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Warfare Imageries in the Book of Revelation

There s no necd to s that the aim of the Book of Revelation is probably not the promotion
of socictal hearmony., A quick glancs throuph the book will show that this book is full of depictions of
conflicts and warfare. Im Hev & when the firat aix of the saven weals were opened , the first, the sec-
v, and the fpurh were o do wilh wardare amd killing (6:2,4 8} while the Gl one was 1o do
with those who were slun for the wond of Cod and the witness they hed bome (6:10), In RBer ©
when the fifth of the scven angels blow the tumpet, the locusts out of the smokc from the shaft of
the: hottomlces pit were depicted as an army (9:7-10) and when the sixth ange]l blew the tumpet .,
il brpughl the brooges of cavalry who woeld kil ome thind of mgekiod (9.13-16), In Hey 12-13, (he
defeal of dmugen amd his wngels in bewven lead v their being trown down o the eardh {12:7 -9
and this hrought the conflict between the saints | i c. | the Christians, and the *evil trinity™ 0 of the
dragom , the heast riaing out of the sca and the beast rising oot of the carth (1313 =18 ). Theae o-
vil forees would evenluully destroved by the one who s the = Lond of he Londs gl King of Kings"
(17:14; 19:11 -21 NRSV). To Richurd Banckham, this book con setually be seen az o Christian
War Serell. ® The vision of the 144 000 and the inmumersble multitade in 722 — 14, he apmes, s
a vision of the messianic army, ™ and the wocabolary of conquest { “to cverpone whe conquers™
NHEY ) at the end of each of the seven messages to the churches in Asia Minor (2,7,11,17,26;
3:5,12,21) is to mvite the readers to participate in the eschatolesieal holy war depicted in the Lot
ter part of the hook. &

A closer look at the hook could gemerate sven more discomfort for these whe want to pumoe so-
cielal ]'la.l'rllr_lll_'f, Several nmplem scholar have fmdenlifien] e beas| rising M he sty in lﬂ-;] .
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which alludes to the four heasts in an 7,3 =7 B with Homan Empire, % or the Homan power and
the imperul cult of thet time. T The title “ Babylon the zreat™ in 14:8, which is mether allusion to
the book of Duniel (4:30) | is used as 8 metuphor or symbol to represent Rome., ® With these iden-
lilicalions , The book of Revelalion was aclually a polilical eriligue of the lind — cenlury Roman impe-
rial power. ® When reading (his ook in o conlemporary contesl, 1 could become the basis Tor o cri-
tirque: of the political power that be and it could gencrate the fear that it might hinder the aocicty's
quesl [ur bunooany.

It 1s mot necessary the cose, though, The Book of Hevelotion may not be o book thot bears the
concem of promating aocietal hammony, while thiz book and its effect in history do offer something to
ponder in e cpnglrpelion of o barmonious soeiely,

The Book of Revelution as Historical Effect of the Book of Daniel

Our exploration will start with the vse of the book of Daniel in Hevelation, Farlier we have
mznlined bwo inslunees of The pse of Dgoiel in Bevelalion ;e use of Dan 723 =7 in ey 131 gnd
the: use of Than 4 .30 in Tev 148, hut the vae of TNanic] in ievelation is more than that. Among the
Ol Testumenl books, Duniel and Faekiel ure the two mos) used in the book of Revelulion® o i)
vun therefore be said thet the book of Revelation ropresents a historiesl offeet of these books in their
history of reception.

Here our inleres] Ties mnre will he side of the ook of Daoiel, As Gar g exlenl documenls gne
concermned , Ilevelation was only onc of the several books heing influcneed by the hook of Danicl and
ils bradilioe, T the Mavcabean Tienstune, ™ e inlluence of (he ook of Daniel can also be delec-
ted, Daniel wnd s foends sre freated in these books as role models for those whe want to be furth-
funl tos the Tord. T | Mace 2:60; 3Mace 6.7 ; 4Mace 16:3 ,21; 18:13, the reference s to the ac-
eoamt in Dan 6 that Daniel, heing faithful to Gad | was threesen into the den of the Tione Tart eventnal-
Iy camc out unhammed. In [Mace 2:59; 3Mace 6:6; 4Mace 16:3,21; 18:12, the referenee = to
the acemmt in 12an 3 that the three friends of Daniel |, Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael | heing mm-
willing to woership the selden imowse mstalled by King Nebuchwdnezzor, were thrown into the fiery
fumace hot they walked oot unhammed.

Digeiel moad Fos Govends wre mol [he url]:.-' exulllrﬂeﬁ. ol Tuithllesess e e Laond in Be Muacenhegn
Litcraturc.  They are uscd nomoally with other exemplos in the (Md Tostaments snd it i mteworthe
that in 1 Maec 2, they are listed with Phinghas { 1Mace 2:54 ) and in 4Mace 18:12 =13 the zaal of
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Phinehas, the fiery fumace of Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael, and the den of the lions of Daniel
are The Tasl thres examples of Gaithluloess i he el The juslaposilion of Phinehas, who psed weap-
on to strike his fellow Ismuclitc on behalf of the Lord ( Num 25:6 — 13 ) and bes become sn example
of zcal for the low (Psa 106:29  31; Sir 45.23; IMaee 2:26) , and Danicl and his fiends, whe
were willing to surrender their lives to e faithful to the Lord, shows two distinctive ways to he faith-
(il o the lond, or lwo dilfereol Tacels of e sone idew of being fithlul Lo the Tond, Phinehgs repre-
senls e model for amoed engueement, while Duniel aod bis ends represent (e model for wadye-
dom. Since thesc two come out of the same spring — 1. ©. , for the sake of heing faithful to the Lord,
it is mot surprising that they are lsted together inthe last words of Mattathias {1 Mace 249 -68 ) to
his sores Lo enepurge Them lo conlinge heir grmed resislunes s and They are als Beled logelher s
the lost words of the mother to her seven sons (4 Mace 186 - 19) when they became mortyrs wnder
the: tyrant Antinchus (of. 4Maee 1723 ).

In comparison with the use of Danicl in the Maccahean literature, thers are differenecs and
similarity in the pse of Daniel in Hevelation, Unlike the Maccabean literatore, Hevelation does not
refer to Domiel mnd his fends” deeds s the model of fuithfulness, It s the vision that Dundel saw in
Dan 7 thut plays an important mle in the book of Revelation, ™ The four beasts in Dan 7 are alloded
to in the description of the heast rising from the sea in Hev 13, as we have already mentioned earli-
=, H-l_ll,]'l l]'l:r ]_u:md,.-a. in 1 an 7 urld llll;.' l,u:au.l. |'iuir|5 r|1_|||| l]'li: w1 ey ]3 r|:I_|-|1::_u:||L uurl.]l]_l.' ]rrll_u:ria.]
powers thut oppress and wape war apainst thosc whe arc fuithful to the Lord ( Dan 7:17,25; Rov
13:2.7). Despite the different waye in using Danicl, the concem of the Maccahecan literature and
that of Revelation are vory similar when they oae the hook of Thanicl : hath are concemed with the is-
sue ol polilial oppression thal he Githful wers Gacing,

L their denliong with this political coneern, wnotber dilference belween the Moecabenn Hler-
turc and Revelation should be noted. In the Maccabean litcrature, Danicl and his foonds are Llsted
among other Old Testament herocs and theit examples are nsed to endoree anmed registance as well
ws Lo vindiemle U valoe o mucdynbem, wheress in Hev 13 grmed mesiglunce s mever menlioned ;
whatl van be sten is only the mortyrdom of e fithful ( Bev 13:7.9,15). As o matler of facl, Hev-
clutiwn ws u whole never prometes the dea of srmed resistuncs o the faee of polifical opprossion;
the: omly weay to resist is theugh nom — vinlent meana and theae who engage inosoch kind of resistance
shomld prepare for the consermence of martyrdom.  The historical sffect of Hevelation snggests that
this messaze seems to be well taken by the corly church, From the first persceution which Chostioms
endured under Emperor Nemo ( starting from 64 CE) to the fssue of the Edict of Milain in the names
of Emperor Comstanting and Emperor Licinios in 313 CI, there i no record that Christians aver en-
gaged themselves in military rebellion against the loman Fmpive due to the warfare imageries and
lunguuge in Lhe book of Revelalion,

When the book of Revelation is soen as a mading of the beok of Danicl, foom the point of vicw
of history of cffcct, the historical offeet of the hook of Revelation can actually also be scen as a par-
Licular Bistorical ellecy of the book of Daniel, Witk ils nopn = yvielenl shymse o BRI T L Tgithalul-
ness Lo L Lord when Lhe Tuithiul |_'n§|_1|_|-|i: are comlmonled wilh I_!I‘Ill”l:rllr-?;ﬁir Lhis |_1|,|r||'|_1|,||ur hislbarizl
cffcet of the book of Danicl distinguishes ftsclf from the historical cffcet revealed in the Maccabean

literatare.
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Slaughtered Lamb as the Lion of Judah in the Book of Revelation

A question, then, has tn he asked ; what would be the factor that contribates to this non — vie-
let reading of the book of Daniel in Revelation’? Bonckbom nghtly points out thut in Rev 5:5 -0 the
juxtaposition of the image of the Lion of Judah, which is a symbol of destructivencss and conquest,
and The i ol [he :slﬁllﬁ}lll:'njl_-l lamly, which is a u.:.-'lll]_u_ll ol sgenlice p 1 e ll_lrgi: “a u.ylll]_u_ll ol cone
quest by suerificiul death”™ ® and | in sech v way, the book of Rovelation reinterprets the Jewish mes-
sianic hopea in the first contry and replaces the militariatic Messiah with a non — violent, and even
u :-,'l_lle:rirlg: , AaniEs, m

Becanae of this roplaccment, the warfare imagerics in Revelation need to be intorproted in the
light of this symhbnl of slanghtered Lamb as the Lion of Judah. The messianic ammy depicted in Rev
T (1. c., the 144 000 and the innumenble multitode ) con only be “on wrmy of mertyr: whe 0
umph through their martyrdoms, becavae they are followers of the Tamb who participate in his victo-
ry |_-|.:. ru]]U'ﬁ'iIIH his l_'l.l,ll]'l Ly Jegth, ™5 This ]'lr_l]:.l WUr [ |_|||]_1-' b wom ]_l:..' sperifeinl Jdegth, & Thus,
Revelution wses (he boly wor linguege bul tronsforms ils menning o son — mwililery mesns of lnwmph
over ovil in terms of faithful wimess to the point of death, ®

The Rhetorical Situation of the Book of Revelation

When Lhe book of Hevelation is silunled in e New Teslument canon in which we con [ the
measags of a gospel of poace and roconciliation, not only for the relationship betweon humans and
(el bl al=o for [hgse g b | e, B s I‘:l_l]'l 2.11 =187, an ineyilable apeshign sl b=
raigeid s why was there a need to talk sbout bely war in the book of Revelsfion? From o chetorieal
point of wew, the question can b asked in another way: what was the * rhetorical simation”™ or
“ dhuelsrigal i:!-:iﬂi:rll_!lj":ﬁ Lheul lepd Lop he l;'|_||r||_'u,:|5iL'|r_|-|| ol this IS il |‘||,|-|:.-' wur in Hevelulion?

The traditional answer to these questions is that it was bocause of actual or threatened pomsoou-
tinm of Christians by the Incal loman imperial power in Asia Minor in the latter part of the fitat cen-
tury. ® Surely persecution would be wm important contributing factor to the writing of Hevelation, but
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scholars have identified more factors that contributed to the thetorical sitoation of thiz hoak. 9

To Schilssler Fiorenza, the rhetorical sitoation can be summed up by o single word; trbule-
tiom. ¥ In the latter part of the first contury for Christians this miboletion come out of the deep ten-
sipns beslwesn [heir belied in the ullimale e ol Gam] mem] Chirisl and (he r::u]'ll.:.' Wl rewasl off [Fuem
were muol beneliviades of the economic prosperily ol Poa Bomans browehl sboul bul vietios of de
eolomial injusticea of oppreasive taxation, the widening gap hetween the rvich and the poor, and Rio-
mun repression of disturbanees, purmnoid probibilion of privale sssocioles, aod suspicivus surveil-
luimee by neishbors imd mforments,

Bapckham alao sees Home's econpmic exploitation az one of the major reazon: in Hevelation's
1,'.r-||.iq|,|-|: ul” Lhe Homgn Hlllpin:, ] Top hien . Lhis eepsgrmie Jimengign I-III.ll:I'IJIIJ':'I;ﬂ_I wilh Hoene's ||||-||-|_,|,|r_'|-'
and political might and they jeincd together i hecome the justification of Tiome's self — deification in
ll‘u: Hoangmn -|||||_u:r|-|,|| 1_'|,||L; lhl:: 5|,.||_'|_i|::1_:l.'5. ol l.l‘lt:' |';rll|_|lt!ﬂ_lr $I||_||,.||1_| '.l.'vl,rrx-l'lip b s g dhyine Sgvior |.'H:L'-|.l|..lai'l:
it wus bim whe had the power o boine them the wealth and splendor of e Pax Bomaon, & For
Chriatiana, this imperial propaganda presented serions theological and ethical issnes. Theologically,
I.]Ii_f' ulﬁu]ulimﬁull 1_|r Hapme's rwer .ﬂlll;l I_!I'I'_I‘;_'.l_ll:rl-l_'!.' Wil :u:rl'il_uml}- e |_'.||,:lr|ﬂi1,'.|_ wfl]'l {:.]lrl-sl.-lallzi’ h:.n]i.;l‘ ur
onc Tme (zod, % and the cxpense of lome's victims at which the pursuit and maimtenance of this
power and prosperly was achieve] was in ilsell an serious elbical isspe, @

To Buuckham , the thetorical situation of the book of Revelstion was more than tibuletion, as
Schnealer Fioeenza acca it Tt was also to do with temptation. Many of Rome’s subjeets, Christians
inclnded , who were actally exploited by the Pax Nomana vet failed to zee s true nature; on the
comtrary . they were dazzled by Ilome's glory and seduced by the promised bencfits of the Pac [Loma-
na. ¥ Therefore, Hevelation has a ten —fold pimpoze; for these whe helieved in the nltimate peseer
of Cod mmd Chost but endured injustice ind hordship s the resalt of the Homm system m their du
Iy lifir, Mewelation hooght the vindication of their faithfulness and perseveraner, while for thoae
whn atarted to be seduced by the propaganda of the Pax Romana and hegan to compromise their
fuith , Revelution hovught the waming, @

Comparison hetween the Warfare in Ephesians and that in Revelation

The ubove unolyvsis of the dhelorica] siluativn of Revelalion has vel Tully answered the gqueslions
wiz posisd carlicr on the reletionship betwoeen the book of Revelaton sl the mospel of peasce amd re-
comciliation. A compariaon hetween the warfare in Eph 610 - 20 and the warfare in Tlevelation
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could shed aome light on the relationship hetween Hevelation and the goapel of peace and reconeilia-
ligrn,

For remders of Fphesions, aller having reml (he reconciliolion of humans o Cod amd the reeon-
vilimtion of humms to one wmether in 2:11 = 18, the unity coming out of this reconcilintion in 2:19
=22 und 3.6, g woell as the calling for the formation of & comrmunity that is o be based upon this
unity in 4:1 - 16, the military mctaphors and warfarc language in 6: 10 — 20 could take them by
surprize because in i paeage ey are ool callad o conlinge heir poesuil of pesee and reconcilis-
lipn bul ko pul oo e whole groer of Cod Lo enguge o e bullle agming] Lhe spiriloal frees of evil in
the henvenly plaves. This unexpectedness muises at least one proctical question: if the sospel is o-
hinat peecemaking: hetwoon bumans smd God and smeng poople, would the se of these molitemt de-
scriptions eventually defeat the purposc?

Fph 6:12 may have the key to the answer of this question. Tuph 6+12 states that this * strupggle
in mot against enemies of hlond and flaah™ ( NREV )3 in other wonds, thiz hattle should net be
wa!.::d agwaineEl amy Tiwrngn ]'J-::'ulﬁ. Thiz is Lecause [he El,ﬂjl_llt:'] ol peace fl".[_bll 297% showld be made
] ‘ﬂur_ﬂ:m:' I:l".ph 3:9‘], Wuging wur agmimsl wiry b mn l;u:l'n!.; will |_'|r.|,|.-|,'l.i1_';.|.|.||:|r el pgle
that person from knowing the mood news of reconciliastion as it i= unthinkable that we can make pesce
with someme apanst whom we have boon waging a war at the same time. On the other band | the
cxistenes of cvil in its varioos forme in everyday lific is still a reality. Tt can hinder the reconciliation
that the Christiana are called to achieve. It can alzo damage the reconciliation that has been a-
ehieved, '|1'u:n:|i_|n:, reconz liwlion i mol incompalible wille Lhe mili Ly rr||:L|;|phr_|r$ psesd in I".ph .
The bullle bere is nol o ballle agpinst some olber bomas bul o spidieal wadore Gl is woged wins
those supematurul powers which sre “of this present darkness™ and “evil™ (Eph 6:12).

The wadarc in Ilevelation scems to hear a similer characternstie. Althoogh for the Christians in
the: latter part of the first contury their hardships and temptations came from the visible administra-
tiom of the Roman Empirc, the power that hrooght thease on carth was not mercly homan. Tt was the
invizible spivitnal power behind the visible political domination of the imperial powers and it was the
sreat dragon of Rev 12:9 that worked behind the two beasts of Bov 13, ® Therefore, it would miss
thi: tamret by treating humans or nman institutions gs the wtmate enemics bocsse they e only the
apents of the spirtual powers of cvil, against whom Christian should wape the war. The decisive
hattle:, therefore, has to he won, and has hoen won, in the heaven, the spiritual sphere { Ter 12,
7 -9

Mol only dues (b warlare in Hevelalion share similar chamclenstic o the warfare in Eph 6,
Lheir causes, or concerns, are plse pol worelated, Al [esl appeampee, e couwse of the wardore i
Revelution scoms o be o diferent one from thoat in Eph 6, In Revelution, the concem behmnd the
wardfarc imuperics Is vory muoch with the social injustice caused by copmmic cxploitation s well as
the oppression cansed by ahsolutization of political power, wherces in Eph 6 the battle is more to do
wilh the prevenlign ol indmnce o [he pursail ol revpmciliglion or urﬂallla,;ll.c- e by e reconecilip-
linn ulrendy achieved, The relalion belween These [wo cneses or eoncerns probably ean be apprecie-
ted i the lizht of the role of Chostians in Cod’s purpose. Bauckham has sreued ot lensth thot Reve-
lutiom hag the expectetion that the church will crentually play the mole in God's porpose of estublis-
hing his rule on carth. ® To cstablish this mle, it has to start with the reeonciliation of humans o
{znd and of humans tn onc another, as deseribed in Tph 2211 =18, TTowever, as long a3 the social
economic, political syatemic evila continue to exiat, they will hinder and damage the reconciliation
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that is required for the establishment of God's jost mle on earth. The hattle against theas apstemic e-
vils, from This perspeclive, i aclually one of The very lird sleps in Chrsliang persuil of reconcilie-
lion gl 1he estublishoment of CoPs jusd mule on earth,

The Book of Revelation and Harmonious Society

The aspiration to the construction of 2 harmonious socicty is a desirable and neble ideal but this
aspiration alzo reflects the reality that we actually live in @ world where there are things undesirable.
In owder to fulfill this aspivation, the challenge will always he with the charting of a madmap by
which we can move away fmm thse which are undesirable am] consirect the barnonious sociely (hal
we uspire Lo live in, This lask regquires o proper underslanding of The ssoes ol eause The andesine-
ble stute of vur secicty toeday mnd it needs the crtical sesessment of the socicty thut we arc in. For
this purpeose, the issucs cxposcd in the book of Bevelstion aml its cffoct in hdstory, which we have
bricfly discussed above, become relevant to us and they offer us something to ponder.

The: imsue of social injustice cavsed by cormomic cxploitation cxposed in Mewclation docs not
hapipen only in the first century. It repeats again and again theoughoat the history. The economic
expluilalion of The developing world by the developed world and The econpmic exploilalion of the -
ral socielies by the wrban speielies ore lwo obyviows examples huppening loday zlobally, However,
the social imjustices thet the cxploitution cises ore cesily imored by these who benefit from them
and Lhwse who are duzeed by the wealith and splemdor of the socielies benelil Iom Uem; bul Uese
sociul mjustives often sow hatred thet would cventually hinder, or even undenmine, the quest for so-
viul hammomy.

The issue of oppression causcd by ahsolutization of political power also happens throughout the
higtory. O of the difficultica that this issuc peedocea for those who are under the domination is that
ahanlitization of political prwer creates intolerance which s more than often realized by the peahibi-
lipn und oppressivn of believes or houghls Thal are ool in Tine wilh he polilicel ageoda, Thal waes
exuclly e siluntion Bml Christions in e loller poarl of Ge Oesl cenlury were [ocing,  Becouse of e
wbeolutizution of Rome’s power g relmous form, cardy Chostiane expenenced an irony that, wl-
though they wore called to be poaccomakers for the roconciliation of humans to God and humans to
onc another, their belicf of one Tree (zod was in decp conflict with Ilome's sclf - deification and
their refusal to surrender their ovwmn belicf to the worship of the Reman Frperor as a divine Savior o-
ventually hrought ahout persccution and cavsed their martyrdoms. This particolar case should make
nz to ponder in what way a hammonioas society should he constructed ; should it be constructed by
oppressing all nweanted voices and persecute all those whose believes are not sanctioned by the po-
litical power? Or, should il be constrseled by lelerance and encouragemenl ol diversily in providing
each group within the soviety adequate moms for their own belief and pructice and, ot the sume
time, in prometing mutusl respeet o one ancther between different rroups¥ Even for some of the se

called democratic socictics in the developed world teday, this is stll an urgent question that ro-
UITEA TEATMOMER.

Being eonvinead of their role in God's purprse of esatablishing his jost mle and the genoine
PEsACE o ca.rl.]l, Chrislizns illi:\'-ll.al_ll}' iy o ENEARE themselyes in ospeial | TR am] Ij'_l]iliij:.]
eriliques For lhe benelil of the sociely thal ey ure in, However, Lheir voices should ol begne o
worry for o soviety seeking hammony, Chostians, whe ore followers of the sloughtered Lamb as the
Licm of Judah , would sco ther couse beimg undenmined of their enpapoment in the enfiques cventu-
ally leads to the vse of violent means or ends up in violent conflict. They have the Iong tradition of
non — vinlent cngagement which encourages them to overcome systemic evila by suffering, even to

13



the point of death, for the henefit of the society. They helieve that their blond and sacrificial death,
ju:g.l_ .I-IIH: l]'n: ]J]i_HJI_] um_] duul}l ur l]'li:ir Mu:_tl.-l:r__ 'H-I" i e=ss |.]'||:: |,.|r_‘|5|:r||. m:u;l ul‘ Ij]irrl-llltllillﬁ l]l-l: :_t}l:tl.-n:lllii_'.
evils i a socicty,

The contribution of Revelation and its offect in history to the construetion of o harmonions soci-
oty ia an indirect, hat crocial, onc. Revelation and its offect in history do not tell 0s much ahont
whal comcepls or methods would be pselu] o uehieve the noble ideal of o harmonioes socielys bul
ruther, lhey expose he doangers of the svslemiv evils thal slound in owr path W the ulflment of Gl
aspiration. Without attention to and scricus treatment for these systcmic ovils cxposcd by Rovela-
tiom, the aspiration of a hamenious socicty wonld be an ideal difficolt to folfill.
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