. 9

At this point, allow me to reach hack intn an sarlier section of the letter, in which Paul tells
his readers nol vnly pol o steal, bul o work with Beeir buods, so il they mishil bave surplus Tumds
tu sive o these in need. ® Sinee the disparity of income between rch and poor is a source of much
discontent in China, this principle of ceming money in order to give, oot to spend on onesclf, is a
refreshing antidote tn greed and selfidhmesa. I applied | it eonld diminish the rewsrmment often falt
].I}' those al the baollem of e incgme scale,

Thowsh Paul dves not wlk in Ephesinns aboul e moles of ciliens ond rulers, he does so n
other places, such as Romans 13:1 - 7 and Titue 3:1 - 2, 8. From these passages, as well as
from Paul” & owm cxample has we have it recorded in his Ietters and in the Acts of the Aposties, we
kniw that he intended for halisvers to subimit to govemment anthorityy to he kind and gentle tn all
people; und o emgsuge in pood and wselul welivities thal would benelil sociely as o whole,

The Central Role of the Church

At thiz point, we should panze to reflect on the central mole of the church in Panl ™ 2 teaching a-
boul harmomius svciely, Musl of iz insbruclions deal wilh relalivnships among believers in Chrisl,
thompgh of soume he speaks wlso of our ohlipations te these ootside the cirele of fuith. Chrstun bisto-
v teaches us that when followers of Christ hegin to pat into practice the cthical values of Christ and
his apostles, their commen Tife starts to cxpresa a kind of harmony and peace not nsnally found in
sociely ws o whole, As oulsiders observe how Chrslions love one goolher, They are alfecled, and
some, cven if they do not come to fuith in Chrst, try to cmulete the seerficial service md bomility
that thoy huve scon botween Chrstivms, Wo can wlso suy that these who bave been truimead, s it
were, i their families and churches can then replicate loving and homest hehavior in their dealings
wil]'l o — Ellriﬁliﬂlﬁ . ulll] I_J'll,.l:g. sl as = :mll. alll_] .II-H.I'II." T I_J'H: wl,rlll;,l. '”'u:r recen] series -ul' ]_rl,u'_ll::_t |,;|_'|l
Lhal LiLle FIves mgmy |::n.|_|rr|p|1:&. ol Uhirisligmes who baye made o sigmilznl conlribulion o heir nglion
a5 a result of some contact with Christianity,

These instructions, if followed by Christians . would do a great deal to promote harmony in all
domaina of socicty the: home, the workplace, and the wider community. Fer Panl, as T have
aaid, the primary lnens and foena for harmonions living is within the hody of helievers, where the
lowe of Christ and the truth that Goed hus revesled eom crested on orderly und yet wornm und caring
covimnment for poeple to feursh.

(Obviouely, the closcst commespondenes betweon Paul” s teaching and that of Confucins will be
] o this ameg of elhies, The yvidues of F-IE..IILI:LIUETIA:!ES {:rf.}l'm': hl,lru::jl._l.' I:{.'Iw.r:g} am] sincemn ]u]rh
ally {zfeong xin ) Glial piddy {xigo) s love aml Forgiveness {ma, st ) s and respecliol couresy
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()™ weonld he umderstond and appreciated by the apestle. “The epistemological and ontological ha-
sie for Poul’ s system, oe well ac his eschatologival perspective ( which we shall discuss below)
would ke foreipn to the et teacher of mmedent Ching, but he would rocemize cortwin similarities
hetweem his program and that of Paol.

Dillerenees here are, of course, Gonfuvius " doeldne of § involves much more allenlion W cer-
emony and rimal than docs Paul® s simple call for humility, respect, and gentlencss in dealing with
others, bt there i3 no reazon that the apostle would object to the expreasion of our courtesy in ont-
wurd sets of the sort which Comfocins valued so hizhly, ® In foct, momy of us from the West sreatly
admire Tastem manners and forma of polite deferenes; our brash and brazen self — promotion - T
:5[_|-m.||nc me an Amernegn hens ﬁru;,lg; ergezhy Lo legrn Trgen |,I|-'|||,||_ gy |_|¢:- rm:n:_.*l}' ril.uul-lm;l hul,;u-l,.'s_. |_1|,||.
which novertheless put g bruke on eur presumption amd coase us, bowever bricfly, to slow down and
demnnatrate at least some comaideration for the feelings and even the “fare™ of others.

The Modives for Siriving towards Peace with Others

Why should Christiom: pursue harmomious relstionships with others? What metiveting power
docs Paul " & message posscas? Without going into much detail, we can note a fow of the reasons he
gives for weling lovingly lowanls olther people,

We are called to walk “worthy of [our] call”. ¥ When God ereated munkind | he did so in his
own fmage , which iz one of holiness and righteousmess based upon muth. ® Tndesd , he plans for his
pevple Lo be boly amd bluneless, like himsell, ® Christ died for (he chunch in onder o make her boly
and spotless. ™ When belicvers tum away from lust, sclfishness, and prde, and pursuc justice and
penenmsily , Feerelime ﬂ'u:_:.' A rIIt!Il:]_'r '|i1.'i||£, up Lo taeir l,lr-lﬁillﬂ.l PurpREE am] gl :ll:sl.iu!.'.

Furthermore , when children of Cod demonstrute formiveness towards those whoe have hort them,
they are reflecting the pardon which God has extended towards them in Christ. ® 3l — sacrificial
seervive of olhers replicales The welion of Jesus upon e Cross, 2 For Cod” s people o imilale him s
a natural responec to his kindness towards them, DPerhaps it could he scen as a type of 8 proper “re-
tmm”™ for grace | hao en).

Fmally, Christions vom look forward fo o foture reward from Cod for any good deeds they hove
performed , even if on carth there is none. ®

These muslives dilfer Troan (hose oflered by Conlueiv:, who seermed Lo believe, aleng wilh he
Swdes, that dpht conduet should be practived for its own sake, o fulfill one’ s moml pupaose, with-
out regard to any future reward, other than the ohwvicus social henefits and pereomal satisfaction over
havimg done whul s mood amd e knowledze bl one is leaviog © 7 bebind the zreul tressure o luler

Angdorts 1.9, 12; L0 51, S0 0205, 17, 18; o0 L Tz 9.0 wed many utler plaras,
U li, wen Ching, 168 176,
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Faursdalions for & Tharmoniose Soeicdy in Teul® & Teller bn Ut Tphesinne

generatioms, hy which one has transcended one” = limitation and reached the sternal. "% We infer
this Trorn The abeence of any ncepl of Tulure persng] revanls Tom Tign in bis elhical feslroclion,

The rl,I“lJ“irI!-; disepssion will glso Temlure elemenis of Pypl® s elhienl [ErUETIn thul are mol Topmd in
the teaching of Confucins.

The Obstacles to Social Harmony

OF course, achieving hamonivus relalivnships with olhers will sever be eay. As we saw be-
[ure, ull people ure in bondoge v sin, e stroelures aod pallems of Ghis world, aomd even the decep-
tivm of Satan. ® Even belicvens in Christ strugsle el with what Pawl calls the “old sclf™ (4:22),
Wi sce vestipes of this “old man” in the rsedul prejudice . colass conscionsness , pender conflicts
and will to power, prestipe, and posscssions with which we all contend in oursclves and in others
every day.

Power to Overcome (Obstacles to Harmony with Others

For this reason, Faul provides puidclines for conducting sursclves like ®children of Light™ ina
morally dark word. We are to renounee the old ways; allow our minds to bhe transformed by medita-
tiom upon, belicf in, and ohedienes to, the tathy and call upon God ™ 5 strength in prayer, if we ame
tn avercome both onr evm inkorn tendencies towards self — centered Tiving and the Ties of the devil.
IPwul beliewes that the seme power that meised Jesus from the dead con encrgize his followers to do
the: mood works he has propured for them to pedform, ™ we they will snly tum to him at all times in
prayer. ™

We must not undercstimate the strategic importance of changed mental attimdes. © T know that
Geod Towes me, | do mot have to eam the love of athera. He has given me all that | need; | do not
have o rample on olher pepple in onler o gel whal | wanl, Secure in the koowledge (sl 1 shall one
day inbweril u new beaven amd 8 new eardh, 1 de sol bave Lo pul all my enerry or Tocus all oy bopes
und fears on the flecting things of this trunsitery Iife, Awwre thet | am fondumentolly flawed, 1 shall
treat others with the humility and mospect thoy deseove and thet werely reflects my own true eondi-
ticn. ™ And so0 forth, Changed minds lead to transformed lives,

The Role of Peace wilh zod in Seeking Social Harmony

Clearly, then, our own sensc of peace with God must procede our sttempts to live pescefully
with sthers, Formiven, [ can forrive, Accopted , T ean aecept others, Supromely vuluable to God |, 1
can acknowlcdge the inherent worth of cveryonc around me, and cepocially the priccless worth of

thoes: who have heen boaght with the bloed of Christ. TTaving a loving master in heaven, T ocan serve
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my earthly masters cheerfully, and can treat those under my care in the same way that the Lord
l_]::ﬂ]u. wil}l 101, “'1‘":” I_:'l,:lrlrl'l'_lllll_'!ll_] 'ﬂ'l-l_.l'l ]lll_ra.-l_'.Lu]_l-]i: s-ll.uuL-lr_ln:s,_ | aom Looree Qe ':::'I,H_] i [rrayer, lnlﬁl_il%
that his resurrcetion power can change the present unhappy sitnation or alter my pereeption of it and
regpomac to it

The Eschatological Framework for Social Harmony Today

All this implics an cschatolomical perspective. ™ Canl belicves that God will someday unite “all
things™ 1mder the headship of the visen Lord Jesns Christ. @ Fven thengh Satan proenkes 1z to sm-
bruce wrng values (hul engender conflicl, Cod” s purpeses will prevail in the end, Our ioherilames:
is sewnre, Though sccn only vagpucly now , the fondemental unity which God* s people enjoy with
him and with cach other will one day become fully manifest, indecd glofonsly so. ™7

There is a dark side to this final future, however. The “children of disohedienee,™ if they do
nol respen] ared Lurm L Chirisl i luilbe gasd I_II‘,I-ﬂ,I-It!'III_ﬂ:, will rd 1_||||_'|-' il reEpEive uny shogres o e I':i"H'
duen of God and of Christ, bul will be eated as “children of wouth™, @

Actually, this is a stark reminder that all our cfforts to boild 2 hamonious secicty on carth in
thia age will he hoomded by not enly our finiteness bt alan oor fallenness and that of athera. There
will b= nup uF_;I'l_‘.LLl_'i: g eprlh™ undil [he Pres of Peges reloms looeslablish o © new bevens gl oew
carth, in which fdehteousness dwells™ . '@ This brutul reality necd not discourage us from prossing on
in a zewlous attempt to fulfill the commumeds of God and of Chost, bot it does imgoct & note of seher
realism that we muat accept.

Meanwhile, however, we do not lose hope, Christ has died ;. Chirist has vizeny Chrigt will come
wrn, The Futher has miven ue the Spimt of his Son to mdwell us, Hood us with his owm boundless
love, and impel us into the world with o passion that secks suhstantial healing of the wounds of this
sorroneful worldy that creates a commumity reflecting the etemal harmonions society of Father, Son,
anl Hr_r]:.r Sp'lr'll. i g Dienile] Ll veTy rel WY 3 and [hal PEEHGES N 1 ]'lul_r:r ol 2 Dol comsemenglion
n winch all dissomumes will find its ulbmete bemoemoos resesluton e the toumpheant kimgadom of Jo-
sus Christ, who iz our Peace, ™

% Fox che selodnoship of cschosaligy w rdibes tn Tanl, see Leon Miets, Mar Tessavens Thesdogy | Crend Tapids: Zondersen, 1986 ,
KA = 9A0; sl Therman Hichberbass, Pool: An fhaline o o Thedogy (Ginosl Hupiaks: Famlomoes, 19035 331 = 552, Hoth ol e wluims,
Lmugh [mm = grevious. gresndion, pesss beling valus soacoosllnl s of Ped® s esnlogy.
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