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Thia extremely valuable colleotion of crsays by cleven distinguished Chinese scholars from
Crzuler Ching und e Uniled Stales musl belpfully inlnsduces the English remler o the pasl, pres-
ent, o potentinl of Sine — Christium Theolosy, 1t builds on the foundation loid in S — Christian
Studics in China, cdited by Yang [Inilin and Danicl Yeung in 2006.

An opening chapter by the cditors, titled = Retrapect and Prospect of Sine — Christian Thenlo-
wy: An lolmeluction, ™ Ord survevs the conlents of the volumwe aod then oflers oo illeminoling de-
serption of the rupidly — evolving state of this ficld, wleng with some sogeestions and forceasts for
thie futume,

Basic characleristics of Sino — Chrislian Theology

Fapecially in its carly days, and cven to & large degroc cven now, Sino — Christian Thenlogy
( BCTY has heen distingniched by several characterictica; Tt (2] " takes hanyn or the Chinese lan-
sunge ox Lhe wedium of expressivn™ 3 (2) “lokes seqously the conlempomry Chinese conleal ™ (as
distmet from treditional Chinese culture) ; (3 ) tuakes the Chinese sesdemy, especially umivensitics,
us ite institational busc; (4) cmphasdizes the © intelectual | enloral snd homaemistic netare of theolo-
gy rather than ita ecclesiastical fimetion”™ 3 (5] “ employs the methods shared by some other diaci-
pling in | the | humanilies wilhoul excluding he melhod {237 padicelar o Chrislian theology.

Definition

From the besinning, scholurs hove struggded o Dol o precise definition of SCT. The edilors
clurify the situation by offering two: A “npamow” definition refens to “the theolosieal thinkinge of
some cultural Christians, L. o, , a kind of philosophical cxprossion of personal faith maining a footing
in the academic society of the humanities amd social sciences. 7 It is different hoth foom choreh —
based daggrmalics aml The “ fdigenous heplogy™ of The eardier 200h cenlury,

More “ bhmoadly, ™ CST can be viewed as “ any theolopy written in the Chinese lanpguap: | *
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especiallythat produced within the Chinese academy, and written™ from historical and sociological
pmw;lfvn:.—s ru.l_]'u:rr l.]'lull rmrrl p]'li]q,m_lp]‘l-u;:al or l.l'li:l,ll.ll'_llﬁ-ll;_'ﬂ] r_H:r:'_l-I_'H:L'.l_i'I.'I::l-_." :|||1_] r_lll'_lll.ﬂll,.-ltl"}' I-rll;,'.ll,.ll_ll-llﬁ B
ven mpcdern indigenons (Fesploey,

Recent developments and future prospects

In meeent years, though the core characteristics romain, new developments have significantly
altered the original flaver of SCT. Tricfly:

1. Though still in the minority, more and more yoomger SCT writers identify themselves as
qeprmmnn e {_:.llrl-sl.-lulls_. |,|||-|,;| BN ETHIME dppe | n‘hi::q.||l.|'|:,' illl.l;.'l'.[l,ll,'l.ii_]fl!ﬁ.n wil.ll phoprpheess,

2. Mure scholors, especially younger voes, © identily (themselves s ° Christion Sebolurs *
{ jiduta mueren) in order to distinguish themeelves from © Colturel Christims* who do not have [a]
clesr commitment to Chrstiamty. ™ They also believe that one must employ distmetly theolesical
muzthodds in this task | muther them just the methods of the buman seicnees.

3. BC T is moving away from dependence upon translated western works to ™ the creative e
interpretation of westem thenlngics and the articolation of innovative theological discoumses with Chi-
ness characteriatics. ™

4 Mope slodies gre trllll_llu}'ill!. wpres Thee nselhipeds of © [he spcial 5|_:|-|:r|1_'.b::::..| -IIIL:ll_Ii_]iIIE 5|'_u_:i|'_|]|_|53',
and aolhropelogy ™ Lo rellecl the reality thal Chimese Chrislinnily is o socinl phenomengn,

5. The scope of SCT is continually becoming broader, especinlly since younger scholars ore
nerw truimeed in the biblical lungnumes,

6. As a result, SCT hopes to make a contribotion to the intcmational scholarly community by
offering a ™ hrand new type of seriptural theologising™ with Chinese distinetive.

7. 5CT is " moving towards a full — fledged study ( or studics) of Chostianity,” including theo-
]l_l!,fl:,u.] ar] o — I.II'II::'LI.II,IE-II;_'Elll sl.ul_]it:s, spch as E}llialiﬂlﬁl_l.l and cullpre, ST s |_||_-:1_:-|,:|||||'||5 “ S —
Chrslian slpdies" I'.url::','il% uyer “pll e wspels ul l_'.l‘lr'ls.ll'urlil_l.-', "

Thus, though SCT 1= =till i its infoney stage, there is great bope for the foture,
Overview of the book

With that intmduction, let us very hricfly glanee at the contemta of cach chapter. The fallosring
in omly a slight sampling; cach chapter should he read in its entivety to mine the riches of thia wal-

TIMme.
Part 1; Historical Review

“The cmerrenee of Scholurs Studying Chostismity ™ by Jusom T. 5. Lam, finst offers w “de-
seription” of the phenomenon of the reeent © production of theology” in the universitics of China,
including the rescarch interests of varions seholars and their degree of commitment tn Christianity.
“ A historical and enciological analysin”™ pmvides a brilliant and penetrating explanation for the rize
ol 30T o g cosonngnish wglion, The ulla]_'f:jl's ol The nglure off ﬂu:u]umrn CORnng, Froen this enyimne-
menl enncludes Thal B30T relging Lhe Nuver and speuks The longuage of e sovinl wnd heman sei-
ences, Lam's “theolorical reflection on the typology of theolosy” ends with o powerful challenge for
theolonans n Asiw to produce works thet cun gon the respect of scholane throughout the seenlar u-
cadomy.

1T Qhuling affers “ listorical Refloctions anSing — Christian Thenlagy™ which trace the misc of
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ST from the original thought of Lin Xiaofeng, in cooperation with Daniel Yeung ( Yang Xinan),
w]'lu L_malm: Eoxepplive |Freglpr |_|r IJH: R u-r ﬂiru_l —E.I'II'I-.\"_l-l.i.ﬂ.rl Eil.l_ll_]il'_‘ﬁ 1 Hi_lllﬁ Kl,m“, ﬂrn;] wlru-
offcred Liu the neccssary institutional base smd resourees to pursue the development of SCT. He
notes also the carly and formative influenee of Ile Cuangin. Their gals were w (1) Y develop
Christian thenlagy and its eulture by means of the historical philosaphical resourees and soeial cxpe-
riences of Chinese — language culturs, in onder to form a Christian theological coltore imbaoed with
Chinese — lnngusge (houghl wnd cullure”™ 3 (23 “ develop the subjeel of theology within the aeademic
ficld of Chincee lanymage thousht,” wmd to establish dialopae with ether Chinese religions; (3 ) to
make it “the shared cnterprisc of Chinese — lanpuase rolipions studics scholars from all social arcas
within the Chiness — apeaking warld. ™

'ﬂll:r:,' ]'u_lpﬁl,] iy s ﬂ'u: EI:rII.r}' 1_|r {:.l'lrial.iurl lllljl,:l]i,:lﬁ]-‘ il mginslregon {:I'I-Illﬁl:_f l;,:l,l]l_l,ll't!'” lia |:r|ri|;,:||
Lhe resources of Chinese — language thoughl, aml w0 ineorporate Christion theology ino = Chiinese
humamistic scholarship. " Thiz ambiticus program raiscd fundamental questions, of course, which Ld
akillfully pmobea. The groweth of the movement has come with translation of westcrn Christian clas-
gicay publication of joumals by the Centre in Hong Kong s spomenmship of acholare s and convening of
eonlerenees,

Li wlso cxplaine how SCT srow out of particenler soeial amd pelitical cioeumstunces | mectng the
necd for Chinese scholars to understand Chostianity and cxplore its potental rele in Chinese eulture
and anciety, at a time of “idenlogical adjnstment™ in China. Finally, he hriefly explores certain
prublens for SCT, marmely, ils relalionships o the * lrdition™ of Chrstian theology: o radilional
Chinese cullure; o “ e universulily of Christionily™ 5 oml o the ormanmed chunch, o esch cose,
he adverates groster mutoolity, so that SUT moy doow upon the dehes of both the Chnstian tradition
und Chincse Ingoistic and culturul rossurees, eond may make s unigque contributons to worldwide
Christianity thenlogy.

{:I,IIL-III[.liIIE the hisloricgl survey, Peler K, H, LEF namales [hie tnr]].' disizussion in Humng, Koy,
ol “1he “Collerl Choshions™ Mengnenon in Ching, ™ O inlemss] |r||_|$.||_'|r L sedwalprs Trorm HI_II%
Kong, the reeord of the dehate thet took place in 1995 end 1996 =till sheds light on the odgins of
the movement as well as the important mie that Tlong Keong has played, and continoes to play, in
the maturation of SCT.

Stiun — hing CHAN offers relleclions on that debute in * Gopeeplunl Dilferences belween Home
Kong end Chinese Theolopians: A Study of ©the Culture Christians. '™ He finds that there arc
differences woongr theologmans in Honge Kong . as well ws botween them und proctitioners of S3CT on
the Mainland; in addition, there are similarities hetween Homg Komg theologians and some of those
in Ching, He applauds the debale Toe ils © genvine, conceplual inlersclion” belween hese various
O[S,

Izsues mvolved ineluded : the relstionship between elmreh tudition and creative thinking; the
relationship hetween confrasional orthodory and academic moscarch; the potential welationships bie-
tween Homg Kong and Mainland Chinese writers of theology. He hopes that in the future all these
scholars will engage in mutpally — beneficial mteraction.

I'art II: Theoretical Reflection

'ﬂ'll:r 1,'r|,|1,'.ia,] 1_1|,.||:.1t|.ir_|-|| r_|r l.]ll: Il:.l.tl,ll-i,:lrlﬁ.l'lil_l I;Jl:l_l.'l'ﬂ:rl Ul'lfrlm alll] wielern Ijm]uﬁ_f 1% L:q_lllq,:i:sn:]_'_-' BE-
s nesl by DAL Pan — chin in "'”mﬂu.giif.ul Trunslulion and Trnsmissipn belween Ching oo [fee
Wt ™

e fivst reviews the twn mest pmlific perinds of Chinese thoological prduction: The 192047
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19302 and 1990/19%04. In the first perind , Chinese Christians hegan to wrestle with the possible
relalivnahips belween Chrsbanily and tradilional Chinese collene, producing works of = imligenpus
theology ™ smd then tumed to the urpent question of the relevanee of Christismity to Chine's social
and political crisis in the contextual theolosy™ movement. They not enly tenslated ( mostly lheral
thenlngical ) bonks from the west, hut wmote creative new thonlogical works. Toven their ™ transla-
tiome, ” however, hecame works of interpretation and adaptation to the Chiness comtest. Tn all this,
lhey rellecled he loneer siluslion, in which “ modem Ching bes been subjecl o the inluesce of
more than u few Chincse tnumslutions of forcien wotines" and ideus, incloding demecraey, Mar-
ism, socialism, scicntsm, cvolutionizm and metcrialism.

I the spommd perind |, there aree annther * revival 7 of Chinese thenlogy in Hong Komg, Tai-
wan , am] Maginlagnd El‘lflla, qﬁirl in ress e [ Toeal congditipns, In HI’_IIIIH H-u-rl!.; ang ll'aiw.u,rl_, '|n|J|-H—
emous ieology mve way v conlexlual heology { especiully in Taiwan ), as political comdilions
scemed to call for Christian response. Starting with the translation projects of Lin Xisofeng , wostem
thenlngical thought — mwstly nen — orthoedox and Tiberal — was e — intmduced o China, while in
the inatimtional church ing Guangoum drew upon westemn philesophy to peopoomd  his theology of
Lhe Cosmic Clidsl,

He conclodes his chapter with o call for “bilatersl trunslation snd transmission, " unmng both
Chincse and western thenlegians to learn from cach other and to contribute to cach other.

In “The Value of Thenlogy in Himanities; FPoasible Appmaches to Sinn — Christian Thenlogy, ™
TAMNG Hyilin BUTYEYS 190 and 20(h - cenlury Grermzn and French hermeneslics o show how Tibeml
Lheolvgions and linguistic philosophers have tied o elueidote o legilimale heory of inlerprelalion.
His sophisticuted mmalysis lewds to the conelesion thet while we comnot fully anderstend truth and rc
ality, nor cum we allow the destruetion of all meaning. He belioves woe cun lewrn frome the ways in
which (zerman thinkers have tried to halance hoth the subjective nature of faith commitment and the
vhjective malure of aulborilalive lesls aml] indes] of all realily,

This is becuuse © heplogival hermeneulivs is e sounee of aelivilies in lexloal inlerprelulion™
and “thc ahsence of theological hermencutics leaves the questions of © power discourse” , © oponness
of text” . and oather hasic hermencatical problems oneettled. ™ Tnoother words, all the humanitics
need thenlogy as a fondamental diceipling if any meaning is to sorvive.

“Simw — Clinistian Thewlvwy : The Unfolding of the * Doo' in the Chinese Langyusse Context, "
by ZHANC {ingmiong, cmphssizes the hodamental mole which lanmuoge playve in buman fe, Lan-
musgr ot only deseribes our world end cxperiences, bat *is also the frame for our onderstanding of
the world and for erganizing our thooghts. ©

AIIH]_‘.I:.-:I-HE. [ e :]l:l.-ull_lplm:nL ol Badedbism i Ching inlo Uares slages; 1Y misgipn: {2 deler
vt eegg] gl lt;'ﬂl,'llillﬂ:ﬁ e el umj 'I:_ﬁ}l |:$.I_|5||_1||-$.I|rr||:||| . " hr. l,lr_ll-llll;,'_"ﬁ 1l l_:hr-ls.l_iurl-lly o bviean s :5[-||| mn
the mission mnd determinetion of teachings stuges, Only when Chinese thinkers fully absorb Christ
anity in the light of their colture and copericnes will they he ahle to ® eatahlish™ &t as a tuly Chinese
faith, mot omly answering questions common to all peeple, hut especially answering those poaed by
Chinese, & complex discugsion of human and divine Word and the relationship between natoral Taw
and cxpenience is followed by the stefement thet the attitude toward mirscles is o watershed be-
tween Church Christians and scholars of Christianity” in China, cepecially sine: miracles amc con-
tral to the hiblical narrative.

He 1,'.!,|-r||;,:.||,||_.|1:3. ]'l-l::. By wfl]'l Ili:l- ;'ullﬁl,]i:rll;,:l: l]'lul. E-IIII,J —{:.]lrl-sl.-lallil,.}' '.'|r|1| :_ﬂ'_l-lll:;h;lﬂ_'_-' rll.a,Ll:_: a rrlujl_lr
eonlribulivn ly world Chrislianily, expressel in lwo senlences: “We live in Lhe body of Jesus, and
Jesus lives in our hearts, In philosophical languoge: We live in dwe, and deo wfelds in the world

and i our hearts. T
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In a bold, even stumming chapter, CHIN Ken — Pa presents the program of Lin Xianfeng as a
" |'a.|-._:||;]i*:_rr| S}ﬁﬂ; Froen Chirmese '|'1'|1_-,|,|-.|1,:-!1_;_\-' b Siomp — Chrislizn '|'1'|i:|,|-.|r_|-!g,', " He .I_H;,'H-Ill:s and emls wilh
Puul's churmeterdization of the muspel of the Cross of Christ us “ foolishmess o the Crecks and a8 stum-
hling hlock to the Jews," adding, and *sevagery to the Chincsc” because of their commiment to
humanistic moraliam. Previous attempis to * domesticate™ Christianity, soch as indigennus theology
and contextual theology, hring it under submizsion to hoth traditional Chinese moralism and the per-
vasive moder dove [ue mulional sulvalion,

Liu believes that all efforts to “sinivize” Chrstismity in order to make it seceptable to Chinese
intellectuale have failed to retain the core of this neccssarly * forcipn™ faith: the doctrine of the
Cmnas | implying as it does the manscendence of God and the need of all mankind for salvation. ™ Si-
rII'_I-—l:_-:.I'Ir-IQ.I.I-ﬂrI I.]'II;."l_IIl_Im'" il_]l:rll.iﬁl:.—s l|'|l'l-|_.|'l I.]ln: I‘ll,;ll'l'_"iﬁrltlrn ﬂru] =lgrls rrl,:-lll I"I_.l'u:r |_r|,.||.]'| 1,:||1 I_.I'Ii;!' En,:ﬁ:;, "
Rejeciime the inferent assumpdion of e superionly of Chinese cullure, SCT presenis o messmee ol
challenges all culture. Actoally, Christianity socks to save not coltures, but individuals who arc
suffering from the existential aporia of medemity. 3CT rejects both coltoral nationaliam and state na-
tiomalizm, and venoimees all aspivations of hecoming " acceptable™ to Chiness intellectnals as one
uspevl ol Chinese cullure or o servanl o Lhe slule.

Nor does he sceopt the iden thet Chnostumty 15 0 Westerm relipgon; mather, 1t 13 o universal
faith revealed by God to hring people of all cultures to a knowledse of himeelf. * Christian theology
iz the reanlt of the enconmter of the divine Worrd with the individual existential experience, rather
tham e encpunier of the divine Word wilth nalieng] ii,]ﬂ_ﬂl,r!g.'. " The “hasic |_|n|'l|,:|pn|,|n:5.il|'1_|r|’1 ol 5CT s
“lhe [wrming of the divine Word o Chinese, " Ul is © the ormmwbion of o kind of exislentiolism — o-
rented srammer of individonl faith, " It thus secks to break free from © © the srand notional name
tive' ws the tool of idipenization. ™ It ¥ conmot srise oot of Chinese context, ™ bt will ® impaet Chi-
ness culture™ by offering the only way to heal the *aplit™ that modemity has cansed in the himan
spril,

Tart IIT: Rereading Tradition

TLAT Pan — chiv addresses the important question of relationships among ™ Sino — Chriatian The-
vlegy, Bible, and Christivn Trsdition™ in recosnition of the chollense [om chureh Chrislinns who
cast doubt upon the lemtimeey of SCTs being colled * Christian™ if it docs not take the Bible seri-
ouely, Ludl grrecs that SCT has been weak in hiblicel studics heretofore and sugpests several © lert-
mate” reasons for this situation. He notes the growing strength of hiblical studies as an academic
ﬂ'l:g.-l_:il_ﬂillu i Ching zad mecmmrmends hal Chinese gemlemics beopme gware of [he “ inlelleciual™ gmd
“wemdernie™ mlure of solid biblical godies. He also sumgesls Thal SCT mighl muake g conlabolion (o
biblival studics by bringing Chinese cultuml resources, such os Buddhist method of doctrinal erit
ciam, tn hear opon their interpretation.

In “Messianic Predestination in Romans 8 and Classical Confucianiam,”™ Yeo Ehink — khng of-
fers a provocative example of drawing up the resources of Chinese culture to enrich our ymderatand-
g of Chnstiamty with an mtertextual rewding of Confucios snd Paol focusng on the coneept of the
“mrssianic” fimure whe will * save™ mankind from vielenee and injustice. ITis methed, which
scems to assume the cqual value of hoth Paul and Confucins, will he considered sub — Christian by
suree, and guile appropriale by olherns,

Ffllu”_f, in “ Relleclion gn F'.r||iﬁhl,|:'||rr||:r||= A |“rr_|-|_;u,1:§|_|| ol Lhe Fogws of Sine — Chrslizn Teplo-
oy, ™ LIN Homg — hein shows thet the 13th — contury Enlightenment , while elaiming to enthrone rea
som , teally produced superstition and tyranny. Tilind faith in “reason™ incvitably fails to understand
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that it i a form of religion. Thos, unless we have a Werd from the Creator, we shall not be ahle to
i:rII-IH]IlI:II |_||_.|'|1:r::., ‘Iﬁ'liqi 5]'||,|-|,|]|] |_1|: an illlr_lll'_lll'l.ﬂlll. u.Lurl.irlH [_rr_l-irlL 1,:-r Einu- - ﬂ]lriq;liall l.]'lt!ll_lll’_l“}' ," I‘H: PR L L
vludes.

An Appendix presents the results of a * Preliminary Survey on the New Generation of Scholars
of Christian Studics in Mainland China. ™ Many of them ame calling for Christian studics in China to
browden ils seope o inclede slther peinks of view,

Conclusion

I thee Tight of thal call for u wider runge of spurces, muy 1 make o lew suggestions?

First, the theolopical and apologetic works of Zhang Lisheng ( 5 J)4, Lit — sen Chang ) ane
worth carcful study, for he was a distinpuished Chincse academic who was ahlc to communicate
Christian thought in languagr imbucd with Chincse language and culture. Turthermorne, his Tnglish
wurks pre being reprinled and Lwo of his shorler books are being Lrungluled inlo Fnglish,

Secomd, Brere s o zrowing weallth of excellenl biblical wnd Greologicnl sludies by Chinese au-
thors , including senior scholars like Choong Chee — pang and younger scholars like Wu Danzong.

Third , the contribarters of this book acem langely ignorant of the significant work of American o-
vurlwliuul 5.-,'.h|_||5|r$_. |'||1,'.||_.||;,||'||¢: syslemalic ||‘IE|'_III_I§-|,|II angd Biklizl inlerpreler Curl ¥, H, Henry, on
abridmment of whose Cod, Hevelotion & Aothority has been translated into Chinese. Henry interocts
prrwerully with the thinkers whoe bave s ifloeneed cosmenies] awd Bberul theologiuns in Greater
China as well as the main apokesmen for SCT. He deals at length with questions of language , her-
meneyrtics, Scripore, and the relationship between Christianity and philosophy,

1 hesitate to make the followine cnfivism, but the overoll cxecllent quality of the book 15 con-
siderably diluted by the presenec of a great many distracting typographical . lexical, prammatical
and atylistic ermors, which eonld have heen easily eliminated by a peefessional | native — English —
5[_|-m|.|-ii||H elilaer,

Reflecting, mnulyzingr, wnd summanzng o lape and growing Dterwture 1m0 Chinese, Smo —
Christian Theology sorves as an cssential guide for English readers to this increasingly  important
ficld of stmdy; it deserves widespread and carcful reading.
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